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Htaling, Housing, Caring

IN THE SUMMER OF 1975 while her family was vacationing in Arkansas, eight-year-old Laurie Carlin from Chicago fell on a large knitting
needle while helping unload the car. The needle was eighteen inches
long, and it penetrated deeply into her chest. Quick and intelligent action
by Assistant Park Superintendent David McCallum resulted in getting
Laurie speedily to a hospital at Morrilton where the doctor sent her
on to Little Rock at once for surgery. There the doctors performed a
delicate operation that saved her life.
Laurie's father, Paige Carlin, executive editor at that time of United
Methodists Today, later told about the experience:

No fewer than eight United Methodist ministers sought us out at the
hospital to offer help, prayer, and support. Both pastors and lay church
members offered space in their homes for Betty [his wife], Brad [son], and me.
We accepted the first invitation from Dr. and Mrs. Alvin Murray of First
Church and they have shared both their home and their love. . . .
Others offered to lend us cars, invited us to dinner, brought gifts to the
hospital for Laurie, and pleaded to do "anything at all."
. . . We've learned a great deal .. . about how God's love is marvelously
conveyed through the lives of Christian men and women.1

The Methodists in Arkansas have gradually learned that some things
cannot be done by individuals acting alone and that some essential
services in life can only be done by individuals acting together. One
example is maintenance of a hospital, or an orphanage, or a retirement
home. Healing--especially in our day-is a team project, and institutions are necessary to provide places for such teams to carry on their ministries.
Arkansas Methodist Orphanage/Home

Before 1897 the Methodists helped support the Children's Home Society in Little Rock, but evidently mismanagement caused some dissatisfaction with it. The superintendent was discharged. George Thornburgh,
who had been a director, resigned. 2
206
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Evidently Mr. Thornburgh began to create sentiment for a Methodist
orphanage in Arkansas, for in 1897 the Little Rock Conference, in the
bounds of which Thornburgh lived, appointed a commission to study
the advisability of establishing such a home. It was understood that the
other conferences in Arkansas would be invited to join in the enterprise.
A year later Bishop H. C. Morrison named J. R. Cason, James Thomas,
and Thornburgh as a committee to consult the White River Conference
and the Arkansas Conference as to their interest in cooperating in an orphan's home.
It was a good committee. Cason had spent a year on the original
committee, was a trustee of Galloway College, was chairman of conference committees, and was pastor of Lakeside Church in Pine Bluff, one
of the stronger churches in the conference. Thomas was already a recognized leader in Arkansas, pastor at Winfield, and on the way to being
the most influential man of the conference. Thornburgh was emerging
as an outstanding layman of the state; he had been secretary of the
White River Conference and was now manager of the Arkansas Methodist.
By 1899 the committee reported it had applied for incorporation of
the orphanage as "The Arkansas Methodist Orphanage of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, South." It authorized the Board of Trustees to locate
the home, buy property, and solicit and handle all monies coming into
its hands. Cason was listed as chairman of the board, with Thornburgh
as treasurer. The Rev. J. M. Workman, pastor at Asbury Church in
Little Rock, was named agent to solicit funds. 8 By 1900 all three conferences approved the project.
A Site Is Secured

In 1902 the Methodists were given the privately owned Woman's
Industrial Home, consisting of three lots located at Fourteenth and Commerce in Little Rock, on which there was a good frame building. Chief
owner was Mrs. L. W. Tabor of Winfield Church. It was valued at
$5,000, and the gift was arranged through Mrs. L W . Coy, active in
local philanthropy. The first orphan received was Jessie Miller, who
came from McCrory on February 7, 1902. By fall seventeen children had
been received and foster homes had been found for eight of them. The
Rev. T. H. Ware was named agent. 4
Children of school age attended the nearby Scott Street public school.
By 1903 the matron was Mrs. Charles Wightman. Free medical services
were provided by Dr. William A. Snodgrass and a Dr. Dunaway. In the
first year and a half, thirty-three children were placed in homes. 5
In April, 1905, the Rev. and Mrs. J. M. D. Sturgis of Cabot, where
he had been pastor, came to the home as superintendent and matron.
Owing to ill health, they resigned in the fall; and the Rev. T. W. Pisackerly was named as superintendent when the White River Confer-
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ence met. 6 Fisackerly was a native of Mississippi but reared in Phillips
County, Arkansas. He was left an orphan when quite young and thus
brought to this task a firsthand experience of orphanhood. Mrs. Fisackerly was selected to serve as matron. 7 His death at the age of forty-five in
1907 was a distinct loss to the home.
And a Building

