Colossians
Chapter 1:24 – 2:8 –23
The next section, 1:24 – 2:6, transitions into a passage about Paul’s past and present ministry.  His “suffering” in v. 24 refers to his imprisonment, which is made explicit in 4:10.  Although the conditions of his incarceration were relatively mild (obviously, he had plenty of visitors and the ability to communicate to the outside world), for a person like Paul, being stationary must have been a trial.  Verse 25 is a subtle way of Paul providing credentials to back up his authority for a community with which he had had no previous contact.  Verse 26 refers to the coming of Christ, the timing of which was concealed from the prophets, but has been revealed to the followers of Jesus, as 2:2-3 indicate.  In a way, Paul is attempting to fuse his reality of ministry with that of the Colossians, forging a pastoral bond, as is made plainer in 2:1-2, 5.  2:-6-7 is a rephrasing of 1:11, and concludes this portion of the letter.

Chapter 2:8-23
This section specifies what Paul is worried about in regard to the Colossian community.  We cannot make any confident claims about what exactly concerned him.  References to “philosophy” and “elemental spirits” in v. 8 suggest proto-Gnosticism or mystery religions, while vs. 21-22 could be a warning against the attractions of Jewish asceticism.  The intervening verses [16 – 19] could be applied to any or all of these religious sects.  Each was obsessed with “festivals” and “new moons,” although only Judaism focused on the observance of a Sabbath.  In Galatians, Paul is clearly targeting a strand of early Christianity that was heavily Judaic in following the Law of the Torah, and that could be why Paul emphasizes the uselessness of physical circumcision in v. 11.  

What we may have here is a generic encouragement for the Colossians to avoid exotic spiritual temptations and to devote themselves entirely to Christ’s triumph over the enslaving power of sin and death, which liberates people from scrupulous adherence to a complex code of regulations and the speculative practices of a variety of pagan and Jewish mystic traditions.   
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