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Now, the evidence will show that James Bulger was never an informant for John Connolly.  James Bulger is of Irish descent, and the worst thing that an Irish person could consider doing was becoming an informant.  
Bulger also gave money to state and local police, and he did that consistently.  Jim Bulger did this because he wanted information.  James Bulger was involved in criminal activities in Boston.  He was involved in illegal gaming, meaning selling football cards or other betting games and collecting the proceeds, which is illegal.  It’s called, in the business, bookmaking.  He also lent money to people at very high rates.  It’s called loan-sharking.  He was involved in drug dealing. 
In order to protect this business, he wanted to  pay for information and receive it from corrupt law enforcement officers.
Ladies and gentlemen, I tell you this history from the early ’70s until the mid-‘90s because this was how James Bulger was able to do illegal gambling, make illegal loans, be involved in drug trafficking and extortion of people, and never, ever be charged, but make millions upon millions upon millions of dollars doing so.
He settled in California, living openly in plain sight for the next 16 years while those former FBI agents pretended to look for him.
At this point, so many years had gone by that it’s fair to say that Stevie Flemmi thought he’d never see Bulger again.  And what Stevie Flemmi decided to do was start blaming Jim Bulger for crimes that Stevie Flemmi himself had carried out.
What the evidence will show is that Bulger is a person who had an unbelievably lucrative criminal enterprise in Boston.  He was making millions and millions of dollars.  He had people on the local police, the State Police, and especially the federal law enforcement on his payroll.
At the end of this case, I’ll be asking you this question:  Given these three individuals, given their backgrounds, given their character, if that was all you knew, would you believe them beyond a reasonable doubt? But when you add to the recipe the unbelievable incentives the prosecution has given these three men so that they will testify in the manner that the government wants and John Connolly and Jim Bulger, do you believe them beyond a reasonable doubt?  This process may be a pretty good recipe to get testimony, but it’s an unreliable recipe to get the truth.	
