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off Town Books 

Rare Morel óShroomô  Sightings Grip Baldwin Foragers  
Morel mushrooms, prized by chefs and foragers alike, 

are making headlines in Baldwin County ð not for their 
abundance, but for their scarcity. While Alabamaôs north-
ern regions routinely produce the honeycombed delica-
cies each spring, experts say finding them along the Gulf 
Coast remains an uncommon feat. 
Morels typically flourish in cooler climates and are 

rarely found below the stateôs frost line. That makes 
Baldwin County one of the least likely places in Alabama 
to encounter them. Still, occasional sightings have been 
reported, fueling hope among determined local foragers. 

 

A Narrow Window for Success 
In Alabama, morels generally emerge between the last 

week of February and the second 
week of April. They favor a specif-
ic combination of warm days and 
mild nights, conditions that can be 
inconsistent in the southern part of 
the state. 
For those hoping to spot one, 

seasoned foragers recommend 
searching near dead or dying hard-
woods ð especially elm, ash, and oak. Moist environ-
ments such as stream banks or swampy areas with 
well drained soil may also offer potential habitat. 

 
SEE MOREL PAGE 16 

NOAA Bestows Natôl 
Recognition to Foley 

 
 

Foley has been recognized as a 
Weather-Ready Nation Ambassador 
by the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, officials an-
nounced this week. 
According to a city news release, 

the designation highlights organiza-
tions that demonstrate a strong com-
mitment to improving community 
resilience through weather awareness 
and preparedness.  

SEE NOAA PAGE 16 

SAVE THE DATE 
Learn Water Testing 

 

Please join the Western Perdido Bay Wa-
tershed Association at the Perdido Beach 
Community Center April 27 from 6-8 p.m. if 
you want to learn about Alabama Water 
Watch and the ongoing water testing of our 
watershed. The address is 9212 Country 
Road 97 in Perdido Beach. Ashley Cambell, 
the Baldwin County Planning and Zoning 
Natural Resource Planner, will talk about the 
tests that are performed and what we are 
finding. Also, consider joining the Western 
Perdido Bay Watershed Association. For 
membership details or questions, please 
email wpbwac@gmail.com. Also, feel free 
to join our Western Perdido Bay Watershed 
Association Facebook page for more water-
shed information and updates 

The Elberta Municipal Court and 
The Elberta Police Department are 
working together to get town warrant 
numbers down. So, for the month of 
April 2026, anyone having warrants 
with Elberta Municipal Court can 
come to the Elberta Town Hall to be 
processed.  
*If you owe the court money on old 

charges (Capias Warrants) you will be 
processed and given a new payment 
plan. 
*If you have missed your court date 
(Failing  to  Appear Warrants)  you  will  be 

SEE AMNESTY PAGE 24 



The Lillian  APRIL 1, 2026 Page 2 

New Year Special 
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 Easter Sunday is just around the corner. The Easter 
Weekend is stoked with tradition, no matter what part of 
the world you are from, and a lot of those traditions are 
centered around food. For example, my family in Louisi-
ana always has a Crawfish Boil on Easter Sunday to cele-
brate the bounties from the land. Thatôs a very doable idea 
here in Lillian. 
 We ventured to the small island of Bermuda for an 

Easter Holiday once. The entire island shuts down every-
thing on Good Friday and everyone goes to the local 
beaches to fly kites. Itôs their celebration to symbolize the 
Ascension of Christ. The event is quite a spectacular scene. 
Later that evening, some of the local Pubs re-opened and 
we were able to have a great meal at The Frog and Onion 
Pub located in the Historic Naval Dockyard district. On 
Easter Sunday, the Brunch at our Hotel included Hot Cross 
Buns, Poached eggs, Fish & Chips. 
  My Easter Sunday meal is always traditional. I already 

have half of a Ham Shank to bake, in my freezer. Bone in 
half of a Ham. Not the spiral sliced kind. Iôll have sides like 
Macaroni & Cheese, Fresh Green Beans, Ham Rice, Hon-
ey/Bourbon Glazed Carrots, Cranberry Sauce, and of 
course traditional and spicy Deviled Eggs. I love having 
baked Ham because once I have sliced the best of the meat 
for serving from the bone, I am left with a Ham Bone and 
extra pieces of Ham that make a great opportunity to use 

for a Gumbo Stock. 
That brings us to this monthôs recipe: ñCaptain Daveôs 

After Easter Ham & Sausage Gumbo.ò 
This recipe should produce about 25 cups. I use a 12 qt. 

stock pot and a 15 qt. stock pot 
Ingredients: 
1 Hambone with meat on it and ham trimmings left. Try to 

have 1lb.of ham  
3 qts. of water to boil the hambone in for stock. 
1 lb. of Conecuh Sausage( I like the Spicy Flavor) 
2 large onions, coarsely chopped 
2 green bell peppers coarsely chopped 
1 medium head of celery, coarsely chopped especially with 

the leaves. 
1 stick of salted butter 
1 cup of all-purpose flour and 1TSP of Kitchen Bouquet 

Browning and Seasoning sauce 
İ cup of Taylor Port Sherry 
Have some extra chicken stock on hand ( @ 8 cups) in case 

Gumbo is too thick 
1 -28 ounce can of whole tomatoes, drained and chopped 

(Save that juice to add) 
3 TSP of kosher Salt 
1 TBSP of Coarse ground Black pepper 
2 TBSP of Thyme 
4 Bay Leaves 
1TSP of dried Oregano 
1 TSP of Dried Basil 

1 TBSP of Tony Chachereôs Creole Seasoning 
1 TSP of Zatarain's Gumbo File 
2TBSP of Worcestershire Sauce 
2 lbs. of cut okra 
2 cups of finely chopped green onions 
3 cloves of Garlic 

İ cup of freshly well washed parsley chopped together with the 
3 cloves of Garlic 
ı cup of Crytal Hot Sauce  

 Cooking: Hambone goes into the 12 qt, stock pot 
along with 3 qtrs. Of water. Bring to a boil then re-
duce heat to medium to maintain a bubbly simmer. 
Get this done well ahead of time so stock is strained 
and ready for use for the next steps. 
  Heat up the 15 qt. stock pot on medium and coat 
the bottom of the pot with a dribble of olive oil. Cut 
up the Conecuh Sausage into thin slices and brown 
them in the pot. Once they are browned slightly, 
remove them from the pot and set aside along with 
your remaining Ham pieces. 

 

 (SEE CAPTAIN ON PAGE 16) 

 
FROM THE  

CAPTôS GALLEY 

 

By Dave Morgan Odom 

Lillian Masons Honor Joseph Cleveland Taylor for His 50 Years of  Service 
The members of the Lillian Masonic Lodge recently gathered for a meaningful and 

memorable ceremony honoring Joseph Cleveland Taylor for his 50 years of dedicated ser-
vice to Freemasonry. The event recognized not only a remarkable milestone, but also a 
lifetime of commitment to the principles of brotherhood, charity, and service that define the 
Masonic fraternity. The Grand Lodge of Alabama sent a commemorative 50-year certifi-
cate, while the local Lodge presented the honoree with a special 50-year apron, one of great 
significance in the Masonic community. 
Brother Taylor holds a special place in the history of the lodge as a founding member of 

the Lillian Masonic Lodge, helping to establish the organization and shape its early founda-
tion. Over the decades, he has remained a steady presence in the lodge, offering leadership, 
guidance, and fellowship to generations of Masons who followed.   
Throughout his years of service, Brother Taylor has demonstrated exceptional dedica-

tion to the craft. He has served as Worshipful Master, the most senior position within the 
Lodge on numerous occasions (1992ï1993; 2005-2006; 2017-2018; 2021-2022; and 2023
-2024), guiding the lodge with wisdom and experience. His leadership helped strengthen 
the lodge and ensured that the traditions and teachings of Freemasonry continued to flour-
ish within the community. The 50-Year Masonic Service Ceremony was conducted with 
the dignity and symbolism that accompanies such an important recognition. The special 
lecture for the evening was delivered by District Lecturer Tommy Danner, who officiated 
the ceremony and reflected on the significance of half a century of faithful Masonic service.  
Worshipful Master Mike Blankenship conducted the general Lodge meeting. 
Among those present were several members of his family, including his wife, Joyce, 

along with his daughter Michelle and son-in-law Jim, who joined members of the lodge in 
celebrating this extraordinary milestone. Their presence highlighted the strong family sup-
port that has accompanied Brother Taylor throughout his Masonic journey. 
A particularly touching moment in the ceremony came when Brother Taylorôs grand-

son, Brandon Taylor served as Senior Deacon. In this role, he guided his grandfather 
through the various movements required during the presentation, symbolizing the continua-
tion of Masonic traditions from one generation to the next. 
Despite facing personal challenges in recent months, Brother Taylorôs dedication to the 

lodge remains unwavering. After suffering a fall several months ago that resulted in several 
cracked vertebrae, he has continued to remain active and mobile with the assistance of an 
electric wheel chair.  

His determination to con-
tinue attending lodge meet-
ings and events has served as 
an inspiration to his fellow 
Masons and is a powerful 
example of perseverance and 
commitment. 
The evening also reflect-

ed the fellowship that is such an important part of Masonic life. Junior Warden Chris King 
oversaw the meal for the special occasion, while Tara, wife of Junior Deacon Joe Williams, 
and Gloria, wife of Secretary Roger Cramp, generously provided the lionôs share of the pot-
luck food that helped make the evening a warm and welcoming celebration for all in at-
tendance. 
Lillian Masonic Lodge #925 of Free and Accepted Masons, meets on the first and third 

Tuesday of each month. Dinner is served at 5:30 p.m., followed by the regular lodge meeting. 
Community members interested in learning more about Freemasonry are encouraged to attend 
and meet the members of the lodge.  

 

Lillian Masonic  

Lodge 

By Jeff Keener 

 

Pictured, left to right second row,  are Tommy Danner, Brandon Taylor, 
Worshipful Master Mike Blankenship, David Johnson, Jeff Keener and 
Price Legg.  In the front row, center, is the honoree Joseph Taylor. 

Thinking of an Easter Feast? Try a óSail Awayô With a Bowl of Captôs Gumbo 
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SECURED  

Times Change But Some Things Donôt: The Cult of the Easter Egg 

With all the talk about Easter in church 
and decorations in the various stores, I be-
gan thinking about my familyôs Easters. 
 I remember my mother taking me to the 

local stores to get me my new Easter finery. 
Of course, the only place I ever wore it was 
at church on Easter Sunday. It was very sel-
dom that anyone saw it, because living in 
Chicago, you could never depend on a 
warm, sunny day. Usually it was cold, 
sometimes with snow, so all everyone ever 
saw was my usual winter coat and some-
times boots. 
When my children were old enough to 

dress up for the occasion, we were still liv-
ing in the Chicago suburbs, so nothing 
changed. Now Iôm wondering why we even 
bothered to spend the money that was in 
short supply for the dazzling outfits. 
Of course, another part of the special day 

was the search for Easter eggs, so generous-
ly supplied by Mr. Bunny. My husband and 
I colored the eggs after the kids went to bed 
and surreptitiously hid them in various plac-

es. Now that I think of it, we should have 
made a map, as almost every year one was 
hidden too well and wasnôt found until I 
smashed into it with the vacuum cleaner or 
knocked it off a shelf when dusting. 
After most were found on Easter morn-

ing, we placed them in a basket and set them 
on the table where it stayed until most were 
eaten and the leftovers were used for egg 
salad. 
This is especially funny to me because 

every time one of my children looks in my 
refrigerator for pickles, catsup, mustard, et 
cetera, they check the ñBest byò date. 
ñMom!!!ò they screech, ñlook at the date on 
this!ò  
Itôs odd that we didnôt all die from those 

colored Easter eggs after they had sat unre-
frigerated for at least a week or more. 
Now the only time I make hard boiled 

eggs is when I need Deviled Eggs for a pot-
luck event. Nope, they never last more than 
a few minutes on the table, so not to worry. 

