While the Lectionary celebrated Epiphany last Sunday, SLIDE

I am acknowledging it this Sunday, 



for a couple of reasons.  

First, I wanted to get two full Sundays of Christmas in.  

The second is that in the early church, 


Epiphany was the biggest celebration of the church year. 

That is in part, 


because it was not competing against Christmas, SLIDE 


but included Christmas 




or the birth of Christ, 



it included the Magi coming and finding the child, 



as well as Jesus' Baptism, 


and then to include the Gospel of John, 



the turning of water into wine at the wedding in Cana.  

All of these events revealed to humanity 


that God had come amongst us.  


They demonstrated Jesus' divinity.  

So they were manifestations of God 


or Epiphanies.  

Originally, 


the 12 days of Christmas 


were the 12 days of Epiphany, 



before the 4th Century 


when Christmas was separated out.  

So while we acknowledge Jesus' Epiphany in our Lectionary on January 6 


and the first Sunday of January, 

it is by no coincidence that this Sunday is then Baptism of the Lord Sunday SLIDE

and the second Sunday of Epiphany covers the three Epiphanies of John's Gospel, 

culminating with the Wedding in Cana in year C.

While our Christmas pageants that we grew up performing 


tended to mix Luke and Matthew's birth stories, 



the scope of their audience is drastically different.  SLIDE
Luke's epiphany to the Shepherds through the angels 


does mention that all humanity, 


all people will be blessed.  

But this information is given just to Israel at this point.  

Epiphany, 


the story of the Magi coming from the East, 



from somewhere probably in modern day Iran or Iraq, 


to see the Savior of the world 



and taking that news back to lands outside of Israel 




is great news for the majority of us.  

It was where the news of our salvation, 


salvation for the Gentiles, 



was first revealed.

I should clarify that a little.  


It is where the actual source of our salvation as Gentiles is revealed.  

If you have heard anything I have said over the last year, 


Israel was called from the time of Abraham SLIDE


to be a blessing to the nations.  



To call the nations to the ways of God.  

Before we get too disgusted with Israel for forgetting this, 


we need to take a moment and do some self reflection.  

We had a narrative from the founding Fathers SLIDE

that we are a City on the Hill, 


a light to the nations.  

You can probably still hear that call in some churches this morning.  


But what of this Epiphany story are we sharing to the world, 



other than we all, 



ourselves included, 


need a savior 



because our ways are not God's ways.

Listen to the plot summarized.  SLIDE

King Herod feels threatened 



and sets out to kill every child under the age of 2.  


Mary and Joseph flee to Egypt for safety until Herod dies.  

The gospel story ends here 


if nations are not welcoming the foreigner escaping persecution.  

The story ends earlier 



if Herod is successful in attacking all his own citizens.  

Too many die there.  

Too many are dying here 


at the hands of their own government 


and the government that once lived into the words 



inscribed on the Statue of Liberty.  SLIDE
"Give me your tired, 

your poor, 

Your huddled masses 


yearning to breathe free, 

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 


Send these, 



the homeless, 



tempest-tost to me, 


I lift my lamp beside the golden door!"
This high calling to love the lost and weak


is why Paul writes like he does in Ephesians.  

The Gospel of Jesus Christ revealed to Paul 


as an Epiphany through an Theophany, 

made clear to him 


what needed to change in the world 



because of what Jesus did.  

This Ephesians reading 


is the same for all three years of the lectionary.  

Paul was setting up to pray for the Ephesians in verse 1 SLIDE

and then goes off on a tangent 



making sure they know why, 


Paul a former Jewish Pharisee, 



is now in prison for proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ.  

He was given this mystery, SLIDE

something that we can not understand on our own 



without Divine Revelation, 


through God pulling back the curtain for him to see the way things are to be.  

I believe all of us are struggling right now across America and beyond, 


because things are not the ways we know they should be.  

Even the calling of the Declaration of Independence is being forgotten.  SLIDE

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, 



that all men are created equal, 



that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 




that among these are Life, 




Liberty 




and the pursuit of Happiness.-”  
Various groups are focusing in on one or two of these aspects 


and creating a division between themselves and others 


who prioritize equality of men over their happiness


or happiness over liberty.  

Instead of striving for the whole thing to be true, 


we are harming others by dropping the rest.

Paul could have done this as well.  


He was doing this, 



until the Damascus Road.  

His focus was on Israel, 


until the mystery was revealed that SLIDE


“Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, 



members together of one body, 



and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.”  

That is the revolutionary mystery that Jesus brought about.  SLIDE

The promise of Jesus Christ 



does not rest on our nationality.  

We try to make it that in every era of history.  

William Barclay writes, SLIDE

“The basic sin of the ancient world was contempt.  



The Jews despised the Gentiles as worthless in the sight of God.  




At worst they existed only to be annihilated, 




at best they existed to be slaves to Israel”  

The Greeks, Egyptians, Assyrians also held a similar view, 


where their way was the best 


and the rest were inferior.  

They just needed to conquer everyone else


 and show them the proper way of life.

