DWC

FEB 2022
NEWSLETTER

DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY FLORIDA

Our February speaker is Dan Coppinger,
vice-president of membership and programming, for the Manatee County LGBT+ Club
and vice-president of external affairs, for
the Manatee County Democratic Party. Dan
will give us an inside look at the LGBT+ and
share with us we can help them fight for
causes that are important to us as Democrats. Joining Dan will be Kathy and Tim
Eislee, two very successful precinct captains, who will speak briefly about the importance of becoming a precinct captain.
Here in Florida, Dan has served as treasurer of the Board for the Island Players Community Theater in Anna Maria Island and as
housing coordinator for Florida Assertive
Community Treatment Team in Sarasota.
He created the curriculum for a program at
Centerstone of Florida that spoke to the
Opioid Crisis in Manatee County and he
has been with the Manatee County Democratic Party since 2010.

WWW.DWCManatee.com

February Speaker

Dan Coppinger

DWC Luncheon
February 10th 11:30 am
Please Note Our New DATE, NEW
VENUE, LOWER PRICE!
Peridia Golf & Country Club
4950 Peridia Blvd E, Bradenton, FL 34203
Meal Choices are on the next page

Please remember to
pay your 2022 DWC
annual dues. The
cost is $25 for the
year. You can pay in
person or mail your
check to
Nancy Hadley
5613 Key Largo Court

Please make your reservations and meal
choice by February 4th.

Bradenton, FL 34203

Call Joanie LeBaron at 941.243.0169
joanielebaron0108@gmail.com
Cost is $20
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February President’s Letter
It’s ugly. It’s disgusting and we need to fight. No, I’m not talking about a bad
meal, or bad weather, or anything else that may be bad in your life. I’m talking about what the Republican controlled legislature is doing.
First, re-districting. The proposed re-districting map is not designed to account for growth or loss of populations. It is a vehicle for Republicans to lump
Democrats into overlapping districts, potentially forcing elections Democrat
vs Democrat. Not a single Republican has been moved in such a way.
Then there is SB 280, which has been called the “Mother of All Preemption Bills” or a “trial lawyer’s dream.” Basically, it takes away control from local governments and gives it to the state. Local government is the closest to the people in our counties and cities. Intrusion into local affairs by
politicians is not acceptable.
Then there is the anti gay/lesbian transgender bill and who can forget the anti abortion bill.
I could go on and on, but you get the picture. If it helps Republicans and the expense pf ordinary
people, it’s the right thing to do.
It’s time for all Democrats to unite and work together to save what is left of Florida as we know it
today. Joanie LeBaron, President
Please select from the following meal choices:
#1 Harvest Salad. Romaine and Spring Mix with crisp julienne apples, sweet dried cranberries, walnuts, seedless
grapes with a walnut vinaigrette dressing. This meal is vegan
and gluten free.
#2 Philly Cheese Steak. Shaved Prime Rib, peppers, onions, mushrooms and provolone on a French style. Baguette, with fresh fruit
#3 Chicken Salad Croissant. Served with fresh fruit.
All meals come with rolls and butter, non-alcoholic beverage of your choice and cookies.
Deadline for Reservations is February 5th. Last day to cancel your reservation is February 8 th. No
shows will be billed.
Cost is $20 cash or check
Please reserve with Joanie LeBaron, 941-243-0169, or joanielebaron0108@gmail.com.

