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Happy Spring!

I am so excited to see the green and flowers blooming!

Ed Green in Sheridan and the Memorial Day shoot, May 22, 23, 24 and 25 th in Riverton is coming up. Also, Deer Creek is having their 2-day shoot June 5, 6, and
7th. Plan on attending these events. They are always a great, relaxing time. Be
sure to check out the other flyers for other events in the newsletter or on the website.
If there are people that you know of that did not receive the newsletter, it is because we do not have all of their information. Please have them contact Melissa
Connely or Paula Sorter to get this taken care of. Thank you in advance.
During the winter Challenge Shoot we had another shooter that qualified for the
Traveling Trophy with a 50xx and it was Sean Dunn. Congrats!
Please send any information you would like in the newsletter to Mel. She would
love to add it to the newsletter. Home your spring is going well.
Paula

Steps for Safety
From the NMLRA
DISCIPLINE– The safety of competitors, range personnel, and spectators requires continuous attention by all to the careful handling
of firearms, and caution in moving about the range. Self-discipline is necessary on the part of all competitors, range personnel, and
spectators. Where such self-discipline is lacking, it is the duty of the range personnel to enforce discipline, and the duty of competitors to assist in such enforcement.
EARLY SHOTS–Any shot fired before the command of “COMMENCE LOADING, YOU MAY FIRE WHEN READY” is a serious infraction of many safety rules. Any competitor violating this rule will be disqualified from competition for a period of time determined by the sponsoring organization.
LATE SHOTS–Any shot fired after the command of “Cease Firing” without the express permission of the Range Officer is a serious
infraction of the safety rules. At the Range Officer’s discretion any one, or combination, of the following will be enforced. (1) Verbal reprimand (2) Shot with the highest numerical value on the target will be counted as a miss. (3) Target disqualification. (4) Suspension of the competitor. The Range Officer will sign the target, state the penalty and reason, and send it to the scoring room.
LOADING EARLY–Any person guilty of beginning to load a firearm before the command of “COMMENCE LOADING, YOU
MAY FIRE WHEN READY” will be disqualified from competition for a period of time determined by the sponsoring organization.
INTOXICATING BEVERAGES OR DRUGS– The use of or impairment from intoxicating beverages and/or drugs on the firing line
shall be ample cause for disqualification.
SMOKING–No person shall be allowed to smoke on the firing line at any time.
SAFETY INSPECTION OF EQUIPMENT–Range officials, acting under the authority of the Chief Range Officer, shall have the
right to examine a shooter’s equipment for safety concerns. The responsibility shall be on the shooter to submit questionable equipment for official safety inspection and approval in sufficient time prior to the beginning of a match so that it will not inconvenience
either the shooter or the official.
UNSAFE FIREARM–No firearm shall be used in any competition if ruled unsafe by the Range Officer.
CARRYING FIREARMS–Firearms will be carried between the loading benches and firing line with the muzzle above the shooters’
head and pointed directly up. (Exception: pistol shooters and bench shooters need not keep the muzzle above the shooter’s head.)
FIREARM PLACEMENT BETWEEN RELAYS–After the command “GROUND ALL FIREARMS AND MAKE THE LINE
SAFE” is given, the firing line is considered SAFE. During this safe time competitors may be directed to go down range and post and
retrieve targets and all firearms on the firing line will be positioned safely and not touched. Rifles must be placed with the butt plate
on the ground with the barrel pointed up and leaned against the loading bench; pistols will be placed on the loading bench with the
barrel pointed muzzle up
BLOWING DOWN THE BARREL–There will be NO blowing down the barrel of any firearm during NMLRA matches in any manner that requires placing the head in front of the muzzle. A flexible blow tube may be used at the shooter’s option, provided that the
shooter’s head is not placed in front of the muzzle.
LOADING FLINTLOCK FIREARMS–All flintlock firearms must be loaded with the frizzen and hammer in the forward position.
SWABBING BETWEEN SHOTS–Swabbing between shots with a damp patch to eliminate the possibility of glowing embers igniting the next powder charge is strongly recommended.
FALSE MUZZLES–All false muzzles must be attached by a cord or similar device so that the firearm may not be placed in a normal
firing position without first removing the false muzzle from the barrel.
WHEN TO LOAD–No firearm will be loaded, or caps snapped, until the command “Commence loading, you may fire when ready.”
CAPPING/PRIMING. After the command “Commence loading, you may fire when ready” has been given, shooters may cap/prime
only on the firing line or designated area with the muzzle pointed downrange.

