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Last week, I met with a representative from GFS, the investment group that
currently holds the Ocean Mall lease. The following progress has been made
since that last meeting:
•Pressure cleaning, graffiti removal, window coverings and landscaping have
occurred on the Mall property.
•G
 FS has hired a full-time onsite maintenance team to manage the
property. They will be on site from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., daily.
•GFS has recently received 20 inquiries from possible tenants and they are
currently negotiating several new leases. Good prospects that I think you’ll
be happy to visit. One inquiry I found curious was a prospect interested in
renting 10,000 square feet on the second floor above Wingz.
On Tuesday, August 26, a permit request was filed to begin construction on the
vacant site. Per a standing agreement with the City, GFS must construct the
building by June 2015.
Most importantly, GFS is negotiating the sale of the Ocean Mall lease with
a former Singer Island resident who is a New York City-based real estate
developer and investor. It is my hope that the deal closes in the Fall and we can
start hosting activities throughout the area.

Landscaping, Garden Club
I do hope you like the new landscaping
that has been planted in the medians
(see photo, right)! I think they add that
‘pop’ of color that was so desperately
needed. The City’s Department of Public
Works did an absolutely fantastic job and,
if you see any of them out there working,
please say thanks. The crew takes pride in
maintaining all of the medians throughout
the City.

During the August 20 City Council meeting, there was a public hearing about the
development plan from 7-Eleven Corp. to build a store on the corner of Broadway
and Blue Heron Boulevard. The .88-acre site sits on the northeast corner of Blue
Heron—the old Community Savings/Bank Atlantic/BB & T bank building. Before
the vote, I heard from a handful of Singer Island residents—some in favor, a few
opposed, many telling me to do what I thought was right. The residents on the
mainland who contacted me voiced concerns about crime and the desire to have
a Chili’s, an Applebee’s or a Macy’s at the site, as would I. But the parcel is so
small—less than an acre—that parking would be an issue.
I voted to allow the retailer to build because presently, the bank is vacant, the
site is very dark at night, and criminals have been attracted to the area because
of it. I have always believed that development will push out the bad element and
attract new investors. There were several concerns from Councilmembers:
• Traffic. There was fear that the large fuel and delivery trucks servicing the
store would have difficulty accessing the location. Store executives assured
us they would be increasing the turning radius. Some had an issue with the
potential of increased traffic on Blue Heron heading east but I pointed out
that I’d rather sit through two traffic lights than be surrounded by criminal
activity.

New median landscaping on A1A.

•C
 rime. Though criminal behavior is an issue at the current site and on 27th
Street, especially at night, 7-Eleven agreed to employ armed security officers
in the evening through early morning for nine months, and then re-evaluate
in partnership with City officials. It also agreed to provide an area inside the
store for our police officers to use while on duty. City code disallows beer,
wine and alcohol sales between 2am - 7am. Store officials took it a step
further and agreed not to sell alcoholic beverages after 11pm. Instead, there
was a push from Council for 24-hour armed security guards in perpetuity.

And make sure you check out the new
bench at Fire Station #4 (see photo, right),
from which you can watch the sun set over
the Intracoastal!
I am still looking to implement a Garden
Club on the Island. Please contact me
if you are interested. Thus far, I have
only heard from two residents! Perhaps
when many of you return to your piece of
paradise, you will get involved.

Property as it stands now at 2600 Broadway.

New bench at Fire Station #4.

FY 2014-2015 Budget
I have made reducing the millage rate a priority during our budget workshop
sessions. I believe we have support to accomplish this—even as we attempt to
work on projects that had to be set aside during the six-year downturn in the
real estate market. For the first time in more than five years, we were able to
give our employees a much-deserved salary increase.
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For Singer Island, we have budgeted funds for beach re-nourishment, a new
north-end entrance sign, replacement of the trellises at the Ocean Mall Beach
Park and upgrading of our main pump station. We have also added a few
workers to Public Works who will be responsible for landscape maintenance on
A1A, among other tasks. As you may recall, there were many complaints about
the private company that we’d contracted with for this work. Our crew takes
over in the fall.

The Council voted 4-1 not to approve the development plan. I was the lone
dissenter. Besides issues of traffic and crime, there were other arguments made—
such as that 7-Eleven is not good for any city, proven by protests held around
the country, and that a conspiracy existed between the developers and our staff.
Again, my vote was to move forward with putting a new retailer on Broadway
and to reassess security needs after nine months. I still don’t understand why
businesses coming into our City automatically become responsible for crime that
long plagued a given area. Though the proposal didn’t pass, I felt it important that
you know why I voted for this proposal, despite the site’s small footprint.

Legislative Activities
I recently had the privilege of hosting
Congressman Patrick Murphy on a boat
tour of our working waterfront. We also
floated along the coast so that he could
see the new armoring from the shoreline.

Police Sub-Station
The CRA continues to survey possible sub-station sites. In the meantime, the
Ambassador Program has begun. Young men and women in bright yellow and
blue shirts are now deployed around the CRA area—including throughout the
Mall and along the Blue Heron Bridge. Their duties include reporting suspicious
activity to police, escorting patrons to their cars and maintaining CRA property.

Rep. Murphy and supporters.

I also hosted Governor Rick Scott a few
weeks ago. The Governor continues to
be a supporter of our working waterfront
plans and continues to pledge his
support to our City: he visited us four
times during his first term! That says a
lot.

Demolition
Over the summer, the City closed on the Max & Eddie’s building and the old
Buddy’s Café building. At 5 p.m. on September 18, please join us as we demolish
these buildings. The short-term plan is to illuminate the site and repave the
property behind the alley as overflow parking. The long-term plan is to construct a
parking garage.

FEMA Flood Maps

Gov. Scott and supporters.

All open houses will be held between 4 and 7 p.m.; these are the dates and locations:

Flood maps show the extent to which areas are at risk for flooding and are used
to help determine flood insurance and building requirements. I encourage you
to look at newly revised preliminary flood insurance rate maps for Palm Beach
County at any one of four open houses during the week of September 8. Our
City Engineer, Peter Ringle, has been on the Flood Map Committee and will
participate in the West Palm Beach and Jupiter sessions. Also, he and I will
host a community meeting in late fall/early winter to explain what these maps
mean to Riviera Beach residents.

Monday, Sept. 8, 2014—Boynton Beach
Boynton Beach City Library
208 S. Seacrest Boulevard

Wednesday, Sept. 10—Belle Glade
Belle Glade Civic Center
725 N.W. 4th Street

Tuesday, Sept. 9—West Palm Beach
Palm Beach County
Hearing Room Chamber
2300 N. Jog Road

Thursday, Sept. 11—Jupiter
Jupiter Community Center
200 Military Trail

Thank you again for giving me the opportunity to serve you. Though at times
it is frustrating, the progress that has been made during my six years as
your representative keeps me going. Our work is far from done.
Dawn S. Pardo
Council Chair Pro-Tem, District 4