Why Are You Billed for Lunches? It’s Our Policy
When you make your reservation for our monthly luncheon meeting, you are
making a commitment to attend and your name is added to the reservation
count we report to Peridia. If you do not cancel your lunch reservation by the
RSVP deadline, DWC is committed to paying. DWC only makes $1 on each
meal. Imagine the financial toll if 3 people do not cancel!
Luncheon cost $20
RSVP Deadline is noon on the Friday before the luncheon
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Blue Wave Coalition
Manasota Is Forming!
Indivisible East Manatee and Action
Together Suncoast together with several Democratic clubs and caucuses
have just formed Blue Wave Coalition Manasota based on a very successful model created by an Indivisible group elsewhere in Florida. That group
was tremendously successful in increasing voter turn out and getting progressive
candidates elected in 2018. We are using their model to replicate those results here
in 2020!
Blue Wave Coalitions are forming around the state. Their power is in getting leaders
from several issue and resistance groups as well as DEM clubs & caucuses to mobilize
their members in order attain specific goals based on county voting data.
On Feb. 16th, Blue Wave Coalition Manasota will host the 1st of 5 large “Voter Outreach Parties” in precincts identified as having the largest number of voters “at high
risk of not voting.”
Please sign up yourself--and then share this information & the attachment on
your Facebook page, on your social media and with everyone on your email
list who is interested in electing PROGRESSIVES in November!!
PLEASE SIGN UP AT: Blue Wave Out Reach Sign Up

The Democratic Women’s Club of Florida
Annual Convention & PerSister’s Rally
April 28 -May 1, 2022

Rosen Centre, Orlando Florida
This year’s convention will be in person! So far, the speakers will include:
Manny Diaz, Florida Democratic Party Chair
Jerry Demings, Orange County Mayor
David Pepper, author and former Ohio State Democratic Chair
Gail Buckner, president of the National Federation of Democratic Women
Deadline to book rooms at a special rate of $119 per night is March 30. The rooms can be a single
or two beds for two people.
Cost for the total meal package is $270 although you can purchase tickets for specific meals
We have money in our treasury to help people attending with their expenses. However, we
need to know if you would like to attend. Please email Joanie LeBaron,
joanielebaron0108@gmail.com, or call at 941 243 0169 by February 28th to reserve your spot.
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House panel advances bill withholding Superintendent salaries
for schools that don’t meet
safety standards

tricts have not complied with current state school
safety requirements that were established in
2018.

