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Sarika (SEO)

Johanna

Planning the future of our children is one of the
most difficult jobs of parenting. In the midst of a
volatile economy, socio-political influences in the
job-market, rise and fall of major corporations, and
the high percentage of start-up failure due to lack of
planning, it has become increasingly difficult to predict what’s coming up in the next month or year, let
alone what may
happen in 10 to
20 years when
our children are
ready to work.
raiser for charitable projects. This
Nevertheless,
as a full of games and food is open to
filled event
parent, it is our
responsibility to
ensure a bright
future for our
children by making smarter choic- Rahul, Sarika, Mihir, & Aarushi
es with the information at hand. There are certain basic skills every
individual needs, regardless of what they choose to
become. Mathematics, reading, language arts, science, writing, public speaking, and reasoning are
some of the key skills we can impart to this generation. Studies have shown that children who participate in STEAM based education early in their educational journey have numerous opportunities for
growth in their higher education.

Heather

Mihir

Caitlin

Sarika and I started a book-club for our kids in
January of 2007 with support from our close
friends. We felt that the traditional numbercrunching mathematics, and reading fictional
books would not last long. We did research
nationally and internationally on what is expected to be the future of education. We
developed a program that not only caters to
the current needs of our public school systems, but also prepares our kids for future
growth and development.

Friends & Supporters of iEXCELL since Jan 20072
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“I genuinely believe we have an opportunity
to revolutionize how we educate our children.”
- LeVar Burton

Back to School Drive
Back to School Drive is
organized to collect/
distribute School Supplies
to local schools and organizations.

“Don’t Chase Success,
chase excellence and
Success will follow”

Book Fair

iCARE
The primary focus of iCARE is to
serve our community by volunteering time and effort. The core
team initiates various projects,
and a team of young volunteers
form a sub-committee and take
over the responsibility of executing these projects. iCARE members also volunteer at Home
Sweet Home Mission, Relay for
Life, Special Olympics, Community Clean-up activities, Back to
School Drive and more as opportunities arise. I
CARE volunteer opportunities are
open to all IEXCELL members and
their family members interested
in serving the community.

Book fairs are organized
by the staff and students as a fund-raiser for charitable projects. This
fun-filled event full of games and food is open to
public.

iEXCELL is an afterschool enrichment program enhancing student’s academic and social earning. Our curriculum is aligned
closely to Common Core State Standards and is constantly
upgraded to meet our students needs. Each of our levels has extensive material to help students understand and retain the knowledge. We regularly assess students and evaluate their
proficiency in all areas. The assessments are shared with the students to help them reflect
on their strengths and areas of improvement. We have a scheduled one-on-one meeting
with parents every year, to discuss progress. Parents are welcome to schedule additional
meetings anytime during the year for feedback or discussion.

Birthdays

All our educators specialize in their area of teaching. Our Academic
Educators are from the Education Departments of the local universities. They have expertise in material and instruction, and are pursuing their teaching careers.

We celebrate each students’ birthday by sending a
personalized Birthday card and an option to pick a
birthday gift of their choice from the enormous selection of toys from our Treasure Island Room.

When we hire our educators, importance is given to their majors and our requirements. They
also go through a training program before they start teaching independently.

Annual Educational Exposition
Our Annual Education Exposition or Open House, is
the forum to learn more about our programs. This
event is open to the community. We have our educators available during
the event to answer
questions about our
programs., teaching
style and more. A lot
of games and food is
part of this yearly
event.

