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President’s Report

As we prepare to move into the Fall schedule the Tennessee Valley Chapter is looking at
a busy and productive round of activities. As your President, I cannot say enough, or express
adequate thanks, to the dedicated members and participants who contribute through serving
in office or on committees. It is obvious the ladies who work in the various support functions,
food comes readily to mind, offer a contribution which is unsurpassed.
We also have several new committee members and chairmen who are doing a great job.
The old hands who are still serving are providing their usual superior performance in their
chosen roles. It is the time when we focus on youth programs and our Public Service and
Heroism awards and we hope to have another banner year for participation and recognition in
all the various activities.
Jim Griffith has functioned as the Committee Coordinator in a new role. His
performance has been truly outstanding. Our Registrar, Charles McMurry, has another of
the chapter offices that have no off-season. We look really good on membership. I am certain
Charles will welcome the assistance and support of anyone interested in helping him with the
applications and research that must be done on each one. As I announced at the last monthly
meeting, Dr. Peter Booher has agreed to implement a mentoring program which should make
it much easier to identify and encourage the participation of our new compatriots. If you have
an interest in mentoring, or in being mentored, I know he will be glad to talk to you.
Along with several members of our chapter, I just attended my first Fall Senior
Leadership meeting at NSSAR Headquarters in Louisville, Kentucky. It was quite an
adventure. As a first time attendee I was given an extensive tour of the Headquarters and a
really informative orientation. The SAR Research Library is very impressive and will motivate
you to offer a $25.00 a year contribution to the SAR Friends of the Library. The
Headquarters is in a historic old building on Main Street along what is known as Museum
Row. There are several other interesting looking museums close by, and I was pleased to find
that the one being developed adjacent to our building is a Bourbon Museum, but I am not
sure which distillery will be represented. I encourage anyone who has the opportunity to visit
the NSSAR facility.
Our Color Guard participated in an 1812 grave marking on Saturday, September 30,
2017 and our Chapter Vice-President, Randal Jennings, commanded the Color Guard. There
is another Revolutionary War grave marking for William C. Maples in New Hope, AL on
October 7, 2017. I understand our Color Guard will be there also. We are fortunate to have a
number of chapter members who are willing to participate in such an active Color Guard.
I will close with a report on the Summer Social. It was a very pleasant affair and as I said
at the last meeting I hope everyone else enjoyed it as much as I did. The BBQ was good, but
the food the ladies brought was fantastic. Beverly Thornton did a great job as the event
coordinator. The after dinner entertainment was provided in a musical format with historical
commentary. The next big social event for the chapter will be our annual dinner in March.
That is still in the future, but coordination will be set up soon so we can reserve our space.
More information on that will follow.
Thank you all for your participation, your hard work, and your attendance at our
meetings and events.