 
Just a 

Thought or 
Two 

By Sally McKinney 

 APRIL 1, 2026 
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ADVERTISING 

INFORMATION 

The Lillian newspaper is a monthly 

publication. Advertisements may be 

dropped off at the Lillian Perdido 

Bay Library, mailed to The Lillian at 

PO Box 1088, Lillian, AL 36549 or 

emailed to lillianeditor@yahoo.com 

Advertisement inquiries can be 

directed to Julie McManus at 703-

217-2874 (cell) during the business 

hours of 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

 ADVERTISING SIZES 

Full page = 10ò wide x 11.5ò tall 

1/2 Page (horas.) = 10ò wide x 5.5ò tall 

1/2 Page (vertical) = 5ò wide x 11ò tall 

1/4 Page = 5ò wide x 5.5ò tall 

1/8 Page = 5ò wide x 2.75ò tall 

Business Card = 3.5ò wide x 2ò tall 

Classified = maximum of 40 words 

The Lillian is not responsible for 

the factual content of ads or articles 

submitted to us. 

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Letters are welcome but must be 

signed and include contact infor-

mation should our staff have any 

questions.  

No letters will be accepted regard-

ing property owner  vs. associationsô 

disputes. All letters must be legible 

and limited to 300 words or less. 
 

ARTICLE OR OBITUARY 

INFORMATION 
 

We gladly accept news and infor-

mation from the community. Please 

submit by: 

Â Mail to PO Box 1088, Lillian, 

AL 36549 

Â Email to lillianeditor@yahoo.com 

Â Drop off at Lillian Perdido Bay 

Library 

  DISCLAIMER 

The content of articles and letters 

to the editor do not necessarily re-

flect the opinion of the editor, the 

board of directors for The Lillian or 

the Lillian Action Committee. 

We are also not responsible for the 

business practices of our advertisers. 

 POLICY 

Thank you for your articles and 

news items, but due to space limita-

tions, some submissions may not be 

included in this issue. They will be 

included in a future edition when 

possible. The editorial board has the 

right to deny any articles or ads not 

suitable for this publication. 

  

DEADLINES AND 

CONTACTS 

The deadline for the May issue of 

The Lillian will be April 22. Anyone 

may send an email to lillianedi-

tor@yahoo.com for information on 

articles and news. 

Call Julie McManus at 703-217-2874 or 

email lillianadvertise@yahoo.com for 

advertising information. 
  

 EDITORIAL BOARD 

Executive Editor: Sally McKinney 

Managing Editor: David Monaghan. 

Board Members: Nancy Scott, Gloria 

Cramp, Jackie Reid, Florence 

McLendon, Tammy Robinson. 
 

LILLIAN ACTION COMMITTEE 

President: Sally McKinney, Vice 

President Jackie Reid, Secretary: 

Nancy Scott, Treasurer: Florence 

McLendon, Board Members Gloria 

Cramp, Tammy Robinson and     

David Monaghan. 

The Lillian  
PO Box 1088 

Lillian, AL 36549 

 

 

APRIL 1, 2026 
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Neighbors, Watershed 
Group & Civic Team to 
Meet on Recycling Plan 

 
 

The Western Perdido Bay Watershed Association and a 
Civic & Legislation Team are hosting a Community Recycling 
Presentation at the Lillian Community Club, May 6, at 6 p.m.  
Terri Graham, Chief Executive Officer, of the Solid Waste 

Authority Baldwin County will be providing our community 
with information about Curbside Recycling, Unmanned Drop-
off Recycle Locations, Manned Centers for Hard to Recycle 
Materials, and the Material Recovery Facility/Waste and Re-
cycling Adventure Center.  
There will also be an opportunity to sign up for a tour of the 

Materials Recovery Facility/Waste and Recycling Adventure 
Center. Once we have a count of how many Lillian Residents 
want to attend a tour, we will work with Solid Waste Authority 
to coordinate dates. They will then provide buses to take Lillian 
Residents on a tour of the Materials Recovery Facility/Waste and 
Recycling Adventure Center. This is a very informative and hands-
on tour which provides lots of information about how materials are 
recycled and repurposed in Alabama. We look forward to seeing 
you on May 6. 
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Sunday Worship at 9 a.m. 

APRIL 1, 2026 



 

By Janet Larson 
Have you heard people mention jet streams when theyôre talking about ex-

treme weather? You may be surprised by how important jet streams really are. 
Letôs take a closer look at how they are formed and why they are so important to 
our weather and oceans.  
Jet streams are fast flowing bands of air high in the atmosphere, about six 

miles above Earth. They move west to east because of the planetôs rotation. On 
weather maps, jet streams are often depicted by curved lines that mark where 
the strongest winds are found. Jet streams are important because they affect 
weather, ocean movement, and air travel. Pilots use jet stream maps to help de-
termine the fastest and safest flight routes.  
So how do jet streams form? They develop because of temperature differ-

ences between warm and cold air. There are typically two main jet streams in 
each hemisphere: the polar jet stream and the subtropical jet stream. The polar 
jet stream forms at the boundary between cold polar air and warmer air from the 
mid-latitudes. The subtropical jet stream forms higher in the atmosphere and is 
linked to warm tropical air.  
Jet streams donôt follow straight paths. They meander around the globe and 

can move north or south. Sometimes they split apart, form eddies, and even dis-
appear to reappear somewhere else. These paths vary because of change of sea-

sons, pressure systems, ocean temperatures, and 
mountain ranges.  
Jet streams have a huge impact on both weather 

and oceans. Jet streams help keep polar air separate 
from warm tropical air, affecting temperature distribu-
tion. They can steer weather systems, determining 
where rain or snow will occur. Jet streams also influ-
ence ocean winds and currents, which can affect how 
nutrients move in the water.  
These changes can affect sea temperatures, storm 

development and even marine life and migration pat-
terns. Seasonal shifts in jet streams can lead to changes in oceanic heat distribu-
tion.  
Climate change is also affecting how jet streams behave. Because the polar 

regions are warming faster than the areas near the equator, jet streams are be-
coming weaker and more uneven. When jet streams slow down and become 
wavier, weather patterns can stick around longer. These changes have been 
linked to more extreme weather events, such as heat waves, heavy rainfall, and 
major snowstorms. Understanding jet streams can help us make sense of the 
unusual weather that weôve been seeing happening around us.  

Jet Stream Meanderings Lay the Groundwork of  Coastal Climate 
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For many years the Optimist Club of Perdido Bay has ar-
ranged for the Easter Bunny to visit Lillian, AL to hide special 
eggs and visit area children. The Community Easter Egg Hunt 
begins at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, April 4 at the Lillian Recrea-
tional Park, 33914 Widell Ave. Parents are asked to arrive at 
the park by 10:15 a.m. and gather in front of the pavilion for 
the instructions for the hunt. The Easter Bunny will be availa-
ble for photos after the hunt. Hot dogs, chips and drinks will 
be available at no cost. This event is sponsored by the Optimist 
Club of Perdido Bay, Lillian Recreational Park and area 
churches. To help with the event call or text 251-234-1122. 

 Easter Bunny Photo Op! 
Donôt Miss the Egg Hunt Set for  
Sat., April 4, 10:15 at the Rec Park 

Optimists Are Hosting 22nd Annual  

Fishing Derby May 3 at Schaff Pond 

Boys and girls aged two to 12 are invited to participate in the Opti-
mist Club of Perdido Bay 22nd Annual Kids Fishing Rodeo that will 
be held Saturday, May 3 at Schaff Pond. The event is held from 9 a.m. 
to noon. A hot dog lunch is provided for those attending. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult. 
Awards are given in a variety of categories. Participants are asked 

to bring their own chairs, buckets, poles and bait. A few poles and bait 
will be available, however. Catch and release all catfish, but bass and 
bream may be kept. Permission forms will be available at the pond. 
Schaff Pond is located at 32695 Bartel Street, Elberta. From Lillian 

turn north on County Road 93 for one mile. Go west on Bartel Road 
four tenths of a mile and the pond is on the right. For additional infor-
mation call 251-284-3793 or 636-236-5226. 

Members of the Optimist Club of Perdido Bay hope the winners 
of last yearôs Fishing Rodeo will join them again on Saturday, 
May 3 at Schaff Pond for another great day of fishing. 
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Location, location, 
location ð most folks 
have heard that saying, 
and it couldnôt ring 
more true than it does 
here in Lillian. 
Tucked along the 

peaceful waters of Per-
dido Bay, Lillian is the 
kind of small town peo-
ple dream about. Itôs quiet, friendly, and easygoing 
ð where neighbors wave as they pass and life 
moves at a slower, sweeter pace. 
One of the things folks love most is how close it 

is to everything. You can be over the Florida line 
in minutes for groceries, shopping, or a quick trip 
to the beautiful beaches of Pensacola and Pensaco-
la Beach. Yet when you come home, it feels a 
world away from the crowds. 
Here in Lillian youôll find towering oak trees, 

country roads, and that perfect blend of country 
living and coastal living. Days are often spent en-
joying the simple things ð launching a boat on the 
bay, fishing at sunrise, exploring local parks and 
hiking trails, or heading out for a little hunting in 
the surrounding countryside. Life here revolves 
around the outdoors and the water. 
Itôs the kind of place where if you donôt already 

live here, you probably wish you did ð and sooner 
or later, many folks find a way to make it happen. 
Around here we like to say: Thereôs no place 

like home in Lillian. 
And as more people discover this hidden corner 

of the Gulf Coast, one thing is becoming clear ð 
property in Lillian will only continue to appreciate. 
People arenôt just buying land or homes hereé 
theyôre investing in a way of life.  

- Shannon Young Lillianôs Local Realtor 
with Coldwell Banker Coastal Realty. 

What Youôve Heard About  
Real Estate  é. Is True! 

