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Tracy Pratt is the former Democratic nominee for
The Florida State House of Representatives, District 71 and is our current Chair for the Manatee
County Democratic Club. A longtime advocate
for criminal justice reform, Tracy is a local attorney specializing in criminal appeals and postconviction matters.
Tracy has a lifetime of advocacy around the important issues facing our state. She has worked
on environmental protection, affordable housing,
and for under privileged children. Tracy has
worked for the Innocence Project of New Orleans
and the Louisiana Civil Justice Center. She is the
former Vice President of Healthy Start Manatee,
and is currently the Chair of Project 180, an organization that helps people transition from prison to new productive lives in the community, in
an effort to prevent a return to incarceration.

May Guest Speaker is
Tracy Pratt

DWC LUNCHEON

A first generation Dutch-American, Tracy is the
mother of two children who are 5th generation
Manatee county residents. Tracy moved to Sarasota in 1994 and worked her way through MCC
(now SCF) and Eckerd College to become a first
generation college graduate. She received her
Law Degree from Loyola University in New Orleans.

May 14th 2019, 11:30 AM
4350 El Conquistador Pkwy
Bradenton, FL

Please make your reservations by
Noon May 9th, 2018
Call Sandy Gander 941.758.7187

or email
San.gander@gmail.com
Menu: Buffet includes salad, grilled chicken,
cold cuts, cheeses, bread and cookie
Cost is $18.00
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President’s May Letter
Wow, we are off to a great start on our 2019 Marge Kinnan & Shirley Snyder
Scholarship Fund. With our corporate sponsor from Tech-House Inc of $1,000,
plus two garage sales and our 50/50 raffle we are building it up fast. I would like
to thank Mary Bass, Mary Duda, Joanie Lebaron, Mary Rachel Young, Patty Benson, Carol Graves, Elaine Ripstein for all of their hard word on the yard sale this
past weekend.
I would like to take this opportunity to remind every one that we have three charities that we still collect for
on a monthly basis. We help support Our Daily Bread Food Bank, Healthy Start, which we collect baby
items, and The Bethesda House which we donate toiletry items. Please keep these organizations in mind
when coming to the monthly meetings.
If you would like to attend our monthly meetings and cannot drive, just let Brian Heavrin know and we will
make arrangements for transportation to and from the meeting. You can reach Brian at 941.545.5788 or
email him at blh3011@gmail.com. Erika Lundsquist, DWC President

WashPost: Trump has made over 10,000 false claims
BY: Marisa Fernandez, Axios

President Trump made 10,111 false or misleading statements over the
first 828 days of his presidency, according to a Washington Post analysis.
By the numbers: Over the last seven months, Trump has averaged 23
false claims per day, buoyed by his statements during campaign-style rallies and tweets. The Post found that about 20% of Trump's false claims
are on immigration, including the fact that he's falsely claimed 160 times
that a wall is being built along the U.S.-Mexico border.
•

Trump made 171 false claims from April 25 to April 27, which the Post says is more than "any single
month in the first five months of his presidency."

•

Trump's 45-minute phone interview with Fox News' Sean Hannity last week included 45 false claims —
one per minute.