Mac Moon
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Secretary’s Report - August Meeting
The August Chapter meeting was called to order by President Mac Moon at 11:00 a.m. in the auditorium of the Huntsville
-Madison County Library. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by
President Moon, followed by the SAR Pledge. The Prayer of
Invocation was given by Chaplain Richard Tingle.
Forty members and 20 guests were present. There were several first-time visitors and guests at the meeting, including the Regent of the Athens Chapter of the DAR, who is assisting a new
member candidate with this genealogical activities.
New Member Installation: Membership certificates were
given to Dr. Dave Billings and his wife Nancy on behalf of relatives of Nancy: Travis Carter, Curtis Carter, and Doug Carter.
New members Charles Mullins and David Mullins were not present for their installation.
President Moon noted that the Summer Social will be held
on Friday, August 18, at the Whitesburg Baptist Church South
Campus. Thanks were given to Bev Thorton for taking over the
task of hosting this event, and coordinating the food and supplies.
Bev asked that we be sure to sign up if you are coming, and decide
on what food item to bring.
President Moon also appealed to the members to make a
contribution to the SAR Friends of the Library, and that for a
contribution of $25 they will receive a lapel pin. The Louisiana
SAR has struck a Medal honoring General Galvez and they are
available for purchase for $40 from the Louisiana Society.
A book signing will be held in Tuscumbia at the Helen Keller Library, for the book “Send the Alabamians”, written by Nimrod Frazier, on Wednesday, September 6. This includes a Barbecue Lunch for a cost of $10.
Introduction of Speaker: Vice President Randal Jennings introduced the speaker, J. R. Dilbeck, winner of the TVSSAR and
State SAR History Teacher awards, and third place in the National SAR History Teacher competition. He is a teacher at Priceville
High School in Morgan County. His topic was on Peter Francisco, Giant of the American Revolution. Peter was a native of Portugal, and was6 ft. 6 inches tall, and weighed 240 pounds. He was
reputed to have picked up an 1100 pound cannon and hoisted it
up on his shoulder to carry. He was a survivor of many battle
wounds received during the revolutionary war. In one instance he
was “run through” by a saber and pinned to his mule. He died in
1831 of appendicitis. Mr. Dilbeck was given a certificate of Appreciation for his talk, and presented with a TVSSAR coffee cup,
and a framed copy of the Alabama Map showing the counties in
Alabama named for Revolutionary War heroes.
A motion was made and approved to waive the reading of the
minutes.
Officer’s Reports
 Vice President Randall Jennings noted the programs for future meetings
 Recording Secretary Kim Keller had no report
 Registrar Charles McMurray noted the status of the activi-
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ties of the Registrar.
 Treasurer Chip Pharr noted that the Chapter Checking Account balance is $3045.14, and the Money Market balance is
$10, 119.64.
Committee Reports:
 Youth Activity Chairman, Jim Griffith appealed to the members for support for the various youth activities, such as the
Essay, Oration, and Poster Contests.
 Clovis Davis, coordinator of the Eagle Scout Program presented an overview of the awards programs that Eagle Scouts
can participate in, including Scholarships.
Color Guard: Bob Anderson noted that the Color Guard participated in the DAR Bi-Centennial event held Sunday, August 13 at
the Huntsville Church of the Nativity.
Report on the 2017 Congress:
S ta t e P r e si d en t H a l
Thornton presented highlights of the recent 2017 National SAR
Congress.
 Change in Membership Criteria
 Dues Billing Change for new members registered after September 1
 Decreasing of the Debt of the National SAR by the sale of
certain investments, as suggested and facilitated by our member, Dr. David Billings. Dr. Billings was given a Certificate
of Appreciation for his efforts in that activity.
 Awards – The TVSSAR Chapter entry in the History
Teacher of the Year placed 3rd. Our Poster Contestant
placed 2nd, and received several flag streamers, including one
for the Patriot’s Biography Award, thanks to Bob Doherty.
 Charles McMurry was presented with his second Oak Leaf
award in recognition of his activities as Registrar in the
bringing in of new members.
 State President Thornton also noted that a number of the
TVSSAR members serve in various capacities in the National SAR.
 Many of the chapter officers and members were delegates at
the Annual Conference in Knoxville: Alabama SAR President Hal Thornton, Vice President, President Mac Moon,
Corresponding Secretary Jim Maples, Larry Crabtree, Jim
Alexander, Dr. Dave Billings, and Alabama SAR Vice President Bob Anderson. Of the 22 delegates from Alabama,
seven were from our chapter.
Other Comments
President Moon thanked the ladies who helped prepare the
meal for us today. It was noted that the Summer Social will be held
on Friday, August 18, 6-8 p.m., at the Whitesburg South Campus.
A motion to adjourn was made, seconded and approved. The
meeting was adjourned at 12:15 p.m. The Recessional was led by
President Moon, followed by the Benediction by Chaplain Tingle.

Kim Keller, Secretary
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Secretary’s Report - September Meeting
The September Chapter meeting was called to order by President Mac Moon at 11:00 a.m. in the auditorium of the HuntsvilleMadison County Library.
The Chapter observed a moment of silent tribute to the citizens who died in the 9/11 attacks and to the military and civilian
members who have served and died or been injured in the 16 year
War On Terror.
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by President Moon, followed by the SAR Pledge. The Prayer of Invocation was given by
Chaplain Richard Tingle.
Thirty-one members and 12 guests were present. There were
several first-time visitors and guests at the meeting, and prospective
members.
New Member Installation: James Moore was inducted as a
new member and awarded his Membership Certificate and recognition pin. His patriot was William Long, who was born in Ireland. He furnished supplies to General Greene and the Militia.
Charles Mullins, William Byce, and James Sandlin were not present for their induction.
President Moon noted that the Summer Social was held on
Friday, August 18, at the Whitesburg Baptist Church South Campus, and that it was an excellent event, well attended. Thanks were
given to Bev Thorton for taking over the task of hosting this event,
and coordinating the food and supplies.
President Moon also appealed to the members to make a contribution to the SAR Friends of the Library, and that for a contribution of $25 they will receive a lapel pin.
A number of members attended the book signing sponsored
by DAR in Tuscumbia at the Helen Keller Library, for the book
“Send the Alabamians”, written by Nimrod Frazier, on Wednesday, September 6.
Presentation of Military Awards by Bob Doherty




War Service Medals (and certificates) were presented to
Joseph M. Jones, James D. Terrell, and Peter Choate Booher.
A NSSAR Certificate of Patriotism was presented to Steve
Pearce.

