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Aaron Darr is a pragmatic progressive democrat, HIV/AIDS advocate, public speaker, author, and activist of many political and philanthropic causes that surround issues and advocation for causes such as animal rights
and pediatric cancer. He is currently a prelaw Dean's List student at The University of
Tampa where he is a member of the Honors
Society and Collegiate Scholars. Aaron also
received an Associates Degree in Music Performance in 2012 from The American Musical & Dramatic Academy in New York City.
Aaron is a former chapter President of the
Democratic Women's Club of Pasco County
and currently serves on The Bureau of
Speakers and The Diversity and Inclusion
Committee at the state level through The
Democratic Women’s Club of Florida. He has
also served as Recording Secretary of The
Democratic Women's Club of Upper Pinellas.

Arron Darr
January Guest Speaker

DWC LUNCHEON
January 8th, 2019 11:30 AM

Aaron previously served as the Political Director of the College Democrats at the University of Tampa as well as the former Region Lead to The Millennial Council of Ready
for Hillary as well as the Florida State Coordinator of Ready for Hillary where for 2.5 years
Aaron organized events, voters, fundraisers
and volunteers statewide to lay the groundwork that ultimately led to Hillary for America
in Florida and Hillary’s overwhelming success in the democratic primary in the state of
Florida.

4350 El Conquistador Pkwy
Bradenton, FL
Please make your reservations by
Noon January 3rd, 2019
Call Sandy Gander 941.758.7187

or email

In 2018, Aaron has raised over $45,000 for
democratic women running for office in Florida. He currently serves as the Outreach Director for the Tampa Mayoral campaign of
billionaire banker, businessman, and philanthropist David Straz.

San.gander@gmail.com
Menu: Buffet includes salad, grilled chicken,
cold cuts, cheeses, bread and cookie
Cost is $18.00
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President’s January Letter
Happy New Year!

I would like to thank you for the opportunity to serve as

your new President. I have some pretty big shoes to fill, and I do hope I am up to
the task. I am honored to be stepping into the role of President, and with an outstanding Board to assist me along this journey, I know we will ensure this club
grows and prospers. As a collective, we all, as Democratic Women’s Club Members, will work towards our goals and of course work towards the support of women. As Patty hoped, we will “continue along the path of mutual admiration and cooperation.” I cannot do it
without all of you.
As our Preamble states: The Democratic Women’s Club of Manatee County is dedicated to a program of
clean, honest and humane government. We have a strong tradition of advocating and furthering progress
in the areas of civil rights, human rights, health care, criminal justice, education and of course the environment. I am resolved to continuing these important issues and supporting candidates who also stand for
what we stand for.
Again, thank you for this opportunity, thank you Patty Benson, thank you Board Members and leaders,
and our membership. I look forward to an amazing next two years.
Erika Lundquist, J.D.
President, DWC of Manatee County
ONE IS THE LONELIEST NUMBER … “For Trump,
‘a War Every Day,’ Waged
Increasingly
Alone”
By: PETER BAKER and MAGGIE HABERMAN , The New York
Times

“When President Trump grows frustrated with advisers during meetings, which is not an uncommon occurrence, he sits back in his chair, crosses his arms
and scowls. Often he erupts. ‘Freaking idiots!’ he
calls his aides. Except he uses a more pungent word than ‘freaking.’
“For two years, Mr. Trump has waged war against his own government, convinced that people
around him are fools. Angry that they resist his wishes, uninterested in the details of their briefings,
he becomes especially agitated when they tell him he does not have the power to do what he wants,
which makes him suspicious that they are secretly undermining him. ...
“The swirl of recent days — a government shutdown, spiraling scandals, tumbling stock markets,
abrupt troop withdrawals and the resignation of his alienated defense secretary — has left the impression of a presidency at risk of spinning out of control.
“At the midpoint of his term, Mr. Trump has grown more sure of his own judgment and more cut
off from anyone else’s than at any point since taking office. He spends ever more time in front of a
television, often retreating to his residence out of concern that he is being watched too closely.”
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Democratic Women’s Club of Manatee County
December 11th, 2018
Minutes
The meeting was called to order by President Pat Benson at 11:32 am.
The members pledged allegiance the flag.
The members of our club enjoyed a wonderful selection of Christmas carols sung
by high school members of the Manatee Players.
The members of our club and our guests from the Manatee Players broke for
lunch.
Patty Benson then installed Erika Lundquist as our new President of the DWC of Manatee County.
Patty Benson gave thank you gifts to our other board members for all of their hard work during the year.
The Treasures Report was given by our Treasure Joanie LeBaron.
We then heard from Sherry Emigh, who is our Membership Chairman, indicating that our membership
dues are due in January. Membership is $25 for the year.
The September Minutes were submitted for approval and filed with the Treasurer’s Report.

