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BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
26418 Mountain Highway E, Spanaway, WA

“We are a family of believers, gathered in Christ, called to be disciples,
nourished in the Word and sent to serve.”

Welcome to Worship at Bethany! During this time of Covid-19, for your safety
and the safety of others, we ask that you sign in with the host when you enter, and
everyone must wear a mask over nose, mouth, and chin and follow the floor
signs to practice social distancing.

Bulletins are available on the table in the narthex, as well as personal communion
chalices containing either wine or grape juice. If you would like to make an offering,
please leave it in the offering plate at the end of the table in the narthex.

The “Kids’ Korner” is our current alternative to a nursery. This section of the
narthex is set up for kids to stay quietly occupied under their parent’s (or another
adult’s) supervision.

~Today, Dec. 5, 2021~
Second Sunday of Advent

Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While John the
baptizer’s voice in the wilderness may be the principal focus of the day, Malachi’s
prophecy could as easily herald the coming Christ as forerunner of the Lord of
hosts. Finally all the baptized are called to participate in the sharing of the gospel.
In so doing we prepare the way for the coming of Jesus and assist all people in
capturing a vision of the “salvation of God.”

The Order of Service — The bulletin is all-inclusive. The readings and hymns are
included in the order they occur in the service.

Cover Image: Footprints and person walking on Redpoint Beach, Scotland. Copyright [J
ardea.com/Mary Evans/Robert/Pantheon/Superstock. Used by permission.

Liturgical text, music and visuals reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #SAS103348

Next week’s readings: First Reading:. Zephaniah 3:14-20; Psalm: Isaiah 12:2-6;
Second Reading: Philippians 4:4-7; Gospel Reading: Luke 3:7-18



WELCOME

WREATH LIGHTING

Light One Candle v. 1-2
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1 Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
2 Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
3 Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
4 Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
n I | | ——
ﬁgg,‘ A = — —
5= . o . F— o o
He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom -ise.
He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent-1ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry.
He is com -ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954
Music: TIF IN VELDELE, Yiddish folk tune

Public Domain

ADVENT PRAYER

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.
John the Baptist calls all people to prepare the Lord’s way
for the kingdom of heaven is near.

Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath.
Baptize us with the fire of your Spirit,

that we may be a light shining in the darkness
welcoming others as Christ has welcomed us,

for he is our light and our salvation.

Blessed be God forever.

Amen.




GATHERING HYMN: Prepare the Royal Highway
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!
2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised Kking!
4 His is no earth -ly king - dom; it comes from heav’n a - bove.
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Let ev -’ry hill and val - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar- ments! Shout and sing!
Your king, yet ev - ry na - tion its trib - ute too may bring.
His rule is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore -told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No moreshall doubt as - sail you!
All  lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
So let your praise be sound-ing for kind-ness so a - bound - ing:
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Ho-san-na to the  Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!
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Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN, Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Reprinted under OneLicense #A-711823




GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
N
G
J —*—=°© Z

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming
give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated.

FIRST READING Malachi 3:1-4
God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name
means ‘my messenger”) will prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by
purifying and refining God'’s people, as silver and gold are refined.

1See, | am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant
in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can
endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like
gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. “Then the
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LoRD as in the days of old
and as in former years.

Word of God; word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM Luke 1:68-79
68Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel,
you have come to your people and set them free.
69You have raised up for us a mighty Savior,
born of the house of your servant David.
OThrough your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us
from our enemies,
’from the hands of all who hate us,
2to show mercy to our forebears,
and to remember your holy covenant.
’3This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham:
4to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
free to worship you without fear,
“holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life.
’6And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way,
to give God’s people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of their sins.
’8In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
%to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

SECOND READING Philippians 1:3-11
The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter
about his joy to be in partnership with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how
tender-hearted Paul, sometimes a stern preacher, is with his friends as he
encourages them to grow in love and knowledge.