In 1907 the conferences agreed to put the Rev. M. B. Umstead in
the field to raise funds for a $20,000 building and to serve as superintendent as welL George Thornburgh was by now president of the
Board of Trustees, but in 1908 he became superintendent when Umstead
resigned after a year. Thus raising the building fund fell on Thornburgh,
who carried it through successfully, refusing to accept a commission for
his services. 8
A new location was secured at Sixteenth and Elm Streets, and the
new building started in September, 1909. It was completed and occupied about a year later, at a cost of $30,000. Various groups in local
churches were found that would pay for different rooms in the homeEpworth Leagues, women's mission groups, and individuals. 9
Among the larger gifts for the new building were $10,000 from
General V. Y. Cook of Batesville, $5,000 from Mrs. J. T. W. Tillar
of Little Rock, and $1,000 from George Marchbanks of Marianna. 10
Many other individuals gave smaller amounts.
When the new location was secured, a new church, Highland Methodist, was organized nearby; and the children attended it regularly. The
pastor of the church was almost always a close friend to the children.
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For example, it was reported in 1930, "The Reverend Harold D. Sadler
is the pastor and our children love him very much." 11
The philosophy and purpose of the home was "to seek homeless orphans and find loving Christian homes for them." By 1925 the home
had placed 440 children. 12 By 1936 this figure had risen to 528.13
Across these early years the home had outstanding leadership in its
superintendent and its governing body. The superintendents have included Mr. Thornburgh from 1908 to 1922 and Dr. James Thomas
from 1923 to 1943. In most of these years, it should be said, these men
had other work to carry on; and their relation to the home was largely
supervisory. Many other ministers and lay persons of the conferences
have given time and energy and money to undergird the work of the
home.
A New Era

When Bishop Paul E. Martin was assigned to serve Arkansas, he
brought with him a deep understanding of new trends in the care of orphans, gained from his membership on the board of the Methodist
Home at Waco, Texas. Mr. ]. S. M. Cannon had succeeded Dr. James
Thomas as full-time director in 1943. He was a longtime member at
Winfield Church and a devoted layman. Soon he and two members of
the board were sent to Waco to examine the way things were done there.
The three men who visited the Home at Waco were never the same thereafter. Our Home in Little Rock consisted of one building. At first it was
adequate and beautiful, but the wear and tear of the years had taken its toll,
and population trends had rendered the location less desirable. At Waco there
was a tremendous campus of some forty acres, and with probably two dozen
buildings already in operation in 1945 . . . . The Methodist Home in Waco
was operated on the Cottage plan with twenty children housed in a single
cottage and two Housemothers for each Cottage....
It was not long until Mr. J. S. M. Cannon reported to the Board that he
had located eighty-four acres of land on the edge of Little Rock that could
be purchased for $10,000 and which would provide a beautiful location for
the Methodist Children's Home. Mr. Cannon was the one person to whom all
the credit is due for the purchase of this highly valuable building site."

The new policy was not to "find a home" for the children but to "make
a home" for them.
By the end of Cannon's tenure in January, 1952, four cottages had
been erected. The Rev. T. T. McNeal carried on the plan and in four
years had seen two more new buildings go up. The new location was
bounded by South Fillmore, Hays Boulevard, Twentieth and Twentyeighth Streets. Seventy-one children were being cared for by 1955. Their
religious activities are centered in the Oak Forest Methodist Church.
The Rev. R. Connor Morehead became superintendent in 195 5. In
1957-58 a new chapel-activities building was erected. In 1961 a seventh
cottage was built and a college aid fund established. By October, 1962,
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when Dr. Morehead died, another cottage was being built. Morehead
had served Arkansas Methodism well, having held important pastorates,
serving as district superintendent and as a connectional representative
in several areas.
Succeeding Dr. Morehead was the Rev. J. Edwin Keith, who had
already gained administrative experience while serving as director of development at Southern Methodist University since 1956. Two new directions have marked his leadership. The first is the establishing of
satellite or extension children's homes in other locations in the state.
Already there are three such homes. One is the Blanche E. Johnson
Manor at Searcy; Mrs. Johnson grew up in the Arkansas Methodist
Children's Home. The others are the John Magdale Manor at Magnolia,
given by Mr. and Mrs. John Magdale, and a home at Fort Smith. A
fourth home has been purchased by First Church in Marked Tree, to be
called Willow Oaks. It was due to be operating by the fall of 1975 . It
was secured under the leadership of Pastor Bob Orr and Dr. C. G.
Swingle. 15
The other new direction under Mr. Keith's leadership is the addition
of a child development center. This center will seek to meet the needs
of children who have become disturbed due to desertion, alcoholism, neglect, or abuse, and will involve staff professionally trained to deal with
these factors. 16
One other development has been significant under Mr. Keith's administration: the sale to the University of Arkansas at Little Rock of 56 of
the 84 acres owned by the Home for $1,500,000. These funds have
been placed in a permanent endowment fund, with only the interest
to be used in current operations.
The Children's Home has shown a remarkable development throughout its lifetime. Starting as a small haven for orphan children, with a
budget in the neighborhood of $ 16,000, it is now a large enterprise,
operating in five locations in the state, with an annual budget of over
$300,000. Its leadership has been dedicated and intelligent.
Hospitals