     Spring brings us warmer weather and after a 
chilly winter we are all looking forward to that. 
However, with the nicer temperatures come the 
flies.  
You open your door to enter your house and 

a fly or two come in totally uninvited. Just be-
cause the black fly is often called the common 
house fly, it doesnôt give the pesky fliers a free 
ticket into your home, despite what they 
may think.  You might say, ña fly, no big 
dealò, but you might feel different after I fill you 
in on some ófly facts.ô I warn you, itôs not pretty.  
  Let us begin this disgusting journey: When this winged pest lands on your supper, it 
wants to taste it to see if itôs worth eating, but a fly can only consume liquids, so it spits or 
vomits on the morsel to change the consistency to make this possible.  This may be after it 
tasted the dog poo in your neighborôs yard.  Just saying.  
   Flies spread disease. They carry bacteria in their vomit and because bacte-
ria are everywhere and flies land and walk over everything, germs cling to the hairs on 
their legs as well. Lab experiments have shown that a fly walking on a sterile culture 
dish has resulted in the growth of over 100 bacterial and fungal colonies.  
     Not all cultures are harmful to humans, but many are and can cause all kinds of intesti-
nal and other ailments and diseases from typhoid to diarrhea and even tuberculosis and eye 
inflammation.  
     And if youôre hoping that someday the fly will go extinct, forget it, one female lays 
about 50 to 100 eggs and about 500 in its lifetime.   
     The good side, sort of, is the larvae stage, also known as maggots, help clean up roadkill 
and even better, medical doctors use a special species of maggots to help eat dead and in-
fected wound tissue of patients, especially burn victims.  
   I still think they are annoying, dirty pests, and I keep my fly swatter handy. Itôs tricky 
business though because this two-eyed insect has 4000 facets to each eye which gives 
it 360-degree vision.  What the heck, thatôs not fair.  Oh well, my swatter and I are hopeful-
ly up for the challenge.  
     Trivia Time: About 1920, a ship from South America docked in Mobile, Alabama and 
along with the cargo came some stowaways called fire ants. They seemed to like their new 
home because they adapted very well and have moved and colonized in several other 
southern states.   
      FYI: Earth is now in a preglacial period, which is often warm.  The next gla-
cial event is expected in 1.5 million years from now.  
     Speaking of Earth, NASA says space dust adds 20-40 thousand tons to Earthôs weight 
each year.  No wonder ancient cities have disappeared.  
     Throughout life most of us collect things, mementos, family keepsakes or just about 
anything. Then we become senior citizens and wonder what weôre going to do with all the 
stuff.  
     I know Iôm not throwing away my old raggedy shirt; worn so thin you can see through 
it, but itôs so comfortable and it goes so well with those old - real old sweatpants.  But I can 
dispose of some of my pans and kitchen gadgets.  Who cooks anymore?  At least, in my 
kitchen, who cooks anymore?  
     I keep a box in the closet where I throw things I donôt want and when the box gets full, I 
donate the contents and start all over again.  
   Slowly and unenthusiastically, I have started going through cupboards deciding what to 
keep and what to ditch. If itôs a low cupboard, I give myself extra time to get off the 
floor.  No easy feat these days. Several months later I might have gotten enough ambition 
to start the next project. Or not.  
     But every little thing I get rid of may be just right for someone else and itôs also one less 
thing my kids donôt have to get rid of when I no longer am able. It also keeps the clutter 
down.  
     ñI long to accomplish a great and noble task, but it is my chief duty to accomplish 
small tasks as if they were great and noble.ò Helen Keller.  

Bits and 
Pieces 
By Jackie 
Reid 

 

Spring Changes Are Not Always Pretty  



R 
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850-456-2019 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 9-5 P.M. & SATURDAY 9-1 P.M. 

850-456-2019 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 9-5 P.M. & SATURDAY 9-1 P.M. 
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Pianist: Erin Equihua 

By Betty Bovat 

     Another month of 2026 has passed and that 
is not an April Fool joke!! 
     I must apologize for our hours and mailing 
address in the March ñThe Lillianò, as it was 
printed wrong.  The Lillian Perdido Bay Li-
brary hours are:  Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs-
day and Saturday: 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.;   Friday: 
10 a.m. to  2 p.m. 
     Our mailing address is P.O. Box 237, Lilli-
an AL 36549. 
     As most of you know, the Lillian Perdido Bay Library is a full dona-
tion library.  We do not receive funding from the local, county, state or 
federal governments.  We rely totally on the members of the community 
for the donated materials we have at the library.  We accept all book do-
nations that are in good condition as we will process them to put on our 
shelves for check out.  We cannot accept items that have mold, are torn, 
dusty or smelly.  The Waterfront Mission will pick up any items at your 
house, at your convenience.  You must call for an appointment at 850-
607-8340. 
     If you would like to donate and become a library member, please fill 
out the form printed below. 
     We welcome all patrons and encourage anyone that has not yet visited 
our library to please stop by and we will give you a tour.  Itôs larger than 
you might think. 
     The library has a good supply of hardback books, paperbacks, DVDs, 
audios, music CDs, cookbooks, non-fiction books and childrenôs books 
FOR SALE from $.50 - $1.  You do not have to be a member or have a 
library card to purchase the above items. 
     There is also a computer lab in the library, with five computers and 
two printers for public use for a small donation.  A printer/scan/fax ma-
chine is also available for public use, with help from the volunteers, for a 
small donation. 
     We also have available the Federal and Alabama tax forms for you. 
     Thank you for all your generous donations at the Lillian Perdido Bay 
Library.  We are proud of your support and patronage.  We feel so fortu-
nate to be able to provide services to our community. 

No Fooling, Itôs April Already! 

 

K-6 

7-12 

Pianist: Erin Equihua 
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Pianist: Erin Equihua  
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Contact PLANNING@BALDWINCOAL.GOV, 251-580-1655 for 
questions or to show support or opposition regarding upcoming zon-
ing and subdivision cases. Planning Commission meetings are the first 
Thursdays of each month at 4 PM at the Baldwin County Central An-
nex, 22251 Palmer St., Robertsdale AL 36567.  Rezoning cases are 
heard by the County Commissioners  on the third Tuesdays of the 
month at 10 AM at the Baldwin County Fairhope Satellite Court-
house, Commission Meeting Chambers - 2nd Floor, 1100 Fairhope 
Ave., Fairhope AL 36532. Please attend meetings when possible. 
Please email me with questions or comments at 
TRACEY@LETSKEEPITCOUNTRY.COM 

YOUR OPINION MATTERS 

SAVE THE BUNCO BASH! 

Legendary LCC Fundraiser Looking 
For Volunteers to Rescue Annual Event  

For several years the Lillian Community Club (LCC) 
has hosted the annual Bunco Bash with all proceeds going 
to charitable cancer research. KK and her family have 
devoted many hours to plan, organize and host this 
worthwhile event year after year. Thank you for all you 
have done; itôs always a lot of fun. Unfortunately, KK and 
family are no longer able to continue. Without a dedicated 
planner, the Bunco Bash cannot continue.  
If you are interested in taking the helm of this awesome 
event, please contact the LCC main office at (251) 962-
3366, ext. 1 or email at LCC@lilliancommunityclub.com 

mailto:PLANNING@BALDWINCOAL.GOV


ó 
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April 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 at 10:00 AM & April 7, 14, 21 & 28 at 11:00 AM: Ageless 
Grace, Body & Brain Fitness, Lillian Methodist Church, 12770 S. Perdido St., Lillian, 
AL. For more information, contact Sharyon Miller at 850-221-8630. 
April 2 at 6:30 PM: Tenebrae Service of Darkness at Lillian Methodist Church, 12770 
S. Perdido St., Lillian, AL.  
April 3 at 12:00 Noon: Good Friday Service at Lillian Methodist Church, 12770 S. 
Perdido St., Lillian, AL.  
April 4 at 10:30 AM - Annual Community Easter Egg Hunt at the Lillian Recreation 
Park, 33914 Widell Ave., Lillian, AL 36549 (The hunt is sponsored by the Optimist 
Club of Perdido Bay in partnership with the park and area churches. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult and will need to bring their own Easter basket. Complimen-
tary hot dog, chips, and drink will be served following the Easter Egg Hunt. If you 
would like to volunteer, contact 251-234-1122.) 
April 7, 14, 21 & 28 at 7:00 PM: Al-Anon Meetings, Lillian Methodist Church, 
12770 S. Perdido St., Lillian, AL. (Al-Anon is a fellowship for relatives and friends of 
alcoholics, offering support for those affected by a loved one's drinking. It provides a 
safe, non-judgmental space to share experiences and develop healthier coping mecha-
nisms through its meetings, which are based on the Twelve Steps of Alcoholics 
Anonymous. Learn more about AL-Anon at https://al-anon.org/.) 
April 4, 11, 18 & 25: Open AA Meetings at 7:00 PM and April 7, 14, 21 & 28: Gen-
eral AA Meetings, Lillian Methodist Church, 12770 S. Perdido St., Lillian, AL 
(Alcoholics Anonymous, AA is a fellowship of people who share their experience, 
strength, and hope to stay sober, primarily through a 12-step program and mutual sup-
port at free meetings. The only requirement for membership is a desire to stop drink-
ing, and the organization is open to anyone regardless of background, beliefs, or iden-
tity. For information, contact Bill Halford at 850-380-8132. Learn more about AA at 
https://www.aa.org/what-is-aa.) 
April 2 at 1:00 PM: Healing Hope Grief Support Group, Lillian Methodist Church, 12770 
S. Perdido St., Lillian, AL (If you are navigating the pain of loss, please know you are not 
alone. Join us for grief support in a safe space to share your experiences, receive compas-
sionate listening, and find healing alongside others who understand. For more information, 
contact Sharyon Miller at 850-221-8630.) 
April 7 at 1:00 PM: Turning Point USA Faith Group Organizational Meeting, Lillian 
Methodist Church, 12770 S. Perdido St., Lillian, AL (For more information, contact Amy 
Fowler at 256-937-9330.) 
April 9, 16, 23 & 30 at 6:30 PM: Lillian Community Celebrate Recovery Meetings, 
Lillian Methodist Church, 12770 S. Perdido St., Lillian, AL (Rev. Rick Long and 
Rev. Daniel Randall invite everyone to join us for Celebrate Recovery, a faith-based, 
Christ-centered, 12-step program designed to help individuals overcome various hurts, 
habits, and hang-ups. Celebrate Recovery uses a combination of biblical principles, 
the 12 steps of Alcoholics Anonymous, and small group support to foster healing and 
recovery. The program addresses a wide range of issues, including substance abuse, 
codependency, and other life challenges, and is offered in thousands of churches 
worldwide. Learn more about CR at https://celebraterecovery.com/.) 
April 11 at 8:00 AM: Optimist Club of Perdido Bay Respect for Law Appreciation 
Breakfast, Lillian Community Club, 34148 Widell Ave., Lillian, AL 36549 (To learn 
more about the Optimist Club of Perdido Bay, go to www.OptimistClubPB.org.) 
April 16 at 1:00 PM: Dementia Education Forum, Caregiver Support Group and Aging 
in Place, Lillian Methodist Church, 12770 S. Perdido St., Lillian, AL (For more infor-
mation, contact Sharyon Miller at 850-221-8630.) 
April 18 from 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM Spring Bake, Craft & Plant Sale, at Lillian Methodist 
Church, located at 12770 S. Perdido St., Lillian, AL (To reserve a booth, contact Tay Ran-
dall at 251-234-1213 or office@lillianmc.org by April 10.) 
April 25 at 8:00 AM: Optimist Club of Perdido Bay Community Breakfast, Lillian 
Methodist Church, 12770 S. Perdido Street, Lillian, AL (Our guest speaker is Kristi Ha-
good, who will share about her service as Baldwin County Assistant District Attorney, 
who oversees felony child abuse cases and elder abuse cases. Kristi began her service in 
the financial exploitation/white collar crime unit and handled civil matters on behalf of the 
District Attorneyôs Office. To learn more about the Optimist  Club of Perdido Bay, go to 
www.OptimistClubPB.org.) 