The reading of the minutes was waived by a vote of the membership.
Introduction of Speaker: President Mac Moon introduced the
speakers: Compatriots George Royer and Jim Maples. Their
presentation was on Valley Forge and General Washington’s encampment there during the Revolutionary War. Both George and
Jim are members of the Descendants of Washington’s Army at
Valley Forge whose members can present evidence linking them to
persons who were in attendance at Valley Forge during the war.
They showed a map of the various battles in the area, and pictures
of the headquarters of Washington. Also shown were churches,
Photo by Jim Maples
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including Christ’s Church where Ben Franklin was a member, and
where his daughter was married.
Officer’s Reports:
 Corresponding Secretary Jim Maples noted that the current
membership is 211.
 Recording Secretary Kim Keller had no report
 Registrar Charles McMurry noted the status of the activities
of the Registrar – see the attached report.
 Treasurer Chip Pharr noted that the Chapter Checking Account balance is $3045.14, and the Money Market balance
is $10, 119.64.
Committee Reports: Youth Activity Chairman, Jim Griffith appealed to the members for support for the various youth activities,
such as the Essay, Oration, and Poster Contests.
Color Guard: Bob Anderson noted that his unit is currently
scheduled to participate in 11 events from now to December. He
also appealed to new members for participation in the Color
Guard.
Compatriot Jim Maples showed a video of “We the People”,
in which children sang a song with words from the Constitution.
Fred Ecklund, Past Chairman of the Maple Hill Cemetery
Stroll, presented to the chapter a large collage of pictures showing
TVSSAR activities, and a large poster showing the Alabama Counties that are named after patriots and soldiers of the Revolutionary
War.
New Business: New member Peter Booher has made a suggestion that we start a mentoring program for new members in order
to help them get more engaged as a member. He has accepted the
position of Chairman of the newly created Mentoring Committee.
Following this meeting, a called Board of Officers meeting
will be held.
Other Comments:
President Moon thanked the ladies who helped prepare
the meal for us today.
A motion to adjourn was made, seconded and approved.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:20 p.m. The Recessional was led
by President Moon, followed by the Benediction by Chaplain Tingle.

Kim Keller, Secretary
NOTICE: Again this year we will take signed Christmas Cards
to the “Tut Fann” Veterans Home after the December meeting.
If you have Christmas Cards that you would like to donate (we
don’t need the envelopes), bring them to the October, November, or December meeting. Be sure to put a sentiment inside
such as “Thank you for your service”, or anything else that you
would like to say to the veteran. Also, sign them with you first
name. Anyone who would like to go to “Tut Fann” Veterans
Home after the meeting is welcome. This is always an enjoyable
event as we honor our veterans.
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Welcome New Members - August and September Meetings

Kermit Moore

At the left, President Moon presents a new member certificate to
Kermit Moore. Above, Nancy Billings accepts new member
certificates for her Carter cousins in Kentucky and Ohio, Travis
Leo Carter, Curtis Allen Carter, and Douglas Jackson Carter.

Above right, Vice-President Randal Jennings presents a Certificate of Appreciation to J.R. Dilbeck for his talk
on Peter Francisco the “Paul Bunyan” of the American Revolution. Above left, our speakers for September
were George Royer and Jim Maples who gave a presentation on Valley Forge.

Photo by Jim Maples
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President Moon accepts a beautiful collage of the 2016 Maple
Hill Cemetery Stroll from Fred Ecklund. Fred was the 2016
Chairman of the Cemetery Stroll. Our Color Guard
participated in 2016 and will participate again this year. This
year’s stroll is Sunday, October 15th, 2:00pm - 4:30 pm.

Upcoming Events
9 October 2017 - Regular Meeting, 11:00am, Huntsville
Public Library.

Aaron Nottingham

13 November 2017 - Regular Meeting, 11:00am, Huntsville Public Library.
11 December 2017 - Regular Meeting, 11:00am, Huntsville Public Library.

Peter Booher
Bob Doherty
Jim Terrell

Joe Jones

Steve Pearce

On August 17 a special ceremony was held at
Hartselle Intermediate School for Chapter and State
Poster Contest winner Kayleen Coggins. Kayleen
went on to win second place in the national
competition. Congratulations Kayleen!

At the September meeting, Veterans Chairman Bob
Doherty presented War Service Medals and
Certificates to Jim Terrell, Peter Booher, and Joe
Jones. Bob also presented a Veterans Corp Certificate
to Steve Pearce.
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Summer Social 2017

Our Summer Social was an outstanding event
again this year with a bonus of having a visit from
“Uncle Sam” (Dave Dunlap).

Photo Courtesy of Aaron Davies

Jim Maples
1501 Elmwood Dr.
Huntsville, AL 35801
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