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THE UMC AND ITS DILEMMA
Friends, we now live in a strange time as a nation… as well as a denomination. As your pastor, it is
always my desire to be truthful and honest about my faith; I am never embarrassed to share with you
my stories and my tears. I believe it is important to be open and honest about who we are and the
things that are important to us; for this is how relationships and trusts are built. I hope that I have
earned your trust and have made it easy for you to share with me your thoughts and concerns. This is
so important to all of us in this strange time of our lives. If we cannot trust each other, I am afraid we
might not be able to face our future together with confidence and integrity.
I know that some of you do not agree with me on my understanding and interpretation of the Scripture,
and I want you to know that it is okay. After all, we are United Methodist, and it is why we are in the
dilemma that we are in right now; our beliefs about the Scripture, God and human sexuality are not the
same. For example, we have people who believe that Jesus is God and He is the only way to God,
while others, believe that Jesus is a good moral teacher and all religions lead to God or the same
place. There are also those who believe in the primacy of Scripture, that the Bible is the very Word of
God, and it has authority on human lives. Then there are those who believe that the Bible is no more
than a collection of human experiences of God; of their own understanding of God. Therefore, it does
not have authority on human lives. This, I believe is behind the disunity or dilemma we are in as a
denomination. When we have very different beliefs about God and the Scripture, it is impossible for us
to live under one roof; it is likely that we will not preach the same message or share the same mission.
Even though we may use the same book and familiar religious terms, we are preaching two very
different gospels and have two very different Gods.
Whereever we may fall on our theology or understanding of the Bible, it is always my prayer that we
would be respectful of one another, and be open to hear and learn from one another. As your pastor, it
is not my job to convince or convert you to my beliefs; I don’t believe I have the power to do so. It is
however, my job to preach to you the simple message of Jesus Christ and to be truthful to the
Scripture as it has been passed down to us by the Prophets, Apostles and church fathers. If I did not
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, who died for the sins of the world, and he has the power to
transform lives, I would not do what I do and would not preach what I preach; I would walk away from
the Christian faith with no hesitation.
You should know by now that we are at a cross-road as a denomination, and it is precisely because
we are not united in our beliefs, in our understanding and/or interpretations of the Scripture. Last year
before the lockdown of our country, we were starting to have conversations about the issues that has
brought our denomination to a place where many believe separation is the only viable option. We were
starting to have conversation over The Protocol for Reconciliation and Grace through Separation
because it was going to be presented at the General Conference which was scheduled for May.
But because of the pandemic, our conversations were postponed, as well as The General
Conference. And so here we are today, even more divided and louder; our true colors are
beginning to show, I am afraid.
Included in this May Newsletter, is information on three main groups within the UMC. Our church
is heading for a separation for sure. The question is, when? I hope the information will answer any

questions you may have regarding the trouble or dilemma we are in as a denomination. And
please feel free to contact me for any questions.
May God grant us peace and comfort as we navigate the crisis of our church.
Pastor Mao Her
THREE MAIN GROUPS WITHIN THE UMC:
GROUP 1: TRADITIONALISTS-ORTHODOX -EVANGELICAL:
The Bible (closed and revealed in a particular time in history):
Primacy of scripture – the authority of scripture is so important that they would be hard-pressed to be a
part of a church that veers from its truth.
o
o
o

―Orthodoxy‖ is holding to classic, traditional expressions of the Christian faith as literal
Truth—absolute Truth with a capital T.
Doctrine is important - Evangelicals see the progressives as making what they will of
ancient Scripture and Tradition
Evangelicals in the UMC are more at home with evangelicals in other denominations
than with progressive United Methodists.

Jesus:
Born of a virgin, performed miracles, died for our sins on a Roman cross, and that He bodily rose from
the dead. We believe that Jesus is The Way, The Truth, and The Life and that the only way to the
Father is through Him (John 14:6).
God and Human (Different starting point- vertical):
The traditionalists emphasize the command to love God with our whole heart, soul, strength, and
mind. In traditional evangelical vocabulary, this is often expressed in terms of the importance placed
on individuals having a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. The result is an emphasis on individual
morality and devotion, with sin being viewed primarily as disobedience to the Sovereign God.
Homosexuality:
For evangelicals, who hold to a traditional hermeneutic rooted in a vertical starting point for
understanding the human condition and God’s response to it, being gay and engaging in homosexual
behavior is sinful and immoral. It is disobedience/an offense against God, whom we are to love with
our whole being, in ways declared absolutely in the ancient Scripture and Tradition. The Church’s
ethical response to homosexuality is to maintain purity/holiness as best as possible and call gay
people to repentance so that they might better live according to God’s will.
Ordination Covenant:
Traditionalists take seriously the covenants they made at ordination and consecration. It goes against
our nature to break our vows to make a political or social statement. They earnestly desire to live into
the Wesleyan balance of vital piety and social holiness.
GROUP 2:

LIBERALS – PROGRESSIVES:

The Bible (not closed and general revelation):
They may or may not believe in the primacy of scripture. Progressives often interpret scriptures
through the lens of social and political changes.
o

expressions of the faith as authoritative but also as culturally-bound expressions that
require translation into current idiom to be relevant and meaningful.

o
o
o

Doctrines are not important – they object to the doctrines of historic Christianity
progressives see evangelicals as denying the relevance of contemporary reason and
experience.
Liberals/Progressives united Methodists are more at home with mainliners in other
traditions that emphasize social justice than with Traditionalists/Evangelicals in the
UMC.

Jesus:
They may or may not believe in the Virgin birth, miracles, or the atonement. Some Progressives see
Jesus as one way among many ways to God. Jesus’ physical resurrection may or may not be
important to their understanding of faith.
God and Human (different starting point – horizontal):
The command to love our neighbor as ourselves is seen as the primary (perhaps even synonymous)
expression of loving God with our whole being. The liberal theological program of the mainline church
of the last two and a half centuries, the social gospel movement, and more recent liberation
theologies grow out of this orientation in different ways. The result is an emphasis on social ethics,
with sin being viewed primarily as systemic, structural, corporate evil in which we inescapably
participate but against which the God of justice and peace calls us to struggle prophetically.
Homosexuality:
For liberals, being gay is as natural and a God-graced gift as being straight. As informed by
experience and reason (especially contemporary psychology), being gay is healthy and normal.
Instead of thinking of sex as a moral issue in terms of whether sex partners should be of different
genders (assuming a binary view of gender that many progressives would reject), progressives view
homosexuality through an ethical lens. They seek a sexual ethic that applies to all, asking what level
of consent, love, and commitment are required for sex to be appropriate in terms of God’s call for us
to love our neighbors as ourselves. Apart from the question of individual ethics, the church’s
corporate ethical response to homosexuality is to be as just, inclusive, and loving as we understand
God to be—calling all people, regardless of sexual orientation, to higher ways of living according to
God’s will.
Ordination Covenant:
Progressives see themselves as advocates for social and political changes and are deeply committed
to these causes. Their covenant is one way to change/fight against the current disciplines because
they believe it is harmful to the LGBTQ+ community. They have made it clear that the Traditional Plan
and those who advocate for it stand in the way of equality and social justice.
GROUP 3: CENTRISTS/INSTITUTIONALISTS
Centrists may fall under either Traditionalists/Evangelicals or Liberals/Progressives in theology. To
them, preserving the UMC (its structure, polity, traditions…etc.) is most important.

Sources:
https://juicyecumenism.com/2019/03/20/bishop-timothywhitaker/?fbclid=IwAR3apEWQgQArfLeAK5LHCPlRHcz1eqWhHvM839IIfNiUybgTH77FoUt-48Q
http://hackingchristianity.net/2019/03/guest-post-why-the-united-methodist-church-mustsplit.html?fbclid=IwAR2n9Yt8ptYnIwG3DmrIk03HoivcGI1QrpIw3q6PfUUlB8VMFJpPGpOsGS0
https://www.eowca.org/post/contending-for-thefaith?fbclid=IwAR19Jx3jsoZPx6UMjX27GQSbduq7o_YopT9tJAEDm03tyfUz2VAgBwE1wYg

CURRENT SERMON SERIES …
We will continue our study through “ROMANS”
“FOR I AM NOT ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL…”

Join us for worship every Sunday @ 10:15 AM…

In-person or virtual @
https://www.facebook.com/mao.her.92/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/649592321778434
https://www.facebook.com/pastormao.greenfield
We look forward to seeing you in worship!