The  
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https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=c00251c694cd13aa&sxsrf=AE3TifNsC1q4gkc32h9GZ5s05rOhfEaUJg%3A1750257871958&q=Alcoholics+Anonymous&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiSweTVmvuNAxXqSzABHYioDJkQxccNegQIEBAB&mstk=AUtExfAhway7PG_TpzhmrhQ78Q3N8ktnTvuRNm_-2z9-qskmJ-mog5mxqWx5OUOD
https://celebraterecovery.com/
http://www.OptimistClubPB.org
mailto:office@lillianmc.org
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Visit the Baldwin County Animal 
Shelter County Road 49, 

Summerdale, AL 36580  
251-972-6834 

 

READY FOR ADOPTION NOW! 
Baldwin County Animal Shelter 
bcas@baldwincountyal.gov 

251-972-6834 

HANK 

Frappe 

GUNNER LENNY 

DASH 

CASEY 

FEATURED THIS MONTH 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

MACI LOU. A WATER DOG 

 

If you have a best friend of the furry, feathery or 
scaly kind feel free to send in a picture to  
Dave Monaghan at  lillianeditor@yahoo.com 

DOGA   YOGA LILô   DEXTER 

Lillianôs Pets of the Month 

 

Lillianôs Pests of the Month 

ALABAMA   FOX ALABAMA  OTTER 

If you live in Lillian or Elberta, AL and have an  

unwanted pest call Stu at Down South Wildlife  
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What do you call a Crepe Myrtle that has been cut back to a 
stump? A broom handle with no purpose. 
This time of year, people start trimming (or Myr-dering) Crepe 

Myrtles for vanityôs sake. Lagerstroemia indica would be perfectly 
happy as shaggy, blooming bushes, but the fashion is for tall, smooth 
trunks and long-stemmed bunches of wavy flowers. No judgement 
here, all the Crepe Myrtles in my yard are trimmed that way too! 
When pruning your Crepe Myrtles, follow the 3 Ds: Dead, Dis-

eased, and Deranged. The first two are fairly obvious, but what is 
Deranged. In plant terms, it means any branch that's growing in-
wards (into the other stems), or branches that cross over a main trunk 
and are leaving rubbed spots. The rubbed spots will create a wound 
on the plant, which is a great entry point for insects and disease. 
Why did the gardener get arrested? For crepe murderðhe was just 
too good at "pruning". 
While Crepe Myrtles are considered low maintenance landscape 

plants, they are susceptible to a few insects and diseases. They need 
to be planted with their needs in mind - in areas with good air flow, 
well-drained soil, and sunlight. Come to think of it, thatôs true for 
pretty much all plants ï and even people! Living things tend to flour-
ish if they are planted with their needs in mind.  
One invasive insect, Bark Scale, is in the family of Eriococcidae. 

They look similar to mealybugs, or little pale worms. They can be 
found clustered in branch intersections, pruning sites, and under 
loose bark, but rarely on the leaves. Bark scale is a relatively new 
pest in the Southeastern US. It was first detected in Texas in 2004, 
moved into Mississippi in 2014, and Alabama in 2019.   
Bark Scale rarely kills Crepe Myrtles but they do produce 

ñhoneydewò. Honeydew is a kind of silly term for bug poop. Black 
sooty mold is fungus that feeds off the honeydew and not the plant 
itself. If you rub a leaf covered in black sooty mold, youôll generally 
find a green and healthy leaf underneath. The fungus can cause stunt-
ed plant growth, as well as reduce the size and quantity of flowers. 
With an extremely heavy infestation, sunlight can be blocked from 
the Crepe Myrtles leaves, which may yellow and fall prematurely. It 
also turns the stems of the Crepe Myrtles black as well as anything 
planted near them ï from other plants to fence posts! 
Another Crape Myrtle pest are aphids. Aphids are miniscule, soft-

bodied insects that are pale yellowish-green with black spots on the 
abdomen. The aphids suck the plant sap out of leaves which causes 
two harmful effects. One effect is that aphids inject saliva into the 
plantôs leaf while they feed. The saliva causes yellow spots to devel-
op on the leaf both damaging the appearance of the plant and harm-
ing its ability to gather sunlight. The other main effect is that as the 
aphids feed, they secrete honeydew. And we already know what a 
problem that is for the Crepe Myrtle! 
Get rid of the insects, and the black mold will go with them. 

Aphids are susceptible to products like insecticidal soaps, horticul-
tural oils and soil-applied pest control products. There are many op-
tions on the market, so do your research carefully. Timing, weather 
conditions, and the plantôs state make matters in the plant world 
tricky. Too much of a good thing can cause permanent harm in the 
form of chemical scarring. Too little management and you may lose 
the plant entirely. When using the internet for research, pay attention 

to the extensions at the end of the 
web address, like .edu or .gov. 
(Aces.edu is a personal favorite ï 
Alabama Cooperative Extension 
Service.)  
These sites are generally better 

for consistent (and correct) infor-
mation about plants and are less 
likely to try to sell a product. There are many predatory insects that 
feed on aphids, such as ladybugs and green lacewings, so avoid 
spraying the plant as it blooms with broad-spectrum insecticides that 

would destroy these beneficial insects.  
You can also remove insects with a high-powered nozzle on water 

hose. Another useful solution: a mix of a tablespoon of Dawn to 1 
gallon of water and apply gently to the black moldy area. Let it set 
for a few minutes and then wash off with high-powered nozzle.  
Why are Crepe Myrtles bad at telling secrets? Because their 

branches are too thin, so they always spill the beans!  

If You Love Your Crepe Myrtles, Protect Them From Pests  

Know Your 

Critters 
By Celeste 

Hadley-Champion 
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The American Legion is your voice in 
congress, we need membership numbers 
when they go in front of the VA and all con-
cerned. The focus has been and always will 
be on service to the community and support 
of our veterans. 
If you have served Active Duty in the 

United States Armed Forces and have been 
honorably discharged or are still serving -- 
you are eligible for membership in The 
American Legion! 

Happy Easter:  Post 48 wishes eve-
ryone a very Happy Easter. 

Thank You:  Thanks to everyone 

who came out to support Legion Post 48ôs 
Fund Raising Dinners.  Hope you enjoyed 
the dinners, and we will see you all again 
next year.  The Money that was made will be 
used to help our local Veterans, maintain the 
medical closet, along with donations to Rob-
ertsdale ROTC program. 
 A little history for our readers: Post 48 

began with an Application for Post on 
March 23, 1988.  It was approved with the 
recommendation that charter be issued on 
May 19, 1989. It all started with nineteen 
Charter members. In 1989 dues were 
$15.00. The members worked very hard 
with a limited membership and money to get 
up and running.  
In 1993, the ham dinners started ï and 

have continued to this date. Also, in 1993 the 
color guard began raising the colors for the 
Fourth of July celebrations.   
We have come a long way from our origi-

nal and humble 19 Legionnaires.   Post 48 is 
very appreciative for the support of this com-
munity. 

 
MEDICAL CLOSET: The Medical 

Closet is for all Lillian residents and there is 
absolutely no charge. Many items are availa-
ble, such as walkers, hospital beds, and 
more. The only requirement is the return of 
said items when no longer needed. 

 
 
 

The individuals to contact are Bill Burns 
at 251-978-3440 and Darrell Ochs at 251-
269-9084. 
Every Wednesday morning from 9 a.m. to 

11 a.m., Legion Members ñdrop byò the 
American Legion Building 48. The building 
is located next door to Lillian Community  
Club, adjacent to the POW/MIA flag. Come 
and join us for a cup of coffee or a soda, and 
enjoyable conversation. 
Meetings are on the third Monday of the 

month at 7 p.m. in the Lillian Community 
Club Hall.  
Come and join us and become one of the 

millions of Legionnaires still serving. 

Lillian  

American  
Legion Post 48 

  

By Dŀȅ [Φ tȅƭŜ 

1st Vice  
President 

  

  

Thanks to All for Our Successful Annual FundraiserðSee You Next Year  

APRIL 1, 2026 

Online morel tracking maps have become a popular 
tool for enthusiasts hoping to verify recent finds in the 
region. 
Turning to Local Farms for Gourmet Alternatives 
Given the rarity of wild morels in Baldwin County, 

many residents turn to local farms and restaurants that 
cultivate gourmet mushroom varieties. 

The Hope Farm in Fairhope, known for its 
farm to table approach, grows specialty mushrooms in-
cluding Golden Enoki, Pink and Pearl Oyster, and Chest-
nut varieties. 
Nearby, Lost Boys Mushrooms in Pensacola supplies 

fresh gourmet mushrooms, tinctures and grow at home 
kits for hobbyists. 
In Daphne, Sirmon Farms operates a cultivation fa-

cility as part of its broader agricultural offerings, though 

the farm is best known for its seasonal attractions such as 
sunflower fields. 
A Rare Find That Keeps Foragers Searching 
Despite the odds, the possibility of discovering a 

wild morel in Baldwin County continues to draw ad-
venturous mushroom hunters into the woods each 
spring.  
For many, the challenge is part of the appeal ð and 

the rare reward makes the search worthwhile. 

(MOREL FROM PAGE 1) 

 
 

NOAAôs Weather-Ready Nation program partners with local governments, 
businesses and agencies to enhance readiness, communication and safety be-

fore, during and after severe weather events. 
City officials said the recognition places Foley within a national network fo-
cused on strengthening public response to extreme weather, water and climate 
hazards. 

(NOAA FROM PAGE 1) 

  
Add 1 stick of salted butter and let it melt on medium heat but do not have it so hot that it 
browns the butter. Now to make the roux. Have your Ham stock strained and ready to pour 
in before making the Roux 
   In the melted butter, add the diced onions, peppers and celery. Stir them to Sautee on 

a medium low heat until the onions are translucent. Add 1 cup of all-purpose flour and stir, 
stir, stir, you will stir until your arm is tired. You want to slowly brown this flour, mixed 
with the veggies until you get a nice light brown color on the flour. Add a TBSP of butter if 
needed but keep stirring. Do Not let this flour burn. There is no fixing burnt roux.( Some 
folks like their roux to be a dark mahogany color. I get mine light golden and use a gravy 
browning agent to darken my gumbo. Itôs Called Kitchen Bouquet. ) 
  Once you have a golden-brown roux mixture add İ cup of Taylor Port sherry, It will 

lump up quickly, so stir, stir, stir and slowly add ham stock while stirring. Add about 2 or 3 
cups of Ham stock slowly stirring it in to make a very thick gravy Add the Ham meat and 
sausage to the thick gravy. Add the remaining stock 
   Add the salt pepper, thyme, Bay leaves, oregano, basil, creole seasoning and gumbo 

file and stir them in well. To adjust Gumbo color darker, Use the Kitchen Bouquet Brown-
ing and seasoning sauce. (Find it in the gravy section at the Grocery store in the 4-ounce 
bright yellow labeled bottle) I use @ 1tsp, but you can add more as you desire. Gumbo 
color needs to be a rich brown color. Once the seasonings and color are added bring the 

Gumbo to a boil for a few minutes and slowly reduce that temperature down to something 
that can simmer the rest of the day if needed. You want it to simmer and not stick to the 
bottom of your pot and burn. How long you simmer depends on your plans for service. 
  1 hour before serving, bring the Gumbo back to a boil, stirring it well as you do, add 2 

lbs. of cut okra and boil it a few minutes and then reduce the heat back down to that slow 
simmer. 
Let that cook about 30 minutes. Then add the chopped green onions. Cover and let 

them cook for 15 minutes. Add the Crystal hot sauce and let that rest 10 minutes. 
  Turn the heat off to serve. The Gumbo will stay hot a long time. Serve on White Rice, 

with Corn Bread, and have extra Hot Sauce, Fresh Jalapeno slices and salt and pepper for 
your guest. Serve it in big Bowls, 
  Côest Bon! 