3] thank my God every time | remember you, “constantly praying with joy in every
one of my prayers for all of you, °because of your sharing in the gospel from the
first day until now. 61 am confident of this, that the one who began a good work
among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. ‘It is right for me
to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you
share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and
confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how | long for all of you with
the compassion of Christ Jesus. °And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow
more and more with knowledge and full insight 1°to help you to determine what is
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best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 'having
produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the
glory and praise of God.

Word of God; word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al-le - Tu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
0 u — |
ST e s =
e =
You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - lu - 1a.
GOSPEL READING Luke 3:1-6

John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance for
the forgiveness of sins.” As we hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense
the spectrum of political and religious authority that will be challenged by this
coming Lord.

The holy Gospel, according to St. Luke, the 3 chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

ln the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of
the region of lturaea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the
high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of
Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in
the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
SEvery valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,



and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.

This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Be seated.
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY (see next page)

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit
and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.



Please stand

HYMN OF THE DAY: On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
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1 On Jor - dan’s bank the Bap - tst’s cry an - nounc - es
2 Then cleansed be ev - 'ty life from sin; make straight the
3 We haill  you as our Sav - ior, Lord, our ref - uge
4 Stretch forth  your hand, our health re - store, and make us
5 All praise to you, e - ter - nal Son, whose ad - vent
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Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite 10

Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621
Public Domain



We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection
of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Be seated THE PRAYERS

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that
yearn for God’'s presence. Each petition ends, “Hear us, O God”, and you are
invited to join in saying, “Your mercy is great.”

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of our risen Lord be with you always.

And also with you. (The congregation greets one another.)

OFFERING/ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERTORY HYMN: Wait For the Lord

Q g I I
i~ s = : | |
Wait for the Lord, whose  day 1s near.
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Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!
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Text: Taizé Community

Music: WAIT FOR THE LORD, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994

Text and music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives
to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you
in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times ...
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup

we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.

We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.

Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.

Fill us with your light.

Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,

Word of God incarnate,

Power of the Most High,

one God, now and forever.
Amen.

We boldly pray as Jesus taught us:

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
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Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION (Follow the pastor’s instructions for taking communion from your
seat with your personal chalice.)

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMN: Comfort, Comfort Ye My People
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1 “Com - fort, com-fort now my peo - ple; tell of peace!” So says our God.
2 For the her-ald’s voice is cry - ing in the des - ert far and near,

3 Straightshallbe what long was crook - ed, and the rough - er plac - es plain.
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Com-fort those who sit in dark - ness mourn-ing un - der sor-row’s load.
call -ing wus to true re- pen - tance, since the reign of God 1is here.
Let your hearts be true and hum - ble, as be-fits God’s ho - ly reign.
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To God’s peo - ple now pro-claim  that God’s par - don waits for them!
Oh, that warn - ing cry o - bey! Now pre-pare for God a way.
For the glo - ry of the Lord now on earth is shed a- broad,
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Tell them that their war is o - ver; God will reign in peace for-ev - er.
Val - leys, rise  to greet the Sav - ior; hills, bow down in hum-ble fa - vor.
and all flesh shall see the to - ken that God’s word is nev - ¢r bro - ken.

Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: FREU DICH SEHR, Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551

Public Domain
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Please stand.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Most High God,

you have come among us at this table.

By the Spirit's power, form us to be bearers of your word,
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,

through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.

Amen.

BENEDICTION
SENDING HYMN (see next page)
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.
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SENDING HYMN: Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus
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I Come, thou long-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, born to set thy peo-ple free;
2 Born thy peo-ple to de - liv-er, born a child,and yet a king;
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from our fears and

now thy gra-cious king-dom bring.

born to reign in us for -ev - er,
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Is -rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, hope of all the ecarth thou art,
By thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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dear de - sire of ev-'ry na-tion, joy of ev-'ry long-ing heart.
by thine all-suf - fi - cient mer-it raise us to thy  glo-rious throne.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788

Music: JEFFERSON, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

Public Domain
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