One of the beneficial


 but hard things about going on a sabbatical, 



is that it gives you an early check on where your identity is.  

In North America, 


we tend to identify ourselves by what we do for work.  

As those of you who have made it to the mystical land of retirement are aware, 


when we take away our work, 



we are a little lost about our identity.  

I experienced this during the four months away.  


I was and would return to being a pastor, 

but from January 2 to May 2, 


I was not.  

So I had to find my identity in other things.  


I had other things to fall back on.  



I was still a husband and still a father.  

That may have been why I was so emotional at the LA airport 


as I prepared to head to Israel 


while the girls went home.  



The last piece of my identity was being stripped away.

During those 16 days in Israel, 


I was there by myself, 



texting Lisa maps of where I would be over the next couple of days, 



trying to check in when timezones aligned, 


but really free to go and do what ever I wanted on my schedule.  

This may have been why I was pulled aside by the officer in the airport, 


when asked why I was in Israel, 



I answered, 


“I've been wandering around the country.”  



I had no groups tours, 



no clear purpose, 


but said I would return to Alaska 



to serve the church here.  

That was enough suspicious red flags 


to earn me a 90 minute questioning session.  

Why would a person who was a pastor not be with a group?

Not be here for academic purposes?

I did make my plane 


and everything worked out.  

But our text this week 


has really had me thinking about where my identity comes from.  

The Sabbatical stripped my work, 


my friends, 


my community, 


my routines, 

and at the end, 


my family from me.  

As I wandered the Holy Land, 


the question was, 



“Who am I 



and how do I show that?”


Paul's argument with the Jewish Christians 


boils down to this very question.  

Who are we 


and how do we show that?  

God had called Israel to be a light to the nations 


and given them many customs 



that set them apart so that people could identify them.  

Now with Jesus' life, death, and resurrection, 


a new way of living has come about.  

The question was, 


could everyone walk into that life 


and how?  

The Jewish Christians highly valued their Jewish identity.  


To the point that they felt was essential 



to be able to enjoy the freedom of Christ.  

To be told that it was not necessary 


in order to be part of the God's family 



was a direct attack on their identity.  

They had a lot wrapped up in their heritage, 


customs, 


and practices.  

They were ways of showing how they belonged 


and who they were.  

We don't realize how much we value those things 


until they are taken away.  

The 16 days and half a world away 


was the longest and farthest I have been from Lisa and the girls and it showed.

This is why what Paul is proposing 


is so contentious with the Jewish Christians.  

If we can be with Christ 


by believing in his faithfulness, 



then what is there left for me to do?  



How do I show I belong.  



What actions do I need to do 




to show everyone around me I belong.  

These fears are tangible to someone who has just moved to a new town, 


or is retired, 


or who's children just graduated.  

They are tangible and very scary 


because we are dependent on ourselves 



to create meaning for our lives.  

Which has nothing to do with the gospel of Jesus Christ.  


We live in a world where all of these things can be gone in an instant.  

So where do we get our identity 


so that it can not be ripped away?

Paul is suggesting that Jesus alone is sufficient.  


He knows the issues that arise



 if we try to make it a “Jesus and” type of life.  


Even Jesus and Judaism 



is not going to work.  


Definitely not Jesus and my job,


 or Jesus and my family, 


Jesus and my friends.  

It is only when we are not bound by trying to prove ourselves 


that we are free.  

That is also when everyone who is trying to prove themselves 


get their hackles up.  

Like the airport interviewer.  


He did not like that no questions were phasing me.  



But I was free from everything.  




I had four hours before my plane departed, 




had stories to tell of my adventures, 




and no one had asked this many questions about my whole trip yet.





It was good practice before returning home.

Paul knew where trying to prove himself got him.  


It is a lot easier to avoid bad things 



when you see where they get you.  

Paul had raced to the top in his zealousness as a Jew.  


God made it clear to him 



that all of that work 



was actually harming 




instead of helping God.  


To try and make our identity ourselves 



was not the way to go.  

We are going to try, 


some of us in high school tried 4 or 5 different identities.  

The secret is, 


you don't have to try.  

Our identity is given to us.

Look at the text, 


between verses 15 and 17 


the word “justified” appears four times.  

Justified means, 


“to cause someone to be in a proper 


or right relation with someone else.”  

We need to know that the justification he speaks of here, 


is all in the passive voice.  



We are not the ones doing this, 



we are not the ones causing ourselves 




to be in a proper and right relations with God.  


