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In Reply Refer To:
FWS/EHC/BSP

Subject: Fish and Wildlife Sexvice Resporsibility in Swampbuster .
Inplementation

The Fish and Wildlife Sexrvice (Service) by virtue of the Food Security Act
of msmmwotmianmmﬁm has both the
opportunity and the responsibility to participate, th. fullest extent
possible, in Swampbuster implemantation activities. It is important that
the Service offer the greatest possible technical support to agencies of

the Department of Agriculture as they procsed with field implemantation
efforts.

Serious questions regarding the effectivensss of Swampbuster implementation
efforts comtinue to surface. For the Servioce to be in the bast possible
puxtxmhtupaﬂtoanygutimﬂtintnlydimtn 1t, daubu-d
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1. What consultation cpportunities are actually available to Sexvice field
persannel? Is Sexrvice participstion making a difference? How should
it bs improved?

2. Is wetland corversion for agricultiral purposes a contimiing preblem?
To what axtent has Swaspbuster affected the conversion of wetlands?

3. How meny potential violations have been cbserved and reported by Sexrvice
personnel? What has bean the response of the Agricultural Stabilization
and Conservation Service to these reported activities? Is the response
adequate? Attached is a form baing utilized by Region 3 to report
cbserved wetland modifications. Each Region should utilize this or
something similar.
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4. What would be the impact of an eamption from Swespbustar protection
of Type 1 Wstland, both in terms of acres and lost wetland values?

5. If a minimal effect determination weare routinely granted o conversions
affecting watlard of less than one-quartar acre, what would bs the
impact, both in tarsms of acres and wetland valuss.
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Locstion Map:

Scale:
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Dste of Observation: Observer:

Observer Addrcll:'

ce: U.S. FPish & Wildlife Service Agriculture Prograa Coordinstor for
(Stltl) . "