The meeting was adjourned.
By: M. Rachel Young
Recording Secretary, Temporary

Trump takes parting shot at Mattis—Says outgoing
defense chief doesn’t see that other nations “take
total advantage of US
By: John Johnson, Newser

(NEWSER) – President Trump is showing defense chief James Mattis to
the door on Jan. 1, earlier than expected, and on Monday the president
got in a parting shot. The US, wroteTrump, is subsidizing the militaries of rich nations who are taking "total
advantage" of America in the process, reports the Hill. "General Mattis did not see this as a problem," said
Trump. "I DO, and it is being fixed!" Trump also took issue with senators who say the president doesn't value alliances with other nations. "They are wrong, I DO," he said. "What I don’t like, however, is when many
of these same countries take advantage of their friendship with the United States" on military and trade issues.
Trump didn't mention any names, but Politico notes that Sens. Pat Toomey, a Republican, and Chris
Coons, a Democrat, made statements to that effect over the weekend. “The greatest asset we have is that
most people around the world want to be allied with us,” Toomey said. "It's a great ability to achieve our
goals and I don't think the president shares that view nearly to the extent that the rest of us do." Coons,
meanwhile, faulted the president's decision to pull out of Syria and said US alliances there against ISIS
must continue. (Trump said he had given Mattis a "second chance.")
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Photos from our DWC Christmas Party.
Thanks Minnie Jones for the pictures!
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What will change under the new criminal justice law
By: Stef W. Kight, Axios

President Trump has signed the First Step Act into law, bringing reform to federal prisons and sentencing laws influenced by the war on drugs.
Why it matters: In an era of extreme partisanship, the bill passed with overwhelming bipartisan support in both the Senate and the House. The new law will
send thousands of inmates home immediately, and opens up the possibility for
thousands more to reduce their sentences.
Show less
The new law will:
• Send up to 4,000 prisoners home by increasing the amount of time inmates can cut off of their sentences due to good behavior.
• Allow inmates to serve time in house arrest or halfway homes instead of prison cells, with exceptions for
high-risk inmates.
• Require that prisoners be placed within 500 miles of family.
• Outlaw shackling during childbirth.
• Mandate the provision of sanitary napkins and tampons to female inmates.
• Reduce the mandatory penalty from life to 25 years for a third conviction of certain drug offenses, and
from 25 to 15 years for a second conviction.
• Prohibit the doubling up, or "stacking," of mandatory sentences for certain gun and drug offenses.
• Give judges more discretion in giving less than the mandatory minimum for certain low-level crimes.
Make the 2010 Fair Sentencing Act retroactive, which changed sentencing guidelines to treat offenses involving crack and powder cocaine equally. This could impact nearly 2,600 federal inmates, according to
the Marshall Project.
The big picture: This law will only impact the 180,789 people incarcerated in federal prisons, but many
of the changes reflect reforms already implemented in some states. The act's passage could also set the
stage for more reform at the state and local level.