Press Release from Council of Bishops - April 22, 2021

Council of Bishops to gather in virtual meeting April 26 to April 30
WASHINGTON, D.C. - The bishops of The United Methodist Church will meet April 26 to April 30 in a
virtual gathering that will bring together more than 120 episcopal leaders from across the globe.
Faced with the disruptions and postponements due to the COVID-19 global pandemic, the bishops will
discuss the changing role of the episcopacy and ways to lead the church in more transformative,
evangelical and prophetic ways.
The April meeting of the Council of Bishops will also hear leadership reports regarding antiracism,
ecumenical relations, immigration, disaster relief, and other mission and ministry work around the
global denomination.
―The Council of Bishops continues to be diligent in their work as they respond to the changing
landscape of our church and the world. They are committed to bringing the church’s prophetic voice
into the issues facing our communities including race, economic disparity, migration and immigration,
and the ever-changing challenges of the pandemic,‖ said Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, president of
the Council of Bishops.
The first and last days of the COB meeting (Monday, April 26 and Friday, April 30) will be livestreamed to the public on the COB Facebook page (www.facebook.com/umcbishops/) starting at 9:00
am Eastern time.

About the Council of Bishops
The Council of Bishops of The United Methodist Church provides spiritual and temporal leadership for
the 12.8 million members of the global denomination in its mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ
for the transformation of the world.

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR MAY

2nd

Acts 8:26-4043
Psalm 22:25-31 (UMH 752)
1 John 4:7-21
John 15:1-8

th

9

Acts 10:44-48
Psalm 98 (UMH 818)
1 John 5:1-6
John 15:9-17
Mother’s Day

16th Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
Psalm 1 (UMH 738)
1 John 5:9-13
John 17:6-19
Ascension Sunday
Acts 1:1-11
Psalm 47 (UMH 781)
Ephesians 1:15-3
Luke 24:44-53

23rd Acts 2:1-21

30th Isaiah 6:1-8
Psalm 29 (UMH 761)
Romans 8:12-17
John 3:1-17
Peace with Justice Sunday

Birthdays This Month…
2
9th
20th
22nd
23rd
29th

Martha Fellowship
TBA - hoping to have a short meeting sometime
in May to decide on the future of our small
group. We have had our meetings on The 3rd
Wednesday of each month in the eveningfuture daytime meeting a possibility. Will keep
you posted.
We had 6 completed sleeping bags to donate to
―Larry Under the Bridge‖ outreach!
Carol Olson

The UMW Caring Circle
The next meeting for the Caring UMW will be
held May 13th at 10 AM at:
Sacred Heart @ Missionary Lake Apartments
7350 S. Lovers Lane Rd
Any woman is invited to join us.

Psalm 14:24-34, 35b (UMH 826)
Romans 8:22-27
John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15
Heritage Sunday

nd

UMW CORNER

Mary Pitman
Dick Straub
Joshua Wolski
Laura Boehm
Jim Thomas
Dave Olson

I hope you are as excited to be meeting again
as I am. We decided to meet here to avoid the
problem of using the kitchen when Goodwill
uses it. The cost of lunch is $6 and of course I
don't know what it will be at this time.
Anxious to see us as a group again!
Judy Riedy

VOLUNTEERS FOR MAY
LAY LITURGIST
2nd
9

th

Pam Seri
Denise Edlund

16th

Ron Stinson

23rd

Beth Schramm

30th

Pam Seri

Thank you!
Please wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY when
you see them!

GOODWILL BINGO…

In APRIL we had the following sponsor(s):
18

th

Denise Edlund’s Birthday

If you would like to sponsor the bulletin, please
contact the church office.
The cost is $20.00.
Thank you!

We will start having our monthly bingo/lunch
with the folks from Goodwill on Thursday,
July 15th at 11:00 AM.
We will then start up our normal dates in
September. We meet the third Thursday of
each month at 11:00 AM, and are usually done
by 1:00 PM.
There will be a sign-up sheet on the
credenza outside of the church office,
where you can sign up to help with the food
for the lunch. You can also call the church
office to find out where help is needed.
This event is a lot of fun, and the clients
really get excited about what they will be
having for lunch! (They have been asking me
when we are doing BINGO on a regular basis
since they came back!)