Our Robotics Educators have 7+ years of experience in Robotics at iEXCELL. The educators
have been involved in learning, participating and competing in various robotic competitions.
They have won various awards including championships, Best Design, and Best Project. They
have participated in multiple state and regional and competitions.
Our chess Coaches are Pete Karagianis and Mihir Bafna. Pete is a National Master and is the
highest rated player in town. Mihir has played in many tournaments and is very good at
teaching beginners. He is also the 2016 Chess Champion of Bloomington/Normal

Annual Party

Fun First Fridays

We celebrate end of the year with a
blast. Every year at our Annual party,
our students are rewarded with gifts,
momentous, certificates and much
more for their hard work and dedication. This family event include festivities
like balloon makers, face painting,
games, dinner, dance and many more
fun activities. Performance by our

Aarushi

Emilee

Daniele

Prithiv

Afnaan

Angelica

Pavithra

Melanie

The 1st Friday of every month is “FUN FRIDAY” at iEXCELL. We organize movies, board games, video games, crafts, snacks, pizza, icecream and much more. All iEXCELL members are invited for this fun
-filled evening from 5 PM to 7 PM.

"This country will not be a good place for any of us to live in

unless we make it a good place for all of us to live in."
- Theodore Roosevelt“
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Brenda

Pete

“Children must be taught how to think, not what to think.”
- Margaret Mead
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“We cannot always build the future for our youth, but we can
build our youth for the future.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

Evaluation and Placement
“A dream you dream alone is
only a dream. A dream you
dream together is reality.”
― John Lennon

Prospective students are evaluated for a
placement recommendation. Placement is
based on the current level of the student’s
skill. The student is then challenged to grow,
improve, and
excel in their
knowledge.

Youth Global Citizen (YGC)
Youth Global Citizen (YGC) sponsored by For A Better Tomorrow (FBT) is an experiential
program for local high school students that develops leadership skills and imparts the significance of service and philanthropy. Participants learn about diversity, poverty, values, selfawareness, and socioeconomic disparities in our community and in our world. By the end of
the program, participants will have invested over fifty hours in program activities and informational sessions.

Our Teaching Philosophy

However, YGC entails much more than leadership training; it also provides participants with
an opportunity to use their new-found skills and awareness to help others and in so doing,
make a positive contribution to their community and their world. Participants work actively to
support a local or global non-profit organization, and this active involvement allows them to
put their new-found skills to immediate use. By pairing learning with action, YGC ensures that
participants are knowledgeable about how they can become engaged citizens, and equips
them to do so through hands-on experience in the program.

Our classes are taught in a small group setting as we believe that
the best learning takes place in a collaborative learning environment. Students interact with their peers through conversation,
classroom discussions, activities, & games to stimulate their minds.
Lesson are taught in a multi disciplinary format to ensure that every child has an equal opportunity to learn. Each of our student’s
learning is very important to us, and we make sure that all our students learn to the best of their abilities.

Silicon Andhra Manabadi
Silicon Andhra Mana Badi (SAMB) in association with local Telugu association (TAB) has successfully kicked off their 3rd year to teach Telugu language to local Telugu family kids. SAMB
strongly believes the greatest and most powerful gift a parent can give their children is to
pass on their language and culture. SAMB Bloomington-Normal meets every Sunday.

Our Facility
Started in our basement as a reading club with a table and 4 chairs, iEXCELL is now a fullyfunctional after school enrichment program with the following facilities:



Over 5000 sq. ft. of learning space located in the heart of the city.



5 fully equipped digital classrooms. Each classroom is equipped with a television, computer, white board, and other supplies.



3 conference rooms used for projects and parent meetings.



2 dedicated educator rooms for collaboration.



Waiting room for students, where they can safely wait for parents to pick them up.



Waiting room with coffee, WIFI, television, books, & more for parents and siblings.



A dedicated 2000 sq. ft. multipurpose room, primarily used for events like chess tournaments, tests, contests, camps, movies.



Library with a very large collection of books for various reading levels.



Gift room (Treasure Island) full of toys for students to pick from on birthdays



Classrooms, waiting areas, entrances, and parking lot are monitored by video surveillance for the safety and security of our students.



The pantry is always filled with snacks, juices, and light meals for students and staff
spending hours working on projects like Robotics.



Snack area for our students to socialize and re-energize!!



Large and convenient parking lot.



Safe and Friendly environment for all our students.