Shooting Events in the Region
Colorado




31st Como Mountain Man Rendezvous; August 8-15th. Info: Stacker
719 836 9171 or website at www.comorendezvous.com.
Colorado NMLRA National Territorial Matches June 19-21 at the
SPVHS Range, in Ft Lupton CO. Info at: Darrel Koleber 970 669
2599

New Mexico
 Santa Fe Trail Rendezvous, Raton, NM. June 14-20th. For more information call Doreen Webb at 719 275 8724.

Submit your flyers, photos, stories and more by June 15th to be included into the July Newsletter.
Email to Melissa Connely, mconnely@caspercollege.edu

Here are the results and a few photos
of the
Bench Shoot

WSMLA STATE SHOOT
Dates July 31—August 2, 2015
No optics except by range officers. Open front and rear sights only.
NMRLA rules for scoring. Only traditional muzzle loading hunting rifles
using patched round balls. NO under hammer or in-line actions. At the
conclusion of the shoot all posted scores are final! NO EXCEPTIONS! IF
there is a question about a target, alert the booshway immediately! All
target challenges are $5.00!

Men’s Flint Aggregate:
25 yd six bull, 8 ring black
50 yd six bull, 7 ring black
50 yd single bull buffalo, 8 ring black
100 yd single bull, 7 ring black
Aggregate
Men’s Percussion Aggregate
25 yd six bull, 8 ring black
50 yd six bull, 7 ring black
50 yd single bull buffalo, 8 ring black
100 yd single bull, 7 ring black
Aggregate
Women’s Aggregate
25 yd six bull, 8 ring black
25 yd single bull, 8 ring black
50 yd single bull buffalo, 8 ring black
100 yd single bull, 7 ring black
Aggregate

Caleb Pierce Memorial Junior Aggregate-age 12-15
25 yd six bull, 8 ring black
25 yd single bull, 8 ring black
50 yd single bull, 8 ring black
Aggregate

Sub-Junior Aggregate-under age 12
25 yd six bull, 8 ring black
25 yd single bull, 8 ring black
50 yd single bull, 8 ring black
Aggregate
Small Bore Aggregate- ten pound weight limit- .40 cal. Maximum
25 yd six bull, 8 ring black
50 yd single bull, 8 ring black
Aggregate

Big Bore Aggregate- Minimum of .58 Caliber
50 yd single bull, 8 ring black
100 yd single bull, 7 ring black
Aggregate
-sticks Aggregate- 14 lb weight limit, open iron sights only
50 yd double bull buffalo
100 yd single bull buffalo
Aggregate
Reggie Pierce Memorial Men’s Pistol Aggregate-one hand only
25 yd pistol target
50 yd pistol target
Aggregate

XWomen’s Pistol Aggregate- may use 2 hand hold
25 yd pistol target
50 yd pistol target
Aggregate
Junior Pistol Aggregate-may use 2 hand hold
25 yd pistol target
50 yd pistol target
Aggregate
Trade Gun Aggregate-must be smoothbore with no rear sight
42-25 yd double bull buffalo
43-50 yd pistol target
44- 5 clays
45- Aggregate
RE-ENTRY MATCHES: First re-entry and each re-entry $ 2.00
46- Junior- 25 yd Bottles, (age 15 and under, X sticks for sub juniors)
47- Women- 50 yd 3-bull
48- Any Caliber rifle-50 yd 5 bull buffalo
49-Big Bore- 50 yd slug gun-.58 cal minimum
50-Small Bore-25 yd- small buffalo
51-Rusty Trapper- min age 50 (age+score)
52-Man/Women -25 yd dbl buffalo
53-X-stick, 100 yd single bull
54-Bench- 200 yard large bull
55-Pistol- 25yd pistol target-5 shots
56-WSMLA Traveling Trophy-25 yd dble buff (2 shot/3 shots)
57-Women Salute Target
58-Women Pottery
59-Women- Turtle

