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                      Hope UCC Weekly Update: March 1, 2026 
There is always something happening at Hope UCC, so we thought we would add a weekly 

announcement feature to the bulletin that is mailed and emailed out to everyone. This 

Weekly Update will provide you with announcements, information, and updates on all that 

is going on in our community – at church and beyond. 
 

 

Lent Weekly Soup Dinners and Contemplative Service 

Join us to spend time in fellowship and quiet contemplative prayer and worship together during Lent. 

We being with a soup dinner at 6:30 P.M. and then transition to the sanctuary contemplative style 

service, engaging our senses through prayer, music, meditation, scripture, and movement. The 

service begins at 7:00 P.M. If you choose to skip the dinner, you are welcome to join the service at 

that time. 

Please join us and share this time in community and deepening of our commitment to a Lenten 

spiritual practice. Here is the schedule for these gatherings *Please note: there are 2 weeks that our 

gatherings are on Monday and 3 weeks we will meet on Tuesdays. 
 

 

Singles and Doubles Game Night February 28 at 5:00pm 
Singles and Double will be holding their annual game night on Saturday, February 28th. This event will 
begin at 5:00 pm. We will be having pizza (donation jar will be out) and some desserts. You should 
bring your own drink.  Bring whatever games that you enjoy, or just show up and plan to play cards, 
dominoes, or whatever else your church friends have brought. This is always a fun night. Please plan 
to join in. This is for all adults in the church, and of course you may bring a friend. Please let me know 
if you plan to attend, so we have enough pizza and goodies for all. Thank you, Barb Hawotte 
 

Ruth Circle: March 16 at 1pm  

Ruth Circle will be meeting Monday, March 16 at 1pm in Fellowship Hall.  All women of the church are 

invited to come and enjoy food, fun and fellowship.  

 

Hope UCC Book Club: March 30, 2:30pm at Hope UCC 

Join the Book Club to discuss this month’s selection Apples Never Fall by Liane Moriorty. We meet 

on March 30th at 2:30 P.M. at Hope UCC and all are welcome. See you there! 
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PRELUDE  The Glory of These Forty Days     arr. by Stephen DeCesare 

             
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THRESHOLD HYMN O Lord Hear My Prayer  
 

    O Lord Hear My Prayer 

O Lord, hear my prayer, 

O Lord, hear my prayer; 

when I call answer me. 

O Lord, hear my prayer, 

O Lord, hear my prayer; 

come and listen to me. 
  
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

One:  People of God, where do we put our trust? 

  Where do we find wholeness and meaning? 

Many:  We lift up our eyes to the hills. 

  Our help comes from the Creator of heaven and earth. 

One:  We are sons and daughters of Abraham and Sarah. 

  We trust in God, who neither slumbers nor sleeps. 

Many: We are followers of Jesus, who proclaimed God’s realm. 

  We are born of the Spirit, born from above. 

One:   Our lives are a gift from God, who loves us. 

  By the grace of God, we are born anew each day. 

Many: God loved the world in the gift of Jesus Christ. 

  Through faith in Christ, we receive eternal life. 
 

 OPENING HYMN   Guide Me O My Great Redeemer  NCH #18 

 
                                 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

Let the winds of the Spirit blow in our midst today, loving God.  Let us hear the sound and 

feel the power.  Open our hearts in new ways to the promise of your healing grace so we may 

be a blessing to one another and to your world.  We need courage to face the challenges and 

struggles of life.  We seek reassurance that you will be with us in our going out and our coming 

in.  Strengthen our faith to withstand the trials and temptations that lead us away from a faithful 

journey with Christ.  Amen. 

Be Thou My Vision Hope United Church of Christ   Moline, IL 

Worship Bulletin March 1, 2026 

Prepare to Draw Near 

Stepping Out in Faith 

Rev. Santina Poor, Pastor 
Thank you for joining us for worship today. 

We are glad you are here! 
Because you are who you are, 

you are welcome here! 
 *Those who are able, please stand. 

