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Isaiah 42:5–9
5 Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: 6 I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 7  to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 8 I am the Lord; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 9 See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.

Acts 10:34–38 
34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism 35 but accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right. 36 You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached— 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.

In our passage from Isaiah, we hear words introducing and explaining who, and what, God is, and what is God’s relationship to humans. He is writing to his fellow Jews in the Babylonian exile, perhaps 40 or 45 years after the Exile began. This author we call Second Isaiah because he never gives his name, but his material has been added into the already existing book of Isaiah, from the named figure Isaiah ben Amoz who lived 170 years earlier. Second Isaiah gives words of comfort, remembrance, and encouragement to remind the Jews of God’s love.
He has God introduce himself as the one who created the heavens and the earth, and gave spirit to the people who walk upon it. This time is about 600 years before Pentecost, so it is not the Pentecost spirit, but a different spirit given by God that indwells all those who walk upon the earth. People have always had an indwelling spark of the divine, and they probably had some idea of that, even though there is not much written about it in the Old Testament, though there is the proverb that says “The spirit of man is the lamp of the Lord, searching all his inmost parts” (Prov 20:27 RSV). Just know that people of Old Testament times, and people of other religions, have always had a spirit of God within them. This is why we say that everyone is a child of God, because they have this spiritual gift from God.
The character to whom Isaiah has God speaking is called “the Servant” (42:1), and he is given a tremendous mission. God has given him “as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness” (42:7). The covenant is the agreement between God and the people, and here the Servant stands in as though he were the covenant. The reference to freeing prisoners could refer to people literally held prisoner in Babylon, though most of the Jews had found jobs there, and were not in prison. But it could also refer to this Servant of the Lord freeing people from mental bondage, or soul bondage, people who were captured by fear or were living by narrow thinking and degraded beliefs. And those “who sit in darkness” could also refer to Gentiles. When this character, the unnamed Servant, comes, everything will be changed. Gentiles will be given light and truth. “New things I now declare,” says the Lord (42:9). Isaiah doesn’t use the word “Messiah,” but Christians have long read this as a messianic passage, foretelling the ministry of Jesus.
For, aren’t all these the things that Jesus did?—releasing people from fear; from shame; releasing those imprisoned by degraded beliefs; or by feeling they were unclean or unwanted? Aren’t those the real prisoners, the ones whom Jesus did release from fear, shame, and contempt? And wasn’t he the real “light to the nations,” ready to save all people: like the Syro-phoenician woman’s daughter, the Roman centurion’s servant, the Gerasene demoniac, and the Greek enquirers? As Peter said in his speech, “Jesus Christ is Lord of all” (10:36). 
At the end of the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus tells the disciples to “go forth and make disciples of all nations” (Matt 28:19). The cat is out of the bag. Jesus will be including Gentiles in his heavenly family, and they need to be included in his earthly family, too. This was a big deal, and not all Jewish Christians were ready for this. The people of these times were very closely identified with their ethnic groups, and considered their own group special. Now they have to be ready to embrace anyone in fellowship.
Peter, in this speech from Acts, emphasizes how Jesus went about doing good, healing and releasing people from the power of the devil, accepting people from any nation, anyone who was willing to come forward and seek what is good and right (spiritually), Peter says. The text goes on to say that he and his fellow Jewish Christians were amazed when they saw that many Gentiles had received the Spirit (10:45), and this does refer to the Jesus Spirit poured out on Pentecost. So, even the apostles carried a strong nationalistic concept and were surprised that anyone else would receive the Spirit. I guess we all can learn something new!
Isaiah speaks of God putting spirit into the mortals who walk the earth. Peter talks of the Spirit poured out on Gentiles. I agree with what Paul says in Galatians 3 (Gal 3:8, 14), that God always intended to save the whole human race. For a time, under the law of Moses, Jews thought they were the only ones to be saved, but this was never the case. They were being prepared, long in advance, to be the incubator for the World Messiah. But when the Messiah Jesus came, he ministered to Jew and Gentile alike, and the Pentecost Spirit was poured out on all humans who had any hunger for truth, who were seekers of the Spirit.
Of course, the Jewish tradition provided plenty of evidence that God intended to save all people. One of the early blessings to Abraham had said “in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (Gen 12:3). Second Isaiah had said “All the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God” (52:10). Third Isaiah had said “I am coming to gather all nations and all tongues” (66:18). A psalm—in fact, the very psalm that Jesus quoted while on the cross—had said “All the families of the nations shall worship before him” (22:27). A line in the Gospel of John says Jesus will “gather into one the dispersed children of God” (John 11:52). 
These are promises yet to be fulfilled, the full gathering in, but they show God’s intent. In every age and in every moment, we are given the choice to receive the message of the Spirit and act upon it, to share God’s love with those around us. “Behold I stand at the door and knock, and if any man hears my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him and will sup with him and he with me” (Rev 3:20). Seek and ye shall find God’s love is unceasing and Jesus is ready to be your guide.