Coming up Next Month 
 With Summer on the brink of its arrival what can be more appropriate for May than 

a classic coleslaw recipe. 
The captain and crew live in Spanish Cove. They have been property owners since 

2016and dock at Buena Vista Circle. 
You may remember Captain Dave from volunteering and running BINGO at the 

LCC for almost three years. Having just recently escaped from that, you can find him on 
Facebook under his name David Morgan Odom (also Captain Dave's Kitchen). Captain 
Dave has cooked a lot for the Bingo crowd ... Gumbo is the local favorite.  

CAPTAIN FROM PAGE 3) 
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 See our reviews  
on Next-door  *    Licensed 

 
 

251-504-0457  

251-236-2116 

Master Plumber/Gas Fitter 

Coming soon to the Lillian Recreational Park:  A unique, collabora-
tive project between the Baldwin County Master Gardeners, welding 
students at the Baldwin Preparatory Academy and the Lillian Recrea-
tional Park.  
This unique partnership will involve building themed demonstration 

gardens designed by the Master Gardeners and placed next to brightly 
colored metal-framed houses being designed and fabricated by the weld-
ing students. 
The ultimate goal of the project is to provide residents and visitors 

alike with a colorful, unique way to learn about best local gardening 
practices and to show how the right plants, landscaping techniques and 
efficient watering practices can be used to create a beautiful and usable 
landscape.   
In describing his studentsô involvement in designing the metal-

framed houses, Wesley Stewart, Baldwin Preparatory Academy welding 
instructor, said ñStudents created their own drawings for fabrication, 
collaborated for critical thinking, and used math skills and hand tools to 
measure angles, and hands-on skills to make cuts and to perform the 
welds necessary.   
ñAny time we have a project like this, we try and incorporate all the 

facets of the Career Technical Education and CORE curriculum. I saw 
this as the perfect opportunity to finally allow Career Tech and CORE 
education to collaborate.ò 
Each of the houses will be a minimum of 9ô tall and painted an as-

sortment of bright colors.  They will be installed around the Park, next to 
the new demon-
stration gardens. 
The gardens will 
include signage 
identifying the gar-
denôs plants, as 
well as offer plans, 
details and tips to 
care for each of the 
landscapes. 
The Master Gar-
deners will design 
the demonstration 
gardens. Each will 
have a theme, like 

butterfly, native plants, low maintenance, or deer-resistant.  
According to Beth Murray, Master Gardeners South District Co-

Leader, ñUsing soil sample results, we will recommend soil amendments 
and choose plants that will thrive in each environment. We will assist at 
planting day, and continue to monitor the health of the gardens for one 
year at a minimum.ò Beth hopes that, ñby providing a visual representa-
tion of different types of gardens, we (will) inspire residents to try grow-
ing new-to-them plants that provide ecological benefits as well as beau-
ty.ò 
Wes is also excited by the project. ñWe can't thank the Park enough 

for giving us this opportunity to give back to the community and for al-
lowing our students the opportunity to create such a neat and abstract 
piece for their already beautiful facility.ò 
The Park hopes the new gardens will be installed by May.  According 

to Lucy Smith, Board President, ñThis is going to have a tremendous effect, 
not only as a beautiful enhancement to the Park, but also as a way to provide peo-
ple with useful information they can use in their own yards.  We love it when the 
Parkôs outreach goes beyond the Parkôs physical boundaries.ò 

Spring: Season of Beginnings; New Gardens Coming to Our Park! 

Join the Fun: Mahjong  
& Bingo at the Park 

You are invited to come for fun, friendship, and friendly competition at 
Lillian Recreational Park, where weekly mahjongg games and monthly bin-
go events offer opportunities for the community to connect, have a good 

time and make new friends. 
Mahjong open play is held every Tuesday from 1:00 to 3:00. These casu-
al, drop-in games welcome players of all experience levels and provide a 

relaxed environment for social interaction. 
Bingo is offered twice monthly, with evening games scheduled on the 

second Tuesday of each month from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. This month, on April 
14.  Afternoon sessions are on the fourth Thursday from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.  

This month, on April 23.  Bring your quarters! 
For more information, check the Parkôs Facebook page, Lillian Recrea-

tional Park or call the Park at 251-962-2129. 

Welding students at the Baldwin Preparatory Academy (above) are 
hard at work on the metal-framed houses that will be incorporated 
into new Parkôs new demonstration gardens. 
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As the air begins to warm over 
Perdido Bay and our Lillian gardens 
burst into color, it is impossible to 
ignore the persistent rhythm of re-
newal. Here in our community, na-
ture speaks a language of hope, and 
this Easter, I find myself drawn to 
one of Godôs most delicate teachers: 
the butterfly. There is a profound 
mystery in the cocoon. To an outside 
observer, it looks like an ending, a 
quiet, motionless tomb. Yet, within that shell, a miraculous 
transformation is taking place. The caterpillar doesnôt just 
grow wings; it is entirely transformed. 
This is the heart of the Easter story. When the stone was 

rolled away from the garden tomb, it wasnôt just a return to 
life; it was a victory over the "cocoon" of death itself. The 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ assures us that what looks like a 
final stop is often just a holy pause before a glorious begin-
ning. 
One of my favorite hymns, The Hymn of Promise, captures 

this seasonal shift perfectly. Its lyrics remind us: ñIn the bulb, 
there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree; In cocoons, a hid-
den promise: butterflies will soon be free! In the cold and 
snow of winter, thereôs a spring that waits to be, Unrevealed 
until its season, Something God alone can see.ò 
For many of us in Lillian, the past year may have felt like a 

long winter or a restrictive cocoon. We face grief, health 
struggles, or the quiet anxieties of a changing world. But East-
er invites us to look past the shell. It reminds us that 
"unrevealed until its season is the flower that is to be." 
The last verse of this beautiful hymn continues with its 

message of Eternal Hope: ñIn our end is our beginning; In our 
time, infinity; In our doubt, there is believing; In our life, eter-
nity; In our death, a resurrection; At the last, a victory! Unre-
vealed until its season; Something God alone can see!ò 
As we gather this Easter to celebrate the resurrection of the 

Lord, whether at the sunrise service by the water or within the 
walls of a sanctuary, let us celebrate the "hidden promise" 
within each of us. Just as the butterfly leaves the earth to take 
flight, we are invited to rise into a life defined by grace, beau-
ty, and the eternal light of the Risen Christ. May you find your 
wings this Easter and experience the forgiveness and freedom 
of the Resurrected Christ! 
Grace & Peace - Pastor Daniel Randall, Lillian Methodist 

Church 

 
The Methodist 
Message 

 

By Rev. Daniel 
Randall 

 
 

The Hidden 
Promise of  
Easter 
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Frances Perkins watched 146 women burn to death because factory owners 
locked the exits. Years later, she became one of the most powerful women in 
America. As a girl, Frances Perkins could not understand why good people 
lived in poverty. Her father said the poor were lazy or weak. Frances, even 
then, knew that could not be true. At college she studied physics. Then came a 
class trip that changed everything. Her professor took students to tour clothing 
factories along the Connecticut River. Frances saw exhausted young girls bent 
over machines in rooms with no windows, no ventilation. Twelve-hour shifts. 
Six-day weeks. Fingers lost to machinery. 
 Lungs destroyed by cotton dust. She realized knowledge meant nothing if 

it did not help people live with dignity. 
She abandoned the safe pathðmarriage to a suitable man, teaching piano 

to rich children. Instead, she earned a master's degree at Columbia University 
in economics and sociology, writing her thesis on malnutrition in Hell's Kitch-
en. Her family was horrified. Nice girls did not study poverty. They certainly 
did not live in settlement houses with immigrants. Frances did not care what nice girls 
did. 
      By 1910, she was Executive Secretary of the New York Consumers 
League, investigating factories, documenting violations, pushing for reform. 
She testified before legislative committees, a young woman in a tailored suit 
telling powerful men their factories were killing people. They hated her. She 
did not stop. Then came March 25, 1911. Frances was having tea with friends 
when she heard the fire alarms. She followed the smoke to the Triangle Shirt-
waist Factoryðten stories of flame and screaming. She stood on the street and 
watched young women jump from upper floor windows because the factory 
owners had locked the doors to prevent "theft" and "unauthorized breaks." 
Their bodies hit the pavement like thunder. 146 workers died. Most were immi-
grant women and girls. Some as young as 14. They had been making shirtwaistsðthe 
fashionable blouses wealthy women wore. Frances watched them burn so rich women 
could look progressive. She made herself a promise that day. Their deaths will not be in 
vain. 
     Within weeks, Frances was appointed to the committee investigating the 
fire. She did not just write a report. She rewrote New York's labor laws from 
the ground up. Fire exitsðunlocked, accessible, clearly marked. Maximum 
occupancy limits. Sprinkler systems. Regular safety inspections. 54-hour max-
imum workweek. One day off per week. The factory owners fought every pro-
vision. They called it "government overreach." They said it would destroy 
business. They said workers were trying to get something for nothing. Frances 
responded with photographs of the dead women. With testimony from survi-
vors. With cold economic data showing that safe workplaces were more pro-
ductive, not less. New York passed the laws. Other states followed. Within a 
decade, American workplaces had been transformedðnot completely, not per-
fectly, but irreversibly. And businesses hated Frances Perkins. Business 
groups called her a communist. Newspapers mocked her as an "old maid" 
meddling in men's affairs. She absorbed the hatred and kept working. 
      In 1933, Franklin D. Roosevelt asked Frances to join his Cabinet as Secre-
tary of Labor. She was 53 years old. No woman had ever served in a presiden-
tial Cabinet. The idea was considered radical, possibly unconstitutional, defi-
nitely improper. Frances said she would do itðbut only on her terms. She 
handed Roosevelt a list of demands: A 40-hour workweek. A minimum wage. 
Abolition of child labor. Unemployment insurance. Old-age pensions. Roose-
velt looked at the list. "You know this is impossible." "Then find someone else," 
Frances said. Roosevelt appointed her despite the situation at hand. 
      For twelve years Frances Perkins fought for those "impossible" demands. 