The best part of this worldview is, 


that if you focus on all of the things wrong with the other groups, 


you don't have to focus on the injustices of your own system.  

This pointing to the other as a problem SLIDE

has been a mechanism of evil since Cain and Able 



in distracting us from our higher calling, 


the calling of the Kingdom of God.

As we look at Paul's life and ministry, 


we see the radical change that occurs 



when we view others as part of our body 



rather than the enemy.  

Everything that Paul was preaching 


came from Jesus 


and it revolutionized the ancient world.  

When communities started working together 


for the best interests of all, 

when individual kingdoms stepped back 


and let a higher King rule their lives, 



the world was changed.

We see this happening in Paul.  SLIDE

He goes from Saul to Paul.  



Saul, after the first King of Israel 



to Paul, meaning “small or little.”  SLIDE
This passage tells us he sees himself as a prisoner of Christ Jesus, 


calls himself a servant of the gospel, 


and concludes with being “less than the least of all God's people.”  

By the time he writes to Timothy, SLIDE

he will see himself as, 



“the worst of sinners,”.

This may be why tears have flowed so profusely for me this Christmas Season 


while watching movies 


and praying for people.  

As I am reminded of our higher calling of love, 


of care and support for each other, SLIDE


the great chasm between those ideals 



and where we are right now as the human race 




are hitting harder this year.  

There is no longer the deception that 


“we are almost there.”  

Our human depravity is on full display.

Which leaves me with two choices.  


Option one, SLIDE


go into a spiral of depression and despair.  


Leading to anger, rage, hate, and division.  
Option two, 


follow the mystery that has been made known to us through Jesus Christ.  SLIDE
The mystery the shepherds saw, 

as did the Magi, 

as did everyone at the Jordan River the day Jesus was baptized, 


and those that saw Jesus turn water into wine.  

That mystery and reality is, SLIDE

“This is not the way things need to be!”

We are the church of Jesus Christ.  


Are we living into that reality?  

Being here is a good first step 


but it is not the full answer.  

During this time, 


we are hopefully reminded of God's ways 


and God's words.  

But as I have had to apologize to people for, SLIDE

I put a reminder in my phone, 


but leave my phone at home.  

Being reminded does no good 


if you don't respond 


or put the reminder into action.  

The church in America, 

the church in Skagway 


needs to take some time to be asking, SLIDE


“How are we acting like the church the Jesus revealed?  



How are we not living into this calling?”  

Would someone, 


after interacting with us report to a friend, SLIDE


“A new way of living has been revealed to me 




from my time with them!” 

Jesus' expectations were that his followers, 


the body of Christ, 



would be the revelation to the rest of the world.  

What is the world learning from us?  SLIDE

From our body, they are learning that we believe everyone has a right to food.  


That everyone has a right to Fellowship and Community.  


They can infer that all have the right to water and showers.  

The piece that is going to be harder for them to figure out SLIDE

is why we believe they have the right to these things.  



These are revealed through relationships.

I was disturbed this winter 


as I was contacted by a group of people 



wanting to live into the Christmas Spirit of giving.  

They were asking me for names of people they might help 


and give a Christmas meal to.  

The disturbing part was, 


when I named some people who could use some help, 



they said, 




“Oh, I work with them.” 




Or, “I see them for coffee all the time.”  

They described a closeness, 


but not close enough 



to realize how much they were struggling.

We are at a place SLIDE

where we have showers, 


the food exchange, 


open doors, 


community meals, 

we have the infrastructure in place 


to reach out to those who are hurting.  

I worked in the Fellowship Hall for an afternoon 


and saw the number of people coming in to use the showers 


and get food.  

It was wonderful and encouraging. SLIDE

But the facilities can not reveal the mystery.  

Only we, 


Jesus' hands and feet, 



can share what has been hidden.  

Let it be so.

For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles— 
2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3 that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. 4 In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. 6 This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus. 
7 I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the working of his power. 8 Although I am less than the least of all God’s people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 10 His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 11 according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence. 13 I ask you, therefore, not to be discouraged because of my sufferings for you, which are your glory. 
Basic sin of the ancient world was contempt.  The Jews despised the Gentiles as worthless in the signt of God.  At worst they existed only to be annihilated, at best they existed to be slaves to Israel”  Barclay

polupoikilos – many colored grace.  “Fits with anything that may come at us.”

Myster y is something that is hiddedna nd we have no access to without divine revelation

How is Epiphany related to the 12 days of Christmas? 

Epiphany has marked the end of the 12 days of Christmas for centuries. In the Middle Ages, the Christmas holiday was celebrated with feasting and singingevery night from Christmas Day through Epiphany. Using some creative math—December 25 was the first night and December 26 the first day—that totaled 12 straight days of merriment. 

The final night on January 5 is called Twelfth Night. In the Tudor era, the English commonly held lavish parities on Epiphany Eve that grew to include plays. William Shakespeare named one of his plays after the event, and “Twelfth Night” is believed to have been performed for the first time on Epiphany in 1601.

