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How to reach us…. 

 

Church Office 

507-235-5382 

Hours: Tuesday—Friday 

9:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

 

E-mail 

uccsecretary319@gmail.com 

 

Web Site Address 

www.fairmontucc.org 

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 

Fairmont, Minnesota 

First Congregational UCC 

319 Downtown Plaza 

Fairmont, MN  56031 

WHEELCHAIR  

ACCESSIBLE 

       Rev. Cory Germain 

      Office Hours: 

  Tuesday  9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

  Wednesday 12:30 p.m. through                  

  evening meetings & activities 

  Thursday 9:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

  Friday   9:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

  Rev. Cory’s phone: 507-399-8282 

Worship Hours 

Worship 10:00 

Sunday school 10:00 

Communion the second 

     Sunday of every month.   



May 2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
5:30  Mission Bd          

6:00 Worship Bd 

7:00 Choir 

2 
1:00 TOPS (Ch) 

3 4 
2:00 Spring       

Highway Cleaning 
Backup Date 

5 
10:00 Worship/

Sunday School 

6 7 
10:00 Lakeview 

Communion 

 

7:00 Facilities 

Board 

8 

 
5:30 Diaconate Bd 

5:45 CE Bd 

7:00 Choir 

9Ascension  
     Day 
 

1:00 TOPS (Ch) 

 

5:30 Hospitality 

Bd 

10 11 
7:30-3:30 First 

Aid & CPR 

training (HH) 

 

12Mother’s  
      Day                  
 

10:00 Worship/

Sunday School 

Communion 

13 
9:00 Council    

agenda items 

due 

14 

 
 

 

15 
 

 

5:45 Church 

Council 

7:00 Choir 

16 
1:00 TOPS (Ch) 

17 
9:00 June  

newsletter 

items due 

18 
 

 

 

 

 

19Pentecost/ 
Senior  
Recognition 
 
10:00 Worship/Last 

Day of Sunday 

school 

11:15 Adult Sunday 

school (FS) 

Wear RED! 

20 21 
10:00 Goldfinch 

Communion 

22 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Choir 

23 
1:00 TOPS (Ch) 

24 
9:00 June  

Newsletter 

items due 

25 
AM HH      

reserved-baby 

shower 

 

PM  Sanctuary 

reserved-

wedding 

26 
10:00 Worship 

Blessing box    

27Memorial  
      Day 

28 29 
 

 

 

5:30 Free  

Community Meal  

7:00 Choir 

30 
9:30 Bible Study 

11:00 Newsletter 

assembly 

1:00 TOPS (Ch) 

 

31  

———-Meals on Wheels delivery——— 

-———-—————Meals on Wheels delivery————————

———-Meals on Wheels delivery——— 



 



FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC 

FAIRMONT, MN 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES FOR 4-17-2024 

 

 

Members Present: Abigail Anderson, Amber Brummond, Kay Campe, Amanda Forstrom, Christina Hainy, 
Cindy Huset, Dave Huset, Catherine Johnson, Jane Kotewa, Larry Lasch, Abby Shoen, and Wendy Ziemer.  
Ex-officio members present: Pastor Cory, Dara Bliesmer. Guests: Confirmands-Sophia Brummond, Blakely 
Weber, and Ella Ziemer (absent). 

The Council met in Heritage Hall at 6:00 PM. Moderator Kay Campe called the meeting to order, and Pastor 
Cory led in prayer. The confirmands were introduced, and we took a moment to “celebrate generosity” for the 
confirmands and their faith journey. 

Motion to approve the minutes from the meeting on March 20, 2024 was M/S/C (Larry Lasch/Abigail          
Anderson). 

Treasurer’s Report: Catherine Johnson reported that our spending is very close to our budget in all areas. A 
motion to receive the treasurer’s report was M/S/C (Abigail Anderson/Christina Hainy). 

Finance: The facilities board will keep track of vendors’ contracts except for assistant treasurer. The at large 
member, treasurer and moderator will meet to look at the vendor: assistant treasurer’s contract. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Cory has been keeping busy in the community with Legion Honor Guard and a     
Student Government Day presentation at the Legion.  