“Live as if you were to die tomorrow. Learn as
if you were to live forever.”
- Mahatma Gandhi

Chess
We have 2 chess coaches, Mihir Bafna & Pete Karagianis. Mihir focuses more on beginners, and Pete, a National Master focuses on
advanced kids. They use different books to enhance their play during
a game of chess. Students learn about tactics and strategy & how it
can be applied during their games. Games are reviewed & practiced.

Bloomington Normal Chess Club
The Bloomington Normal Chess club meets Monday nights at 6:30
and has rated, structured events available to participate in. There is
also a skittles area for informal games if you prefer not to partake in
the structured activity. Everyone is welcome to attend at no cost.

The college prep (ACT/SAT) program at iEXCELL is
designed to familiarize students with the subjects covered on the test: English, mathematics, reading, along
with writing. Students learn various testing strategies,
understand the format and structure of the test, and take various mock tests to help better
prepare for the exam. The lessons are planned in advance and goals are made for the students.
The goals for the students are made keeping in mind essential skills needed to navigate
through the test, specific strategies to apply the skills, and how to simplify tougher questions.
Each of the unit lessons are followed by a unit practice test which is then followed by a detailed review to improve skills. We prepare our students through direct instruction, games,
group work, homework, and debate. Unit test progress is regularly monitored and shared with
the parents. We have seen our students improve tremendously while in the program. Our students have scored up to a score of 35 in their freshman year.
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skill. The student is then challenged to grow,

Number of Membership Years
No. of

B

1

Programs











Fun and educational camp for school students
Consists of various educational workshops, including robotics, chess, science,
and writing
Relax in a very informal setting where the students can learn educationally & socially
Full-Day, Half-Day, Weekly & Daily
Develop social skills and meet new
Morning Session
Afternoon Session
friends
7:30 am – Check-in / Breakfast 1:00 pm – Camp Activity
Healthy, yummy, and nutritious meals
9:00 am – Camp Activity
2:15 pm – Snacks Break
Experienced and fun loving teachers
10:15
am
–
Snacks
Break
2:45 pm – Camp Activity
Fun indoor and outdoor activities
10:45
am
–
Camp
Activity
4:00 pm—Snacks &
Different camp activity every week
Noon
–
Lunch
/
Checkout
Morning
Checkout
Safe and friendly atmosphere
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15+

PROGRAM FEE PER MONTH

1

$95

$90

$85

$80

$75

$70

$65

$60

2

$170

$160

$150

$140

$130

$120

$110

$100

3

$240

$225

$210

$195

$180

$165

$150

$135

4

$300

$280

$260

$240

$220

$200

$180

$160

5

$350

$325

$300

$275

$250

$225

$200

$175

One-on-One

$200

$190

$180

$170

$160

$150

$140

$130

Days

SUMMER CAMP FEE (FULL DAY)

1

$60

$55

$55

$50

$45

$45

$40

$40

Zero Gravity

2

$100

$90

$90

$80

$70

$70

$60

$60

This camp is designed to give children opportunities with many different science themes. Children will encounter themes such as crime scene investigation, biology - animals & biomes oceanography, our solar system, and natural disasters. The goal is to have children become
hands-on investigators through experiments, projects, technology & group discussions!
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$135

$120

$120

$105

$90

$90

$75

$75

4

$160

$140

$140

$120

$100

$100

$80

$80

5

$175

$150

$150

$125

$100

$100

$80

$80

Motor Mayhem & Sensory Overload

Days

Do you want your child to be inspired to be an engineer, designer, programmer, and innovator? These camps are designed to engage children in learning how to program missions as
well as engineering and designing robots, which gives them a competitive advantage for
school, life, and college. We create a cooperative open learning environment that emphasizes
creativity, exploration, problem solving, collaboration, and even friendship!

SUMMER CAMP FEE (HALF DAY)

1

$35

$35

$30

$30

$30

$25

$25

$20

2

$65

$65

$55

$55

$55

$45

$45

$35

3

$90

$90

$75

$75

$75

$60

$60

$45

Rough Draft

4

$110

$110

$90

$90

$90

$70

$70

$50

We will use our creative minds to turn ideas into writing! Learn how to present a speech, create
a dramatic play, write poems, and debate about important topics. Not only will you have the
opportunity to become an inspired writer, but also express your writing with artwork!