Pastor Mao will be on Vacation May 3rd through
the 7th. In her absence, Pastor Thomas Thao,
Pastor at Albright UMC, will be available for
pastoral help.
He can be reached at: 414 429-4448

Apartment #
Change

Cina Chang
4434 N Oakland Ave #301
Shorewood, WI 53211

If you need more info on how you can help in
the future, you can call Jo in the church
office, or see Sue Thomas, Dave or Carol
Olson, Flo or Larry Graham, Beverly Bennett
or Carol DeGroot.

Outreach Opportunity…
We are happy to be in partnership with Circuits 7 and 8 to help a young family, who emigrated from
Pakistan, to Oshkosh and are now living in Greendale.
Their names are: Fiaz, Iffat and their three young children are, Ayan, Jason and Megan.

It has been a long journey home for the Masih family, formerly of Pakistan. The family lived in Joseph
Colony, a Christian area of Lahore, the second largest city in Pakistan. Ninety-seven percent of the
population is Muslim. In 2013, allegations of blasphemy against the Prophet Muhammad by a
Christian man turned violent. An enraged crowd attacked Joseph Colony, burning two churches and
more than 150 homes to the ground.
The Masih family not only lost their home and everything they owned, but Fiaz’ life was in danger
because he was a witness to the violence and had been shown on local news outlets.
He went as a refugee to Sri Lanka, and Iffat was able to follow many months later. ―I was alone for
eight months in the pregnant time,‖ Iffat says. Their first son was born in Sri Lanka and baptized in the
Methodist Church Sri Lanka.
Although they were refugees who owned nothing, they did receive help from the church and other
Christians. There were others who were less fortunate than they, and Fiaz says he enjoyed helping
whom he could by sharing food, money and books. After what happened in Pakistan, Iffat says,
―Everything was finished. After, we were poor people, but I’m happy now. It was very dangerous for
me, that’s why I’m here.‖
As a minority in Pakistan, Christians get little education and access to good jobs. Most have to work in
positions dealing with garbage and cleaning. Fiaz has no formal education, and Iffat went through just
eighth grade.
Christ United Methodist Church has volunteered to be the center point of their finances and Denise
Edlund is the Treasurer. Pastor Mao has been assisting them with practical needs. Two men from Oak
Creek UMC are assisting with help to find full-time employment for Fiaz, the father. Blessed Hope and
Memorial UMC are assisting with English as a second language and a woman from Oak Creek UMC
is connecting with the mother and the children.
We can all help them by providing support in the way of gift cards to:
 Speedway gas card
 AT & T Pre-paid phone card
 Wal-Mart
 Pick & Save
 Visa Gift Card
Two of the children are in diapers, size 2 or larger. The family uses 12-hour Pampers and we are
asked NOT to substitute for other brands.
You can drop your gift cards off at the church office or place in the offering basket at Sunday service.

MAY 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

1

9am – 4pm – WCA - LIVE
Simulcast of Global
Gathering of the WCA
(Wesleyan Covenant
Association)
2
9:30 AM – Adult Sunday School

3

4
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

5

6
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE - Sacrament of

7

8

National Day of Prayer

Holy Communion
Pastor Mao on
Vacation

1:00 – 4:00 PM – Fe Hispanic
Ministry
9
9:30 AM – Adult Sunday School

10
6:30 PM – ZOOM –
Accountable
Leadership Board
Meeting

10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE led by Denise Edlund

Pastor Mao on
Vacation

Pastor Mao on
Vacation
11
6:00 PM - Jazzercise

12

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY
1:00 – 4:00 PM – Fe Hispanic
Ministry
16
9:30 AM – Adult Sunday School

17

18
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

19

24

10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE
1:00 – 4:00 PM – Fe Hispanic
Ministry

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
31

10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE
1:00 – 4:00 PM – Fe Hispanic
Ministry

14

15

20
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

21

22

28

29

11:00 AM – BINGO &
Lunch with Goodwill

1:00 – 4:00 PM – Fe Hispanic
Ministry

30
9:30 AM – Adult Sunday School

13
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

Pastor Mao on
Vacation

Ascension of the Lord

10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE

23
9:30 AM – Adult Sunday School

Pastor Mao on
Vacation

Church Office Closed

25
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

26

27
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

The NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE FOR
June is:
May 23rd
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