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Contact Information

Clergy: Fr. Bryan Kujawa
bkujawa@oggcatholic.org

soundcloud.com/frbryankujawa

Bookkeeper/Secretary:
Deb Whalen
parishstaff@ oggcatholic.ory

Address  Post Office Box 126

301 Governor Street
Oklee, MN 56742

Website:  www.oggcatholic.org
facebook.com/oggcatholic
catholicbiblestudies.org

Telephone: (218) 796-5844

Confessions: 15 minutes before Mass
Tuesday Confessions: 1 hr. post Mass

7895
(24-hour confidential number).

SAFE ENVIRONMENT

NOTE: If you or someone you know has
been the victim of sexual misconduct on
the part of a priest, deacon, or individual
representing the Diocese of Crookston, its
parishes, or its schools, your first call
should be to law enforcement. Red Lake
County Sheriff at 218-253-2996, Pen-
nington County Sheriff at 218-681-6161,
Marshall County Sheriff at 218-745-5411.
In addition, the Diocesan Victim Assis-
tance Coordinator is available at 218-281-

[Oklee  Jsunday  o6/30/24 [s:00am. ftFrankie Cyr
[Goodridge sunday  Jo6/30/24 f10:00 a.m. [For the People
IGrygla Sunday lo6/30724 Ji1:45 a.m. |Betty Jo Kiesow
|Oklee IMonday |07/01/24 |8:00 am. [JTom & Karen Hammers
[Grygla Tuesday  |07/02/24 [5:30 p.m  JAndre Hendrickx
[OKlee Jwednesday J07/03/24 [g:00am. |Holly O'Shea
[Oklee Thursday  [07/04724 [8:00am.  fiFrankie Cyr
INOTE TIME ICHANGE
[Oklee Sunday  [07/07/24 [B:00am. frcliff Melby
[Grygla Sunday  [07/07/24 [10:15a.m |For the People
[Goodridge JSunday  07/07/24 12:00 p.m |Leone Brule
[Oklee |[Monday  ]07/08/24 8.00 a.m. [joey Johnson
[Goodridge [Tuesday  J07/09/24 |5:30 p.m |Special Intentions
[Oklee [Wednesday J07/10/24 [8:00 am. |Special Intentions
Oklee Thursday |07/11/24 |8:00 am. [PLELLL S el A
[prayers
Oklee Sunday  J07/14/24 18:00 a.m. JFor the People
Grygla Sunday  07/14/24 |10:15a.m |Theresa Sorenson
Goodridge [Sunday  [07/14/24 [12:00 p.m [tLeone Brule
Oklee [Monday  J07/15/24 8:00 am. [Mildred Scambler
Grygla Tuesday 07716724 |5:30 pm  |Fr. David Rieder
Oklee [Wednesday |07/17/24 |8:00 am. |Kelly Hammers
Oklee Thursday l07/18724 J8:00am. |Ardith Altstadt
Oklee Sunday  ]07/21/24 18:00 a.m. [For the People
Grygla  |sunday [07/21/24 |10:15am [Theresa Sorenson
Goodridge Jsunday 07721724 ]12:00 p.m ftEleanor Rogalla
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CLERGY COLUMN

Happy Lord’s Day!

Today, June 30th, marks the completion of my second year in this assignment, which began on July 1st, 2022. Time flies when you’re
having fun, as the saying goes.

It’s been quite a time these last couple of years. When I first arrived, Father Hamness told me that there had been entire years be-
tween funerals sometimes. But then we had a funeral each month for the first thirteen months! One each in Grygla and Goodridge,
and eleven in Oklee. It was mostly people that I didn’t really get a chance to know very well, but there were a couple of others in
there who | had spent some time with. Anyway, then we had almost nine full months until the most recent funeral in Oklee, so peo-
ple must have finally gotten comfortable with the new pastor in town. I’'m grateful for all of those who have helped with the funeral
meals.

Here is a fun story from one of those first funerals: Back when I was ordained in 2015, | was called to a hospital in Fargo to baptize
a prematurely born baby, 24 weeks and only about a pound heavy. She was so small. | baptized her and always remembered her and
wondered what happened to her. After one of these funerals, a little girl came up to me and introduced herself by saying, “You bap-
tized me when I was in the hospitall” I was so happy to see her and give her a hug. Anyway, she and her mom started getting back
into attending Mass regularly and she eventually was able to receive her First Sacraments last year, a real gift. I'm so grateful for all
that led to me being assigned in these parishes at just the time for that funeral, which led to that reunion after seven years. God’s
ways are not our ways, but they are so much better-timed!