And she won most of 
them. The Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938: 40
-hour workweek, mini-
mum wage, child labor 
restrictions. The Social 
Security Act of 1935: old-
age pensions, unemploy-
ment insurance, support 
for dependent children. 
The laws were not perfect. 
They excluded agricultur-
al and domestic workersða compromise Frances hated but accepted to get 
anything passed. Those exclusions meant most Black workers were not cov-
ered, a racial injustice that would not be corrected for decades. But millions of 
workersðmostly white, yes, gained protections that had never existed before. 
     Frances was never satisfied. Members of Congress called her pushy. She 
wore the same black dress to every public appearanceða uniform that said I 
am not here to be decorative. I am here to work. When Roosevelt died in 1945, 
Frances resigned. She had been in the Cabinet for twelve yearsðthe longest-

serving Labor Secretary in American history, male or female.  She could have 
retired wealthy and celebrated. Instead, she taught labor history at Cornell, 
writing and lecturing until her death in 1965 at age 85. 
      Few people remember her name. But every time you get paid overtime, 
that is Frances Perkins.  Every workplace that has a marked fire exit, that is 
Frances Perkins. Every time someone collects Social Security that is Frances 
Perkins. Every weekend you have off, that is Frances Perkins. She stood on a 
street in 1911 and watched 146 women die because profit mattered more than 
human life. And she spent the next fifty years making sure that would never be true 
againðat-least not legally, not without consequence.  She was the first woman 
in a presidential Cabinet. But that is not why she mattered. She mattered be-
cause she looked at burning women and said never againðand then spent her 
life making that promise real. Most people do not know her name. But every 
person who is ever received a paycheck with overtime pay, every child who 
went to school instead of a factory, every elderly person who retired with dig-
nityðthey are living in the world Frances Perkins built. One fire. 146 deaths. 
Fifty years of fighting. And a country that learned that workers are human be-
ings who deserve to live. 
     If you want to know about other Americans who loved God and loved 

their neighbors then come visit us at Episcopal Church of the Advent. Sunday 
Service is 10 a.m. Everyone is welcome.  

Francis Perkins; Few Remember the Name Until the Overtime Check Comes 

 
 

Moving 

Forward 
By Rev. 

Tina Lockett 
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ONLINE orders crazyhorsecafe.dimeblast.com 

7 am ï7 pm 
TO GO orders crzyhorscafe.dimeblast.com 

& 

ALL WELCOME AT THE 
LILLIAN GARDEN CLUB 
The Lillian Garden Club, with open attendance to all, meets on 

the first Monday of the month at 1 p.m. at the Lillian Recreational 
Park conference room. The next meeting is April 6.. Marilyn 
Mannhard will speak on ñThe  Healing Qualities of Plants." The 
Club will hold its Annual Spring Luncheon on May 4 at 

noon, location to be announced. There is a social time with refresh-
ments after every meeting for attendees to ask questions and share. 
Please join the Facebook group Lillian's Garden Grows for addi-

tional gardening opportunities and program updates. 
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Local Baldwin Bd. Candidate Updates Progress, Wins on the Campaign 
  Keeping it  

Country 

 

By Tracey  Gambill 

 

Greetings! 
Stop Solar in Stockton is now Stop Solar in Baldwin on Face Book:  
There was a name change to include all of Baldwin County. The most we 
can do from our vicinity to help with this fight is to donate to the cause to 
help with costs of fighting. Friends of the Tensaw River, PO Box 214, 
Stockton AL 36579 where you can donate any amount. There will be a 
website soon for donating. This is gaining traction and itôs a whole coun-
ty effort! Please do what you can.  
ATTENTION VOTERS Alabama has elections for all State and 
County candidates once every four years, which is May 19 and those 
winners advance to November 3, 2026 - Governor on down to the local 
level, this is your only opportunity to do so for the next four years. 
For County Commissioners you can vote for one candidate in each Dis-
trict. Current candidates in all four Districts: District 1: Richard Cox (R) 
v. Jeb Ball (R); District 2: Angelo Fermo (R) v. Kyle Henderson (R) 
open seat; District 3: Kevin Brock (R) v. Phillip Dembowski (R) v. Roy 
Browning (D) v. Billie Jo Underwood (R); District 4: Brett Gaar (R) v. 
Tracey Gambill (R) v. Tater Harris (R) v. Drew Arredondo (D) open 
seat. I am the only Republican candidate in District 4 with a platform for 
progress.  
April 25, 2026, 1:00-3:00 p.m., State Street Coffee & Ice Cream, 
24893 State Street é Meet & Greet Matt McKenzie for Sheriff, Kevin 
Brock for County Commissioner D3, Tracey Gambill for County Com-
missioner D4, and Whitney Scapecchi for School Board. 
To hear from more Baldwin County and State of Alabama candidates 
running for office, please come to the Common Sense Campaign forum 
at Waffles R Wild, OWA, 5-6 p.m. social and dinner time, 6-7:45 p.m. 
meeting time with speakers and Q&A. Second Thursdays of each month.  
Traffic Safety Improvements In the Works in Lillian and vicinity: 
No new updates. 
WE WON THIS! Re-zoning updates by Baldwin County Commis-
sion March 17, 2026:Z26-02 Woerner Farm Property: I held a Town-
hall in Foley for this case and got 74 signatures in opposition. I made a 
presentation to the County Commission arguing why this matter is not 
compatible to the area, high-density (620 homes on 155 acres on CR 12 
S near CR 65) as well as other issues like wetlands and lack of sewer ca-
pacity. This matter was heard and denied unanimously by the Baldwin 
County Commission, Skip Gruber, Matt McKenzie, and Billie Jo Under-
wood. Commissioner Ball was not in attendance.  
This is the type of case that is at the heart of our overdevelopment is-
sues and we must keep fighting it. I hope you will fight along with me in 
determining what your community looks like. 
Planning & Zoning updates in the Lillian vicinity: Baldwin County 
Planning & Zoning Commission meeting March 5, 2026. I formally re-
quested a 180-day moratorium on all solar farms and data centers. On 
March 10 I wrote to our County Commissioners via the County Adminis-
trator, Roger Rendleman. I have not heard back from any Commissioner 
except Matt McKenzie as of March 18, 2026. This is currently in the 
hands of the Alabama legislature as well as a zoning request has been 
initiated by Stockton with the Baldwin County Planning and Zoning De-
partment. 
March 5: CPD25-03/SV25-24, Lillian Boat Storage (County Road 99): The subject property is 
located south of County Road 99 and west of 7th Street in the Lillian community. The applicant is 
requesting Commission Plan Development approval for a commercial development consisting of 
100 open boat/RV storage units. The subject property is approximately Ñ3.62 acres and is zoned B-
3, General Business District. No wetland impacts are proposed as part of this project. A variance 
from the usable open space requirements of Section 6.1.4 of the Subdivision Regulations has been 
requested, as this is a commercial use. The request meets the requirements of the Baldwin County 
Subdivision Regulations and Zoning Ordinance. Approved March 5 by the Baldwin County Com-

mission. 

In Progress:  I am currently working on 
The Peninsula neighborhood exit onto Hwy 
180 in Ft. Morgan/Gulf Shores. ALDOT 
representative, Jason Shaw, tells me that he 
personally went to the location upon my 
request. A review of this matter is being 
done by the Alabama Department of Transportation and a traffic study by Gulf 
Shores. It will be a lengthy process. I still am promoting RSF-1.5, 2 homes per acre, 
not 3. I am helping out with a food pantry in Bon Secour for those in need. 
Follow me on Facebook Letôs Keep It Country. I am adding to my platform ad-
vocating for more funding for the Sheriffôs Department and Stop Solar in Baldwin. 
Letôs keep Baldwin County from being bulldozed by overdevelopment!  
All the best, Tracey Gambill. Stay tuned for updates on Facebook LETôS KEEP 
IT COUNTRY and LETSKEEPITCOUNTRY.COM or call 251-216-2012 
YOUR OPINION MATTERS 
Contact PLANNING@BALDWINCOAL.GOV, 251-580-1655 for questions or 
to show support or opposition regarding upcoming zoning and subdivision cases. 
Planning Commission meetings are the first Thursdays of each month at 4 PM at 
the Baldwin County Central Annex, 22251 Palmer St., Robertsdale AL 36567.  
Rezoning cases are heard by the County Commissioners  on the third Tuesdays of 
the month at 9 AM Working Session, 10 AM Regular Meeting, at the Baldwin 
County Fairhope Satellite Courthouse, Commission Meeting Chambers - 2nd 
Floor, 1100 Fairhope Ave., Fairhope AL 36532. Please attend meetings when pos-
sible. Please email me with questions or comments at 
TRACEY@LETSKEEPITCOUNTRY.COM 

 

mailto:PLANNING@BALDWINCOAL.GOV
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While older generations worry about having enough money for retirement, 
many Gen Z workers arenôt even starting to save. Research in 2025 by Edward 
Jones and Morning Consult shows that nearly half havenôt begun setting mon-
ey aside for their golden years, and only 22% are contributing to a workplace 
retirement plan. 
The culprit is a perfect storm of financial pressures that can make saving for 

the future feel impossible. 
One of the biggest challenges this generation faces is debt. High-interest 

credit card balances and persistent student loan payments leave many feeling 
theyôre just trying to stay afloat, rather than planning decades ahead. 
The cost of living doesnôt help either. Nearly 60% of Gen Z renters are con-

sidered ñrent-burdened,ò spending more than 30% of their pre-tax income on 
rent, according to a StreetEasy analysis of U.S. Census Bureau data. Rising 
prices driven by inflation and tariffs squeeze budgets further, moving retire-
ment savings down the priority list. 
The nature of work has also changed. Gen Z is more likely than previous generations 

to hold gig jobs, contract positions or other flexible work arrangements that often donôt 
include employer retirement plans, according to Pew Research. Even when plans are 
available, only 22% participate. Feeling overwhelmed by jargon, confused by investment 
choices or focusing only on todayôs experiences and technology can all delay participa-
tion. These early gaps may lead to catch-up needs later in life. 
Unfortunately, Gen Z has little faith in the retirement safety net. Only about a third of 

Gen Z-ers say they believe Social Security will still exist when they retire, according to the 
latest information from the CATO Institute. 
Fortunately, there are steps Gen Z can take now to get their retirement savings off to a 

good start: 
Start small: Even a few dollars per paycheck builds a savings habit and gets com-

pounding interest working in their favor. Early 
momentum matters more than starting big. 
Let compounding do its work: Small, 

consistent contributions can grow dramatically 
over time, especially when they have decades 
to accumulate. 
Use a workplace retirement account: For 

anyone with access to a plan, enroll and con-
tribute at least enough to receive any employer 
match. Itôs one of the few forms of ñfree mon-
eyò available. 
Open an IRA: If no plan is available 

through work, take charge by opening an indi-
vidual retirement account (IRA). 
Simplify investing: If the choices feel con-

fusing, consider options such as a target date 
fund, which reduces complexity and helps keep you properly invested without needing 
expert advice. 
Use found money: Direct tax refunds, bonuses or gig income into retirement savings 

to boost progress without straining the monthly budget. 
Automate contributions: Automatic transfers make saving effortless. Review this 

annually and increase contributions as income grows. 
Build confidence: If investing feels overwhelming, look for quick financial education 

resources from an employer, plan provider or reputable nonprofit organization. Even a 
little knowledge can make decisions easier. 
The path to retirement doesnôt require perfection ð just progress. Building consisten-

cy early helps create choices, security and financial breathing room later in life. 

Financial 

Focus 
By Jason Kozon 

of Edward Jones 

Financial 

Focus 
By Chantz  

Blackmon  

Risks Threatening Gen Zôs Retirement and How to Tackle them  

The Lillian 

News 

PO  
BOX 1088, 
Lillian AL 

Call Julie at  

703-217-2874 

to place your ad                      

in The Lillian! 



CLASSIFIED ADS 
Advertise here for just $15 a month 

for up to 40 words. Discounts offered for 

ads that run 3, 6 or 12 months. Must ad-

here to our classified ad format and does 

not include photos. Call Julie McManus 

at 703-217-2874. 

