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Constitution and Bylaws of the

MARYLAND STATE QUARTER HORSE YOUTH ASSOCIATION
Article I

The name of this organization shall be the MARYLAND STATE QUARTER HORSE YOUTH ASSOCIATION (hereafter MSQHYA).

Article II

This association shall have as its principal objectives:

Section 1.
Development of leadership, initiative, self-reliance, sportsmanship,
and other desirable traits of character.

Section 2.
Promotion of pride of ownership of registered Quarter Horses among boys and girls.

Section 3.
Promotion of safety.

Section 4. 
Teaching and learning of horsemanship, both care and handling of horses and participation in the above.

Article III

Membership shall consist of boys and girls 18 years old and under. Dues shall be due May 1st of each year, the amount as approved by the MARYLAND STATE QUARTER HORSE ASSOCIATION (hereafter MSQHA).

Article IV

1. The association shall be under the advice and guidance of the Youth Advisor, Youth Advisory Board, or the MSQHA.

2. There shall be a President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Sentinel, Reporter(s), and six At-Large Directors elected from the membership of the MSQHYA to serve as the Board of Directors.

3. The MSQHYA Board members and/or general membership shall make recommendations for selection of the Youth Advisor and Youth Advisory Board, which shall be presented to the MSQHA Board of Directors for decision.

Article V

Officers shall be as follows: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Sentinel, and Reporter(s).

1. Duties of the President shall be as follows: The President shall preside at all meetings of this association. The President shall appoint any committee that shall be deemed necessary for the efficient operation of the association.

2. The duties of the Vice President shall be to assist the President and act for the President when he or she is absent. He or she shall provide the Youth Advisor and the Secretary the names, addresses, birth dates, and date of paid membership as soon as possible, so each will have an up-to-date membership list.

3. The duties of the Secretary shall be to keep the minutes of all meetings in a book to be passed on to the next secretary. The Secretary shall keep an up-to-date roster of all the association members. He or she shall furnish the President of the Youth Association, the Youth Advisor, the President of the State Association, as well as the Editor of the State newsletter a copy of the minutes of each meeting. He or she shall give and serve all notices of the Association.

4. The duties of the Treasurer shall be to keep the Association’s financial records under the guidance of the Youth Advisor. He or she shall send monthly reports to the Youth Advisor and the State Association. 

5. The duties of the Sentinel shall be to maintain photographs of American Quarter Horse Youth Association and MSQHYA events and organize the annual scrapbook. He or she will work in conjunction with the Reporter(s).

6. The duties of the Reporter or Reporters shall be to report all Association activities, including business meetings to the Maryland State Quarter Horse Association newsletter, the American Quarter Horse Journal, and/or any other Association news publication or magazine deemed proper. Also, a copy shall be sent to the current Youth Advisor.

7. The Youth Advisory Board shall consist of five adults, two of which will be MSQHA Board members who do not have children directly involved with MSQHYA. The duties of the Youth Advisory Board shall be to mentor, guide, and advise MSQHYA.

Vacancies

In the event a vacancy shall occur in the office of President, the Vice President shall assume the position of President for the unexpired portion of the term. A vacancy in any office other than President shall be filled by the membership without delay at a regular meeting or a meeting especially called for such purpose. In the case of the temporary absence of any officer of the Association, the executive committee may, except as specifically otherwise provided in these bylaws, delegate the powers and duties of such office to any other officer or director for the period of that officer’s absence, provided a majority of the entire committee concurs therein at a meeting of the MSQHYA Board of Directors called for that purpose.

Removal of Members


Any member suspended by the AMERICAN QUARTER HORSE ASSOCIATION automatically shall be suspended as a member of this association for the duration of the AMERICAN QUARTER HORSE ASSOCIATION suspension.


A member may be removed with cause, by vote of the majority of the MSQHYA Board of Directors. Should the member so request, the removal shall be submitted for confirmation of rejection in accordance with a vote of the purpose. The member involved shall be entitled to the opportunity to present his or her position at such a special meeting prior to the vote of removal being taken.


An officer or director may be removed, with cause, at any time by a vote of the majority of the MSQHYA Board of Directors. Should the officer or director so request, the removal shall be submitted for confirmation of rejection in accordance with a vote of the purpose. The officer or director involved shall be entitled to the opportunity to present his or her position at such a special meeting prior to the vote of removal being taken.

ARTICLE VI

There shall be a minimum of two general membership meetings a year or as deemed necessary by the officers and the Board of Directors. One general membership meeting will be held at the MSQHA general membership/election meeting; the other will be a planning meeting with date to be determined after the general membership/election meeting. The election of Officers and Board shall take place at the MSQHA general membership/election meeting.

Article VII

MSQHYA and/or MSQHA, being a nonprofit organization, shall not be responsible for loss due to accident, theft, or otherwise sustained by any member, visitor, or guest.

Article VIII

These Constitution and Bylaws, when approved by the Board of Directors of MSQHA and MSQHYA, shall stand until the MSQHA general membership/election meeting and may be amended hereafter by a vote of 51% of the members present at any MSQHA general membership/election meeting.

Article IX

For a member of this organization to run for office or the Board of Directors, he or she has to have been a member of this organization three months prior to the general membership/election meeting.

Article X

To compete on any MSQHYA team, the following guidelines must be met by the specified dates.

Selection for Current Show Year for Congress and Youth World Teams

1.
Must be a member of AQHYA, MSQHYA, and MSQHA.

2.
Horses must be registered (nominated) with MSQHA for points.

3.
Dues must be paid by May 1st of the current year. 

4.
Fundraisers must be completed before team selection. Fundraiser, point, and meeting requirements will be decided at the general membership planning meeting, to be held before January 1 of the year of team appointment. 

5.
The Congress Ambassador is for an MSQHYA member not exhibiting at NYATT who has completed fundraising and participation requirements. The Ambassador must be a member of AQHYA, MSQHYA, and MSQHA and have dues paid by May 1st of the current year. He or she will receive awards of equal value but may not be permitted to walk into Opening Ceremonies at Congress (as per OQHA rules).
Anyone making a team and having their expenses paid (stalls, entries, walk-in clothes, etc.) and does not participate (i.e., classes and walk-in ceremonies) is responsible for reimbursing the club for these expenses. Individual cases can be taken before the board and voted on.
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