5

$125

$125

$100

$100

$100

$75

$75

$50

School’s Not Out
We also offer camps based on individual requirement, focused primarily on math, language
arts, and vocabulary. This is a great opportunity to use summer break to catch up on
some of those math topics and improve reading skills.

Checkmate
Chess camp focuses primary on chess skills. We cover beginnings, endings, and tactics during our chess camp.
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Mode of
Payment
Chase
Payment

Auto Pay(ACH) is recommended to avoid late payments/finance charge.
Chase Quickpay payments can be sent to payment@iexcellkids.com

Due Date

Monthly Payment is due by the 5th of every Month for that month.
Late Payment fee of 5% per week with a minimum of $5 will be charged each week

Refund

No Refund for Missed Classes during the month. Catch-up Sessions available

Vacation

Vacation of 10+ weeks or discontinuing iEXCELL will move the fee level back to Base (B)

Effective January 1st 2016. Subject to change without prior notification
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Language Arts

FLL

FLL COMPONENTS

Our Language Arts program has been developed using fiction and nonfiction reading. The
curriculum is designed to have rich content for the students’ knowledge. The students are
immersed in vocabulary, word knowledge, comprehension, andmore
grammar
skills. and
Theyaffordable.
will also
accessible
improve their reading skills, along with learning decoding strategies. Classroom discussions
are encouraged, and students are motivated to think beyond the
content
understand
readwhere
cars to
have
been flying
for
ing. Lessons are taught
using technology and direct
instruction. Students engage in group discussions
and also have individual
assignments.

CORE VALUES
ROBOT DESIGN
PROJECT SOLUTIONS

First Lego League

ROBOT PERFORMANCE
Robotics Competition Time Commitments
JUL – Thurs 6:30 to 7:15 pm
AUG – Thurs 6:30 to 8 pm
SEP – Thurs 6:30 to 8 pm & Sun 10 to 11:30 am

Library

OCT – Thurs 6:30 to 8 pm & Sun 10 to 11:30 am

Our Library has thousands of books for kids of
structured robots and program
them
to complete
all ages
Students
are deencouraged to borrow
and read books to improve their reading skills.
The wide selection ranges
from beginner to advanced reading level. The beginner books are very simple for children to understand, while
the more advanced books become more complex in their length as well as vocabulary. The
books are organized by Lexile so that it is easier for students to find one specifically for their
reading and interest level. For each Lexile level, there are many different genres and
themes that the children will come across. Every time they pick out a book, whether it be
informative or silly, they’re learning about how the world
works and strengthening their imaginations.

One-on-One
Our one-on-one sessions are designed exclusively to tailor
the program to the needs of each individual student. Progress is monitored formally and informally throughout the
iEXCELL
teams
participate
in the
FLL Robotics
competition every year. The competition
session.robotics
Goals are
made
for students
to help
them succeed,
and the curriculum is adjusted according to the student’s
understanding. The
direct instruction
allows them to gain
a better understanding of difficult concepts.
“It isn’t what the book
These sessions incosts. It’s what it will
corporate technolcost you if you don’t
ogy, texts, and othread it.”
er resources to help
deepen each stu- Jim Rohn
dent's knowledge
and learning.
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NOV – Thurs 6:30 to 8 pm & Sun 10 to 1 pm
Thanksgiving Week – Additional Meeting Time
DEC – As needed for the final competition preparation
In addition to the above meeting times, there will be research
work that will need to be completed at home







2016 Regional winner
Participated in state
2016 Best Project Award
2016 Best Rookie Award
2015 Regional Champions,
Participated in state
2015 Rookie award winners
2014 Best project award
2014 Best Robot design
2013 Regional Champions
Participated in state
Several awards since 2010

Design, build, test an program robots using
LEGO MINDSTORMS® technology
Apply real-world math and science concepts
Research challenges facing today’s scientists
Learn critical thinking, team-building and
presentation skills
Participate in tournaments and celebrations

FEE
Student’s one Program Fee from July to December regardless of whether
you attend all 6 months or not. You can pay monthly or one time.
Eligible for Multi Program Discount.
Fee includes Competition (Regional, State & Global) , & Materials Cost.

