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Presidents Message
by Dave Harbin

Hello members and hopefully future members,
It’s been a long hot summer and I’m glad it’s finally over! In
the last newsletter I spoke to you about our family cabin in Big
Bear which my grandparents built in 1932. Because our family
never throws anything away, we had a number of historic items
related to Big Bear. This summer, being a good steward of
history, I took the items to the Big Bear Historical Society Museum. There I met two wonderful volunteers, one of which
serves as the archivist. We talked and shared our memories
of Big Bear. I told them I was president of the San Dimas Historical Society and did a bit of bragging about our organization,
its members and volunteers. I asked the archivist how they
catalog their collection, and to my amazement they have no
real method of keeping track of what they possess. She said,
“Everything is out on display.” I explained how we use a software based cataloging system and had for many years. I offered to host them for training, if and when they were ready to
make the transition to a high-tech software-based collection
archive. I told her of all the wonderful volunteers we have that
support our efforts to save our historically significant collection.
We should all be proud of our historical society. For the size of
our city, we have a high number of members and volunteers,
and we are leaps ahead of most small societies. If you get up
to the Big Bear valley, I would highly recommend you stop and
visit the museum. It is a wonderful place where you can learn
about another chapter of Southern California history.
On a sad note, we lost another valued member of the historical society. Bill Stone passed away in July after a long illness. Bill had previously served on the board of directors and
along with his wife Jeanette were familiar faces at society
events.
I appreciate your membership and support and I hope you
can find time to attend our events and visit the Walker House.
God Bless and thank you,
Dave
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Two Great Museums to visit in San Dimas
San Dimas Historical Society - in the Walker House
And

THE PACIFIC RAILROAD MUSEUM
AT THE SANTA FE DEPOT
210 W. Bonita Avenue

The Best Kept Secret in San Dimas
By Dave Housh
There is another historical museum at the other end of downtown. Some of you may have visited the
Pacific Railroad Museum, but I am certain that many of you have missed us. I have long said that we are
the best kept secret in San Dimas. We invite you to
change this.
Our museum offers five rooms to the public. Visitors may just browse, or they may opt for a
docent led tour. The first room has been restored
Dave Housh
as a 1930s vintage waiting room. But included are
displays highlighting the history of San Dimas, the Santa Fe Railroad, and the once vibrant citrus industry. There is also a display
featuring our 1909 vintage funeral car, the Descanso, which we
acquired in 1940 and have since restored. Rounding out this room
Circa 1914
is the "San Dimas" sign that once stood along the tracks outside the
depot, a working wig-wag warning signal, an iconic smudge pot,
and a surprisingly comfortable solid oak waiting room bench.
The station agent's room comes next. It features a telegraph
and communications center where the station agent received
and passed on train orders to engineers and conductors using
state of the art technology of the day. A china cabinet reveals
the luxury dining available on the great passenger trains of the
past. Other displays include a working railroad signal and trolley farebox, assorted railroad artifacts, and a small gift shop.
The baggage room now serves as our trolley room with extensive displays chronicling the Pacific Electric Railroad (the
Red Cars) and Los Angeles Railway (the Yellow Cars), once the
backbone of Southern California transportation. Most fascinating is the story of the Mount Lowe line which climbed to 4500 feet.
The old freight room now serves as our research library which includes over 4000 books, an extensive photo collection,
and much more. The public is invited to use these resources.
Continuing through the freight room door, you enter what was once the freight dock where trucks dropped off or picked
up railroad freight. Although now enclosed and serving as our train room, the former exterior wall with its vintage signage
has been preserved. Models of steam and diesel locomotives are displayed
along with examples of the deluxe passenger trains of the past. Many other
artifacts and examples of railroad tools and equipment are on display. An ongoing video further illustrates railroading's past. We look forward to welcoming
you!
When:
Monday, 12:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Wednesday, 12:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Saturday, 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Where:
210 W. Bonita Ave.
San Dimas, CA 91773
909-394-0616

Group tours are available most Wednesday mornings and Fridays by appointment
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Christmas is coming fast in our gift shop!
You might think that it‘s crazy to see Christmas and holiday items on display in the stores when
Halloween hasn’t even occurred! Well let me tell you, it has been Christmas all year at the San Dimas Historical Society! We have been receiving donations of Christmas and Hanukah things all
year long that are going to make this Holiday Boutique twice as big as last years! So big that we are
expanding into two more rooms on the second floor of the Walker House, thanks to the help and
support of the 2nd Story Gallery.
We want to thank all of those generous people who have donated holiday “stuff” for our sale. Last
year we were able to raise enough money from the gift shop and Holiday Boutique to update the
Kay Hoveland
picture posts with bronze plaques to match those in the renovated Bonita corridor.
If anyone still has any holiday items they want to donate we will gladly accept them. They can be brought to the Walker
House when the gift shop is open (including the Holiday Boutique) or call the office 909-592-1190 and we’ll be happy to
pick them up. Happy Holidays!