22% of Trump's false claims come during the president's campaign-style rallies, and his Saturday rally in
Green Bay, Wis. to counter-program the White House Correspondents' Dinner featured 61 false claims.
Here’s a big thank you to Tech-House Inc and it’s founder and CEO
Kathy Durfee. Kathy and Tech-House Inc has donated $1,000 toward our
Marge McKinnan and Shirley Snyder Scholarship Fund. Please read the
Press Release attached to your Newsletter.
TechHouse is here to be your bridge between tomorrow and today, providing modern IT solutions including setup and support for many Microsoft
tools. Including, but not limited to Security, Azure, Office 365, PowerBi, and CRM while also offering many business intelligence services to
help your organization grow with you. If you know anyone in need of Internet Technology please suggest Tech-House.
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Democratic Women’s Club of Manatee County April Minutes
Meeting is called to order by President Erika Lundquist. Pledge of Allegiance is done.
Secretary’s report is given by Recording Secretary Alysia Simms. There is nothing to report, and no
minutes, as there was no March luncheon, instead we had the Fashion Show.
Treasurer Joanie LeBaron gives the Treasurer’s report. We received a large amount of money due to the
fashion show, which allowed us to be able to do 4 scholarships this time. The Budget is submitted for review.
There is no First Vice-President’s Report, as First Vice-President Jami Heye has nothing new to report.
Second Vice-President Mary Young gives the Second Vice-President’s Report. We now have 88 members. The garage sale was successful, we made $376 and change. We will have another at Mary Bass’s
house on April 27th, from 8am to 2pm. We will use stuff from the previous garage sale, as well, any donations are appreciated. All proceeds will benefit the scholarship fund.
There is no Regional Representative Report, as Regional Representative Mary Bass is not present.
President Erika Lundquist gives the President’s Report. For this luncheon there is less paperwork on the
table, in favor of the environment. We will continue this going forward. Next month, we will start selling
DWC T-Shirts for $20, proceeds will benefit both the scholarship fund and club directly. A reminder that
PerSisters rally is next month. It’s free, and information is in newsletter, on Facebook, and our website.
The DEC is pairing with a local business to sell flowers at a discount. The DEC will receive a small percentage from all sales, and information is on the DEC website. As well, the DEC gala is this weekend,
and we have a table.
On the table, there was a press release from Tech House, our first corporate sponsor for the 2020 scholarship. They have donated $1000 towards the 2020 scholarship.
There are no questions, so President Erika Lundquist adjourns the meeting so everyone can eat.

Morning Digest: Mueller report backs up ex-senator Bill
Nelson's claim on Russia hacking Florida election system
FL-Sen: While we had thought that the Digest would be a Mueller-free zone, it turns out
that there's at least one aspect of the report that's directly relevant to our interests. Mother
Jones reporter Pema Levy points out that one key line in Robert Mueller's findings buttressformer Democratic Sen. Bill Nelson's assertion last year that Russian military hackers had
compromised Florida's election systems:

es

We understand the FBI believes that this operation enabled the GRU to gain access to the network of at
least one Florida county government.
At the time, Nelson, who was up for re-election, was bitterly derided for his warning, which he said was based
on classified information. As Levy puts it, "Republicans and the media alike painted his comments as dangerous
make-believe." That even included the Washington Post's "fact checker" awarding four "Pinocchio's" to Nelson,
insisting, "Not a single speck of evidence backs him up, and we have serious doubts whether the classified information he cited even exists." Even if the press were to walk this back now, it carried water for the GOP by undermining the credibility of anyone who might sound a similar alarm in the future.
And while we don't know whether Putin's hackers were able to manipulate the election, it's important to remember just how close Nelson's election was: He lost to Republican Rick Scott by just 10,000 votes out of 8.2
million cast statewide—a margin of only 0.1%. By: Daily Kos, Staff Reporter
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We had a great

time at the April
Scholarship
Awards Luncheon
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96% of workers have not gotten a pay
raise from Trump’s tax cuts
By: Jason Easley, Politicus USA

The White House confirmed, “More than 6 million workers received pay raises, bonuses, or increased retirement contributions thanks to the President’s tax cuts.”
The problem is that there are 157 million workers in the
workforce. The White House’s own numbers mean that
less than four percent of US workers saw a pay raise from the tax cuts.
“Either President Trump and his people don’t understand math, or they don’t think anyone else does,”
said Frank Clemente, executive director of Americans for Tax Fairness. “He’s bragging that just 4% of
workers got a pay raise from his tax cuts after promising corporations would give a $4,000 raise to every American family. Maybe he thought no one would notice, but polling shows the American people certainly notice that his tax cuts for the wealthy and big corporations left them out.”
Americans For Tax Fairness estimate that the pay raises cost corporations $7.1 billion compared to the
$1 trillion that they are getting tax cuts.
Trump’s poll numbers are plummeting despite a”booming” economy because the economy is booming
for the wealthy and corporations, but most workers are being left behind. `
If Democrats win back the White House and Senate while keeping the House, their first order of business should be repealing the Trump tax cut for the wealthy and corporations.
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Trump invents imaginary IRS rule as
excuse for not releasing his tax returns
BY: Sarah Jones, Politucus USA