“It’s not that there’s one district that has not complied, it’s just they haven’t complied fully,” HawThe legislation builds on the Marjory Stoneman Douglas kins, the bill sponsor, explained. “This bill tries to
bring that forth, to set standards and rules in
Public Safety Act.
place that all school districts will apply.”
School superintendents would have their salaries
withheld if the school districts they
Democratic Rep. Christine Hunoversee or the charter schools unschofsky, who was Mayor of
der their jurisdiction are not comParkland at the time of the MSD
plying with state school safety reshooting, had some questions
quirements, according to legislaabout whether superintendents
tion that advanced Tuesday.
really have the authority to enforce charter schools’ compliance
The bill (HB 1421) aims, broadly,
with the law. She said the law
to build on the Marjory Stoneman
already mandates that superinDouglas Public Safety Act,
tendents face consequences for
passed in the wake of Florida’s
school districts not complying with school safety
worst school shooting. It looks to make the act’s requirements.
procedures more transparent and more specific.
The House Early Learning & Elementary Edu- “I just want to make sure whatever is being recation Subcommittee approved the bill Tuesquired of public schools is also required of charday, 12-3.
ters,” Hunschofsky said.
A similar measure (SB 802) is also advancing
Hawkins said superintendents do have some auwith bipartisan support in the Senate. It’s due for thority over the charters and should exercise it.
a hearing before the Senate Appropriations Sub“The superintendents and the school districts apcommittee on Education on Wednesday.
prove charters, so they have a responsibility to
The House sponsor, Republican Rep. Fred
oversee charters,” Hawkins said. But he then inHawkins, highlighted the bill’s requirement that dicated a willingness to adjust.
school districts and charter school governing
“I’m willing to listen to you if we can come up
boards have a plan that draws from student information and notification systems in their official with a different set of language that could apply,”
plans for reunifying families in the event schools he said.
are shut down due to some emergency. He
Later, Hunschofsky said she thinks the legislapointed out the bill would also require that:
tion will be a good addition to current regulations,
— School safety and environmental data is re- especially the way it improves procedures for
how school districts plan to reunify parents with
ported in a uniform format that is easy to read.
students after an emergency evacuation.
— All safe school officers complete mental
health crisis and intervention training, not just “Reunification can be a very traumatizing experience for everyone involved,” she said. “In the
school resource officers.
case of Stoneman Douglas … when the shooting
— Law enforcement responsible for responding happened at 2:21 p.m., it was still 11:30 at night,
to an emergency be physically present during midnight, where parents were still awaiting notifiactive assailant drills.
cations.
— The state Board of Education sets the timing “At a time when you’re traumatized and grieving
and frequency of emergency drills.
as it is, anything that can be done to make that
process less traumatic is a good thing,” she said.
Democratic Rep. Patricia HawkinsWilliams wanted to know how many school dis- BY: Anne Geggis, Florida Politics
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'Perfect leader': Woman takes
command of USS Constitution
Women have assumed leadership positions throughout the Navy, so it was only fitting that a woman for the first time Friday
took command of the U.S.S. Constitution — the Navy's most
historic vessel.
Cmdr. Billie J. Farrell, 39, during a ceremony that started on
land and ended on board, became the 77th commanding officer
of the 224-year-old warship that earned the nickname Old Ironsides when British cannonballs bounced off its hull during the
War of 1812.
“Of course, in our modern Navy, women have already commanded at all levels, but not this ship,
the public's most accessible commissioned vessel, America's naval heritage," Rear Adm. Shoshana
Chatfield, president of the Naval War College in Newport, Rhode Island, said during the ceremony
at Boston's Charlestown Navy Yard.
Farrell's appointment is an inspiration to others, she said.
“I can only hope that a new generation of people are inspired by seeing a woman as the captain of
our ship of state, recognizing that for them too, there is no limit to what they can accomplish,” Chatfield said.
Secretary of the Navy Carlos Del Toro said during the ceremony that Farrell, who most recently
served as the executive officer aboard the guided missile cruiser U.S.S. Vicksburg, is “the perfect
leader to take command of this historic ship at this historic time.”
The significance of the command was not lost on Farrell, who was a teenager in 1998 when her
family visited the ship, which is one of Boston's most popular attractions with about 500,000 tourists
annually.
“Any person that walks on the decks of the ship is immediately standing on the page of history itself," said the native of Paducah, Kentucky, and 2004 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy. “She
also serves as a somber reminder of those that gave the ultimate sacrifice on her decks to create
the nation that we know today. Her name carries the weight of the document to which we are all familiar, and to which all members of the armed services swear an oath to support and defend.”
Farrell relieved Cmdr. John Benda, who had led the ship’s crew since February 2020.
The Constitution is the world’s oldest commissioned warship still afloat. It played a crucial role in
the Barbary Wars and the War of 1812 and defended sea lanes from 1797 until 1855. The ship was
undefeated in battle and destroyed or captured 33 opposing vessels.
Today, it is crewed by about 80 active-duty sailors, about a third of whom are women.
The first woman to serve on the Constitution’s crew was Rosemarie Lanam in 1986. The first woman to serve as a commissioned officer on the ship was Lt. Cmdr. Claire Bloom, who served as executive officer and led the 1997 sail, the first time Old Ironsides had sailed under her own power
since 1881.
BY: Mark Pratt, Associated Press
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February since.

Black History Month

WHAT IT HONORS
Every February, people in the United
States celebrate the achievements and Black History Month was created to focus athistory of African Americans as part of tention on the contributions of African AmeriBlack History Month.
cans to the United States. It honors all Black

HOW IT STARTED
In 1915, in response to the lack of information
on the accomplishments of Black people available to the public, historian Carter G. Woodson
co-founded the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History. In 1926, the group declared the second week of February as “Negro
History Week” to recognize the contributions of
African Americans to U.S. history. Few people
studied Black history and it wasn't included in
textbooks prior to the creation of Negro History
Week.