ELIGIBILITY
Age 8+ as of March 31st
Open to current (as of January 31st ) iEXCELL Robotics Students only.
You should have also attended Robotics classes for in the prior year.
Continuation in Robotics Classes is a requirement for participating in competition. FLL competition
through iEXCELL is open only to iEXCELL Robotics students.
We reserve the right to dis-qualify students if they do not follow the required commitments in terms
of attending project meetings or completing assigned work on time. If a participant is dis-qualified,
the fee already paid will not be refunded back.
The student will not be able to participate if you take extended vacation in November
and December. Emergencies will be handled on a case-by-case basis.
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Robotics

Mathematics

The confluence of several technologies is making robotics
more accessible and affordable.
Compared to science fiction
where cars have been flying for
many years, in reality robotic
technology is growing slowly
and steadily.

The math curriculum is designed to meet the needs and demands of today’s learning. Our
curriculum focuses on more than memorization. It allows the student to understand concepts
by accurately selecting the best mathematical concept to solve real-world problems, while
demonstrating why the method selected proves to be useful. Each student is matched to
their ability level group in order for them to expand their knowledge. Students are taught
various strategies to help them reason and analyze the application of mathematical concepts.
Our Math Program:



Meets the needs and demands of todays learning

Our knowledge of building robots is due to the new inventions from Roomba’s vacuum
cleaner to Honda’s advanced
ASIMO. As robotics affects our
daily lives, it is important to understand how robots are created and programmed.
Our Robotics Program uses Lego’s NeXT (NXT) and Evolution 3(EV3) robotic systems. This program teaches students how to build well-structured robots and program them to complete defined missions . Our robotics curriculum ranges from beginners to advance levels. The beginners program includes knowledge of simple
machines and compound machines. Various
projects are created using NXT and EV3 .
Students will also learn the different stages
of block programming, data hubs and sensors to improve their programming skills.
Lessons include learning various formulas
and problem solving skills to help students
trouble shoot programs. Students will have
the opportunity to take part in the First Lego
League, which is a competition that presents
challenges for students to complete.

“It is strange that only extraordinary men make the discoveries,
which later appear so easy and simple. “ -Georg C. Lichtenberg
iEXCELL robotics teams participate in the FLL Robotics competition every year. The competition
is structured around team building, project design, and innovative technology. Teams are encouraged to build their robots all together and complete challenging and engaging tasks on
the mission board. The competition revolves around values such as cooperation, competitiveness, and professionalism. The competition also includes research of a current theme project
to be presented by the students at the competition. Students work on the robot and the project for several weeks before presenting at the competition.



Focuses on understanding
concepts, not memorizing.



Teaches various strategies
to help them reason and analyze the use of mathematical
concepts..



Provides practice of the
concepts they have learned.
Math Kangaroo is an international competition
for grades 1 through 12, with over six million students participating worldwide iEXCELL is the official center for conducting the math kangaroo
competition in Bloomington, IL. The international
competition is held on the third Thursday in
March. With Math Kangaroo, students:







Master their mathematical knowledge
Gain confidence in their ability to comprehend mathematics.
Learn how mathematics applies to nature’s laws and human activities.
Develop their ability to derive pleasure and satisfaction through intellectual life.
See that mathematical education is significant in every part of the world
Math Olympiad is a public competition for elementary and middle schools
begun in 1979. It has developed to become an international competition
with more than three million participants worldwide. Each student takes a
math test that requires participants to use advanced concepts and sophisticated mathematical thinking. Through Math Olympiad students develop a
love for math, learning mathematical flexibility, and ingenuity.

