






SOCIAL NEWS  
  
Hello from Bonavista Downs’ Social Committee! 
  
We’ve had a very fun and successful early spring season with the outstanding turn out for our Easter Egg 
Hunt on April 2nd despite the abysmal weather, and the launch of our newly redesigned Website!  
Please check us out at www.bonavistadowns.com. Thanks to Jamie Keeley for doing such an outstanding job 
with all the technical detail and for creating our new logo as well. 
  
We also had a great and busy day here in Bonavista Downs on May 13th, beginning with the memorial tribute 
to Walt Matthies by the Scouts during their annual Southern Trails Soap Box Derby – which this year was 
renamed the “Scouter Walt Derby” in honour of Mr. Matthies.  
  
That same Saturday we worked with the Bonavista Downs Church for our annual Community Clean-up. All 
the volunteers who showed up worked very hard from early morning to late afternoon, and we got to as 
many homes as we could with the volunteer crews we had. We picked up over 15,000KG or +30,000lbs of 
material from the back lanes on May 13th, not including organics like shrubs; tree branches, etc. The City had 
two dedicated dump trucks; one organics truck; one large metals bin and several recycle bins = all of which 
filled up several times over. However, all of these trucks were commissioned only until 2pm - which is when 
we had to stop. Unfortunately, we could not get to every home this year, so next year we ask that more of 
our neighbours with trucks to please show up to help, even for a couple of hours, so that we can get to 
everyone. 
  
Looking forward for the summer, the Social Committee in conjunction with the Garden Club, will host a 
Garden Party the afternoon of Sunday, August 13th. We ask anyone interested in gardening to please join us 
2-4pm at the Gathering Gardens for some light refreshments, and a show’n tell of our plots – what 
worked/what didn’t? We’ll share tips and hear from more experienced gardeners with advice on gardening 
in our Calgary climate. 
  
In September, our annual Family Fun Day will be held September 24th beginning at Noon. Please register 
online on our Web site so we have some idea of the number of folks we might be expecting? The website 
forms are not an absolute commitment, but they will better able to help us make sure we have enough of 
everything so that everyone can have a good time! Thank you in advance for signing up. 
  
Finally, current and updated information will be provided, as always, on Facebook as the dates approach for 
our events, as well as other events in the area that may be of interest to you? Please “like” our page: 
Bonavista Downs Community Association, to stay in touch with all your neighbours. It’s also the best platform 
to contact us directly if you have any questions for the social committee. 
  
We wish everyone a wonderful summer! 
  
Cheers, 
Eleni T. Vargis 
Social Director 

http://www.bonavistadowns.com/
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Top 5 Things to do in Calgary on Canada Day 
 

1. Confederation Park – 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. This year marks Canada’s 150th anniversary and 
Confederation Park’s 50th anniversary. There will be a pancake breakfast, entertainment on the 
main stage, activities for the whole family and the opening of the 1967 time capsule. 
 
2. Fort Calgary – 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. At the place where the city began, there will be activities and 
entertainment including a pancake breakfast, local music performances, indigenous celebrations, 
and the Enmax Living Flag where those in attendance will have the opportunity to don red and 
white T-shirts to form the Canadian flag. 
 
3. Prince’s Island Park – 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. The west end of Prince’s Island Park will have an 
indigenous showcase and powwow. This will also include Inuit throat singers, Metis dancers, a Tipis 
village, storytelling and traditional food.  
 
4. Olympic Plaza – 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. CIBC will be hosting a citizenship reaffirmation ceremony for all 
Canadian citizens. Mayor Naheed Nenshi said, “If you’ve never taken the oath of Canadian 
citizenship because you were lucky enough to be born in this country, go do it. You will never forget 
that moment.” There will be 1,500 guitarists performing Ian Tyson’s Four Strong Winds as well as 
performances by the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra, and the Calgary Opera. 
 
5. Riverfront Avenue – 10 a.m. to 11:30 p.m. Throughout the day there will be multicultural music 
and dance, as well as a variety of food vendors offering many examples of international cuisine. In 
the evening, the main stage will have performances from Canadian artists such as Calgary’s own 
Michael Bernard Fitzgerald and the headlining act, Tegan and Sara. To wrap it up, there will be a 30-
minute fireworks display with a contemporary light show all synchronized to Canadian music.  
This Canada Day will certainly go out with a bang. For more information on events happening 
around the city, visit the City of Calgary’s website. 

http://www.calgary.ca/CSPS/Recreation/Pages/Events/Canada-day.aspx
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Richard Gotfried MLA 
 
Summer is upon us and for many of us summer is sacred.  It is a time to enjoy all that the outdoors has 
to offer and to appreciate time and fun activities with family and friends.  We are blessed with a 
province that has much to offer for summer recreation opportunities.  As you start your summer 
planning, perhaps that road less travelled might be an exciting opportunity.  One such road is the 
Cowboy Trail, which runs from Mayerthorpe (West of Edmonton) right down west of Calgary all the way 
to Cardston near the US border.  The scenic 735 km route has many attractions along the way.  Great 
local eateries and history markers are just a few of the highlights of the journey.  If you are looking for a 
unique adventure, please let my office help you rediscover all Alberta has to offer. 
 
Nobody does volunteering and Western Hospitality better than Calgary.  Calgary is known for its open 
and welcoming environment and can do attitude.  Much of this positive attitude is front and center for 
10 days of the Calgary Stampede, when our city is on display for visitors from around the world.  I would 
encourage each of you to make all of our visitors feel at home.  Let them know that Calgary is more than 
a destination.  
 
Did you know that fish Creek Park is the largest urban park in North America?  The “skills park” on the 
east side by the end of Bow Bottom Trail is a welcome addition for all mountain bikers, young and old, 
looking for a place to practice their mountain biking skills.  This year Park’s Day and Creek Fest will 
celebrate Canada’s 150th and Friends of Fish Creek Park’s 25th anniversaries highlighting nature and the 
importance our watershed has on the environment.  It is a great, all day family activity on July 15th from 
11am – 4 pm at Bow Valley Ranch. 
 
Community events will abound this summer and so if you are having a function please keep our office 
informed.  I will be once again visiting with constituents and businesses in the area as I continue in my 
tradition of “walkabout” in the constituency, so if you see me out and about please stop to say hello. 
 
New this year, will be the office hosting a Fish Creek photo contest.  I know that social media has 
transformed photo sharing, so share your best or most fun photo of what summer in Alberta means to 
you.  The contest will run from July1 – August 15th.  Prizes will be awarded in various categories. 
 
This year marks Canada’s 150th birthday.  We have much to be thankful for in our great city, province 
and country.  Let us all join in celebration on July 1st to give gratitude for the country we call home.  
Happy Birthday Canada! 
 
Lastly, please join me at my 2nd Annual Stampede BBQ – July 8th from 11am – 2 pm at my office (1215 
Lake Sylvan Drive).  We will have games, face painting, live music and food for all. 
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