Arkansas Methodists have tried to render a mmtstry through the
agency of the hospital, with some success and some failure. The first
stirring in this direction that has been found is an editorial in the Arkansas Methodist for January 3, 1906:
Why should not the Methodists of Little Rock and of Arkansas go to work,
build a first-class hospital here in the capital city? Why should every Methodist
man or woman who must go to a hospital to be treated be compelled to seek
one which is built and maintained either by some secular body or by our
Roman Catholic friends? Sneer at the Roman Catholic Church if you want
to . . . but remember . . . if we . . . leave her alone to minister to the
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distressed .. . Rome will get a grasp upon a large section of humanity that
you will never touch.

This challenge was issued at a time when there was only one churchoperated hospital in Southern Methodism.
This may have been the seed that caused a sprout to appear later, for
by early fall, 1907, it was reported that seven annual conferences in
the Central South were conferring on the possibility of combining forces
to establish a Methodist hospital. Possible sites mentioned were Hot
Springs, Little Rock, Memphis, Huntsville, and Birmingham. A board of
commissioners was already at work making plans, with John H. Sherard
of Sherard, Mississippi, as chairman. 17 Arkansas was tacitly included
in this proposal; but evidently the Arkansas Methodists were hoping

Two new developments in the Methodist Children's Home of
Arkansas are depicted here. A new Child Care Center (left) in
Little Rock provides day care for young children, and the
Marked Tree Extension Home brings to four the number of
such homes outside the capital city.

to have their own hospital in their own state, for the next move in
Arkansas was to propose an Arkansas hospital for Arkansas Methodists.
As part of a new churchwide surge of interest in church activity by
laymen, a "Forward Movement in Little Rock Methodism" meeting was
held late in October, 1907, at First Church in the capital city. Among
other actions, a resolution was adopted calling on the three Arkansas
conferences to appoint five commissioners from each conference "to take
the steps necessary to establish a Methodist Hospital to serve the needs
of Arkansas .... " Among the laymen who spoke on this proposal were
Dr. C. C. Stephenson, H. L. Remmel, Dr. T. E. Sharp, Dr. J.P. Runyan,
L. B. Leigh, and T. E. Mehaffey. 18
<'
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Corrigan's Sanitarium at Hot Springs