Trump's next chief of staff does cleanup duty for his boss
By: Axios

President Trump's incoming acting chief of staff says Mexico won't "exactly"
pay for the wall, clarified that Trump "now" knows he can't fire the Fed chair
and predicted the partial government shutdown will last into 2019.
The big picture: Mick Mulvaney is attempting to clarify the Trump administration's messaging from the White House's hectic statements that led up to what
is now partial government shutdown.
Five highlights:
1) The wall: Mulvaney admits on ABC's "This Week" that Mexico won't pay for the wall, a promise Trump
made on the campaign trail. "Technically, you and I both know that [the process for paying for the wall] cannot work exactly like that. I can't spend any money at the Office of Management and Budget, the Department of Homeland Security can't spend money from Mexico. We have to get it from the Treasury."
2) The Fed: Mulvaney spoke with Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin last night and Trump "now realizes"that he "does not have the ability" to fire Federal Reserve chairman Jerome Powell.
3) The partial government shutdown will likely extend into 2019. Trump stands by funding $5 billion for
the wall and “refuses to go along to get along," Mulvaney said on "Fox News Sunday."
4) On the resignation of Jim Mattis: "The president had known for quite some time now that Sec. Mattis
and he did not share some of the same philosophies," Mulvaney said.
5) Past comments: Mulvaney said he and the president have joked about his comments from 2016, when
he called Trump a "terrible human being." "The president knows that I've been fighting with him to fight for
ordinary Americans. He likes having me around. I like working for him," Mulvaney said.
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Lots of bad news for Trump in latest NBC/WSJ poll
By: Aldous J Pennyfarthing, Daily Kos, Sunday December 16, 2018

I wouldn’t wish what’s happening to Donald Trump on my worst enemy.
Would I wish it on the country’s worst enemy? Oh, yeah. This and more. (I’m still
pondering what Trump’s punishment should be when/if he’s frog-marched out of
the White House. I’m torn between pouring molten gold down his throat as an enduring metaphor for the eternal folly of unbridled venality and greed or forcing him to eat a vegetable that’s not
some kind of deep-fried potato. Still not sure which would be crueler.)
Anyway, it seems that the Trump scandal train just keeps chugging along, and people are starting to notice.
A recent NBC News/Wall Street Journal poll revealed:
•

62 percent of Americans think Trump is not being honest and trustworthy with respect to the Mueller probe,
while just 34 percent think he is. In August, 56 percent thought he was being dishonest, and 34 percent
thought he was being truthful.
• More respondents (46 percent) think Trump himself has engaged in wrongdoing in connection with Russia.
• 48 percent of Americans want congressional Democrats to take the lead in setting policy, versus 21 percent
who want congressional Republicans to do so and just 19 percent who prefer that Trump lead.
• Finally, the public has become more pessimistic about the economy. Just 28 percent of respondents think the
economy will get better over the next year, as opposed to 33 percent who think it will get worse and 37 percent who think it will stay the same. Last January, 35 percent thought it would get better and just 20 percent
expected it to get worse.
That last set of numbers may actually be the most damning for Trump. While public sentiment doesn’t necessarily drive the economy, low expectations can be an ill omen. For one thing, if people fear a worsening economy
(because they see a corrupt idiot in charge of the country), that can lead to a self-fulfilling prophecy. For another, the wisdom of crowds is often a more accurate barometer than the pronouncements of pundits, particularly
when it comes to the stock market, which has drifted sideways for a full year and has been sputtering badly of
late.
If we do have a recession, God forbid, let’s hope it’s a soft landing. Though with Trump at the controls, we may
very well crash into a mountain. Hopefully Mueller finishes up before that happens.