This week was chosen because it includes the
birthdays of both Frederick Douglass, an abolitionist (someone who wanted to end the practice of enslaving people), and former U.S. president Abraham Lincoln. President Lincoln led
the United States during the Civil War, which
was primarily fought over the enslavement of
Black people in the country. Many schools and
leaders began recognizing the week after its
creation.
The week-long event officially became Black
History Month in 1976 when U.S. president
Gerald Ford extended the recognition to “honor
the too-often neglected accomplishments of
Black Americans in every area of endeavor
throughout our history.” Black History Month
has been celebrated in the United States every

people from all periods of U.S. history, from the
enslaved people first brought over from Africa
in the early 17th century to African Americans
living in the United States today.
Among the notable figures often spotlighted
during Black History Month are Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., who fought for equal rights for
Blacks during the 1950s and ’60s; Thurgood
Marshall, the first African-American justice appointed to the United States Supreme Court in
1967; Mae Jemison, who became the first female African-American astronaut to travel to
space in 1992; and Barack Obama, who was
elected the first-ever African-American president of the United States in 2008.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH TODAY
Since the first Negro History Week in 1926, other countries have joined the United States in
celebrating Black people and their contribution
to history and culture, including Canada,
the United Kingdom, Germany, and
the Netherlands.

Today Black History Month continues the discussion of Black people and their contributions
through activities such as museum exhibits and
film screenings, and by encouraging the study
of achievements by African Americans yearround.
BY: KAY BOATNER, National Geographic

New DWC First Vice President
Eillie Billops has stepped down from her leadership position to devote more time to her family. Eille will still be a
member, just not as a board member.
We are delighted to announce that Ruth Lawler will join
us in May to serve as acting first vice president/
programming for May and June. Jami Heye will join us in
September for acting first vice president/programming for
September through November. That will give the nominating committee plenty of time to find a
permanent replacement for 2023.
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Welcome To #TruthBeToldCampaign
After unprecedented global protests for racial justice that followed
the killings of George Floyd and Breonna Taylor, right-wing
groups across America instigated and intensified well-funded, orchestrated disinformation campaigns against critical race theory,
intersectionality, and other forms of racial and gender justice discourse. Starting with Donald Trump’s Equity Gag Order banning
federal agencies, contractors, and grant recipients from conducting trainings and programs that address systemic racism and
sexism, this campaign has now morphed into a full-on war
against racial and gender justice itself.
Since its rescission at the federal level, the Equity Gag Order
has since metastasized at the state and local level. Under the
Trojan horse of opposing an invented caricature of “critical race theory,” at least sixteen states (AL,
AR, AZ, FL, GA, IA, ID, MT, ND, NH, OK, SC, TN, TX, UT, VA) have fully passed racial and gender
equity prohibitions while at least 15 others are actively considering them. In addition, similar copycat bills have been introduced by Republicans in Congress.
Across the country, this moral panic over what and how we learn about history has led
to teachers being fired and courses canceled. Parents have been deceived, tensions have been
stoked, and over a half century of efforts to amend the misleading narratives about our history
are being reversed. If you marched last year for George Floyd and Breonna Taylor, if your eyes
were opened by what you have seen and learned about race and racism in our society, if you have
witnessed the value of anti-racist education in your own and in your children’s lives, then don’t be
confused by the lies.
As of MLK Day 2022, January 17th, thirty states have introduced some form of gag order measure
with respect to racial justice, critical race theory, and the teaching of racial injustice in American history, with sixteen states having fully passed some version of them.
Thirty states have introduced some form of gag order with
respect to teaching Critical Race Theory or concepts related to gender justice and equality among sexes. Nine
states have introduced legislation to specifically ban teaching the New York Times’ 1619 Project, and six have introduced bills either imposing “patriotic education” or demanding access to public schools for “patriotic youth societies”.
Following the blueprint of Trump’s EO 13950, eleven
states have introduced equity gag orders that prohibit equity trainings for government entities, workforces, contractors, and grant recipients. Meanwhile twenty-nine
states have introduced equity gag bills targeting public
schools (many of which also apply to universities and colleges). Montana has even gone as far as to make teaching
“divisive concepts” related to systemic racism grounds for
human rights complaints.
BY: THE AFRICAN AMERICAN POLICY FORUM

Take a few minutes and watch this short video which explains Critical Race Theory.
What is 'critical race theory?
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Now that we are meeting in person again, please remember our
charities, The Daily Bread, Healthy Start, and The Bethesda
House. The Daily Bread needs our food contributions, such as
dried beans, oatmeal, canned meats and vegetables, cereal and
more. Healthy Start needs baby supplies for struggling Mothers
such as diapers, formula, powder, and clothing to name just a
few. The Bethesda House is in need of toiletries for both men
and women. Please be generous to these wonderful organizations by bringing your donations to
our luncheon. Together we can make a difference.

