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Experiencing God
in the Ordinary.
When is the last time you took a few
moments and enjoyed the simple
pleasure of a sunrise or sunset? How
long has it been since you slowed
down long enough just to thank God
for the miracle of life and the gift of
breath that is in your lungs?
I ask those questions because
recently I asked myself the same
thing. I realized just how much I was
taking for granted. I realized that I
had slowly allowed myself to believe
that God’s presence was something I
needed to work at through prayer or
study.
God will most definitely show up during
those times, but thankfully that is NOT the
ONLY time he will show up in our lives. God
wants us to know he is there not only during
our moments of spiritual devotion, but also
in our daily routines.
When we are aware of God’s presence in
the ordinary moments, when we recognize
him in any environment or circumstance, not
just the “spiritual,” then we find the ordinary
becomes the extraordinary.
Some of the most mind-blowing “God
moments” of my life have occurred when
God interrupted something ordinary in my
life. For example, recently I was walking
through K-Mart when a grizzled old man
approached me out of the blue and handed
me a small glass heart. He told me that
something made him want to give me the

heart and then he prayed for me…right there
in the aisle at K-Mart. Now, I know that
some would say he was a little strange but I
was touched and his prayer was spot on for
me. Was this a not a God moment?
In this ordinary
moment, I felt that
the very presence
of God or at the
very least, an
“angel unaware”
(Heb. 13:2)
If we let our daily
busyness set the
pace for our
relationship with
God, I’m afraid we
will miss out on so
much. Believe it or
not, God is just as present in the K-Mart as
he is in church on Sunday.
Let’s not waste some of the most important
moments of our life by overlooking them as
simple or ordinary. In a world that presents
‘the next big thing’ every week, it’s easy to
lose our child-like wonder. Before long, we
all feel like we have seen it all and heard it
all.
Don’t buy into that lie. Keep your wonder.
Keep your amazement. Keep your awe and
thank God for every sunrise, every
goodbye or hello hug and kiss, every
morning cup of coffee, every chuckle and
smile from a child, every sunset and every
night you’re blessed to make it back to your
bed, for these are reasons enough
to worship and to experience God in the
ordinary.
Blessings, Sheila

Page

Pastor’s Pen. . .
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March/April-Easter, 2016

HIGHLIGHTS OF MARCH 17 SESSION
MEETING
Coming events - Our sanctuary is being
used for a wedding on Saturday May 7.
- In case you haven't heard, the
Presbytery will have their meeting here
at our church on Tuesday May 10.
Some of our ladies have been hard
at work painting & sprucing up the
library and other rooms in the Sunday
School Wing in preparation for the
event.
- The Crew of St. Andrews has asked
us for help with the annual Easter Egg
Hunt at the Under the Oaks Park.
- A landscaper is being hired to remove
some tired plants and shrubs out in the
front of the church and plant new low
maintenance ones in their place. We
will match the $500.00 grant from the
city to pay for this.
CRE Sheila Palmer and George
Caruthers volunteered to be on the
planting and gardening committee. We would like to have another yard sale
in the future.

CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING, March 6, 2016
After the Sunday Service everyone went
to the Fellowship Hall for a lunch
provided by the members of the
session. When the meal was over the
Annual Congregational Meeting
convened. The session members
reported on all their accomplishments
during the year.
George Carothers - Chair of Budget,
Finance, Personnel & Property
Jimmy Whisenant - Chair of Service,
Witness, Evangelism & the Publicity
Committee
Sara Daffin - Chair of Worship
Committee
Rose Stallins - Chair of Christian
Education
Dixie Retherford - Moderator, Secretary,
Treasurer of Presbyterian Women
CRE Pastor Sheila Palmer gave the
Pastor's Report

CORPORATION MEETING
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Some of the
people who take
the senior
exercise classes
on Tuesday and
Wednesday
mornings
decided they
wanted to do something for our church. So,
for many weeks now they have been
cleaning out the flower bed in front of the
portico and planting monkey grass there. In
time it will spread out and besides looking
nice, it will not require much maintenance.
Many thanks to all these volunteers for their
thoughtfulness and hard work

After the Congregation Meeting, Jimmy
Whisenant announced the new officers
of the corporation.
Jimmy Whisenant - President
George Carothers - Vice President
Jennifer Whisenant - Registered Agent
& Corresponding Secretary
Board Members - Sara Daffin, Rose
Stallins, Sally Teer and Patricia Fuller
The members were all approved &
voted in.
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MONKEY GRASS

(This time last year the Fitness group invested
their time and money in sprucing up front of
Fellowship Hall)