Top general on details of Trump's withdrawal plans: "I have no idea"
President Trump's sudden orders to withdraw troops from Syria and Afghanistan — and Defense Secretary
James Mattis' subsequent resignation — have left even the most high-ranking U.S. military officials questioning what they should be telling their troops on the ground, the Wall Street Journal reports.
“I don’t think anybody really knows exactly what’s going to happen. I’ve read the same stuff in the newspaper you did, I have a little more knowledge than that, but not a whole lot more.”
- Gen, Robert Neller, Commandant of the Marine Corps
The big picture: Military commanders have reportedly received "no timelines, hard numbers or orders"
from the Pentagon — “Nothing formal, just tweets,” said Navy Secretary Richard Spencer. One official told
the Journal that the resignation of Mattis was "more devastating" than the withdrawal, while another said
that the defense secretary's exit in late February would allow for "adequate continuity." This was, of
course, before Trump revealed Sunday that Mattis would be forced out by Jan. 1.
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The social media disease spreads
By: Mike Allen, Axios

The Russian propaganda campaign to disrupt our elections and divide
Americans went far beyond Google and Facebook, infiltrating and infecting
everything from Pinterest to PayPal, Axios' Sara Fischer writes.
New reports out yesterday about Russia’s online disinformation efforts suggest that all of the major social
media platforms, from the empires of Facebook and Google to Reddit and Tumblr, were weaponized over
the past two years. Facebook-owned Instagram was particularly "underestimated."
Every nook and cranny:
•

The rise of Instagram: A report from the nonprofit think tank New Knowledge found that in 2017, the
Russian troll farm known as the Internet Research Agency (IRA) moved the bulk of its misinformation efforts to less-policed platforms, primarily Instagram, after more surveillance practices took hold on Facebook
and Twitter.

•

Offline manipulation: It also suggests that the Russians used other platforms, like fake websites and
PayPal accounts, to manipulate users to participate in hyper-political behavior offline, like protests or
marches.

•

Luring "assets": The report details how the IRA tried to lure people into doing tasks for them, like soliciting videos or legal requests, by using information against people with personal struggles around things like
their sexuality.

•

Selling merchandise: They also set up accounts to promote socially-divisive merchandise, like "LGBTpositive sex toys" on Instagram and Facebook.
Between the lines: Some of the most eye-opening findings from the new reports are the ones that show
how Russians exploited existing divisions around key moments or movements in the U.S. without being
fully noticed at the time.

•

Political events: A study from Oxford University’s Computational Propaganda Project and network analysis firm Graphika shows that Russians targeted Americans at key political moments like political conventions.

•

Disenfranchised voters: The Oxford study also points out that the IRA tried to campaign for AfricanAmerican voters to boycott elections or follow the wrong voting procedures in 2016.

•

Racial tensions: The New Knowledge report shows that the IRA focused much of its attention on sowing
discord amongst black audiences, particularly around the height of Black Lives Matter movement in 2016
and the NFL national anthem controversy in 2017.

The big picture: The studies, commissioned by the Senate, follow other reports about ways repressive regimes, in places like Iran and Myanmar, also use social media to exploit existing divisions within vulnerable
populations.
Political referendums, in particular, tend to be a hot target. Reports over the past year also suggest that
Russian actors sought to rile up citizens around referendums in places like Spain, Britainand Macedonia.
In Remembrance of Bobbi McNally….. Bobbi suddenly passed away the day after Thanksgiving. She was from New Jersey and has no family in the area and her ashes have been sent to
her daughter. She was a very good friend of Mary Bass and had met at the Renaissance attending yoga class. Even though Bobby was a new member, many of you met her at the Ladies'
Tea Party fundraiser. Interesting note about Bobby. She was a Republican until very recently
and had changed her party after the Trump fiasco. Such a loss for all of us.
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Why Fights Over Immigration Keep Shutting Down The Government
By: Greg Dworkin , Dailykos
Let me avoid making this a both-sides story: For the most part, Democrats are more aligned
with overall public opinion on immigration. The majority of voters want undocumented young
people who were brought to the U.S. as children to be protected from deportation, and Democrats’ demand for that provision that led to last winter’s shutdown. Likewise, most voters don’t support a border wall, but Trump is driving toward a shutdown in pursuit of a wall,
an idea that many congressional Republicans are fairly lukewarm about.
That said, America did elect a president (in 2016) and a Senate majority (in 2016 and 2018) who belong to the
party that is generally less supportive of immigration, so either there is some appetite for a middle ground or immigration is not a deal-breaker issue for many Americans. Either way, it would be logical for the two sides to find a
compromise. But the shifts the parties have undergone in the last 10 or so years make such a compromise hard to
execute. Democratic leaders can’t easily sign on to any funding for a wall that their base thinks is a physical monument to racism, particularly since the top Democratic leaders are white but much of the party base is not. Trump
can’t easily give up on the wall, since he basically campaigned on the idea that America needs a wall to remain a
great nation.
So we’re already at two shutdowns involving immigration policy in the Trump era — and I would not rule out a few
more.

