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March 2015 mars

10th Anniversary Gala Fundraiser
with Guest Speaker Father Jonathan Morris
The Joy of Gospel Living: Answering Pope Francis’ Call to Humility and Service
Based in New York City, Father Morris writes and speaks
on questions of moral theology in his roles as religious life
adviser at Columbia University, program director of the
Catholic Channel on SiriusXM radio, religion analyst on
FOX News, blogger and best-selling author.
Learn more at www.fatherjonathan.com.
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Guest speaker sponsored by a generous donor. Tax receipts issued.
Tickets $100 each on sale at www.rootsofchange.ca or call 780 405-8084
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In October 2007, two years after Roots of
Change was established, our partner
organization FUNDACCO was formed by Father
Denis Hébert and registered as a charitable
society with the Nicaraguan government. As
part of this process, FUNDACCO was also listed
with the Canada Revenue Agency as our agent
with a mandate to facilitate the missionary
work of Father Denis in Nicaragua.

The team’s effectiveness in working with
diverse communities and managing projects
through all phases has grown substantially.
FUNDACCO continues to advance the goals
of both organizations to relieve poverty and
instil dignity among the poor in Nicaragua.

FUNDACCO and Roots of Change Foundation
have since formed a strong and mature
working relationship characterized by
mutual respect and trust. Together, the two
organizations have been very successful in
initiating and completing a significant number
of projects. In the process, FUNDACCO has
expanded its capacity and capabilities through
the Foundation’s support for ongoing academic
Luis Mora (centre), Father Denis (right) discuss
and professional training for the FUNDACCO
progress at the site of a new house project
leadership team.
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FUNDACCO - Our Partner in Hope (cont.)
The development of this partnership involved
ongoing collaboration to resolve problems as they
arose. The most challenging occurred in the
past year and threatened the Foundation’s
ability to transfer funds to FUNDACCO’s
bank in Nicaragua. With

Farmers-in-training
in San Benito

The FUNDACCO team’s ability and capacity to
provide strong leadership during that difficult time
is a testament to their commitment to help their
people through good times and bad.

In the last few years, as the capacity and
confidence of the FUNDACCO team has grown,
global banking policies changing to meet the Father Denis’ involvement in day-to-day
need for monitoring currency movement
operations has decreased, allowing him more time
around the world, the ProCredit Bank in
for rest and reflection in his self-styled retirement.
Managua requested extensive documentaToday FUNDACCO continues to rely on its partner,
tion from both organizations to confirm their
the Roots of Change Foundation, to financially
legitimacy. After several delays and much
support ongoing projects. Your generous gifts
deliberation, ProCredit officials approved
will continue Father Denis’ work of bringing hope
the documentation. Moreover, the bank
and opportunity to families and communities
confirmed their commitment to working with
struggling to improve their lives and those of
FUNDACCO and the Roots of Change Foundation.
their children.
We are confident that this resolution will assure
ongoing financial transactions well into the future. Eugene Malo
President, Roots of Change Foundation

FUNDACCO
Board of Directors,
team members and
volunteers

Children open their
packages of school
supplies at the start
of the school year
in Janaury

“For many years my parents and I have not given gifts to each other at Christmas but instead make a
donation to a charity. One year my parents made a donation to Roots of Change in my name and I subsequently received a very nice letter from Father Hebert thanking me and explaining the work that his
organization was doing. I exchanged several e-mails with Father and became more and more impressed
with his ground level approach to fighting poverty in this small corner of the world. I soon became
involved in helping to sponsor several projects and in gathering supplies to send down with a local
school group. My most challenging task was finding sewing needles and supplies for the sewing co-op.
An English-speaking man trying to understand a Frenchman’s translation of a Spanish request created a
number of challenges, but we got it done. I think it’s that more personal connection and understanding
exactly where the money or supplies are going that makes this such a special organization.
Dr. Guy Lamoureux
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A San Benito resident says Thank You
March 5, 2015
Agricultural Colony of San Benito