Travel Time for our Members

MY RECENT TRIP TO TANZANIA

I visited Mt. Kilimanjaro, the tallest
mountain in Africa, a Masae-Mara tribal
village, the Ngarangar a Crater where
50 years ago Leahy discovered the
fossilized remains of the earliest human

species (possibly 1.8 million years old)
and to the Serengeti migration for
fantastic animal viewings. It was an
unforgettable trip

Lenora Warriner

CRUISING
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Sally Teer
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In February Maureen &
Steve Wade. Sue Ewert & I went on a 13 day Caribbean cruise on the Carnival
"Sunshine." We stopped at 8 ports, which are always interesting, and also enjoyed
being on board. There are so many fun things to do and the food is always great .

10TH ANNUAL GATHERING OF
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
FORT WALTON BEACH, FLORIDA
MARCH 19, 2016

Bay Presbyterian Men’s Meeting
Well, we missed the
March dinner meeting
at Parkway
Presbyterian! Hope
those guys won’t take it
out on us by not
showing up to St.
Andrews scheduled
date June 30 … it is also
hoped we will have
some live bodies left
over from having the
Florida Presbytery here Tuesday, May 10.
Last spring we had Norma Hubbard as
our speaker. We have had several people say
how much they enjoyed the food, program and
fellowship. Jimmy Whisenant did a great job
pulling it all together… and he had some good
help.
We’ll need all the help we can get for
these two major events. Hopefully Grace, Lynn
Haven and some others will have a few extra
hands they can spare. Maybe free food would
be an inducement.
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Dixie Retherford

Pictured left to right are: Margie Nelson, Emily
Hataway, Dixie Retherford, Sara Daffin and
Sheila Palmer. These are the ladies have been
fixing up the rooms in the Sunday School wing.
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The Presbyterian Women of the Synod of
Atlanta met in Fort Walton Beach on
Saturday March 19, 2016.
Ninety six women from all the
Presbyterian churches from Tallahassee,
Pensacola, Destin, Chipley, Quincey,
Panama Cary, Freeport, Defuniak Springs,
Marianna, Milton, Laurel Hill, Gulf Breeze,
Red Bay, Havana & Sunny Hills attended.
The bylaws were reviewed and
amended. A new slate of officers
was installed, reports were given from the
different committees. Our part-time
Coordinating Presbyter, Dr. Paul Luthman,
talked to us about how the church of today
is changing and how we as members must
change with it to stay vital.
Rev. Sharon Schuler, Pastor of First
Presbyterian Church of Ft. Walton Beach,
shared a wonderful sermon with us.
We honored our beloved Bobbi Hidle
with flowers during the ceremony
"Thanksgiving for the lives of the Saints."
We enjoyed good fellowship and a
wonderful lunch together. The 111th
Annual Gathering will be held at First
Presbyterian Church in Defuniak Springs in
2017. Sara Daffin and I attended and had a
great day!

Egg Hunt

Maundy Thursday
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Well, it was going to be an Easter Egg Hunt
on Saturday, March 26. What it turned out
to be was a very wet day.
Shown above are the workers in our
Fellowship Hall working to fill the baskets.
The hunt was to be out in open on the
grounds of Oaks by the Bay Park, You’ll
know that they’ve done something with the
eggs if you happen to visit the Church
kitchen and the eggs are gone.
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We had Tenebrae services on March 24th
in the Fellowship Hall. We were invited to
partake of the dried fruits, olives, enliven
bread, humus and wine which were on
the candlelit tables.
CRE Pastor Sheila Palmer, Dixie
Retherford and Sara Daffin conducted the
inspiring service as all of the candles were
extinguished, one or two at a time. Wanda
Sherman provided the background music.
Unfortunately, a severe thunderstorm with
extreme amounts of rain, prevented many
people from attending.