BOARD REPORTS: 
 Christian Education: Abby Shoen reported that there is confirmation for three confirmands on April 
28th. We also have two high school seniors this year. Sunday, May 19th is the last day of Sunday school. Camp 
dates were also discussed. 

Hospitality:  Wendy Ziemer said they reviewed the Facility and Property Use document and discussed 
the Pie Social. 
 Facilities: Larry Lasch reported that they discussed the Facility and Property Use document and that 
they will cancel service with Plunkett’s. We need to purchase a vacuum and find someone to mow with the 
lawn mower stored at church. An updated rate change was submitted by cleaners.  
 Diaconate: Dave Huset had nothing to add to their board minutes. 

Mission: Amanda Forstrom said the Spring Highway Cleaning is coming up and that Meals on Wheels 
will be delivered May 1-15. We donated 101 lb. of food to MN FoodShare. 
 Worship: Cindy Huset said that for the upcoming pulpit supply they are looking for a praise group. 
Also, ushers will encourage the acolytes to wear robes.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS: We are still looking for a Vice Moderator. 

OLD BUSINESS: Discussed doing congregational work evaluations by each board, advertising the free pian-
os on Facebook, getting a photo/description in for each board of the month, and editing the Facility and     
Property Use document. Talked briefly about the MN Conference UCC Annual Meeting and the IHD and Car 
Show on June 8. 

NEW BUSINESS: Our website is down due to an expired domain name. We are working on fixing this. First 
aid and CPR training will be on Saturday, May 11th. Future council meetings will take place at 5:45 PM.  

Moderator Kay Campe adjourned the meeting. Pastor Cory closed with a prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Christina Hainy, Clerk 



Celebrating Generosity  

There’s always a way to share your generosity with your church family – join us in Celebrating the Generosity shown to our 

Church Family and our community in the last month . . . and the month to come. 

• Sunday School  

• Nomads 

• Bible Study 

• All Church Breakfast 

• Christian Education 

Free 

Community Meal 

• Hospitality Board Free 

Community Meal 

• Goldfinch 

Communion 

• Newsletter & helpers 

• Readers, Ushers, Greeters 

• Acolytes 

• Church Service Broadcasts 

• Gorgeous Altar Flowers  

• Special Music  

• Prayer Chain 

• HyVee & Fareway Receipts 

• Free Little Pantry 

• Confirmation – 3 wonderful young ladies 

• Confirmation Celebration for all 

• Highway Cleanup  

• Beautiful Music 

• Meals on Wheels Food Delivery 

• Five for Five Offering – Strengthen the Church 

• Visitations 

• Memorials 

• Lawn Care 

• Cleaning 

• First Aid/AED training 

• Starfish Aid 

• Counseling 

• Finance 

• Board 

Members 

• Choir 

• Staff 

• Children  

• Visitors 

• Musicians 

• Teachers 

• Pastor 

• Our Church family and 

the love they share for each other 

• One step closer to our website being up 

 

We are so fortunate to have a Church Family with such diverse passions and generous souls!  Be 

sure to take note of the generosity you see on display and give a little “thank you” to those who 

give so generously! 

Thank you all for sharing your time, talents, and treasures!   Looking 

forward to what’s to come . . . 



Date Memory/Honor of Designation From 

MEMORIALS 

Altar Flower Signup:  If there is a Sunday that has a special meaning to you and you would like 
to provide the flowers, please sign up on the calendar by the coat closet. Write your name and who 
the flowers are in memory/honor of. Please know that we appreciate you sharing your special 
memories/days with us! Contact  Dolores Gronewald with questions at (651) 249-6236. 

Hy-Vee & Fareway Report as of of 21 April 2024 
 
During the last 4 weeks, $15,997.74 (8.00%) worth of Hy-Vee slips were received.  After 20 weeks, 
Hy-Vee is at $81,076.19 (40.54%) toward the 17th goal which is now $200,000.   
 

During the same time, $5,067.61 (3.38%) worth of Fareway slips were received.  After 55 weeks, 
Fareway is at $63,057.78 (42.04%) toward our 5th $150,000 goal.  
 
This program started the first of March 2011, so any slips from then until now can be used.  Any 
Fairmont Fareway and Hy-Vee food store register slip can be used.  Even slips from Hy-Vee Fast & 
Fresh (Gas), Coffee Shop, Food Service, and Pharmacy help us toward the goal.  Delivery slips/
sheets can also be used.  Thanks to all who bring/mail the slips to the Church, or mailing them or 
dropping them off at my house. 
 
