
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  

Thank you for your continued support of our mission to make disciples (Matthew 28) and help neighbors in 
need (Matthew 25). Many tasks of ministry have had to be done differently because of Covid-19. Through 
your prayerful support, we are able to offer in-person, live-streamed, and recorded worship each Sunday and 
holy day. We are able to offer on-line Sunday School, Confirmation, and First Holy Communion instruction. 
We continue to help our neighbors in need each month as members and friends of Augustus travel to Norris-
town and prepare over 100 pasta dinners for hungry neighbors. We continue to help those grieving the loss of a 
loved one, although in a restrained manner following Covid-19 guidelines. The daily work of ministry contin-
ues, albeit sometimes in different ways that before the pandemic.  

Last month in the list of ways we helped those in need in 2020 I omitted a ministry of the Sunday School. Each 
year our Sunday School contributes $1,000 to support a missionary in South Sudan, one of the most conflicted 
places in the world. Even the youngest of our members can make a big difference.  

As we look forward to Holy Week and Easter, I can tell you about our plans as they stand now. Of, course, 
everything is subject to change during this pandemic. 

On Palm Sunday, we will have our  normal Sunday schedule.  

On Easter Sunday, we will celebrate both services in the style of the 10:30 AM service, which means at 
least a quartet at both services and more music than is customary at the 8:00 AM service. We will also cele-
brate First Holy Communion at the 10:30 AM service on Easter Sunday.  

The services on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday will be on-line only. You will be able 
to access the recordings and bulletins by visiting our parish web site, www.augustustrappe.org.  

The Collegeville-Trappe Ministerium is offerings its Mid-Week Lenten services entirely on-
line this year . Check our  Facebook page (www.facebook.com/groups/augustustrappe) 
each Wednesday for the link to the service and bulletin.  

It is my hope that sooner rather than later we will be able to begin to return to some semblance 
of normal life. I miss seeing so many of you in-person. I pray that you remain healthy. 

We are never alone during this stressful time. Jesus walks alongside us every step of the way. 

Yours in Christ,  

Pastor Weleck 

Augustinian 
Augustus Lutheran Church  

An Historic Church for Today’s People 

Let’s Pray 
Many children first learn to pray at mealtimes and bedtimes. Use these times of structured praying to teach 
your children about prayer. Invite them to think of something for which they’re thankful, and to tell God thank 
you. Encourage them to add their own needs and concerns, and pray for others too. Later, teach them to con-
fess their sins and ask for God’s forgiveness. Children may ask questions about their faith during these struc-
tured prayer times. 

Spontaneous praying throughout a day can show children that God is available at any time to hear our prayers 
and cares about everything in our lives. They’ll learn that one can pray in many places and in many ways. One 
day your children may decide to discard the structured prayers of their childhood. But if those prayers have 
taught them how to pray, it won’t matter. They’ll know how to communicate with God without them. 
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The Collegeville-Trappe Ministerium presents their 2021 Lenten Series titled 
"Places of the Passion". Join us for this mid-week online Lenten journey as 
we travel to Bethany, the Mount of Olives, Gethsemane, the Courtyard and 

Pilate's Judgement Hall.  

Services are presented each Wednesday at 7:00 pm during Lent. Check our 
Facebook page (www.facebook.com/groups/augustustrappe) each Wednes-

day for the link to the service and bulletin.  
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Need a Prayer? 
The Augustus Prayer chain welcomes your calls with prayer requests. If you need a prayer or know some-

one in need of a prayer, please contact Carol Oelschlager at 610-489-3109.  

If no one is available to take your call, please leave a message and Carol will call you back. 

 

    MARCH 2021 
 

I realized this morning that this is the eleventh Covid-19 article I am writing.  It’s been almost a full year since 
we’ve held a regular senior choir rehearsal.  A Facebook friend commented that it feels like we’ve been in 
Lent for a whole year already, so he’s adding afternoon naps to this 40-day journey.  I admit to feeling like 
we’ve had enough of sacrifice already – time for some salvation!   

Then I found this hymn, “O God of Earth and Altar.”  The tune is not very familiar, so we don’t sing it at Au-
gustus, but the text by G.K. Chesterton (1874-1936) is profound.  There is a lot of deep angst, yet also a deep 
trust in God to make things right by purifying us, and binding us together:   

O God of earth and altar, Bow down and hear our cry. 
Our earthly rulers falter, Our people drift and die; 
The walls of gold entomb us, The swords of scorn divide, 
Take not thy thunder from us, But take away our pride. 
 