Warmest greetings to my friends at
FUNDACCO and Roots of Change,

I am writing to you to let you know my
sincere thanks for selecting my family as
a beneficiary of the toilet construction
project. This project has a significant
impact on both my family and other
families in the community.
Before the toilets were built we had to
share latrines with other families. These
latrines were built with shabby plastic,
since not all San Benito families have
the economic means to build their own
toilets, even poor quality ones. With
the high quality toilet and septic system
installed by FUNDACCO, my family now
enjoys better health. We are slowly
eliminating the pollution caused by bad
odors produced by the old latrines. We

are also eliminating diseases caused
by mosquitoes arising from the ponds,
which are disappearing.

Through this project we can now
enjoy the convenience of one latrine
that has a toilet, a hand washing
sink and a shower. This very well
equipped bathroom also has a septic
tank where the black water is stored.
This is a big improvement in the
toilet quality and service, and will
benefit us for our lifetime.
I want to thank you for the help
you have given my family and the
neighborhood. Thank you for the
support to organize better living
conditions for most of the families in
our community.
I take leave of you wishing that God
blesses you for the work you do with
many families in Nicaragua.

Ana Maria (centre) and her family

Fraternally,
Ana María Obando

Les étudiants de la EML partagent une leçon à donner

Il est très tôt le matin du 2 novembre
2014 lorsque 17 étudiants et trois
professeurs de l’École Maurice-Lavallée
(EML) sont partis pour le Nicaragua.
Après un périple de 12 heures, le groupe
arrive à Managua, la capitale du pays.
Avec un peu de difficulté linguistique, les
élèves traversent les douanes et sortent
de l’aéroport pour être étonnés par la
chaleur et l’humidité ambiante.

Le groupe passe la nuit à Managua et le
lendemain, il rencontre le père Denis
Hébert. Après la bénédiction, le groupe
embarque en autobus pour commencer
un trajet de six heures vers Cinco Pinos où
il séjournera les huit prochains jours.

Le lendemain matin, trois sous-groupes de
six ou sept personnes se rencontrent pour
commencer le travail. Un des groupes aide
dans la construction des salles de bain, et
les deux autres vont dans des écoles de
la région pour animer des sessions avec
les jeunes. Il y aura au total 17 salles de
bain financées par le groupe, chacune
coute environ $500 US. Nous avons réussi
à en achever deux et des ouvriers locaux
complètent la construction.
Les sessions dans les écoles comprennent des démonstrations scientifiques
comme la fusée de bouteille, des
activités sportives, comme des courses à
obstacle et des jeux de parachute, et des
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par Alexandre Lema

présentations au sujet du Canada.

La construction et les sessions dans les
écoles se sont faites pendant cinq jours,
jusqu’à environ 13h. En après-midis, le
groupe a fait plusieurs activités, comme
une randonnée à une croix sur une
montagne, une visite à une coopérative
de femmes qui fabriquent des paniers en
aiguilles de pin et de la natation dans une
rivière. Pendant une journée, le groupe
a aussi peint une école en haut d’une
montagne, après avoir marché 45 minutes
pour s’y rendre. Cette école a été financée
et construite par Maurice-Lavallée en
2009, et l’argent pour la peinture et le
matériel a été donné par la classe de
5e année de M. Morissette de l’école La
Mission. Le groupe EML a aussi apporté
des chandails du RaJe, donnés par FJA, et
des maillots de foot des Gauloises pour les
jeunes de Cinco Pinos et de Managua, qui
ont grandement apprécié ce cadeau.
Le groupe de Maurice-Lavallée espère
pouvoir retourner au Nicaragua dans
les années qui viennent, pour apporter
encore plus d’aide aux gens qui en ont
besoin. Ces gens, même si ils ne sont
pas riches en possessions, sont riches
en amour.