Reported by; 
Jim Bock 

 

 

 

 

 

31-Mar 

31-Mar 

31-Mar 

10-Apr 

5-Apr 

 

 

 

 

 

Memory of Linda Meschke 

Memory of Linda Meschke 

Memory of Tranna Urban 

Memory of Linda Meschke 

Honor of Bill Cowing's Birthday  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Starfish 

Dean & Donna Grotte 

Pat & Randy Rowan 

Steve Urban 

Dolores Gronewald 

Virginia Riedesel 



Meet our Board of the Month:  

Hospitality board 

There are currently 6 members on the board. We meet once a 

month to discuss various upcoming events like the commu-

nity meal and Pie Social.  We discuss church kitchen issues 

and are available for any questions that may arise. We also 

enjoy serving coffee and treats the 1st Sunday of the month to 

the church congregation after service.  

Board members (left to right): Tara Thedens, Terri Luetgers, 

Donna Grotte,  Wendy Ziemer, Sherry Larson, & Jon Neitzel 

(not pictured) 



Fellowship Opportunities:           

All-Church Breakfast: Sunday, May 19th from 8:30—9:30 
AM! Serving: French toast, Breakfast potatoes and scrambled 
eggs. 

 

Nomads & Women’s Coffee will take a break during the 
warm weather. We will start back up in the fall! If you are  
interested in hosting or helping with either event, let the    
office know! 

May Diaconate: Sue Eisenbacher 

 Usher: David “Ace” Adams 

5th: Reader: Dolores Gronewald 

12th: Reader: Marilyn Forstrom 

19th: Reader: Carolyn Thompson 

26th: Reader: Ace or Deb Adams 

 

June Diaconate: Kris Fuller 

 Usher: Ellen Germain/Jon Neitzel 



To Blakely Weber, Ella Ziemer 

and Sophia Brummond!! They 

were confirmed on Sunday, 

April 28th. 

 

Are you interested in attending the 

MN Conference UCC Annual Meet-

ing? It will take place Friday, June 7 

and Saturday, June 8 at the College of St. Benedict. Talk 

to Pastor Cory if you would like more information! 



Let Pastor Cory or a council member know if 
you are interested in attending the MN          
Conference UCC Annual Meeting Friday, June 7 
– Saturday, June 8 at the College of St. Bene-
dict.

to Cindy Anderson, Kathy 
Jorgensen, Joanne             

Eisenbarger, Margo Weaver, 
and Dolores Gronewald for            

assembling the April        
newsletter!! 

PAPER BAGS WANTED! 

 

The church office is looking for 

paper grocery bags for holding 

paper recycling. If you have    

extra, please take them to the 

office or set them in the coffee/

copy room. 

 

Thank you!!  







This yummy dessert recipe for May was 

shared by Abigail Anderson.   



If your birthday or anniversary is not listed or is incorrect, please notify the church office. 

May Birthdays: 
1     Kamara Cone   
4     Louis Goerndt   
6     Jodi Kuhlers   
9     Justin Thedens  
       Grace Kotewa  
10    John Roiger   
12      Andrea Thate  
13      Sherry Larson  
15      Larry Thompson  
        Carolyn Thompson  
        Hanna Johnson  

16   Dylan Celander   
19  Dr. Alice Maday    
20   Anne Wenz   
21  Jim Chipman   
23  Maia Goerndt     
  Reagan Shoen   
24   Lisa Meschke   
       Paxton Rachuy  
25    Lorie Zoeller   
31   Cory Hainy   

May  1 Kevin & Kelly Moller   42 years    
May  3 Kris & Wendy Ziemer    27 years  
May  3 Michael & Kara Rowan  10 years  
May  6 Larry & Carolyn Thompson  58 years     
May  6 Randy & Marcia Musser  47 years 
May  9 Tom & Kathy Jorgensen  54 years  
May 17 Izzy & Pauline Cruz   39 years 
May 25 John & Sherry Larson  50 years  
May 28 Dave & Sue Eisenbacher  13 years  
May 30 Dave & Karen Cone   27 years  

May Anniversaries: 