 
 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p--OUWW-7SH1e9sRTA1j4_2ZiCHkwXn2/view?usp=sharing
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*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

O God, we confess that we have been far more ready to say we believe than to trust 

you to lead us to new ventures of faithfulness.  We are afraid of the evil that surrounds 

us.  We fear rejection, failure, and ridicule.  We admire Jesus, but it is difficult to follow in 

footsteps that lead to a cross.  In the midst of life as we know it here, how can we catch glimpses 

of eternity?  Save us, we pray, from our timidity, and use our doubts as an entry to deeper faith.  

Amen. 
 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  
 

*SHARING GOD’S PEACE 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER/LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

One: The Lord be with you. 

Many: And also, with you. 

One: Let us pray: … 

With the assurance Jesus offers, together we pray the words Jesus taught us:  

Our Father, who is in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For yours is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Genesis 12:1-4a 

1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the 

land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name 

great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I 

will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  

4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old 
when he departed from Haran. 

Psalm 121 
Many: 1 I lift up my eyes to the hills— 
               from where will my help come? 
                 2 My help comes from the LORD, 
        who made heaven and earth. 

3 He will not let your foot be moved; 
    he who keeps you will not slumber. 
4 He who keeps Israel 
    will neither slumber nor sleep. 
5 The LORD is your keeper; 
    the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 
6 The sun shall not strike you by day 
    nor the moon by night. 
7 The LORD will keep you from all evil; 
    he will keep your life. 
8 The LORD will keep 

your going out and your coming in 
    from this time on and forevermore. 
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*GOSPEL LESSON   
John 3:1-17 
1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus by night 
and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one can do 
these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, 
no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb 
and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without 
being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows 
where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it 
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things 
be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these 
things? 

11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet you do not 
receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you 
believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except the one who 
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 
not perish but may have eternal life. 

17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that the world 
might be saved through him. 

SERMON    Both - And    

        
SERMON HYMN    When Peace, Like a River    NCH 438 

 

INVITATION TO OFFERING 
The faith that sustains us is not a commodity to be hoarded and protected.  Rather, 

faith is an active, dynamic relationship which God calls us to share with one another, 

not just in the church, but with everyone.  Our offerings make possible faithful 

ministries within the church and our outreach in the world. 
 

Hope UCC thanks you for the gifts you share with this congregation. Your offering 

enables us to live into our mission. Offering plates are located near the Sanctuary 

doors. 

 

*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Thank you, God, for glimpses of eternity in the daily experiences of life.  We are grateful 

for encounters that lift the horizons of our vision.  We rejoice in the teaching and care you 

have provided to us.  Bless now the gifts we return to you for the programs and outreach 

of the church.  We want to share our faith with the world.  We pray for trustful relationships 

among all your children.  We rejoice together in the saving ministry of Jesus that inspires us to 

give our best.  Amen. 
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*CLOSING HYMN  Guide My Feet     NCH 497 

 

 
*BENEDICTION 

One:   We rejoice that God has gathered us for worship. 

  Now we depart to go where God sends us. 

Many: We are God’s messengers wherever we go. 

  We are called to be Christian in all our dealings. 

One:   In our work and in our leisure, may we serve faithfully. 

  By God’s grace, we are empowered so to do. 

Many: Winds of the Spirit will daily refresh us. 

  Faith finds new birth in us every day. 

One:   God promises to be our helper whenever we call. 

  God’s love surrounds us even when we do not ask for it. 

Many: With joy, we will go forward in faith to where God sends us.  Amen. 

 

*POSTLUDE   As we transition into the postlude of our service, please feel free to remain                               

seated, or if you prefer, you are welcome to exit or head into the Fellowship Hall at this time.             

    Blessings to you as we go forward into the world sharing God’s love.   
 
     The Battle Belongs to the Lord       arr. by Mark Hayes 

 
 
 

All music used by permission: One License # A-733028 & CCLI License #11387335 

 

 

Serving in Worship Today:  Reverend Santina Poor, Pastor Hope UCC 

 
Liturgist: Stacy Demarest 
 
Ministers of Music:  Laurel Filzen Etzel, Greg Etzel 
 
Accompanist: Robyn Carter 
 
Greeter:  Kathy Hobson 
 
Fellowship Hour: Good Neighbor Team 
 
Audio-Visual Ministry:  Jenny Hookey, Donna Werner, Bob Tallitsch, Kathy Hobson,  
                                        Bob Poor, Bek Svetlick    
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