Bunny HARLOW MEMORIAL PRIMITIVE MATCHES: The primitive range is located west of the paper range. There will be different courses for Adult and Children. Open all weekend during normal range hours. Hawk/Knife matches Saturday evening.
TRAVELING TROPHY SHOOT-OFF will be held at 4:00 on Saturday afternoon. No other shooting on the paper range during this time.
SAFETY RULES: Keep yourself and everyone else Happy and safe.
-NO SMOKING north of the signs.
-No non-shooting children north of the signs.
-Cap and prime only on the firing line/ keep muzzle down range
-Blowing down the barrel is strongly discouraged
-Relays are 20 mins long, all targets posted must be shot in the same relay except 10 shot pistol matches which can be completed in 2
relays; in event of a gun problem notify range official.
_Fail to fire- keep gun pointed down range, call range official
DO NOT TAKE LOADED GUN OFF THE RANGE AT ANY TIME WHAT SO EVER!

Historical Page
Stories and Reprints from the Past

Here is a reprint of a story written by Ken Baka about the June 1978 Rendezvous at Billy
Creek in the Big Horns.
When the dark clouds and luminous shocks of the Wyoming electric storm passed east over the
Bighorn Mountains near Billy Creek and revealed a dull half-moon last Saturday night, the
mountain men let the hills know that they too could dance in the sky.
A pandemonium of drum beats, Indian chants and wild sounding beastly shouts or peals of
laughter reverberated into the deeper realms of the forest. To an outsider a half-mile away, the
sounds made the night crawl with a savage grace.
A den of thieves it might have been. Or a tribe of Indians in a pow-wow. Beware if approaching the drums seemed to say.
But no need to fear. On the other side of the pine forest, in an open park of tipi lodges and
lean—tos, was a campfire of reincarnated Sublettes, Bridgers, Beckworths and Sacajaweas.
Modern day replicas of those legendary souls who plied the fur trade in the Rocky Mountains
between 1825 and 1840 shared Platte Valley jugs of straight whiskey, smoked kinnikinnick,
sold skins, played the mandolin and sang folk songs. Silhouetted by the fire or by colonial
candle lanterns were face3s of men wearing buffalo robes and wolf skin caps and a women
with war paint.
They were some of the estimated 300 mountain men attending the National Muzzle Loaders
Rifle Association’s rendezvous. They came from Illinois, Ohio, Arizona, and California and
various other states, bringing themselves and their children for a family get-together minus
watches, blue jeans, flashlights and other items of modern times. Instead they were buckskin
and showed their fanforades of trinkets, fur hats, brightly colored Hudson Bay coats, muzzle
loaders and knives.
The muzzle loaders convention was an authentic as a mountain mean rendezvous of 130 years
ago as anyone might imagine. It was a costume ball of another era conducted as realistically as
possible. Only the conversation and lack of pony races told the visitors that this was not a
grand encampment of 1833.

The formal convention of the National Muzzle Loaders Rifle Association, headquartered in
Friendship, Ind. is one of the largest rendezvous in the United States. The five-day fur trade
fair followed another rendezvous held in Montana. Many of those who pitched their lodges on
the grasses of BLM land in the Bighorns attended both rendezvous and claimed that eh kinship, good fellowship, open oar and playful hours made for a relaxing vacation from the real
world down below.
Bill Jennings of the Buffalo was this year’s rendezvous chief. He and his dog soldiers or patrolmen enforced restrictions to make the camp as primitive as possible. They held a potlatch
(a ceremonial gift-giving feast first started by the northwest Indians) and muzzle loading
shoots for the men, lodge pole races for the women and tomahawk throwing contests for the
children.
The real mountain men of the 1830’s were said to often be refugees from society, which had
suffered them reproach for on reason or another, and fled to the trapping plains and mountains
to become an entrepreneur without social laws. It was a life of absolute liberty.
Although today’s mountain men and women go to great costs to outfit themselves true to old
form, the feeling of freedom and of a closely knit civilization are reasons why Jennings and his
kind relive the frontier west.
What’s more, nobody really wants to be reminded of how old they are, said Jenning’s wife
Nancy as she served refreshments in tin cups to visiting pilgrims. With children and grown
men shuffling about in moccasins and breechcloths, the unadulteration of the mountain man
rendezvous is a pleasing thing to understand.
First published in the Buffalo Bulletin 1978