In Memory of Sharon Davie
It is with greatest sadness that we inform you of the passing of
Sharon Davie. Sharon was a dedicated and vibrant member of
the DWC for many years and will be dearly missed. Sharon
was very active in the Democratic circles in fighting for the
common person and equality for all.
Please keep Sharon’s family in your thoughts during this very
difficult time.

SAVE THE DATE!

Help Us With The Annual Marge
Kinnan and Shirley Snyder
Scholarship Silent Auction

DWC’s Scholarship Fundraiser
Tuesday March 8, 2022, 11:00 am

We need items for our Silent Auction

Palm Aire Country Club

Many of our members will be making baskets,
which you can choose any theme. Some suggestions are a movie night, kitchen items, or beach
accessories. Please make the basket for $50 and
under.

5601 Country Club Way,
Sarasota, FL 34243
After a 2-year hiatus, we’re finally having
an in-person fundraiser. Fabulous menu,
silent auction, and much, much more.

Another idea is to approach businesses that you
frequent for gift certificates.

Please see the attached flyer and make

Don’t forget to invite your friends to attend.

your reservation now.

Like many African American spirituals, the song “Oh Freedom” has more than one meaning. It refer to
freedom in the world to come after death and celebrates their new freedom in the here and now. In the
1950s and 1960s, the song was commonly sung as part of the Civil Rights Movement. “The Rosa Parks
Song” sung by Troublesome Twentieth Century celebrating the beginning of the Civil Rights Movement.

Oh Freedom

The Rosa Parks Song
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2018-2019

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President
Joanie LeBaron

Pat Benson
pattybeenutty@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Open

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental

Mary Bass
marygbass@gmail.com

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs For May & June
Ruth Lawler

ruthlawler@att.net

2nd VP (Membership)
Christine Fletcher

cfletcher19521952@gmail.com

Recording Secretary
Patti Boynton

pboynton5@gmail.com

Treasurer
Nancy Hadley

hadleyn1@iclloud.com

Regional Representative

Mary Duda

Fund-Raising

Legislative Liaison Patty Benson
pattybeenutty@gmail.com

mcmduda@aol.com

Website Links

Corresponding
Secretary

Mary Duda
mcmduda@aol.com

Bylaws Chair

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

DWC of Manatee County Website
Manatee County Democratic Website
Democratic Women’s Club of Florida
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Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

FOR IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Most Democrat Clubs and Caucuses have canceled their
meetings or are having zoom meetings. To check status,
times, and dates of events and club meetings, please visit our
Manatee County Democratic website at
www.ManateeDemocrats.com.

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Joseph Biden
www.whitehouse.gov

Jim Boyd (R-Distr. 21)
switchboard) 202-456-1111

Boyd.Jim.web@flsenate.gov

U.S. SENATORS
Rick Scott (R)
help@rickscott.senate.gov

850.487.5026

OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES
Michele Rayner (D-Distr.70)

(202) 224-5274

727.892.2468

Rayner.Michele@myfloridahouse.gov
Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

Will Robinson (R-Distr. 71)
Will.robinson@myfloridahouse.gov

U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)
www.Buchanan.house.gov

202-225-5015
941-747-9081

Tommy Gregory (R-Distr. 73)
Tommy.gregory@myfloridahouse.gov

GOVERNOR
Ron DeSantis (R)

941.708.4968

850-717-9337

www.flgov.com/email-the-governor/
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941.708.5660