Spring

Taken from the Women of Faith Daily

Devotional,

Submitted by Maureen Wade

JUNE
04 Ed Faile
27 Mike Kelly
JULY
01 Evelyn Tanner
04 John Robert Middlemas
05 Jennifer Whisenant
06 Francis Priester
28 Kathleen Kircher
29 LeRoy Retherford
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Across the morning sky hope arrived
on indigo wings. Spring was near. A
bluebird served as significant notification to
winter to take its white fury and move on. I
danced about in delight.
The winter had been wicked, as it
lashed out and lasted far too long. When
one endures icy hardships, spring's warmth
is an especially welcome friend.
Severed tree branches lay strewn
about, snapped by an icy, howling wind
weeks before. But now nearby shrubs,
awakened by the changing landscape,
formed small nodes that would grow into
buds, then leaves and flowers. Crocuses
and snowdrops peeked precariously
through clods of cold dirt, flirting with the
sun. Their purple and white petals were a
dress rehearsal for Easter. Two mourning
doves cuddled on the corner of our roof and
cooed secrets about their nesting site.
Amidst all the signs of a new season
stood small oak shrouded in last year's
leaves.
The withered, lifeless, parched
leaves dangled from the tree's branches like
tarnished charms. I wanted to yell, "Little
tree, if you'll just let go, God will give you
fresh, new leaves, and you'll be lovely
again."
The words reverberated in my mind. Patsy,
what do you need to let go of? Do you still
clutch to parts of the old life?
Spring is; not only a season on the calendar
but also a season on the heart. Jesus came
that we might let go of the old and burst
forth with new life. We can lay aside the
shroud of the former, (even yesterday's
parched behavior) and dance with
resurrection vigor.
Lord Jesus may fresh sap of faith run
through me as I respond to you. Amen

BIRTHDAYS
MAY
02 Jean Nixon
08 Chris Fowler
16 Rachael Perry
23 Robert Daffin
29 Jimmy Whisenant
30 Ken Tanner
30 Reba Love
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Flowers appear on the earth...the
cooing of the doves is heard in our
land. Song of song 2:12
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Disappearing Act
The shed that stood in the church parking
lot for many, many years came down in a
matter of hours on February 17, 2016. The
Session decided to have the structure
demolished since it was too expensive to
repair in its dilapidated condition and it
became an eyesore to the community. It
was brought to the ground in short order
and hauled off in several dump trucks. The
depression in the ground left by the old slab
floor was filled with two truckloads of
crushed (recycled) concrete so that vehicles
could drive over the area. Several neighbors
walking past the area that day commentated
on how the lot looked much better with the
storage building gone.

This year’s Valentine dinner party event
was held in Fellowship Hall on February
12th where a hearty group of fun loving
souls attended to “Celebrate the 1950’s
– “Happy
Days” which
was the
theme for
the evening.
The room
was
decorated to
entice one
to imagine attending a drive in movie
with 50’s rock n roll music, popcorn and
concession stand. The movie “Grease”,
which takes place in a 1950’s high
school setting, was projected on a wall.
The concession stand served a main
course of
fried
chicken
baskets.
The
special
beverage
was 8oz.
glass
bottles of
Coca Cola. Delicious deserts topped off
with hand dipped ice cream completed
the menu.
The drive in theater, the Dixie – Le Drive
In named for the owners Dixie and
LeRoy, was a local hot spot of the time.
Everyone bought their tickets from the
Ticket Booth as they entered hall.
Included in the admission charge were
raffle tickets for a chance to win
Valentine novelties and candy.
The attire for the evening was anything
resembling the era. Bobby sox, neck
scarves, leather jackets, rolled up
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Valentine Dinner
February 2016

Valentine – continued from page 7
denims and various other clothing items
that brought memories of the “Happy
Days”.
The ladies received a Valentine balloon
and carnation for the occasion. The party was sponsored by the men of
the church but a number of ladies
pitched in to make this a special event.
Thanks to everyone who helped out and
those who attended to create a fun filled
evening.
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Church Calendar
Sunday Services
9:30am, Sunday School - Parlor
11am, Morning Worship – Sanctuary
Sheila Palmer – CRE Pastor
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Other Programs:
Girl Scouts #400, Tuesdays @ 5pm –
through May. Fellowship Hall.
Stamp Club, 1nd & 3rd, Thursdays @
7pm. Fellowship Hall,
Presbyterian Women, 2nd, Thursday @
2pm, Parlor. Through May
Session, 3rd Wednesday @ 1pm,
Session room
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Tai Chi with Gary
Dr. Gary Cutis, husband of our Pastor
Sheila, has
been
volunteering
lately teaching
Tai Chi in the
Fellowship Hall
on Tuesdays at
9am for
several weeks;
it replaces the
other series of
exercises that
are conducted
Wednesdays
@ 9:30am
following the
Church Walk at 9.

Regular Weekly Programs:
Mondays, 9am, TOPS #217
Fellowship Hall
Tuesdays, 9am, Tai Chi, Dr. Gary,
Fellowship Hall
Wednesdays, 9am, Community Walk,
begins at Fellowship Hall;
9:30am, Fitness series, 5 exercise
programs for Seniors, DVD, Fellowship
Hall; 3pm, Choir Practice, Choir room
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