2015 Wyoming Trap and Skeet Shoot April 24-25, 2015
Worland Shooting Complex, Worland, WY
The 4th Annual Wyoming Trap and Skeet shoot is now in the history books. We had a good turnout of shooters from as far as Saratoga, WY to Billings, MT with points in between from Lander, Buffalo, Cody, Powell,
Lovell and here in Worland.
Frank Elzay (LZ) is kind of the ramrod of this outfit as very few of us know what we are doing in trap or skeet
shooting. We had a good turnout of shooters, 15, which was down a little bit from last year. Jeanie Dunn ran
the registration table and kept tabs on everyone for scores and money. LZ had made a new board with cards for
each match. This worked real well. Kathi Morrison helped get the coffee going on Saturday morning and
provided the fixings for lunch on Saturday. Katie Schade showed up Saturday morning with 3 pies to test out
on us and they were great. Mason Kelley and Lyle Bader pushed the buttons on the trap houses and scored
the shooters. Willie Felton was around on Friday if we needed any help.
Weather was perfect on Friday; I think it was a high of about 75 degrees, light winds and we were looking for
a little shade. Saturday we were expecting rain in the afternoon, however, the rain started in the morning it
was rather chilly so we hung out in the club house drinking coffee and tasting Katie’s pies, we had an early
lunch, and then the clouds left and we had perfect shooting weather the rest of the afternoon. The perfect
shooting weather did not improve my shooting ability. We had a first time shooter, Katie’s boy friend Zach
Vaporis from Laramie. He doesn’t need to worry about bringing home the bacon, Katie can out shoot him.
Just kidding Katie and Zach. Friday night a few of us gathered at Butch’s Place for supper and then Saturday
night we gathered at the new destination eatery in Worland called Firenze. Metals were handed out to the 1st
through 3Rd place shooters in each match. It worries me that we didn’t have any junior shooters and only 2
women. We need to do something to try and get the youth involved. The Worland shooting complex now has
remote control on the skeet shoot, this was a big improvement. I understand that they are also putting in a new
5 stand this summer at a cost of around $40,000 so next year we will be able to shoot the 5 stand along with
Trap and Skeet.
Keep your powder dry.
Bill Morrison

DCML
2 Day Shoot
Glenrock WY
June 5, 6, and 7th
Friday—Noon til’ 5 pm
Saturday—8 am til’ 5 pm
Dinner Saturday Night will be 5:30ish
Sunday—8 am til’ Noon
Lunch at Noon followed by awards
$5 registration fee per person/$20/family, All targets $2 including aggregate, All
re0-entries $2. We will use NMLRA Rules. Challenges will require a $5 fee. Fee
is refundable if challenge is ruled in your favor.
Camping is free (tin tipis and primitive) some firewood available, no water. Dogs
welcome but must be leashed, horses are not welcome.
Don’t forget to
bring a side dish
and prizes to
share!

WYOMING CLUBS AT THE LOCAL LEVEL
BIG HORN BASIN
MUZZLE LOADERS

Willie Felton
P.O. Box 2
Ten Sleep, WY 82442
307-366-2216
bearpaw@tctwest.net

Ken Hall
2847 Bonnie Brae
Casper WY 82604
http://
www.deercreekmuzzleloaders.com 307.251.7984
ken.tailgunner@gmail.com
DEER CREEK
MUZZLE LOADERS

Tom Brewster
1202 Road 47
Ten Sleep, WY 82442
307-366-2391 brewstertom70@hotmail.com
Trish Miller
5531 S. Elm
Casper, WY 82601
307-234-6591

Mike Corrigan
7459 E. Geary Dome Road
Evansville, WY 82636
307-237-5136

Allen Hebert
1089 County Rd 110
Cheyenne, WY 82009
307-778-7106

Albert Pierce
Home 307-672-6523
Cell 307-763-1004
adpierce@bresnan.net

Roger Roebling
P.O. Box 535
Dayton, WY 82836
307-655-2583

WIND RIVER
MUZZLE LOADERS

Terry Hubenka
844 Hancock Drive #9
Lander, WY 82520
307-332-9269

Angie Fredrick
216 S. 11th Ste E
Riverton, WY 82501
307-857-4221
ajfred48@hotmail.com