From all that terror teaches, From lies of tongue and pen, 
From all the easy speeches that comfort cruel men, 
From sale and profanation of honor and the sword, 
From sleep and from damnation, Deliver us, good lord. 
 
Tie in a living tether the prince and priest and thrall, 
Bind all our lives together, Smite us and save us all; 
In ire and exultation, Aflame with faith, and free, 
Lift up a living nation, A single sword to thee. 

This Lent, let’s use the suffering of the pandemic to reflect on the suffering of others throughout history, to 
open our eyes to those suffering around us, to come alongside others in their suffering with prayer and aid.  
And let’s praise God for his power and mercy, which can and will deliver us – even from all the dangers and 
damages of this pandemic. 

~Laurie Mueller 

P.S. – If you’d like to sing this hymn to yourself with a familiar tune, “The Church’s One Foundation” works. 

From the Bench 

Thank you! 
Dear Augustus Family, 

Thank you so much for your cards, flowers, and good wishes at the passing of my father in 
January. Thank you also to Pr. Weleck for his counsel during this time of loss. I am hon-
ored to be a part of such a caring church family. 

Karen McClain 



Christian Education 
On Transfiguration Sunday (which was also Valentine’s Day), we had 
another outdoor event for the Sunday school children.  We usually 
have an ice cream social on Transfiguration Sunday (the last Sunday 
before Lent) but this year the children picked up a pre-packaged ice 
cream treat along with a bag of goodies and activities for our next set of Zoom Sunday school lessons.  Our 
Lenten session will focus on following Jesus closely and stories about folks who followed Jesus in many dif-
ferent ways.  I am hopeful that we will be able to begin outdoor Sunday school on Palm Sunday, but we con-
tinue to monitor the decisions and practices of our local school systems to inform our own practices. 

As we approach one year of no in-person Sunday school I am thankful for the resources we have enjoyed to 
continue ministering to our youngest members.  I’m thankful for the support of Augustus’ vestry as we worked 
to find ways to continue Sunday school, including purchasing our Zoom account and giving input to make our 
events as safe as possible for our children.  This year has reinforced the words of one of the songs the Sunday 
school sang in church a couple of years ago: 

I am the Church!  You are the Church!  We are the Church together! 
All who follow Jesus, all around the world!  Yes, we are the Church together. 
The Church is not a building, the Church is not a steeple,  
The Church is not a resting place, the Church is a people!  

© Copyright 1972 by Richard K. Avery and Donald S. Marsh. 

We love our beautiful building but the building is not the Church.  God’s people, being the hands and feet of 
Christ in the world, is the Church.  Even when we can’t be together in person, we can still be the Church! 

Grace & peace, 

Sonya Sowards 
Director of Christian Education 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 Samantha Bouche 
David Garton 

Ali Bauder 
Brianna Dubeck 

Bradley Robinson 
Jeremy Wentworth 

Tony Demark 
Robert Price 

Stephen Hess 
Betsy Lewis 
Chris Pearson 

Elizabeth Massare 
John Schatz 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Kirsten Pearson 
Nicole Sellman 
Susan Snow 
Wendy Weaver 

Violet Cecceanni 
Thomas Lyaro 

Warren Weleck Michael McCrea James Bubeck 
Christopher DeCarlo 
Chris Dogonniuck 
Cole Leigl 
Jennifer Niskala 

Richard Atherholt 
Shane Elison 

Michael Beattie 
Shayna King 
Juanita Wagner 
Lora Wentworth 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

Patrick North 
Beth Williams 

Matthew McCloskey 
Liam Noonan 
Griffin Schmitt 
Karl Stefan 

Samuel Giraldi 
Jill Hynes 
John Moorehead 
Emma Trauger 

Bob Rodenberger Brayden McCrea 
James Watro 
John Wentworth 

 Alex Kuklentz 
Olivia Kuklentz 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

Ed Funk 
Roland Olsen 

Leo Hunsberger 
Olivia Shaffer 
Jackson Wagenseller 

Jennifer Gabel 
Stephen Hynes 
Tessa Tucker 

Hannah Brown Eric Bowe 
Kevin Whitman 

Renata Markert Zach Halteman 
Ryan Pearson 
Justin Schlegel 

28 29 30 31    

Andrea Halteman Greyson Borthwick 
Tracey Richvalsky 
Lea Robinson 
Guy Van Alstine 
Michael Wentworth 

Debbie Interrante 
Sally Lorah 
Diane Mills 

    

March Birthdays 
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Crafting a Covenant 
In Luke 22:19-20 Jesus renews God’s covenant in the Last Supper. God promised to send a Savior, Jesus 
Christ, to bring eternal life to all who believe in him. The butterfly, the cross, and the fish are some of the 
symbols which represent God’s covenant, or promise, to his people. 