The Triune God is actually the one doing the action.  



We don't need to do anything 




to cause our relationship with God to change.  



God has already done everything necessary.  

Which means, 


adding extra steps, 



like not drinking alcohol, 



or going to church every Sunday, 



or giving so much of your tithe, 




are not necessary to make us justified with God.  

There is nothing anyone in the town of Skagway needs to do 


before they are justified by God.  

Another way of hearing that is, 


you have no excuse not to tell anyone about Jesus 



because they don't yet have a particular part of their life under control.  

The work necessary to be right with God, 


God has done.

Quick clarification,


this is justification,



being right with God.

Later in Galatians,


we will cover sanctification,



growing in God



or becoming Holy.

You may be looking at verse 16 


and seeing that I am missing something.  

For it reads, 


“So we, too, 



have put our faith in Christ Jesus 


that we may be justified by faith in Christ 



and not by observing the law.”  

Any good youth group leader will tell you 


the need to have faith in Christ 



to be right with God.  

Any Greek grammar scholar will tell you 


that we need to have the faith of Jesus Christ 



to be right with God.  


Your bible footnote acknowledges this possibility.  

We would actually prefer to be the one who has to believe, 


has to achieve a certain level of belief 



before we are right with God.  


That puts us back in control of at least something.  

However, 


if we are reading the way Paul most likely intended, 



we need to hear that we are justified by the faith of Christ.  

It is Jesus' faith 


that makes us right with God.  



Sorry.  

Your faith is good, 


but not necessary  

That is why “works of the law” are also unnecessary.  


They are good, 



but not necessary.  

As soon as we make it anything more than the faith of Jesus, 


it is not the gospel.  

As soon as our identity as God's people 


requires more than the faith of Jesus, 



not faith in Jesus, 



but Jesus' faith, 




the freedom is lost, 




the life is lost.  

As soon as we are making people do more than trust that God is enough, 


we are asking them to trust something other than the gospel.  

When we wrap our identity in anything more than Jesus, 


we are also in trouble.

The Jewish law provided socio-cultural identity markers 


that allowed people to say I am a Jew.  



Anyone who doesn't enjoy bacon 



and takes a day off of work every seventh day 




would still gets our attention today in Skagway.  

They were ways of saying 


we are God's people, 


the nation of Israel.  

Yet, they were never fully God's people, 


because they never fully followed God's ways.  



Their faith, 



their trust that God was who God claimed to be 




was never 100%.  

But that is what they were called to be, 


that is why Paul worked so hard 



to keep up the law early on.  

Jesus was the first one to do so, 


to believe God was who God claimed to be, 



fully.  

In doing so, 


he was the fulfillment of the nation of Israel.  


He is the fulfillment of the law. 

The law was to lead us to be God's people. 
Ephesians 3:8 reaffirms this being God's work. 

“For by grace you have been saved through faith 



(this is again the faith of Jesus,




 not yours.  



Don't believe me, 




what does Paul say next?), 


and this is not your own doing; 



it is the gift of God—  
9 not the result of works 


(including believing), 



so that no one may boast.”
If you still want to hold onto some works of yours 


being part of what made you a Christian, 



let me give you this scenario.  

There were two men who were looking at going ice fishing.  


One said, 



the ice on lower lake is an inch thick, 




but I can still go out to fish on it, 





because I believe it is strong enough 




and have no doubt it will hold me. 





I believe with all my heart.  


Another, 



looking at a lake on the pass 




with ice 24 inches thick says, 



“I know it has been cold 



and this is 24” thick, 




put it is still possible that I could fall through.  



I am going to bring a lifejacket 



and a ladder 




just in case.  


Which one fell through the ice? 

If it was based on how much we believe, 


it would be the second man.  

But it is not, 


it is based on the thickness of the ice.  

Just as our right standing, 

our justification 


is based on the faithfulness of Jesus, 


not us.

So, I can be jobless, 

community less, 

even family less, 


all of things that I was separated from during the Sabbatical, 

but it just made it clear to me where I needed to trust more.  


No matter where I went or what I did, 



I was never Jesus less.  

Even when things go awry, 


when we are not doing the christian identity habits, 


it does not mean our salvation is lost.  

If someone is new 


and hasn't started doing all the identity things, 



that doesn't count them out either.  

The question is, 


are they, 


are we, 



aware of the fullness of Jesus' faith?  

If we rest in that, 


and only that, 

we will be fine.
