Aim: Did domestic policies after the War of 1812 indicate a spirit of nationalism?

Aim #2: Why was the period from 1815-1825 known as the “era of good feeling?”


I. Nationalism in the United States
· Nationalism became dominant over sectionalism

· Sectionalism is devotion to local interests 

· wanted to strengthen the central government 

· People began thinking on a national level

II. The Era of Good Feeling
· 1815 decline in political parties 

· two-party system disappeared

· The Republicans governed without opposition

· James Monroe won the elections of 1816 and 1820 

· Period known as the “era of good feelings” 

III. Economic Changes 
· The gov’t was considering problems of national interest 

· The United States experienced financial disorder after 1811
· 1816: the second Bank of the United States

IV. The American System

· Based on the ideas of Alexander Hamilton
· allow the U.S. to grow and prosper
· System proposed by Henry Clay 
· The plan had three main points:

1. The establishment of a tariff; taxes that protect businesses from foreign competition
2. The establishment of a national bank that would promote a single currency 
3. The improvement of the country’s infrastructure, especially transportation systems 
V. The Protective Tariff of 1816
· the Tariff of 1816 

· Tariffs are taxes placed on imported goods 

· Made American and European manufactured goods comparable in price

· Hoped that consumers would buy domestic products 
VI. The Missouri Compromise
· Missouri wanted to be admitted as a new state

· Southerners wanted slavery, northerners didn’t
· A compromise was proposed and accepted in 1820 by Henry Clay 

· Missouri Compromise 

1. That Missouri be admitted to the Union as a slave state 

2. That slavery was to be prohibited north of 36˚30’ north latitude 

3. That Maine is admitted to the Union as a free state 

· Sectional balance was maintained

· there were 12 free states and 12 slave states

· New states would be admitted in tandem—one slave, one free
