May 2, 2021
Fifth Sunday of Easter
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
WELCOME
PRELUDE: Tierce en Taille (F. Couperin)
MEDITATION

Within, Everywhere, and Always
by Kelly Ann Hall
Come close, Love.
There’s something that I want to take a look at together.
Are you in a place where you can hear me?
Because, I want you to really soak in what I have to say,
I come offering transformation, I come full of love,
and I so deeply want you to experience for yourself
what is so often only talked about or imagined:
My full presence to all things—my part in your being
and your part in my being.
I want to clean you up, cut off what no longer serves you,
and show you how deeply and truly everything is enjoined to me.
What’s yours to do is going to sound simplistic,
but its hard—trust me, I know.
People tend to get in their own way when it comes to connection.
So, what I am asking you is to open, to show me where it hurts
because right there is where I come in.
I am meeting you sore to sore, wound to wound
to nourish you by the intimacy of my own blood
and guide you into the mystery and miracle of my deep healing way.
I want to bring you closer in to me,
I want you to experience me and my love first hand Source to soul.
I want you to know, that you are soaked in me.
You are within my love everywhere, always, and my
love is never exhausted.
So share the spirit of it freely, give without worry or desperation,
let love move among you, soul to soul.
My heart is set on you, I am here, active and present—
I am yours and you are mine, I will never leave you,
so trust, remain, rest assured, be still and know:
You are within my love everywhere, always, source to soul,
and My love is never exhausted.

GATHERING SONG: All Are Welcome (ELW 641)

GREETING/ PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Lord of all, In Jesus you have made us all siblings in Christ. There is no
distinction between Gentile and Jew. There is no separation that can
remove any from fellowship in Christ’s community. Blind us to our
differences so that in unity we may proclaim your truth to all, for the
sake of Jesus Christ in whom there is harmony and peace. Amen.
HYMN OF PRAISE: Give Thanks With a Grateful Heart (TFF 292)

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
THE WORD: Acts 15:1-18
Then certain individuals came down from Judea and were teaching the
brothers, "Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you
cannot be saved." And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and
debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were
appointed to go up to Jerusalem to discuss this question with the apostles
and the elders. So they were sent on their way by the church, and as they
passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, they reported the conversion of
the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the believers. When they came to
Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and the
elders, and they reported all that God had done with them. But some
believers who belonged to the sect of the Pharisees stood up and said, "It is
necessary for them to be circumcised and ordered to keep the law of
Moses."
The apostles and the elders met together to consider this matter. After
there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, "My
brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you,
that I should be the one through whom the Gentiles would hear the message
of the good news and become believers. And God, who knows the human
heart, testified to them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he did to us;
and in cleansing their hearts by faith he has made no distinction between
them and us. Now therefore why are you putting God to the test by placing
on the neck of the disciples a yoke that neither our ancestors nor we have
been able to bear? On the contrary, we believe that we will be saved
through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will."
The whole assembly kept silence, and listened to Barnabas and Paul as they
told of all the signs and wonders that God had done through them among the
Gentiles. After they finished speaking, James replied, "My brothers, listen to
me. Simeon has related how God first looked favorably on the Gentiles, to
take from among them a people for his name. This agrees with the words of
the prophets, as it is written, 'After this I will return, and I will rebuild the
dwelling of David, which has fallen; from its ruins I will rebuild it, and I will
set it up, so that all other peoples may seek the Lord—even all the Gentiles
over whom my name has been called. Thus says the Lord, who has been
making these things known from long ago.'
Word of God, word of life.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD: They Will Know We Are Christians (P. Scholtes)
Hazel Baker, Ukulele/Soloist
CHILDREN'S SERMON: Roger Steinke, Audrey Fisher
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: There's a Wideness in God's Mercy (ELW 588)

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH –Roger Wolter
We are not alone, we live in God's world.
We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God. We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God's presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION –
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our
prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
God of all fruitfulness, you abide in your church and your church abides in
you. Cleanse us by your word and give yourself to the whole church on
earth so that it bears fruit and witnesses to your love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You have created the heavens and the earth. As we wonder at the beauty
of creation, may we seek vital connections among all that depends on the
earth for life. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You rule the nations with justice and love. Give the leaders of the earth
assurance of your abiding presence, that they lead not by fear but with
love for those they are called to serve. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You have loved us so that we can love others. We pray for all in need of
your love: those who are poor, lowly, outcast, weak, or fearful. Provide
for the needs of all. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You gather us with all the saints by the power of your Spirit. With them,
may our hearts live forever in your keeping. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in
your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING/ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERTORY: One Bread, One Body (ELW 496)

OFFERING PRAYER
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service
to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and
the earth. We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the
waters of the flood, for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of
slavery, and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer.
We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed
the hungry, and with a love stronger than death, gave his life for others.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection,
we await your promised life for all this dying world.
Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms
from death to life, that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the
righteousness of Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that
your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the
risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless
you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG: Bind Us Together (WOV 748)

DISMISSAL
Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
POSTLUDE: Trumpet Tune In D (H. Purcell)
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