
























































































































































































































ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
11-17-14   6 PM City Hall 
 
Chairman Ken Albrecht called the meeting to order following the Pledge of Allegiance. Webb, 
McCrillis, Clark, Albrecht, Dhom, and Farley.  Quorum met. 
 
Secretary Farley read the prior minutes.  Following presentation of prior minutes they were adopted 
by voice vote of 6-0-no abstentions. 
 
Chairman Albrecht asked if there had been any communications from the public to any board 
member since the last meeting. There were no prior communications.  
 
Secretary Farley read the request by the applicant, Steve & Earlene Rubsam.  The request for an 
amendment to the Zoning Map by rezoning the properties as follows from a B-2 to M-2. Said 
properties described as: 100 and 102 South Lafayette.  
 
Mr. Hanson stated it was their desire to live in Newton, own, but not rent, an apartment condo style 
living.  The property described above would allow for remodeling the building into 3 separate living 
units, making it a multi-family occupancy.  Mr. Rubsam advised that his mother-in-law would reside 
in one unit with the remaining unit to be sold.   
  
The building owner, Cindy Snyder addressed the board that she has been trying to sell the building 
for some time and that it had sat vacant, and the potential for rental occupancy was nil. 
 
Representatives from the ambulance department raised concerns about any exits being added to the 
back of the building leading directly into their building and lot.  Mr. Hanson advised no such 
additional exits or entrances were being contemplated. 
 
Board discussion centered on the concern of spot zoning.    In Mr. Rubsam’s desire to rezone he had 
researched and was concerned that a special use permit being granted for the current zoning, B-2 
would have to be annually requested and re-issued. 
 
The board was in agreement that spot zoning in this instance was not a blanket policy, each request 
would stand on its own merits and given the location and circumstances would be acceptable 
 
The request for an amendment to the Zoning Map by rezoning the properties described above from a 
B-2 to MR-2 was approved 6-0-with no abstentions with a motion by Clark and 2nd by Webb. 
 
Motion to dismiss by Farley 2nd by Clark passed with a 6-0-vote. 
 
Tim K. Farley 
Secretary Board of Appeal 
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