P E N I N S U L A • S A N F R A N C I S C O • S I L I C O N VA L L E Y

JENNIFER

MONTANA
PORTRAIT
OF AN ARTIST

BILL & TIM

DRAPER

THE FATHER, THE SON,
AND THE HOLY GOAL

MARK

YUDOF

SAVING THE UC SYSTEM

OCTOBER 2011
WWW.GENTRYMAGAZINE.COM

Serenity Found
Former Los Altos Hills Mayor and Chairman of Trust Company of America,
Steve Finn has created one of the most spectacular private residences
on Maui. Gentry takes an exclusive look.
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ARCHITECTURE BY RYAN LEVIS, AIA
DOBROVICH GENERAL CONTRACTOR
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER: SCOT LISTAVICH, S.E.
CIVIL ENGINEER: SATISH GHOLKER, P.E.
INTERIOR DESIGN BY SUE POTTER AND JOSHUA CAIN OF SAXONY STREET DESIGN AND
GAIL DE BACK OF GAIL DE BACK INTERIOR DESIGN, SACRAMENTO
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akena, a particularly breathtaking
bit of Maui coastline, derives its name
from the Hawaiian word mak’ke,
meaning ‘many gathered.’ Ancient Hawaiians are said to have
revered this stretch of land and its inlets teeming with abundant
sea life for hundreds of years. Fast forward a couple of centuries
and you’ll find a new sense of celebration on this spectacular
piece of land. Beginning in the early 1990’s, local entrepreneur Steve
Finn fell in love with a property named Turtle Point—a jewel on
the Makena shores—and knew immediately that this would be
where he would build his dream home.

It took nearly two decades from purchase to completion, but
hope, patience, and tenacity are just a few of Finn’s strong points,
and so it came to pass. With his love of both Hawaiian and Asian
design elements, he fused his vision, creating an inside-outside open
floor plan while remaining mindful of the trade winds and gorgeous views. Five years ago, construction began in earnest. Finn,
fully involved with the design and planning from beginning to end,
finally drew a deep breath and celebrated the successful completion of this astoundingly beautiful project.
The estate’s elegant gates give way to a meandering drive
made from natural volcanic stone pavers woven together with

The magnificent Finn estate on Maui
rests on the shores of Makena. Steve
and Kelleen Finn took time out for a photo
in Steve’s 1934 Model J Murphy Body
Duesenberg (preceeding overleaf) with
Gentry’s photographer the day before the
nuptials this summer.

The great room (this page) and dining room
(opposite) overlook the pool and the Pacific
beyond. Interior designer Gail de Back, of
Gail de Back and Associates, selected furnishings that would blend beautifully with the
natural surroundings. Rich fabrics in greens
and creams cover sumptuous bergeres and
deep sofas while a dining table fit for a crowd
features comfortable leather-backed chairs.

Nothing short of spectacular, the Finn home’s
entry hall (this page) features a double
staircase that whisks guests to the second
floor lounge area, complete with a billiards
table and sophisticated bar (opposite). The
second floor of the home is also serviced
by a commercial elevator.

velvety soft grass. Once your car rounds the gentle curve to the
stately home’s front doors, you are struck by views that take your
eye from the drive straight through the core of the home to the
sparkling Pacific beyond. Indeed no detail was overlooked in the
creation of this extraordinary manse.
As you enter the foyer, swooping staircases draw your attention skyward to the double height vaulted ceiling covered in
woven bamboo, supported by walnut beams and highlighted by
a spectacular Chihuly-style chandelier created by a Maui glass company. Finn says with a wry smile, “When asked if it’s a Chihuly,
I respond it’s a Chilhuly light—all puns intended.”
While the stairs lead to a bar and billiards lounge area that
serves as the ante-room to five fully en suited bedrooms (most
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Steve and Kelly Finn have added a number
of delightful Balinese antiques to the home.
Constant travelers, the pair are always on
the lookout for special items for their island
dream home.

with wrap-around balconies and two with outdoor showers), the
ground floor volume extends seaward, where it ends in three
concentric dormers above the great room.
Ahh—the great room. In a word, the space is spectacular. Its
beauty is enhanced by the sense of openness it evokes. There is little delineation between outside and inside and on most days the
walls of glass quite literally disappear. “I think the glass doors are
my favorite aspect of the house,” notes Finn. His architect, Ryan
Levis, AIA, of Ryan Levis & Associates, a licensed Hawaiian
architect with offices in Malibu and Hidden Hills, California,
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sourced the expertly engineered glass doors with oxidized copper
trim from the Italian company Albertini. They single track (mind
you, making full 90-degree turns to do so) into pockets in the walls.
This 15,000-square-foot home would not be possible were it not
for its expert engineering. The lightness and openness of its form
stems from the extraordinary strength of a complex steel endo-skeleton and massive thrust columns that seemingly allow the ceiling
to float, yet support a second floor of bedroom suites. Those
columns, and much of the home’s magnificent cabinetry, are clad
in Balinese teak, most of which was milled in Washington State

“We wanted to feel at home with a house full of guests and large
scale parties as well as just the two of us,” notes Steve.
by cabinetmaker Tim Archibald and then hand-carved in Bali to
the exacting specifications of Finn’s designer, Sue Potter of Saxony Street Design in Valley Village, California. “Potter was
incredible,” notes Finn. “She created the interior surfaces masterfully—all the stone work and mosaics.”
The furnishings, too, were selected by Potter, along with
designers Joshua Cain and Gail de Back. The goal was to keep them
comfortable, casual, and dog and party friendly. The palette of the
interiors echoes the landscape with beautiful greens and sandy taupes—all soothing and relaxing. Murals by Maui native Lanakilla
Kelliher bring vibrancy to the walls, as do a few oil paintings by

Finn’s new bride, artist Kelleen Sullivan Finn, affectionately
known as Kelly. Mosaics and elegant stonework complete the interiors, marrying functionality and beauty in whimsical ways, such
as turtle designs inlaid on the living room floor.
The resulting home is grand yet comfortable. “We wanted to
feel at home with a house full of guests and large scale parties as
well as just the two of us,” notes Steve. This past summer, he and
Kelly exchanged wedding vows along the property’s stunning
coastline in front of over 200 friends and family. Indeed, many were
gathered to celebrate love, beauty, and a sense of place. Thus, the
expression of Mak’ke continues. !

The Finn home on Maui blends Asian and
contemporary architecture beautifully.
Natural materials, including teak, bamboo,
and stone, are masterfully employed to
create the ultimate island retreat.
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