iEXCELL is exploring a new and exciting robotics competition hosted by Wonder League in 2017. Completed online,
teams of one to five students between the ages of 6 and 12
work together to create solutions to real-world technology
challenges. These teams compete against teams from across
the globe to design the best and most creative solutions.
The focus of this competition is coding and programming robots using Wonder software.
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Writing & Public Speaking



Presentations are an important part of our writing and public speaking
course. We have partnered with Speakers League, an international public
speaking club for kids, to give our students a great experience and boost
their oratory skills. In Public Speaking, students are taught about posture, eye
contact, fluency, and time control. Students learn about impromptu speeches
and the skills needed to be successful with them. Our writing curriculum:






Teaches the writing process: brainstorming, organizing, editing, revising,
publishing and presenting.



Introduces different types of genre, elements of
each genre, vocabulary, conventions, and tactics.



Partnered with speakers league.

FEE

D.I. COMPONENTS

Equivalent to one Program Fee for each month from July to
CORE VALUES
Feb.
Eligible for Multi Program Discount.
PROJECT SOLUTIONS
Fee includes Competition (Regional & State) , & Materials
PROJECT PRESENTATIONS
Cost.
Does not include Global Competition Fee if teams forward Past Accolades
to global.
2014 Best project award in Science
2014 Best project award in the Arts
2013 Best team work award
2013 The Da-Vinci award for Excellence
ELIGIBILITY
Several more awards since 2008
Age 5+ as of June 30th

“Either write something worth reading or do something worth writing.”
-Benjamin Franklin
Speakers League is a provider of curriculum materials and
support to schools, organizations, companies, and individuals that want to set up public speaking clubs and workshops for young people. Social phobias often start with
shyness in childhood or early adolescence, and progress
during adolescence according to scientific studies. Our public speaking program is based off Speakers League, but is also tailored to suit our student’s
independent needs, depending on their age & grades.

“The role of the
writer is not to say
what we all can say,
but what we are
unable to say.” Anais Nin

Global competition where students are encouraged to solve
real world problems.
 Students research a topic selected by the team. The team
incorporates their research to solve a problem and create a
presentation using a form of art.
The topics selected by the team are, but not limited to science, technology & arts.
Teams from iEXCELL have won and been recognized at the regional and state competitions

Open to current (as of Mar 30th) iEXCELL Students .
We reserve the right to disqualify students if they do not follow the required commitments in terms of
attending meetings or completing assigned work on time. If a participant is disqualified, the fee already
paid will not be refunded.

ExploraVision is a science innovative competition by Toshiba and the NSTA, or National Science Teachers Association.
ExploraVision challenges young explorers to apply scientific
principles to envision future technologies, and imagine
themselves as contributions to the future. iEXCELL
teams choose a current technology, research it,
and then envision what it will look like in 20 years.
Each team brainstorms ideas about how the technology could be improved and enhanced to better our environment, society, and world. Team
members work together to create their own project which consists of pros and cons, consequences, the process, history,
obstacles, and an abstract
of the purpose of the technology.
An illustration of the future technology is expected, along with the website the team creates for the project.
The projects are then sent in to be
reviewed and judged.

The Toshiba/NSTA ExploraVision science competition for K-12
students engages the next generation in real world problem
solving with a strong emphasis on STEM. ExploraVision challenges students to envision and communicate new technology 20
years in the future through collaborative brainstorming and research of current science and technology. Beyond engaging
your students in problem solving, team-based learning, critical thinking, and communication
skills, ExploraVision aligns with the Next Generation Science Standards.

FEE
Equivalent to one Program Fee for each month from Sep to Dec.
Eligible for Multi Program Discount.

Past Accolades
2015 Honorable Mention
2014 Regional Winner

ELIGIBILITY
Age 5+ as of June 30th
Open to current (as of June 30th) iEXCELL Students .
Included in Writing Curriculum. No additional Fee for students enrolled in our writing
classes.
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We reserve the right to disqualify students if they do not follow the required commitments in terms of attending meetings or completing assigned work on time. If a partic-
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