Building the Belén Community Centre

by Lindsey Johnson

Two years ago, I remember
walking into my teacher’s office,
and listening to her telling me
about the Roots of Change
Foundation for the first time.
When I saw the passion in her
eyes as she spoke of the great
work this organization was doing
in Nicaragua, I knew that we were
onto something special. Some
months later, the Interact Club at
St Albert Catholic High School put
on a Wake A Thon fundraiser.

What, might you ask, were we
fundraising for? Our catch phrase
was: “To build a community center
in Nicaragua by raising money for
the Roots of Change Foundation”.

There was one thing nagging
us though — we didn’t know
the community receiving the
funds. Many of us didn’t even
know where the country was
on a map, and sometimes we couldn’t even say it
correctly – nick a rah gwa. Despite our geographic
and linguistic naivety, our club had the passion
and energy to raise $25,000 in 2012, and another
$15,000 at the 2013 event, bringing our total to
$40,000.

On February 15, 2015, I had the good fortune to
travel with 11 other University of Alberta Rotaract
Club members to the town of Belén, Nicaragua to
work on the community center that had been the
object of our fundraising two years earlier. The
centre is basically a huge cement area, with a roof
over the top of it—a completely open space with
no walls. The community center is attached to the
private school, so we also played sports with the kids
throughout the week.

It’s been almost six weeks since my trip and I still
can’t get over a feeling of sincere gratitude. I am
so incredibly thankful for the Nicaraguan people,
opening up their homes and community for us to
share in everyday experiences with them. I am
thankful to be seen as an equal, one of a group of
students standing in solidarity with Nicaragua. I am
also thankful to FUNDACCO and Roots of Change
for encouraging us to build a relationship with the
community in which we were working.

To all the people who have supported our Rotary
Club’s initiatives over the past two years as we
partner with the Roots of Change Foundation: you
have been so impactful to the community of Belén.
I cannot express how much hope and spirit we have
shared with these people. Thank you for continuing
to stand in solidarity with Nicaragua.

We were teenagers when Father Hébert came to his first parish in Chauvin AB in the 1950’s.
When I decided to finish my high school, Father found me a place at Collège Saint-Jean in
Edmonton. He has been a good friend to us for many years and we decided to help him in the
good works he is doing in Nicaragua. Our prayers are with him and may God bless him.
- Jean and Claire Benoit

Travel to Nicaragua

The next Alberta adult delegation to Nicaragua is
scheduled for November 2015. If you are
interested in traveling with this delegation and
learning more about the people and communities
served by Roots of Change, please contact
Jocelyne at 780 405-8084 or send a message to
jocelyne.durocher@rootsofchange.ca.

A Renewed Call to Help the Poor
Pope Francis, an Argentinian who
exudes humility and simplicity, calls on the
Church to become the poor servant of her
people. Elected March 13, 2013 and
officially installed March 19th, Feast of
St. Joseph. Ad multos años!!!
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Students from the
UofA Rotaract Club
take a break from
construction work
to visit with children
from the elementary
school in Belén

With some charitable
organizations so much of
the money goes to operations, but with Father
Hébert we knew it was
going directly to the
people who needed it
the most. Father Hebert
knows where the money
should be allocated.
- Robert & Colette Sevigny

A woman from Cinco
Pinos welcomes the
Alberta delegates

My wife Denise was a close
friend of Father Hébert’s
and I met Father Denis in
1985. Denise and I wanted
to support Father Hebert in
his work helping the poor
in South America and have
been doing so since before
the Foundation started
in 2005.
- Ron Merta

My wife, Simonne Doucette, and I are longtime donors to Roots of Change Foundation. We
are strong believers that hands-on projects such as those promoted and established over the
years by Father Hebert and his team have the greatest longterm impact on the well being of
the communities they seek to serve. As parishioners of Paroisse Saint-Thomas d’Aquin we
were aware of Father Hébert’s longtime involvement in and commitment to missionary work
in Latin America. Appreciating the inherent goodness of this man made it easy to contribute
in helping realize his good works. The local community, by assuming ownership of the projects, attains a greater self sufficiency, independence and self esteem. We are confident that
this initiative, nourished by hope, faith and charity, will have a long life.
- Eric Preville
Student delegates
from Ecole MaruiceLavallee play a
parachute game
in Cinco Pinos