Mark your Calendar NOW and
Don’t miss the SAN DIMAS HISTORICAL SOCIETY

It will be twice as big as last year!!! Beginning the day after Thanksgiving
then every Saturday, Tuesday and Thursday from
12 to 4 pm upstairs in the Walker House - through December 20th
YOU ARE INVITED TO THE

San Dimas Historical Society
FALL DINNER - Thursday,
October 25, 2018

San Dimas Canyon Club House
2100 Terrebonne Ave. San Dimas, CA 91773
SOCIAL: 6:00 p.m. - DINNER: 6:30 p.m.
Invitations will be mailed - (909) 592-1190

SPEAKER: Michael Patris
Michael will be telling us about Thaddeus Lowe, a self-taught
scientist who became a pioneer of ballooning in America. His exploits included the creation of the first aerial unit in the United
States military, the Union Army's Balloon Corps.
In 1887 he moved to Los Angeles, California, building a home
in Pasadena. He opened several ice making plants and founded
Citizen's Bank of Los Angeles. Lowe was introduced to David J.
Macpherson, a civil engineer, who had drawn up plans for a
scenic mountain railroad. In 1891 they incorporated the Pasadena
& Mount Wilson Railroad Co. Which became the Mount Lowe
Railway into the hills above Altadena.

Scholarship Program
The San Dimas Historical Society
Scholarship Program is now
established to assist students who
volunteer their time to help the
Society. Four scholarships of $300
will be given annually. Two scholarships will be awarded
at the Society’s spring dinner and two at the fall dinner.
Students who are age 16 or older and attend high
school, college or university, are eligible. To participate
go to Sandimashistorical.org and click on Volunteer in
the upper right hand corner.

2018 Up Coming Events
October 25 - Historical Society Fall Dinner
December 1 - City Holiday Extravaganza and
Historical Holiday Boutique Opens !
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San Dimas Historical Society is moving history
By Dave Harbin
In 1939, leading citizens of San Dimas dedicated
a monument to the birthplace of San Dimas. The
location was near the intersection of San Dimas
Canyon Road and Arrow Highway. The site was
near a natural spring that for many centuries had
served the indigenous people who lived in the
area or were traveling through the valley. Later
the spring is thought to have been visited by
European explorer- missionaries and later by
American explorers. As the years passed, the
New location in Rhoads Park
area changed and developed, and with the many
on Bonita Avenue 2018
Dedication of marker at Mud Springs honoring
water wells drilled in the area the spring stopped
memory of pathfinder Jedediah Smith
flowing and the area dried up. Some years later the monument was moved to Arrow
March 25, 1939
Highway, between San Dimas Canyon Road and Walnut Avenue. Here it languished
with few visitors. It seems the most frequent visitors came to vandalize the site by stealing the bronze plaques, more than once! The historical society worked with the city to
have the monument moved to a more visible and secure site. Rhoads Park was selected and recently the city installed it in the park. We
are working with a local stone engraver to recreate the
original plaque and install in on the stone marker.
The second project we have been working on is replacing the old-style picture posts scattered throughout
town with new plaques similar to the ones installed in old
town during the downtown renovation.
These two projects require a major investment by both
the historical society and the city, which is doing the installation. The society is investing almost $15,000 to purchase the plaques. We are very fortunate
that our city is dedicated to historic preservation and education. Without their help these projects
wouldn’t be possible. Even with the city’s help these projects near completion because of your
New - all metal picture posts are
generosity, members and donors of the historical society. The community thanks you, I thank you.
coming soon

Thank You Valued Patron
Members that have made donations of $1000 or more to the Patron Program are: (listed in order of participation)
San Dimas Community Hospital, Ralph and Peggy Thomas, Paul and Willa McClure, Tom and Sue Nuss, Ryan Teague, Jean Johnstone Rimpau,
Curt and Glenda Morris, Jeff and Terry Templeman, Sharon Long, Bill and Joyce Emerson, Winifred Rouse Willis, Bob and Connie Brown, Joe Vaniman,
Matt and Julie Draayom, Mark and Linda Nelson, Don and Margie Green, Georgia Florentine, Dick and Mary Lou Harbin,
John and Susan Davis, John and Ann Vackrinos
Their generous gifts allow the society to purchase specially needed items to enhance our ability to save and share our history that otherwise would be
unavailable due to limited funding.
To find out how you too can become a patron call the office at (909) 592-1190. Your donation is tax deducible.

Membership Benefits include:
Quarterly newsletters, invitations to two membership dinners with special speakers and programs, discounts at selected local
merchants, invitations to hosted annual Ice Cream Social, and other Historical Society Events.

Check your annual membership type:
Individual…..$25 __ Family (two or more)…..$35__ Sponsors / Business …. $100 ___ Life Membership...$500 per person____
Additional Support / Donation for your Society are welcomed
Name (s) ______________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________
City _______________________________ State _______ Zip _________ Phone ___________________
E-mail _____________________________ Would you like to receive our newsletter by e-mail? Yes ____ No ____
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