We've had great moments other than funerals, too. First Reconciliations, First Communions, Confirmations, Baptisms, Marriages,
Anointing of the Sick...it’s all been great! Of course, there’s also been the Sunday Masses and Masses during the week. It’s great to
get into a good rhythm with the entire schedule - I can tell you it feels like something is a bit off whenever I’ve been away for a Sun-
day. I’'m always so glad to see everyone on Sundays - I've experienced this gladness in each assignment I’ve had. One priest I know
says, “Priests are made for Sundays,” and I think that’s true. The Masses during the week and other things during the week ar€ great,
truly, but there is something unique about Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation that I love. And I look forward to more of them
this next year.

As always, feel free to invite me (and others, if you’d like) over for a meal or a coffee. I’'m always glad to spend time with people and
get to know you better.

May the Lord give you his peace!

Recently

Deceased Loved Ones

tLucy Christianson
tVernon Rogalla
TDonovan Stoneouse
tAdelore Plante
TRichard Perreault
TCecelia Christianson
TCorlan Magnell Klein-
schmidt

TJudy Zavoral

TDean Lambert
TRichard Bronken
1Jerome Carriere
TGary Paquin

TGayle Radniecki Grossman
TDelores Longtin
TLorraine Cote
TLorraine LaCoursiere
TTony Weber

tMatt Genova
TElaine Radniecki
TRichard Rolfson
TGary LaCoursiere
TTheresa Sorenson
TJulie Paquin
TFrankie Cyr

TCliff Melby

Pray For Those Who
Are Sick
Delton Sebenaler
Donnie Tougas
Kenneth LaCoursiere
Shirley Dessellier
Michael Bachand
Annette LaCoursiere
Debra Olson
Ambrose Beaudoin
Steve Sebenaler
Don LaCoursiere
Cindy Determan
Marie Adams
Grace Rundell
MaryAnn Lambert
Bailey Herried Drotts
George Pittman
Bambi Lambert
Doris Dessellier
Danielle Swanson
Mark Stromberg
Sylvia Remick Morey
Penny Kalar
Jo Lambert
Tony Radniecki
Bob Radniecki
Darren Tougas
Jude Syvertson

Richard Bourque
Rick Dulka

Mary Radniecki
Dave Zavoral
Bernadette Lambert-
Daymunde

Josie Rodriguez

Roy Rystad

Dave Longtin, Shorty
Bonnie Cote

Joyce Tougas

Brad Gunderson
Brian Peterson
Roger Lambert
Theresa Mutnansky
Carolyn Pittman
Shirley Cyr

Jack Miller

Mike Dessellier
Adam Cwikla

Tyler Larson (deployed)
John Lessard
Bonnie Paquin

Del Determan

Jake Martell

Bob Carriere



Volunteers Needed

- St Francis is being asked to bring paper prod-
S ucts: plates, napkins, cups, 7 silverware along

- with beverages: water, (and ice). Coffee, sugar &

" "." creamer. Each are also requested for a dish to

_ " share3 for pot luck. Sign up sheets will be on

the table in the entry of the church

R e B Questions call Jo Lambert
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On July 4, 1941, five months before the Unlted States entered World War 11, then-Msgr. Fulton Sheen published A Declara-
tion of Dependence to stir America’s soul into realizing what its independence entailed and to warn Americans what they
must do to keep it. This work of Sheen, a true prophet, is even more timely for today, as the world fills with more violence,
irrationality, growing abandonment of God and religion, idolatry of self and much more.

A Declaration of Dependence has been reprinted and rereleased for July 4 as the saintly bishop’s urgent wake-up call for the United
States.

“Men are visited with the effects of their own sins,” wrote Sheen. “In other words, sin brings adversity, and such adversity is the expression of
God’s chastisement of sin, brought about by the action of man himself. We are living in such a petiod of history now — the sad hour wherein we
are gathering the bitter fruits of our apostasy from God. Wars from without; class hatreds, bigotry, anti-Semitism, anti-Catholicism, atheism, and
immoralities from within — are the harvest of our godlessness. | know that there are many who profess belief in God, but they do not act on that
belief. What recognition is given to the moral law in politics, economics, or education? How many Americans who say they believe in God went to
their church or to their synagogue last Sunday or Sabbath?”