Merci -Thank you for your support
• Crystal Verbeek and Jean-Yves Vanier for
donating the proceeds of their Wildrose
Winetasting event on February 14
• Students from the University of Alberta
Rotaract Club for donating the proceeds of
their February 7 fundraiser for the construction of the Belen community centre
• Kristine Kammerer for coordinating the
volunteer activities of the Foundation
• Anonymous sponsor for Father Jonathan
Morris’ appearance at the June 4th Gala
(travel, accommodation, speaker’s fee)

Since our first visit to Nicaragua in 2008 we have been
committed to fundraising for Roots of Change. We have
seen first hand the great needs of the impoverished people
of Nicaragua. We have become Board members, as we
strongly believe in the Foundation’s integrity and mission.
We also know that Father Denis Hebert has selected dedicated and competent staff for FUNDACCO to administer the
projects that Roots of Change supports in Nicaragua. Roots
of Change is a not-for-profit organization whose Board
members contribute their time and talents voluntarily so
that all donations received go directly to the poor of Nicaragua and cover operating costs such as newsletters and
advertising. We know donations are a good investment.
- John and Raymonde Schile
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Archbishop Smith visits Father Denis

Calendar April - June 2015

In mid-March 2015 Archbishop Smith of Edmonton
visited Father Denis at his
home in Managua. The
Archbishop wrote about
his visit and how he saw
the role of FUNDACCO:
“The heart of the work is
instructive for all of us,
and can have widespread
ramifications. Quite simply,
it consists in helping each
person name themselves
properly, and thus claim
his or her inherent dignity
and live from a healthy self-respect. This, in turn, has motivated the people
to come together in community to identify their challenges and to discuss
how they will meet them together.” Read the Archbishop’s full message at
http://archbishopsmith.blogspot.ca/2015/03/fundacco.html.

Apr 19

Board meeting, Edmonton

May 30

Annual Fun-raiser, Vancouver
Info: hebert_family@shaw.ca

June 4

Gala Fundraiser, Edmonton

June 20 AGM, Edmonton
Info: Eugene at 780 438-4930

Your family or organization can support the Roots of Change Foundation
by hosting a speaker. Representatives
are available to give short or detailed
presentations to all groups. Please
contact Raymonde Schile at
780-459-8680 to discuss your group’s
needs and schedule a presentation.

I have known Father Denis for many years through my sister who
was a nun. I knew Father Denis when he went to Peru in the
1960’s as part of Scarboro Foreign Missions. We always kept in
touch. I did go to Peru to visit his mission, but not to Nicaragua. I
sometimes wrote to him and sometimes phoned him. He is a fine
fellow, committed to his work. I like that the money goes directly
to the projects. I’ll keep on giving to Roots of Change.
- Jean-Marie Dargis

Please help by supporting this ministry of hope
Roots of Change Foundation
Source de developpement
PO Box 92 St. Albert, Alberta Canada T8N 1N2
www.rootsofchange.ca/donate.html
President: Eugene Malo tel 780 438-4930
Eugene.Malo@rootsofchange.ca

The goal for our 2015
fundraising campaign
is $280,000.
Tax receipts are issued for
donations of $20 or more.

Online and monthly
donations can now be
made by credit card
through
CanadaHelps.org

I would like to contribute the sum of $ ____________to help the poor of Nicaragua.
I would like to volunteer with fundraising and mailouts.
I would like to receive the newsletter via e-mail.

□

Name

Phone

Address

Email

City

Prov

□

Postal Code

Registered Charity Number 81320 5077 RR0001

Canada Revenue Agency: www.cra.gc.ca/charities.html/
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