The butterfly is a symbol of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead and Jesus’ promise of new life to believers. As a 
reminder of this covenant, cut out butterfly shapes from cellulose sponges. Sprinkle the sponges with water 
and grass seed and set them in the sunlight until the grass seed sprouts (1-2 weeks). 

Make butterfly cards to share with others the good news of Jesus’ resurrection. Butterflies emerging from their 
cocoons are a symbol of new life reminding us of Jesus emerging from the tomb at Easter. To form the butter-
fly’s body, trace around each person’s feet as he or she stands on a piece of construction paper. Add chenille 
wire antennae and decorate the butterfly’s body. On the card write: “Jesus brings new life!” 

The empty cross also represents Jesus’ resurrection. Use a permanent marker to draw a cross on an aluminum 
pie plate. Place the tin on a block of wood. With a blunt nail and hammer, gently pound small indentations in 
the cross shape, taking care that the nail does not go through the pie tin. Paint the rim of the tin to frame the 
design. Use acrylic paint or liquid tempera mixed with equal parts of white glue. Punch a hole in the top of the 
rim for hanging. 

The fish was an important symbol for early Christians who were being persecuted for their faith in Jesus. 
When they met one another in public, one person would draw half a circle in the dirt. If the other person fin-
ished the outline of a fish, they both knew that the other was a Christian. The fish symbol was also placed on 
homes and caves to show Christians where worship services were held. Create a “stained glass” fish symbol. 
Arrange small pieces of tissue paper over a piece of waxed paper. Cover the waxed paper and tissue with an-
other piece of waxed paper and then a sheet of plain paper. Iron the stack of papers until the waxed paper seals 
together. Cut a fish-shaped outline from black construction paper. Glue it over the “stained glass” waxed pa-
per, trim it, and hang it in a window. 

Cut out construction paper cross, butterfly, and fish symbols of promise. Thank God for each one as 
you tape them to a “Symbol Tree” (Either tape a leafless tree branch on the refrigerator or 
put it in a coffee can and anchor it with sand. 

From Family Newsletters on Disk, copyright 1995 Augsburg Fortress. 



 
 
 

2021 Easter Flowers 
Flowers can now be ordered for Easter! 

 
Please include payment with your order. 

Make checks payable to: Augustus Flower Fund 
 

Orders can be left in the church office, or mailed to: 
Karen Lachenmayer 

412 Dartmoor Road, Schwenksville, PA 19473 

Phone:  610-715-4850 E-Mail: karenlachenmayer@gmail.com 

ORDER DEADLINE: March 21, 2021 
 

 

Name:   

  (Please Print) 

QTY 

Lily   @ $14.00 =     

Daffodil   @ $9.50 =     

Tulip   @ $5.50 =     

    Order Total     

            

Check One:       

I will take my flowers AFTER the Easter Service   

Please distribute my flowers to others   

  

I would like the bulletin acknowledgement to read:  
(PLEASE PRINT) 
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Dear Augustus Lutheran Church, 
We send greetings once again from Tanzania, as we stand in surrounding storms! For 
those who have suffered through this pandemic with illness, economic uncertainty, and 
loss of loved ones, we pray for grace and peace in the midst of sorrow and uncertainty. 

It seems there is no place untouched by the pandemic. The reach of this virus is wide. Tanzania has 
decided to take a different road than other nations and no numbers have been released since the 
end of last April. Likewise, the Minister of Health is advising local Tanzanians to use local herbs, 
steam inhalation, and a tonic from Madagascar. The president has said that God delivered Tanzania 
from COVID, and has warned people not to trust the vaccine.  Tanzania has opted out of plans to 
vaccinate against COVID. You can find this information and more if you search the news, both from 
within Tanzania and internationally. 

As a family, we are still taking precautions and not gathering socially except in small numbers and 
always outside. In the hospital, masks are still worn, but in the general public, there is seldom a 
mask to be found. We follow studies, suggesting that our antibodies from our past infection (July 
2020) may still offer us some degree of protection, but we also live with uncertainty and the 
knowledge of a new South African variant that appears to be spreading on this continent. 

With all the unknown, we are doing our best to continue caring for the children and families that are 
before us daily. There is a call upon all of us in these days of uncertainty and political change to offer 
kindness at every turn. To love each person, to work to understand the "other" who is not like us. 
Romans 12 calls us to respond to each other in this way: "...show kindness gladly, don't pretend to 
love others, really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to what is good...Be patient in trouble, 
and keep on praying." It's a challenge for all of us- to live this out at home, in the community, and at 
work.   
 