His words became timeless reminders of what was already on the horizon for today.

Allan Smith, the editor of this new edition, plus other Sheen works, described to the Register how the prolific bishop wrote several books during

those years as the world was engulfed in war. “Sheen was really pushing hard, just to remind us and say, ‘We’re going to do World War I11 really

quickly if you don’t get this right.””’

It was essential to correctly understand that double aspect or meaning of America’s Declaration of Independence. As Smith explained, “Sheen

begins really saying to America: Remember, the Declaration of Independence means a Declaration of Dependence. He was also saying that the

intentions of our Founding Fathers were that we would be a nation under God. All these men wrote this because they wanted us to say, ‘We need

God.”

Sheen began his title chapter by observing, as Smith explained, how “everyone talks of rights and few of duties,” so that “it is important for us

Americans to recall that the Declaration of Independence is also a ‘Declaration of Dependence.” The Declaration of Independence asserts a dou-

ble dependence: dependence on God and dependence on law as derived from God.”

Quoting the opening of America’s founding document, Sheen emphasized, “Notice these words: The Creator has endowed men with rights and

liberties; men got them from God! In other words, we are dependent on God, and that initial dependence is the foundation of our independence.
.. Bach person has a value because God made him, not because the State recognizes him. The day we adopt in our democracy the already wide-

spread ideas of some American jurists that right and justice depend on convention and the spirit of the times, we shall write the death warrant of

our independence.” He continued,

“When we deny God as the foundation of our rights, we shall no longer have rights. The Declaration of Independence, I repeat, is a Declaration

of Dependence.”

Smith pointed out that, in the book’s first chapter, Sheen talks “about the revolutionary tempo and how it’s irrational. It’s Violent, and it’s atheistic.

And he mentions how atheism is not so much ‘I don’t believe in God.” It’s like, I want to get rid of God.” It’s always very ViOlent.”

Indeed, as Sheen clarified, “The spirit of revolution has three characteristic notes. It is: (1) irrational, (2) violent, (3) atheistic.” He further ex-
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-plained, “Irrationality developed quickly in the modern world after it lost faith in God,” and it is “important to note that violence follows from
irrationality. When a man loses his reason, he becomes violent.”

Sheen next observed, “It is unfortunately the spirit of many in our own land who would sabotage our national life. There is irrationality in Ameri-
ca, for countless are our fellow citizens who are guided by emotion rather than by reason, who go on repeating catchwords and slogans that they
never analyze, and who deny there are any basic truths of reason, much less of revelation, by which man can chart the course of his life and dis-
cover the goal of his destiny.”

In his book written as America celebrated its last Independence Day before entering World War 11, the bishop emphasized: “Mark these words:
The enemy of the world in the near future is going to be Communism, which is using peace when it can and war when it must, and which is pre-
paring, when Europe is exhausted from war, to sweep over it like a vulture to tear its flesh. When Russia falls, America will be the new seat of
Communism.”

“Sheen always prophesied that communism would return back where it came from, the West,” explained Peter Howatd, president of the Fulton
Sheen Institute. “He reminded us that Katl Marx’s philosophy came from Germany, his economics from England, and his sociology from France.
It only took root in Russia because Russia, as Sheen put it, has the Asiatic soul of fire that communism needed to ignite, and then through vio-
lence spread its errors in the FEast.”

In A Declaration of Dependence, Sheen foresaw what others did not. Howard, having received his doctorate in sacred theology focused on the
work of Sheen from the Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas (Angelicum), explained how communism has penetrated the West through
ideological subversion.

“Sheen nailed it back in 1941, when he said that the essence of today’s conflict was between three philosophies of life,” Howard told the Register.
“These philosophies revolved around the question of whether man is a useful tool of the state, as totalitarians believe; whether man is only an
animal, as the materialists and secularists believe; or whether man is made in the image of God, as the Christians believe.”

“What is prevailing now,” Howard added, “are the first two philosophies, which are anti-democratic, anti-Christian, anti-Semitic and anti-human.”
False prophets were saying, as seen today, Howard continued, “that freedom means the right to do whatever you please; that to inculcate in the
growing child a sense of right and wrong is to be unprogressive.”

