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John 4:5–27
5 So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there . . . 
7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. . .” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty . . .”
16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17 The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right . . . 18 for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!” 19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you . . . worship in Jerusalem.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. . . 23 But the hour is coming and is now here when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.”
27 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman.

The first thing we run into in this story is the divide between Jews and Samaritans, although it is also linked with the divide between men and women in public spaces. So she asks him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (4:9). Jesus doesn’t bother with discussing either of the social divides, but goes straight to the spiritual subject matter, saying she would have asked for the “living water” if she had known it was a gift of God (4:10). Like Nicodemus in the story in the previous chapter, she takes his words literally, and notes that he doesn’t have a bucket. He goes back to the spiritual emphasis, saying that anyone who drinks of this water will never be thirsty again; it is water that will gush up to eternal life (3:14). It is a message about getting spiritual fulfillment in this life and the next. The spiritual waters will be never-ending for us. It seems she finally gets it, and she asks for that water. 
Then he pokes her conscience by telling her to go get her husband, and then lets her know that he knows the guy is not her husband. She perceives that he is a prophet, and tries to distract him from talking about her home arrangements into a theological discussion of the relative merits of Jerusalem and Mount Gerizim as places to worship God. He answers by making it clear that the place of worship does not matter, only the manner and content. “Those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth” (4:24). This implies that spiritual values must be primary, values of goodness and sincerity, and that one must be honest and must love truth. After all, “God is spirit” and not material. Location or temple are just material things.
She continues her strategy of talking about things outside herself and her choices, babbling about the Messiah coming, which leads Jesus to say bluntly “I am he” (4:26). The story goes on to tell about how she goes into the city, telling people that Jesus had told her everything she had ever done (4:29), which is an exaggeration, and that he might be the Messiah. She seems to be functioning like an evangelist for Jesus. Samaritans come out of the town and they ask to stay with Jesus for two days. They become believers out of their own discernment, not just because of what the woman had said. They even call him the Savior of the world (4:40–42). Both the Samaritan woman and the Samaritan townspeople have a tendency to get excited and go beyond what they’ve heard, although there’s no problem in calling him the “Savior of the world.” Out of the mouths of brand-new believers comes a statement of great truth.
These Samaritans were disliked by the Jews because, although they shared Israelite ancestry, worshipped Yahweh, and had the Bible, their ancestors had intermarried with Gentiles. These Gentiles had been imported to the area by the Assyrian empire 750 years earlier. The Assyrians did this to dilute Israelite blood and reduce nationalistic feelings and consequent danger of uprisings. The Samaritans identified with the Israelite part of their ancestry, and had built a temple on Mount Gerizim, and they worshipped Yahweh there, in contempt of the Jewish claim that Jerusalem’s temple was the only legitimate one. So they resented the Jews, just as the Jews resented them. They held competing claims to be the legitimate children of Israel. It would have been better if Jews and Samaritans had learned to respect each other and even worship together.
It is ironic and amazing that these Samaritans in our story seem to have a simplicity and honesty of heart, enough to recognize Jesus as the Messiah, and to become his followers. The early church counted many Samaritans among its members, and again, over time, they commingled and intermarried with people who were foreign to them, and they became part of a new community, the Christians. 
Many Jewish and Samaritan Christians learned to overcome their biases by worshipping with each other. Eventually they came to understand that the real children of Israel are the people of any nation who recognize the Messiah and embrace his teachings. They all had a taste for the same values of truth and goodness, and so became one people.
It takes a powerful spiritual motive to overcome lifelong prejudices. We also have prejudice in our country, and a powerful resentment against immigrants. If American, Mexican, Columbian, Arabian, Hungarian, and African Christians could experience fellowship and mutual love, then we would be re-learning the lesson of the early church. Abraham Lincoln warned that a house or a nation divided against itself cannot stand. Further, we cannot worship God in spirit and in truth if we have racial or ethnic hatred or if we harbor rage against the other gender. The apostles were amazed that Jesus was speaking to a Samaritan woman. In fact, she was the very first person whom he told that he was the Messiah. He recognized some simple honesty in her, and told her “I am he.” If we approach him with the same honesty, he will speak to us, too. And we might pour out of our buildings and say “this is the Savior of the world” (4:42).
Darren Agboh is a Ghanian immigrant who has done research on inter-racial friendships. He found that people who don’t have firsthand experience of interacting with other races tend to form ideas based on stereotypes, both negative and positive stereotypes, of the other group. He recommends we learn to stay open-minded and non-defensive, to really listen to someone from another racial group speaking about their experience. Learn to converse, not debate. Darren recommends we look for similarities rather than differences. In our increasingly diverse society, we all need to learn to appreciate people from different backgrounds (www.psychologytoday.com/ gb/blog/ platonic-love/201909/what-your-friends-color-want-you-know?msockid= 2c6e76fe1d4e6c8c2a4d60cc1c 3c6dda).
Today we had a touching story of Jesus’ interaction with a Samaritan woman, where he said “God is spirit,” informed her of the eternal waters that could spring up inside her eternally, and where he told her that he was the Messiah. Further, he seems to puncture the idea of holy places to worship, putting an emphasis upon the spirit and the sincerity of the worshipper. The much-despised Samaritans turn out to be receptive to Jesus. We need to overcome our prejudices, just as the Jews needed to drop their prejudice against Samaritans. Our lives will be enriched if we can appreciate more types of people.