Editor’s Note: There is no IRS rule that tax returns under
audit can’t be released, and indeed every president’s returns are audited and they have also released them.
WASHINGTON (Reuters) – U.S. President Donald
Trump on Wednesday held steady in his refusal to publicly release his tax returns, despite mounting pressure in Congress that is likely to spur a legal battle
for the documents to be disclosed.
Speaking to reporters at the White House, Trump said Americans did not care about the issue and that
his returns were being audited by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS), which tax and legal experts
have said does not prevent their release.
“I would love to give them, but I’m not going to do it while I’m under audit. It’s very simple,” Trump told
reporters.
Last week, the Democratic head of a powerful U.S. House committee asked the IRS for six years of
Trump’s personal and business tax returns, a long-awaited request that was expected to lead to a
lengthy court battle.
Democrats say that a provision in the IRS service code enacted in 1924 requires the Treasury Department secretary to turn over returns to the chairmen of the congressional tax committees who ask for
them for investigative purposes.
On Tuesday, Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said that Treasury Department lawyers had held
“informational” discussions with the White House about an expected request for the returns.
As a presidential candidate in 2016, Trump broke with a decades-old convention of releasing tax returns publicly.

Democrats say the request to see Trump’s tax documents is grounded in law and is needed, citing
Trump’s refusal to disclose his tax records or to recuse himself from his business interests. The latter
include golf courses, hotels and other properties which raise questions about the potential for conflicts
of interest.
Congressional Republicans oppose the effort, saying it would set a dangerous precedent by politicizing
the confidential tax documents of a U.S. citizen.
Legal experts have said that little case law would be available to guide judges if Congress were to take
the administration to court over Trump’s taxes.

Congratulations to our
2019 Marge Kinnan &
Shirley Snyder
Scholarship Winners
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Mueller Report leaves open possibility that Trump
obstructed justice

President Trump on Thursday claimed that Special Counsel Robert Mueller's report
into Russian meddling in the 2016 election proved there was "no collusion" and "no
obstruction," although the text of the report itself does not back up such claims. As
Mueller wrote in the report, which is now available to the public:
The evidence we obtained about the president's actions and intent presents
difficult issues that would need to be resolved if we were making a traditional prosecutorial judgment. At the same time, if we had confidence after a thorough investigation of the facts that the
president clearly did not commit obstruction of justice, we would so state. Based on the facts
and the applicable legal standards, we are unable to reach that judgment. [Department of Justice]
Other parts of the report also indicated that Mueller's team hesitated over the question of if Trump obstructed justice. Mueller wrote that after former FBI director James Comey was fired, "the president engaged in a
second phase of conduct involving public attacks on the investigation, non-public efforts to control it, and
efforts in both private and public to encourage witnesses not cooperate with the investigation."
The report is also clear to add that "no principle of law excludes public acts from the reach of the obstruction laws. If the likely effect of public acts is to influence witnesses or alter their testimony, the harm to the
justice system's integrity is the same." While that might seem straightforward, The Washington
Post explains Mueller's difficulty in reaching a conclusion: "The issue was complicated, [Mueller's report]
said, by two key issues — the fact that under department practice, a sitting president cannot be charged
with a crime, and that a president has a great deal of constitutional authority to give orders to other government employees." Read the public report in full here. Jeva Lange, The Week

Trump: 'Nobody disobeys my orders'
President Trump on Monday said "nobody disobeys" his orders after special counsel Robert Mueller wrote in his report that Trump attempted
to influence the Russia investigation but was unsuccessful because his
aides didn't follow his demands.
"Nobody disobeys my orders," Trump told reporters outside of the White
House at Monday's Easter Egg Roll.
Mueller report says President Trump's "efforts to influence the investigation were mostly unsuccessful"
because his aides refused to carry out his orders. https://t.co/BDjoNXiZIs
President Trump says, "Nobody disobeys my orders."
A redacted version Mueller's report, which was released Thursday, detailed several cases in which
Trump potentially obstructed justice.
But Mueller wrote that Trump's efforts "were mostly unsuccessful" in influencing the probe because
those around him "declined to carry out orders or accede to his requests."
“The President’s efforts to influence the investigation were mostly unsuccessful, but that is largely because the persons who surrounded the President declined to carry out orders or accede to his requests,"
the report reads.
In one instance, Trump in 2017 ordered then-White House counsel Don McGahn to remove
Mueller. McGahn refused, according to the report, which states that he decided "that he would resign rather than trigger what he regarded as a potential Saturday Night Massacre." By Michael Burke, The Hill
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Abbreviated Pundit Round-up: The case for
censuring Trump and excoriating Barr
Barr tried to exonerate Trump. That’s not how the special counsel
rules work.
The attorney general isn’t supposed to be rebutting the special counsel.