SERVICES 
LOCAL PET CARETAKER: Perdido Pets is 

your hometown and reliable choice for your 

petõs care! Call Lee for rates and quotes 

901-568-6491.  

ñññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ- 

 

 CHIT CHAT 
Chit Chat is a column for you. Take 

this opportunity to brag a little, share a 
little, and have fun with a wide variety of 
events like birthdays, anniversaries, va-
cations, grandchildren and family visits. 
Happy birthday wishes in April go out 

to Katie McNeill, Jean Miller, Ron 
Parks, Dolores Price, Agnes Humble, 
Linda Aycock, Don Dieterman, Judy 
Broz, Judy Covert, Bob Kupferes, 

Jeanne Keenan, Bill Duncan, Bernard 
Essip, Jack Bateman, Eldon Bass, Lila 
Sellers, Pat Morris, Bill Castella, Patricia 
Henderson, Marion Schillinger, Hadley 
Verret, Chuck Canaday, Cliff Yuettner, 
Johanna Martin, Teresyta Rybarski, 
Wes David Verret, Chloe Pitard and 
Carter Pitard 
Celebrating wedding anniversaries in 

April are Jim and Carol Peale 1962, 

John and Jamie Pugh 2006, Carl and 
Bobbie Benoit 2007, Bill and Linda Sepac 
2007.  
If you would like to add or delete in-

formation from the Chit Chat column, 
please email lillianeditor@yahoo.com, 
mail it to The Lillian, P.O. Box 1088, 
Lillian, 36549 or place a note in our fold-
er at Lillian Perdido Bay Library.  
Deadline for the May issue is April 22. 
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OBITUARIES 

Milton Louis Christ, 96, a resident of  Lillian,  
enjoyed camping and spending time with family 
and friends, particularly summers in northern 
Michigan at Cedar Shores and winters in Lillian 
Alabama.  
While in Lillian, Alabama, he cherished visiting 

with a close group of friends at the local gas station. 
Milton is survived by his loving wife of 63 years, 

Virginia Christ; his sons, Milton Christ and Charles 
Christ; eight grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren. 
     He was preceded in death by his son, Patrick Christ; his parents, 
Charles Christ and Melinda (Schmid) Christ; his brothers, Charles 
Christ, Robert Christ, and Donald Christ; and his sisters, Dorothy Christ 
and Margaret Garvey. 
     A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date. Expressions of con-
dolence for the family may be made at www.hughesfh.com. Hughes Fu-
neral Home, 26209 Pollard Road, Daphne, AL, is assisting the family. 
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Mrs. Jocelyn Claire óJocyô McCoy, 92, Led Creation of Lillian Library  

Gerald William Carpen-
ter (Jerry), 92, a longtime 
resident of Lillian, Alabama, 
passed away peacefully on 
December 21, 2025, in Pen-
sacola, Florida. He was born 
on Dec. 6, 1933, in Pensaco-
la, the city where his life be-
gan and where it came to a 
close. Gerald served four years in the United States Air Force during the Korean 
War. His military service reflected a strong sense of duty and responsibility, quali-
ties that defined him throughout his life. After completing his service, he contin-
ued that commitment in civilian life, working for 32 years in Civil Service at the 
Pensacola Naval Air Station.  
He believed in steady work, showing up every day, and doing things the right 

way. 
     Gerald was a solid, hardworking man who took pride in providing for his fam-
ily. He was a devoted husband and father whose strength, consistency, and quiet 
guidance left a lasting impression. He was married to Patricia ñPatò Carpenter, 
who passed away ten days after him. Together they built a life rooted in family, 
perseverance, and mutual devotion. 
He is survived by his children Drew Carpenter and wife Esti, Mark Carpenter 

and wife Cherie, Sherry Carpenter-Schroeder, and Debbie Carpenter, as well as 
eight grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his son Scott Carpenter. 
     Gerald will be remembered for his integrity, his work ethic, and the steady love 
he showed his family throughout his life. 

Mrs. Jocelyn Claire "Jocy" 
McCoy (n®e Wretzky), age 92, 
passed away peacefully on Febru-
ary 25, 2026, in Fort Wayne, Indi-
ana. Born on November 23, 1933, 
in Chicago, Illinois, she lived a life 
dedicated to education, family, and 
community. 
Jocelyn graduated from George 

Rogers Clark High School in 
Gary, Indiana, in 1951. She pur-
sued higher education at Indiana 
University Bloomington and Indi-
ana University Northwest in Gary, 
Indiana. Her passion for learning 
and teaching shaped her lifelong 
career as an educator. Jocelyn 
worked as a paraprofessional 
teacher's aide within the school 
system and also served as a private 
tutor for many students in North-
west Indiana. She was known for 
her personalized lesson plans and 
one-on-one approach to helping 
students succeed academically. 
After relocating to Alabama in the 

late 1980s, she continued her work 
as a paraprofessional teacher's aide 
in Alabama schools. 
Jocelynôs dedication to educa-

tion extended beyond the class-
room. In the 1990s, she spearhead-
ed the creation of a library in Lilli-
an, Alabama, demonstrating her 
commitment to fostering literacy 
and learning within her communi-
ty. Her love for children and belief 
in the power of education were 
central themes throughout her life. 
A devoted mother and grand-

mother, Jocelyn is survived by her 
four children: Jim McCoy (Maria 
Muskus McCoy), Holly Shepperd 
(the late Steve Shepperd), 
Michelle Newbeck (Jim), and 
Nancy Leslie (Mark). She was a 
proud grandmother to six grand-
children: Aaron (Tiffany) McCoy, 
Stefanie (Matt) Fliter, Denise Roz-
nowski, James (Keely) Newbeck, 
Samantha Newbeck, and Karolla 
Breda; and cherished great-

grandmother to eight great-
grandchildren: Jaxon, Beckett, 
Elan, Lianna, Andrew, Addison, 
Aurora, and Penelope. 
Jocelyn is survived by her sister, 

Marci Hayes (Richard Issacs). She 
was preceded in death by her cher-
ished husband of more than 65 years, 
Richard Harry McCoy, who died in 
2020, as well as her brother Jerry 
Wretzky, who passed away in 2024. 
In addition to her professional 

accomplishments and family devo-
tion, Jocelyn found joy in simple 
pleasures such as reading and knit-
ting. Her warm smile and kind 
words left a lasting impression on 
everyone she met. She was an ex-
emplary role model who always 
sought to inspire those around her 
with positivity and grace. Remark-
ably resilient and resourceful, 
Jocelyn raised four children with-
out obtaining a driverôs license 
until 1979 ð a testament to her 
determination and adaptability. 
Donations can be made to the 

Lillian Perdido Bay Library, PO 
Box 237, Lillian, AL, 36549 

 

Jocelynôs legacy is one of love for 
learning and unwavering support for 
those around her. May her memory 
bring comfort to all who knew her. 

Gerald William óJerryô Carpenter,  
92,  Longtime Resident of Lillian 

Milton Louis Christ, 96, a Lillian 
Snowbird, Migrating From the UP 

DEATH NOTICES 

 

Steven Dewitt Joiner 
Age 68, a resident of  Lillian, Alabama, passed away Friday, March 6, 2026. 

A private memorial will be held at a later time. 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/local/alabama/lillian
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/local/alabama/daphne


 

Lillian Safety  
 

Statistics 

 
71-year-old woman has seizure and is unconscious 

Medical Emergency 
3/16/2026 07:10 PM 
Randolph Dr, Lillian, AL 36549 
 
78-year-old man with chest pain and possible heart attack 

Medical Emergency 
3/16/2026 06:26 AM 
Pensacola Dr, Lillian, AL 36549 
 
Boater in distress near Boykin Boulevard 

Missing Person 
3/15/2026 09:04 PM 
Boykin Blvd, Lillian, AL 36549 
 
Boat taking on water near Perdido River 

Marine Distress 
3/15/2026 08:19 PM 
Boykin Blvd, Lillian, AL 36549 
 
Person fallen on Central street in Lillian, Alabama 

Medical Emergency 
3/14/2026 09:21 PM 
Lillian, AL 36549 
 
Female threatens self-harm at home in Lillian 

Medical Emergency 
3/14/2026 09:13 PM 
Rico Dr, Lillian, AL 36549 
 
Elderly woman falls down stairs, hits head, conscious 

Medical Emergency 
3/14/2026 11:23 AM 
Faircloth Rd, Lillian, AL 36549 

 
Residential smoke alarm near 5th Street and Barclay Avenue 

Fire & Arson 
3/12/2026 05:26 PM 
5th St, Lillian, AL 36549 
 
93-year-old man injured in fall at Chevron station 

Medical Emergency 
3/12/2026 10:35 AM 
US-98, Lillian, AL 36549 
 
Two-vehicle crash blocking US Highway 98 

Traffic 
3/11/2026 09:33 AM 
US-98, Lillian, AL 36549 
Lift assist for a 66-year-old male after fall 

Medical Emergency 
3/10/2026 02:31 PM 
US -98, Lillian, AL 36549 
 
80-year-old man falls at home with minor bleeding 

Medical Emergency 
3/10/2026 09:20 AM 
Suavez Dr, Lillian, AL 36549 
 
 
Elderly man falls from wheelchair with possible tailbone injury 
Medical Emergency 
3/10/2026 08:05 AM 
Condon Rd, Lillian, AL 36549 
 
Person reported chest pain at Randolph Avenue address 

Medical Emergency 
3/9/2026 05:50 AM 
Randolph Dr, Lillian, AL 36549 
 
Person requires lift assist at home in Lillian, Alabama 

Medical Emergency 
3/7/2026 07:32 PM 
Spanish Cove Dr N, Lillian, AL 36549 
 
Residential fire alarm at Vista Delmar Drive home 
Fire & Arson 
3/7/2026 06:44 AM 
Vista Delmar Dr, Lillian, AL 36549 
 
Man with COPD has difficulty breathing at Spanish Cove Dr 

Medical Emergency 
3/6/2026 01:08 PM 
Spanish Cove Dr N, Lillian, AL 36549 
 

Assault 
3/3/2026 10:19 AM 
US-98, Lillian, AL 36549 
 
Elderly woman with pain and breathing trouble after fall 

Medical Emergency 
3/3/2026 07:22 AM 
Maria Ln, Lillian, AL 36549 
Cat stuck in tree at Sunset Drive  
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LOCAL BLOTTER & SERVICE CALLS 

processed, released on a signature bond and giv-
en a new court date.  
*Court will be held on APRIL 13, 2026 at 

2:00pm. You can also show up by 1:00pm for 
check-in and then appear before the Judge on 
your charges that day with the warrants being 
recalled without having to be processed.  
*If you have original warrants for any other charges, you will be taken to 

Foley Jail for processing, given a court date with bond stipulations and re-
leased.  
You can contact the Elberta Police Department at 251.986.5300 or the  

Elberta Municipal Court at 251.986.5995. 