Sabina 
I met this mother shortly after she gave birth at our hospi-
tal.  Her little girl was born at 28 weeks gestation (12 weeks 
premature), weighing only 1.06 kg (2 lbs - 5 oz).  She quiet-
ly told me that she had lost all 5 previous pregnancies due 
to preterm labor. This was her first living baby from 6 preg-
nancies.  Her husband had taken her to 3 different cities 
and 5 different hospitals, in the hopes that at least one hos-
pital could give them a child. 
 
This has been our experience as we teach neonatology and 
accept referrals from other hospitals.  Most preterm deliver-
ies, especially when less than 1.5 kg (3.3 pounds), very rarely survive. 
We are changing that story, and our overall NICU survival rates exceeds 93%. 
Today, Sabina's daughter is 60 days old and nearing hospital discharge (once her breastfeeding 
stamina improves).  Her picture below was taken last week in our Kangaroo Mother Care Unit 
(KMC).  Sabina's father told me, "I only wish I had known about your NICU before.  My family would 
have been complete."  
 

In 2020, our NICU continued to grow: 

326 babies 45% premature 93% survival rate* 15+ Tanzanian hospitals referred babies to us 

~25% of all babies received free care 100% of all babies receive subsidized care 

No ventilators Using appropriate technology 22 beds 

Critically-ill babies can survive with proper training, equipment, motivation and support. 

Your financial support makes the difference. 
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Kids' Corner 
Some BIG news? We are now semi-empty nesters! A strange new world for 
us. 

Hannah is back in her college dorm at St. Olaf and starts classes next week. 
We were glad she was able to be with us for Christmas and an extra month 
as her college went online for January term. This meant Steve had his run-
ning partner back in town, and me, my cooking partner! We miss her but are 
glad she is able to continue her schooling in the midst of this changing 
world. 

Caedmon and Indya have started in-person classes at Rift Valley Academy 
in Kenya. The school is taking careful precautions against the virus so it 
changes the way school is done, but they have adjusted well. We are so 
grateful that it has been a smooth transition, and they are far too busy hav-
ing fun to call us very often! We certainly miss them in the home, but we are happy that they are 
happy. Outside of the academics, Indya spends hours socializing with all the new kids while Caed-
mon is exploring the nearby forest with new friends. There are so many challenges with travel and 
schooling in this time of C-19, so we won't be seeing them until the end of March when they have a 
one month leave from school. Keep them in your prayers.  

Once again, we are grateful for your interest and support, and present a few requests for you to 
keep in your prayers: 

 Thankful for Steve's resident permit, finally in hand! 

 Process of acquiring work and resident permit for Jodi 

 Patience and kindness to be our response to ongoing challenges of working in a culture differ-
ent from ours, including different approaches to the pandemic. 

 Health and well-being for all 3 children in their schools/college (we finally got to the root of 
some of Indya's eye issues as she was diagnosed while we were in the states with dry eye due 
to the loss of her sensory nerve to her R eye during her facial palsy 4 1/2 years ago. We are 
thankful to know what we are dealing with and ask that you keep this specific prayer in mind as 
you think of us.) 

 God's wisdom and strength to the doctors and nurses working here in ALMC and Selian and 
other health facilities in Tanzania in these challenging times. 

May God, who gives us his peace, be with you, 

Jodi and Steve Swanson  

We are supported through the gifts of churches with the ELCA. Churches and individuals can donate 
to our support through the ELCA:  

elca.org/missionarygiving 

find our names under the drop down tab, Designation: ELCA Missionary Sponsorship  Information 
regarding tax-deductible contributions for pediatric work can be found at:   

www.tanzanianchildren.org   

All funds are received through Global Health Ministries (GHM), and directed in entirety towards clini-
cal pediatric training of doctors and nurses in Tanzania, care of babies in the neonatal intensive care 
unit (NICU), medications, bed fees and food for malnourished children.  

Donations inside and outside USA can also be received through:  www.tanzanianchildren.com 

Your support makes this work possible!  GHM will send you a tax deductible receipt.  

Our mailing address is:  Steve and Jodi Swanson, c/o Michael Swanson, 16608 Early Dawn 
Trail, Lakeville, MN  55044 

https://wordpress.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bd859ac972f546e6319127373&id=ac7680754f&e=a072fa8a62
https://wordpress.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bd859ac972f546e6319127373&id=b7c08ccb0f&e=a072fa8a62
https://wordpress.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bd859ac972f546e6319127373&id=42b58e4305&e=a072fa8a62
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