Aim: How important is the Judicial Branch of the federal government?


I. Federal Court System

A. federal courts handle cases concerning:

a. Constitution and federal laws and treaties

b. citizens of different states 

c. representatives of foreign countries

d. treason

e. Lastly the constitutionality of laws 

B. federal court system consists of the following:

a. About Ninety District Courts 

i. lowest courts 

ii. Involved in all criminal and most civil cases 

iii. provide trial by jury.

b. Eleven Circuit Courts of Appeals
i. cases on appeal from the District Courts

ii. determines whether there was an irregularity in the trial or whether the law is unconstitutional. 

iii. The Circuit Court may confirm or void the judgment of the lower court

c. One Supreme Court
i. highest judicial authority 

ii. jurisdiction over cases from all lower federal courts 

iii. it hears only a small percentage of cases 

iv. only cases involving new or important legal principles 

v. If an appeal is rejected the decision of the lower court remains

vi. One Chief Justice and eight Associate Justices, totaling nine judges.

vii. Majority vote and Supreme Court decisions are final

d. Judicial review 
i. Is the power of the courts, to determine whether the acts of other branches of government are in accordance with the Constitution. 