(AMNESTY FROM PAGE 1) 

https://www.uscrimeradar.com/lillian-al/25906_1773178265_viotgjkx-lift-assist-for-a-66-year-old-male-after-fall
https://www.uscrimeradar.com/lillian-al/25906_1773336950_tsevofqr-93-year-old-man-injured-in-fall-at-chevron-station
https://www.uscrimeradar.com/lillian-al/25906_1773336950_tsevofqr-93-year-old-man-injured-in-fall-at-chevron-station
https://www.uscrimeradar.com/lillian-al/25906_1773336950_tsevofqr-93-year-old-man-injured-in-fall-at-chevron-station
https://www.uscrimeradar.com/lillian-al/25906_1773336950_tsevofqr-93-year-old-man-injured-in-fall-at-chevron-station
https://www.uscrimeradar.com/lillian-al/25906_1773336950_tsevofqr-93-year-old-man-injured-in-fall-at-chevron-station
https://www.uscrimeradar.com/lillian-al/25906_1773246796_rvwttuap-two-vehicle-crash-blocking-us-highway-98
https://www.uscrimeradar.com/lillian-al/25906_1773246796_rvwttuap-two-vehicle-crash-blocking-us-highway-98
https://www.uscrimeradar.com/lillian-al/25906_1773246796_rvwttuap-two-vehicle-crash-blocking-us-highway-98
https://www.uscrimeradar.com/lillian-al/25906_1773246796_rvwttuap-two-vehicle-crash-blocking-us-highway-98
https://www.uscrimeradar.com/lillian-al/25906_1773246796_rvwttuap-two-vehicle-crash-blocking-us-highway-98
https://www.uscrimeradar.com/lillian-al/25906_1773178265_viotgjkx-lift-assist-for-a-66-year-old-male-after-fall
https://www.uscrimeradar.com/lillian-al/25906_1773178265_viotgjkx-lift-assist-for-a-66-year-old-male-after-fall
https://www.uscrimeradar.com/lillian-al/25906_1773178265_viotgjkx-lift-assist-for-a-66-year-old-male-after-fall
https://www.uscrimeradar.com/lillian-al/25906_1773178265_viotgjkx-lift-assist-for-a-66-year-old-male-after-fall
https://www.uscrimeradar.com/lillian-al/25906_1773155144_zoxbeddd-elderly-man-falls-from-wheelchair-with-possible-tailbone-injury
https://www.uscrimeradar.com/lillian-al/25906_1773155144_zoxbeddd-elderly-man-falls-from-wheelchair-with-possible-tailbone-injury
https://www.uscrimeradar.com/lillian-al/25906_1773155144_zoxbeddd-elderly-man-falls-from-wheelchair-with-possible-tailbone-injury
https://www.uscrimeradar.com/lillian-al/25906_1773155144_zoxbeddd-elderly-man-falls-from-wheelchair-with-possible-tailbone-injury
https://www.uscrimeradar.com/lillian-al/25906_1773155144_zoxbeddd-elderly-man-falls-from-wheelchair-with-possible-tailbone-injury
https://www.uscrimeradar.com/lillian-al/25906_1773060618_wkefdazj-person-reported-chest-pain-at-randolph-avenue-address
https://www.uscrimeradar.com/lillian-al/25906_1773060618_wkefdazj-person-reported-chest-pain-at-randolph-avenue-address
https://www.uscrimeradar.com/lillian-al/25906_1773060618_wkefdazj-person-reported-chest-pain-at-randolph-avenue-address
https://www.uscrimeradar.com/lillian-al/25906_1773060618_wkefdazj-person-reported-chest-pain-at-randolph-avenue-address
https://www.uscrimeradar.com/lillian-al/25906_1773060618_wkefdazj-person-reported-chest-pain-at-randolph-avenue-address
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EACH FULL MOON RISES CLOSE TO SUNSET TIME; IN APRIL ON   

DAYS 1 TO 2 LOOK 105 DEGREES EAST 

 

Celestial Events -  April 2026 from NASA, NOAA  

NOAA forecasts a near-normal 2026 Atlantic hurricane season with 23ï
30 named storms, 10ï13 hurricanes, and 4 major hurricanes. 
The 2026 Atlantic hurricane season is expected to run  

from June 1 to November 30. NOAAôs early prediction indicates
 a near-normal season, based on the 1991ï
2020 climatological baseline, with 23 to 30 named storms, 10 to 
13 hurricanes, and 4 major hurricanes (Category 3 or higher )
expected to form.  

Key Influencing Factors: 
El Ni¶o Development: A potential El Ni¶o is forecast to devel

op by summer 2026, which typically increases upper lev-
el wind  shear in the Atlantic, suppressing storm formation and i
ntensity.   
Warm Atlantic Waters: Despite El Ni¶oôs suppressive effect, above-

aver\age sea surface temperatures in the Atlantic Main Development Region  
and Caribbean may enhance storm potential.  

Summary of Expected Activity: 
¶Named Storms: 23ï30 

¶Hurricanes: 10ï13 

¶Major Hurricanes (Category 3+): 4 

April 2: Full Moon 
Aprilôs Full Moon is traditionally known as the Pink Moon. 

This Full Moon is special because it determines the date of East-
er in 2026. At the moment of the Full Moon, our natural satellite 
will be in the constellation Virgo. 

April 22: Lyridsô Peak  
The Lyridsô radiant (the point from which the meteors appear 

to emanate) is located in the constellation Lyra. 

¶Meteors per hour: Up to 18 

¶Moon illumination: 38% 
Best visible from: Northern Hemisphere 
On April 22, the Lyrid meteor shower will reach its maximum 

activity. In 2026, observing conditions for the Lyrids will be fi-
ne: the waxing crescent Moon wonôt be too much of a problem. 
Itôs better to start observing the Lyrids after about 22:30 local 
time in mid-northern latitudes and after midnight in mid-
southern locations.  

A Very Good Question: 
 
 
 

How 2026 Atlantic Storm Predictions Look? 

 
 

NOAA Pitches Its Take on Hurricane Season 
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The 6th Annual Be My Valentine event to benefit 
Maryôs Shelter Gulf Coast concluded with several 
thousand dollars to help homeless pregnant women 
who choose life for their unborn child.  
Thank you to all who donated to this home that 

has been serving women for 20 years in Elberta, 
Alabama.  
Special thanks to sponsors, Joe and Kristin Ba-

bington, Bella Beach Properties, LLC, Christian 
Life The Island Church, The Community Founda-
tion of South Alabama, Cromeans Charity Founda-
tion, Dolphins Down Under, LLC, Ebert Agency, 
Inc., Judie Flanigan, Gulf Babe Wine Boutique, Ho-
ly Spirit Episcopal Church and David Karam. 
Also, Kittyôs Kafe, Inc., Knights of Columbus 

#7402, Roy Lamm, Our Lady of the Gulf Altar So-
ciety, Our Lady of the Gulf Catholic Church, Our 
Savior Catholic Church, Riviera Stoneworks, South 
Baldwin Podiatry, St. Margaret of Scotland Catholic 
Church, St. Michael the Archangel Parish and St. 
Thomas by the Sea Altar Rosary Society. 
Thank you to musician Tom Gordon, American 

Legion Post 99 in Foley, Coastal Alabama Commu-
nity College School of Culinary Arts, Joe Roszkow-
ski, all who donated items for the Live and Silent 
Auctions and those who purchased tickets for the 
event.  
Opened in 2006, Maryôs Shelter has provided 

housing for dozens of moms, their new babies and 

older children. The 24-hour facility provides a safe 
home as well as counseling to help the residents set 
goals for their future. A new program of transitional 
housing will begin soon with three homes to be built 
to house the mother and her children after leaving 
the shelter and eventually provide them with the 
means to purchase a home of their own. 
Volunteers help with transportation to doctor visits, jobs 

and classes to provide better job opportunities. Others help 
with babysitting and upkeep of the facility. Volunteer 
opportunities also are available at Gulf Coast Thrift Store 
in Elberta. For more information visit the website, 
maryssheltergulfcoast. org or call 251-986-6200. 

Supporters Annual Maryôs óBe My Valentineô Benefit a Sweeping Success 

Mom Alicia and her 
daughter Mary Elise, 
residents of Mary's 
Shelter Gulf Coast, 
were honored guests 
at the Sixth Annual 
Be My Valentine 
Event to benefit the 
home for pregnant 
homeless women.  

The Optimist Club of Perdido Bay welcomed the three finalists for the annual Essay Contest winners. 
From left are Optimist President Robin Newell, second place winner Sully Curry, first place winner 
Cadence Cardwell, third place winner Caroline Soeski and Essay Committee Chairman Tay Randall. 
Cadence has been registered in the Al/MS District Essay Contest. 

 

Three Essay Finalists 
Welcomed by  
Optimist Club of  
Perdido Bay 

From Chili Bowls to Ball Gowns 
 

Last month our community came to-
gether for the 4th Annual Lillian Fire & 
Rescue Chili Cookoff, and it was an in-
credible success. Thanks to the generosity 
and participation of our community, we 
raised $5,000! A portion of the proceeds 
will support Shriners Hospital with the 
remaining funds helping support the important work of Lillian Fire Rescue. 
This yearôs event featured 17 chili teams competing for the top spots, and we 

welcomed over 200 community members who came out to taste chili, enjoy 
the day, and support their local firefighters. Events like this remind us how spe-
cial the Lillian community truly is! 
We would like to extend a sincere thank you to our judges who helped make 

the competition possible: Board President Mike Cleaveland, Matt McKinsey 
and Tater Harris. Your time and support are greatly appreciated. 
Congratulations to all our winners this year! 1st Place: Kyle Miller with By 

the Bay Chili, 2nd Place: Daniela Wilkerson with Simmer Down Darlinô, 3rd 
Place: Alan Dykes with Sum Bit U Fishing and Peopleôs Choice Award: Curtis 
Cantrell ï Charlieôs Firehouse Chili. Every team brought amazing flavor and 
creativity, and we are grateful to everyone who competed and helped make the 
event so much fun. 
Looking ahead, we are thrilled to announce our inaugural Firefighters Ball, 

taking place Saturday, April 25 from 6ï10 p.m. This special 21 and over event 
will give our adult community members a chance to come together, dress up, 
celebrate, and continue supporting the mission of Lillian Fire & Rescue. 
Be sure to check out our Facebook page for details and ways to purchase 

tickets or email us at: lillianfireevents@gmail.com or call 251-213-8533 for 
more information. We canôt wait to celebrate with everyone and make this first 
Firefighters Ball a memorable event for our community! 

Lillian  
Volunteer 
Fire  

Department 
By Janett Siler 

 

mailto:lillianfireevents@gmail.com
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Grand Dames Celebrate St. Patrickôs Day With Lunch on Perdido Key 

The Perdido Grande Dames Red Hat ladies held their St.  
Patrickôs Day gathering at Lillianôs Pizza on Perdido Key. 
Special decorations and candy were provided by hostesses 
Sandra Jurries, Linda Stephens, and Brenda Cannon. Our 
birthday girls (in red and wearing crowns) were Mary Mar-
garet Ayres and Sandy Ivie. They received beautiful green scarfs 

for St. Patrickôs Day, sewing supplies, scented lotion, garden gnomes, 
and a mug and cannister set. Our door prizes were candles, green pot 
holders and mitts and were won by Jan Willoughby, Deb Pifer, and 
our guests: Ginger Collier and her mother, Glenda Wilkinson. We 
were happy to Nancy McKenzie as a guest with us, too. Our April 14 
gathering will be at El Patron on Navy Blvd. 
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