Smith explained that Sheen brought out in this book, as he did elsewhere, that there are two types of people: those who want to embrace the cross
of Jesus Christ and those who say they don’t want a cross. “But when they fling off the cross of Jesus Christ, they get the cross of communism,
the cross of materialism, the cross of consumerism, the cross of Marxism,” Smith said.

Howard added, “As Sheen put it, ‘Communism is coming back again on the Western wotld because something died in the Western world —
namely, the strong faith of men in the God that made them.”

“With Europe having explicitly and implicitly abandoned its Catholic roots, America is the last force on earth that can stand between a free world
and the diabolical transhumanist agenda of the totalitarian global elite,” Howard explained. “But America is at its weakest morally, politically and
economically, and its collapse is now seen by many as imminent” because many have “sold out America’s foundational principles.”

Still, a glimmer of hope remains, hinging on our response. “This is why America needs a new ‘Declaration of Dependence’ now,” Howard said,
offering a “Sheen solution.”  “It must now face and take up courageously the revolution of what Sheen calls ‘the passive barbarism from within,’
while also defeating the active barbarism from without which attacks our freedom. We will only do this by rediscovering and instituting into every
dimension of society America’s Christian roots (that precede 1776). This is why the Church and its saints must rise now, because we are the only
ones with the fullness of that answer.”

“Sheen was adamant that we will never rid our nation of its political, economic and cultural problems unless we restore the Christian philosophy
of life which single-handedly built Western civilization,” Howard added.

Indeed, Sheen wrote, “First preserve belief in God as the source of rights and liberties, and you will save democracy. But n0t vice versa.”

Youth has no trouble seeing the truth in Sheen’s words and warnings. Jenna Drummond, a senior at The Catholic University of America who
continues to focus projects and an upcoming thesis on Sheen and his development of ideas on communism beginning in his early years, finds “a
lot of what he says is mind-boggling because it’s so true now. It was true when he said it in the 1930s, in the 1940s and 1950s, and it has proven
itself over and over again.”

Referring to one of Sheen’s speeches at a Bucharistic congress before World War I1, she said, “He gave this really beautiful speech about com-
munism, capitalism and Catholicism,” explaining how everybody secks liberty and equality, but what people really need is the fraternity of Catholi-
cism, with everything “rooted in God, because that’s the only way that anybody will have real peace — when everybody knows that they’re indi-
vidually known and loved by God,” she told the Register. Drummond suggests celebrating this Independence Day in a Sheen way — by spending
a Holy Hour praying for our country “because there’s a lot going on right now, especially with the big decisions about Roe coming out, things like
that, but also with the turmoil in Ukraine and Russia.” As Sheen made a Holy Hour daily, people can make an Independence Day Holy Hour, she
said, “praising God for mercy on our country thus far, and begging for it to continue so that we can continue to celebrate Independence Day.”

As Sheen wrote, “Our love of God as a nation must begin with ‘fear,” for the ‘fear of God is the beginning of all wisdom’ (Proverbs 9:10): first the
fear of the sanctions of his justice, then the fear of betraying the blessings of mercy.” He pointed to Israel’s history, showing how God punishes
both his own people and their enemies: punitive against the Assyrians, ending in “their desolation”; paternal correction upon the Jews, ending in
“their restoration.”

With all these insights and warnings throughout history, Sheen asked, “Shall we go on with our godless education, our shattered family life, our
class wars, our political intrigues, and our undisciplined and uncircumcised hearts, because we foolishly believe the only enemy we have is across
the sea? In the name of God, let us face the facts” and “admit our guilt.”

“There are too many divisions and classes among us in America now; too many hates, too few deep loves. ... We will find the secret in the hum-
blest coin of our realm,” Sheen explained. “So many have been interested in secking dollars that they have quite forgotten the wisdom that is writ-
ten on the penny. Take a penny into your hand: on one side you will find written the words E pluribus unum: ‘we who are many are one.” If you
want to find out how the many are made one, turn the penny over, and you will find the answer: ‘In God we trust.”

“There can be differences in our national life without animosity ... provided we have a really good reason for loving one another. And the only
good reason for loving everyone, whomsoever he be, even though he be our enemy, is because he is a creature of God redeemed by the blood of

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” Joseph Pronechen | July 4, 2022 | ncregister.com



https://www.ncregister.com/features/fulton-sheen-s-july-4-declaration-of-dependence