CROW CREEK
MUZZLE LOADERS

Mike Penz
117 East 3rd Avenue
Cheyenne, WY 82001
307-635-0791

Chris Allen
2920 Ames Court
Cheyenne, WY 82001
307-635-8425

SERRA MADRE
MUZZLE LOADERS

Josh Saier
P.O Box 1044
Saratoga, WY 82331
307-326-5503

Joe Morrison
P.O. Box 214
Saratoga, WY 82331
307-326-8944
d.morrison@union-tel.com

PLATTE VALLEY
MUZZLE LOADERS

Jeff Williamson 307-235-5220
jwilli5220@yahoo.com

Dennis Obert
307-237-5705
d.g.obert@att.net

Dave Lehto
President
dlehto@bresnan.net
307-856-4457

Rick Lecher
Treasurer

Ray Ferree
307-864-2649 canonrojo@rtconnect.net

Charlie Stickney
307-864-4126

ROCKY MOUNTAIN
FREE TRAPPERS

SHERIDAN
BULLSHOOTERS

1838 RENDEVOUS
www.1838rendezvous.com

SMOKING WATERS
MOUNTAIN MEN

RUSTY BUFFALO
MUZZLELOADERS

Karl Milner, 86 Coyote Trail Rd,
Gillette, WY 82716
Karl@collinscom.net
307-299-2074

WSMLA
PO BOX 50441
CASPER WY 82605-0441
http://wyomingmuzzleloaders.com/

Officers and Directors of WSMLA (term expires)
President/
Entertainment
Paula Sorter (2016)
1448 W 29TH STREET
CASPER WY 82604
307-259-1342
dpsorter@bresnan.net

Director/Convention Chair
Trish Miller (2017)
5531 S ELM
CASPER WY 82601
307-234-6591

Secretary
Katelyn Schade (2018)

Vice-President/Past President/Webmaster
Garry Millhouse (2016)
PO Box 1044
Saratoga WY 82331
307-326-5503
bkm100@hotmail.com

Director/Auction Chairperson
Ed Kern (2018)
316 S. Thurmond St
Sheridan WY 82801
307-673-1376
stagecoach@hotmail.com

Director/Photo Contest
Willie Felton (2016)
Box 2
Ten Sleep WY 82442
bearpaw@tctwest.net

Treasurer
Bill Morrison (2016)
612 GRACE AVE
WORLAND WY 82401
307-347-4002
billm@bearlodgeangler.com

Director
Bruce Schwint (2018)

Director
Tim Thornburg (2107)
2640 Sand Butte Rd.
Pavillion WY 82523
307-856-1158
Wyohunter307@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Melissa Connely (2018)
2210 E 17TH
CASPER WY 82609
307-472-0605
mconnely@caspercollege.edu

Director
Andy Lawrence (2017)
1923 Mandan Trail
Bar Nunn, WY 82601
252-455-0153
Orin_lawrence@yahoo.com

Director
Frank Elzay (2016)
391 Amoretti
Lander, WY 82520
307-332-4665
c_elzay@yahoo.com

Historian—Lyle Bader, 1824 Sage Lane, Worland WY 82401-4205, 307-347-8445, lrbder@hotmail.com

WSMLA
PO BOX 50441
CASPER WY 82605-0441

Important Dates for 2015
May
7th Ed Green Memorial Riffle Frolic
8th—10th in Sheridan
Wind River Muzzleloader’s
Memorial Day Shoot
Riverton 22—25
June
DCMLA 2 day shoot
5, 6, and 7th
July
Rocky Mountain National Rendezvous
Sierra Madre Muzzleloaders
Mountain Man Rendezvous
24th—26th in Encampment
1838 Mountain Man Rendezvous
1st -5th in Riverton
June 29th—July 5th

August
WSMLA State Shoot
Tensleep
July 31—August 2nd
September
Annual Pie Shoot
Sept. 12th in Sheridan
October
November
Lander Valley Sports Assoc. Turkey Shoot
BHBML Turkey Shoot
December

January
March
April