The point here is not to say that Trump obstructed justice or that he
should be impeached. Our concern is with law and process: Corrupt intent is a complex question, especially when evaluating the behavior of the president. But Barr has put
too much emphasis on whether there was an underlying Russia-related crime. That might be defensible
if he were Trump’s personal attorney, making the best case he could for his client. That’s not Barr’s role,
though. He’s the attorney general of the American people, and he’s been handed a report by a crack
prosecutorial team that lays out 10 instances in which Trump possibly obstructed justice. Barr shouldn’t
be offering a rebuttal. He should be offering the report to Congress — and then leaving it to lawmakers
to determine what comes next. BY: Greg Dworkin, Daily Kos
It is with great sadness
that we announce the
death of one of our
members, Lillie Covington. Lillie was a retired
educator with the Manatee County School
Board, servant t and
activist to the community. Lillie was also a
member of several
community organizations including St Mary
Missionary Baptist
Church, charter member of the Bradenton Alumnae
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Board of
Trustees of the Palmetto Youth Center and of
course the Democratic Women’s Club of Manatee

Available now to
order. Democratic

Women’s Club Tee
Shirts! Contact
Erika Lundquist at
440-384-0985 or
email her at
elund66@aol.com
to get yours!
Available in sizes small to 2x and they are
all cotton.

Priced at only $20 each

Here’s this months video for our members who receive their newsletter
via computer. “BEAUTIFUL WORLD“ By Don Caron
CLICK HERE TO WATCH DON CARON’S MUSIC VIDEO
“BEAUTIFUL WORLD”
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2018-2019

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President

440-384-0985

Erika Lundquist

elund66@aol.com

1st VP (Programs)

941-714-0839

Jami Heye

jheye@ix.netcom.com

2nd VP (Membership)

941-264-5355

Mary Young

marevegan@gmail.com

Recording Secretary

941-209-2096

Alysia Simms

alysia.simms@gmail.com

Treasurer

402-213- 0769

Joanie LeBaron

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com

Regional Representative

941.-748-8536

Mary Bass

marygbass@gmail.com

Fund-Raising

Pat Benson 941-758-4610
pattybenson43@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Sandra Gander 941-758-7187
san.gander@gmail.com

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters 941-753-9741
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy 941-758-5140
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle 941-755-7426
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin 941-545-5788
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental and Ricki Mazzullo 941-746-3471
Legislative Liaison Ricki.Mazzullo@yandex.com

Websites
DWC of Manatee County Website: DWCManatee.com

Corresponding
Secretary

Vicki Wayman 941-567-6695
VickiWaman@tampabay.rr.com

Manatee County Democrats Website:

Bylaws Chair

Mary Duda 941-708-0713
mcmduda@aol.com

ManateeCountyDemocrates.com
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Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Mary 1st DWC Board Meeting 5-7 pm
May 5th Precincts Meeting 2-4 pm
May 8th Democratic Progressives Caucus Meeting 7– 8:30 pm
May 14th DWC Lunch 11:30 am
May 14th LWR Club presents Dr Dale Anderson

May 16th Manatee LGBTA Caucus 6-8 pm
May 16th Manatee County Democratic Club Lunch 11:30
May 16th Democratic Envioromental Caucus 6-7:30 pm
You can get check for time, location, and other events by
going to our Manatee County Democratic website at
www.ManateeDemocrats.com
Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Donald Trump (R)
www.whitehouse.gov

202-456-1414
(switchboard) 202-456-1111

Bill Galvano (R-Distr. 21)

850-487-5026

Galvano.Bill.web@flsenate.gov

941-741-3401

OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES
U.S. SENATORS
Rick Scott (R)
help@rickscott.senate.gov

Wengay Newton (D-Distr. 70)

(202) 224-5274

941.727.2042

Newt.newton@myfloridahouse.gov
Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

Will Robinson (R-Distr. 71)
Will.robinson@myfloridahouse.gov

U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)
www.Buchanan.house.gov

202-225-5015
941-747-9081

Tommy Gregory (R-Distr. 73)
Tommy.gregory@myfloridahouse.gov

GOVERNOR
Ron DeSantis (R)

941.708.4968

850-717-9337

www.flgov.com/email-the-governor/
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850-717-5073