Here’s this months treat to all of our members who get their newsletter by email. It’s a song
parody tribute to Michael Cohen and other of Trump’s leaking ex-staffers. Hope you find it
funny.
CLICK HERE FOR VIDEO

She got two raises since 2005—one was 25 cents, and the
next 15 cents. We must know who to blame
Americans’ form of suffering may be the reason why politicians and corporations
take advantage of them. Americans seem content to suffer in silence, and the
number of activists stirring the pot pales in comparison to the actual suffering
that’s going on.
Anyone doubting the financial plight of the majority of Americans should read Robert Reich's article in The Guardian titled “Almost 80% of US workers live from paycheck to paycheck. Here's why.”
The official rate of unemployment in America has plunged to a remarkably low 3.8%. The Federal Reserve
forecasts that the unemployment rate will reach 3.5% by the end of the year.
But the official rate hides more troubling realities: legions of college grads overqualified for their jobs, a
growing number of contract workers with no job security, and an army of part-time workers desperate for
full-time jobs. Almost 80% of Americans say they live from paycheck to paycheck, many not knowing how
big their next one will be.

The article goes on to state some inconvenient truths.
• American worker wages have been flat for 40 years.
• American workers lost their bargaining power due to the destruction of unions and the ability of corporations
to form monopolies.
Robert Reich is right for the most part. But many of his solutions are incomplete and will further erode over time
if we do not change the basic tenets of our economic system. We have a fundamentally flawed system that re8

DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2017-2018

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President

440-384-0985

Erica Lundquist

elund66@aol.com

1st VP (Programs)

941-714-0839

Jami Heye

jheye@ix.netcom.com

Sherry Emigh

941-744-2660

2nd VP (Membership)

sjetofu@gmail.com

Recording Secretary

941-264-5355

Rachel Young

rachelyoung101@tampabay.rr.com

Treasurer

402-213- 0769

Joanie LeBaron

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com

Regional Representative

941.-748-8536

Mary Bass

marygbass@gmail.com

Fund-Raising

Pat Benson 941-758-4610
pattybenson43@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Sandra Gander 941-758-7187
san.gander@gmail.com

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters 941-753-9741
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy 941-758-5140
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle 941-755-7426
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin 941-545-5788
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental and Mary Duda 941-708-0713
Legislative Liaison mcmduda@aol.com

9

Corresponding
Secretary

Vicki Wayman 941-567-6695
VickiWaman@tampabay.rr.com

Bylaws Chair

Mary Duda 941-708-0713
mcmduda@aol.com

Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Donald Trump (R)
www.whitehouse.gov

202-456-1414
(switchboard) 202-456-1111

U.S. SENATORS
Rick Scott (R)

Darryl Rouson (D-Distr. 19)

850-487-5019

Rouson.Darryl@flsenate.gov

727-822-6828

Bill Galvano (R-Distr. 21)

850-487-5026

Galvano.Bill.web@flsenate.gov

941-741-3401

Email and phone number to be announced
OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES
Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

Wengay Newton (D-Distr. 70)
newt@newthd70.com

U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)

202-225-5015

www.Buchanan.house.gov

941-747-9081

Will Robinson (R-Distr. 71)
Email and Phone number to be announced

Greg Steube (R- Distr. 17)
Email and phone number to be announced
GOVERNOR

Tommy Gergory (R-Distr. 73)

Ron DeSantis (R)
Email and phone number to be announced

Email and phone number to be announced
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850-717-5070

