Aim: Did Teddy Roosevelt give Americans a Square Deal?


I. The Death of President McKinley

· McKinley was elected in 1896

· foreign policy: imperialism 

· He annexed the Philippines, Guam, and Puerto Rico

· In 1900 McKinley won re-election 

· September 1901 he was shot and died 

· Theodore Roosevelt became President

II. Theodore Roosevelt
· Youngest president ever at 42 years old

· Gov’t should take control when states cannot deal with problems

· Square Deal: various progressive reforms sponsored by Roosevelt
A. The 1902 Coal Strike
· Roosevelt settled the dispute

· the federal gov’t to intervened when a strike threatened the public welfare 

B. Roosevelt: Trustbuster
· Trusts drove out competitors out and raised prices 

· Sherman Antitrust Act failed to end trusts 

· Trustbuster: wanted to end trusts that hurt the public interest

· In 1902 Roosevelt sued the Northern Securities Company

· The Roosevelt administration filed 44 antitrust suits

C. Roosevelt’s Plan for better Public Health
· The Jungle inspired Roosevelt to reform for the public health

Meat Inspection Act
· forced strict cleanliness and federal meat inspection

Pure Food and Drug Act
· halted the sale of contaminated foods and medicines 

· called for truth in labeling 
D. Conservation
· 19th century Americans exploited the natural environment

· Overgrazed lands, Cities contaminated rivers and streams

· Roosevelt set aside:

· 1.5 million acres for water-power sites 

· 80 million acres used for U.S. Geological Survey 

· Created more than 50 wildlife sanctuaries and several national parks

· some wilderness areas are preserved while others would be developed for the common good

