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EVENING PRAYER 
Vespers 

April 9, 2025 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
The SERVICE OF LIGHT may be used to begin Evening Prayer. The service may 
be begun with a procession in which a large, lighted candle is carried to its stand 
in front of the congregation. 
 
Stand 
L Behold, now is the acceptable time; 
C now is the day of salvation. 
 
L Turn us again, O God of our salvation, 
C that the light of your face may shine on us. 
 
L May your justice shine like the sun, 
C and may the poor be lifted up. 
 
As the hymn (printed on the next page) is sung, the candles on and near the altar 
are lighted. When the large candle is used, the candles are lighted from its flame. 
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The thanksgiving concludes the Service of Light. 
 
L The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
L Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
L Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led your people 

Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night: Enlighten our 
darkness by the light of your Christ; may his Word be a lamp to our feet and 
a light to our path; for you are merciful, and you love your whole creation, 
and we, your creatures, glorify you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 
Kneel/Sit 
The PSALMODY begins with this song for forgiveness and protection. 
C Let my prayer rise before you as incense;  
  the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
 O Lord, I call to you; come to me quickly;  
  hear my voice when I cry to you. 
 Let my prayer rise before you as incense;  
  the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
 Set a watch before my mouth, O Lord,  
  and guard the door of my lips. 
 Let not my heart incline to any evil thing;  
  let me not be occupied in wickedness with evildoers. 
 But my eyes are turned to you, Lord God;  
  in you I take refuge. Strip me not of my life. 
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 Let my prayer rise before you as incense;  
  the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
Silence for meditation. 
L Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before you, O Lord, and let 

your lovingkindness descend upon us, that with purified minds we may sing 
your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host, and may 
glorify you forever and ever.  

C Amen 
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Stand 
THE HYMN is sung. 
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Sit 
PSALM 126 (The congregation’s antiphon/refrain is printed in bold font.) 
 
C The Lord delivers us from the power of darkness, 

And leads us into the kingdom of his Son.  
 

L 1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
 then were we like those who dream. 
2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 
 and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
 

C The Lord delivers us from the power of darkness, 
And leads us into the kingdom of his Son.  
 

L 3 Then they said among the nations, 
 “The Lord has done great things for them.” 
4 The Lord has done great things for us, 
 and we are glad indeed. 
 

C The Lord delivers us from the power of darkness, 
And leads us into the kingdom of his Son.  
 

L 5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord,  
 like the watercourses of the Negev.  
6 Those who sowed with tears  
 will reap with songs of joy.  
7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,  
 will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.  
 

C The Lord delivers us from the power of darkness, 
And leads us into the kingdom of his Son.  

 
After this the leader continues: 
 
L In many and various ways God spoke to his people of old by the prophets. 
C But now in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son. 
 
Stand 
The GOSPEL CANTICLE (printed on the next page) is sung. 
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Kneel/Stand 
The LITANY is sung or said.  
 
L In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For our pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the 

people, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For our public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that 

they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and 

every place, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 

congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present 
who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for 

peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
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L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray 

to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
L For the faithful who have gone before us and are at rest, let us give thanks to 

the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  
 
L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 
Silence for meditation. 
 
L Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one 

another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord. 
C To you, O Lord. 
 
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 

works: Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, 
that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments; and also that we, 
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God forever. (255) 

C Amen 
 
L Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever. Amen 
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Stand 
L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Sit 
An OFFERING may be received during which a hymn, psalm, or anthem may be 
sung. 
 
The ANTHEM: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross   R. Shephard 
 (Used with permission by St. James Music Press. License No. 12372) 
 
When I survey the wondrous cross, on which the Prince of Glory died,  
my richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride.  
 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, save in the death of Christ my God!  
All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to His blood.  
 

See from His head, His hands, His feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down!  
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown?  
 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small;  
love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, may all. 
 
The SERMON.  The Reverend Dr. Mike Sowards 
 
Stand 
P Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see 

the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith 
to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your 
hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  

C Amen 
 
The minister blesses the congregation. 
 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

bless and preserve you. 
C Amen 
 
A HYMN (printed on the next page) is sung. 
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+…..+…..+ 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License # SAS017622. 
 
Unless otherwise indicated, hymns are in public domain. 
 

+…..+…..+ 
 
The Easter Cycle celebrates the events surrounding our Lord’s passion, death, and 
resurrection. Beginning with Ash Wednesday, the Easter Cycle includes the Lenten 
season, Holy Week, and the Easter Season. This cycle concludes with the Day of 
Pentecost, as the culmination of the resurrection through the coming of the Holy 
Spirit to Christ’s followers. 
 
The liturgical color purple, symbolic of our penitence and Jesus’ royalty, is used 
in Lent. 
 

+…..+…..+ 
 
We welcome Lauren Exley as our Guest Organist tonight. Thank you for your 
assistance while Bruce Tonkin is on vacation.  
 
Please join us for light refreshments after the service.  
 