When the conferences met in the fall of 1907, they approved the
project, specifying their interest in a hospital to be located in Arkansas.
In the meantime a minister-physician M. B. Corrigan, pastor at Central
Church, Hot Springs, was operating on his own a sanitarium, hoping
"to see whether a first class Methodist Sanitarium at Hot Springs may
not become a possibility." 19 Corrigan was hoping the venture would
prove successful and that the church might take over the project.
Corrigan himself was an unusual man with a remarkable background.
His father was Sir Dominec Corrigan of Dublin, Ireland, a physician
to the Queen. The son studied medicine, getting the best training available in Great Britain. He spent three years as an army doctor in India,
several in South Africa, and two years as a navy surgeon. Coming to
Arkansas in 1884, he was converted and decided to enter the ministry
but frequently continued his medical practice, often to supplement his
meager salary. 20
Corrigan was a member of the Joint Methodist Hospital Commission
of Arkansas, along with James A. Anderson, George W. Donaghey, R.
Connor Morehead, and others. The commission agreed to propose erecting a modern hospital in Arkansas, at a cost of not less than $100,000.21
In the fall of 1908 the Hospital Commission reported to the conferences that it had an offer from Dr. Corrigan, which, it said, it "had
considered favorably." 22 On April 8, 1909, the Arkansas Methodist reported that the name of the institution would be Methodist Sanitarium
of Arkansas, that stock was then for sale, and directed persons to write
Dr. M. B. Corrigan, Superintendent, at a Hot Springs address.
At the Little Rock Conference meeting in the fall of 1909, there was
no hospital report; the minutes show the commission requested continuation, with power to act, which was granted. 23 This is the last official reference to the Hospital Commission. Evidently the hospital plan failed,
according to G. N. Cannon a few years later. 24 Presumably Dr. Corrigan
lost any funds invested in the sanitarium-plus any he had borrowed.
His conference memoir refers to his business "entanglements." "If the
Little Rock Conference is responsible for the present embarrassment
of Dr. Corrigan, why does she not take some action to relieve an innocent party and free herself from criticism?" asked Mr. Cannon. "Put the
responsibility for this unfortunate situation where it belongs, loose the
hands of Dr. Corrigan, and let the church have the service he is able to
give." Corrigan was called "rugged, strong, fearless, independent, stern,
honest, conscientious, vigorous, energetic, tender, sympathetic, joyous,
loving, brotherly" by the Rev. W. P. Whaley in his memoir. He was
evidently misled-though doubtless unintentionally-as to the intent or
willingness of the conferences to stand behind the sanitarium, and to
put money into it.
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Another Effort at Hot Springs
In 1943 the Little Rock Conference again ventured into the hospital
business in Hot Springs. An opportunity came to purchase the Ozark
Sanitarium, and the conference named a Board of Trustees to buy and
operate it. The board consisted of Thomas W. Stone, Dr. J. M. Proctor,
Mrs. H. King Wade, Martin A. Eisele, Homer T. Fort, L. A. Black,
B. T. Fooks, Aubrey Walton, J. L. Dedman, Homer Adkins, Ernest
Powledge, H. F. Trotter, Carl Hollis, E. Clifton Rule, and Fred G.
Roebuck.25 The property was bought for $100,000 and was renamed the
Methodist Hospital of Hot Springs. Mr. B. T. Fooks, an active layman
at First Church, Camden, and a successful businessman, was named
chairman of the Board of Trustees. 26 Considerable expense was involved
in remodeling and equipping the hospital, and the first two years' operationbrought a $53,000 deficit. In subsequent years the deficit was smaller
-but it never went away, in spite of good management by the superintendent, the Rev. R. E. Simpson.
The annual net loss amounted to $8,300 in 1947, and in succeeding years, to $4,000 and $25,000. By this time the sponsors of the project
decided it must be sold, since it was a losing proposition. A major reason
was that the churches had not responded in gifts as had been hoped.
Altogether the conference raised and paid into the hospital treasury
$230,000. Sale of the property brought back $106,000 of this amount.
But outstanding debts amounted to about $42,000, leaving a remainder
of $63,000, plus some monies from Golden Cross offerings.27
Hospital at Memphis Is Started
The overture from the conferences in the Central South in 1907
by John Sherard had more appeal for the White River Conference,
for it was just across the river from Memphis, the site chosen for the
hospital. Consequently, the White River Conference of 1911 meeting
at Blytheville, voted to help support the new hospital, to be built as soon
as possible. Commissioners were named as J. K. Farris, R. Connor
Morehead, W. R. Stuck, Ed Hamilton, and J. F. Smith. 28
By 1913 the various conferences had raised nearly $100,000 and
a plot of ground was purchased, with the White River Conference "responding liberally."29 The property was on Lamar Boulevard, was about
four city blocks in size, and had on it a massive stone and brick residence
which it was planned to use temporarily as a hospital. 30 By 1916 plans
were made for new buildings that would eventually house 500 beds.
"The Baptists," it was reported, "are in the midst of a vigorous campaign to double the capacity of their hospital in Memphis, and we
Methodists must not longer lag behind." 31
By 1917 Thomas B. King left the staff of Galloway Female College
to become field secretary for the hospital. 82 By 1921 the first unit was
complete, with 150 beds; and the older, original building was con-
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verted for special cases. Total value was set at over $1,000,000. During
the period of 1918-21 many wounded soldiers from World War I
were cared for in the hospital. 33
So well did the Veterans Bureau like the hospital facilities that it
persuaded the Methodists to sell it to them, the church retaining and
using the older, original stone-brick building, called Lucy Brinkley in
honor of the Brinkley family of Brinkley, Arkansas, who had evidently
made large contributions to the enterprise. Later a Lucy Brinkley Pavilion
was thus named to perpetuate the gift in the newer building.
The sale seemed advantageous; for it brought in $859,000, enough
to clear the debt on the part sold, pay for four and a fourth acres on
Union Avenue, and leave nearly a quarter of a million dollars in the
bank. 34
Building Expansion

By 1923 a new hospital building project was under way and the institution opened on September 17, 1924. It had a debt of about
$300,000. North Arkansas had a quota of $100,000 to raise, but it came
in slowly. In 1926 the value of the property was set at $900,000. The
hospital was pleased that it was serving the Methodists; in 1926 there
were 2,118 Methodist patients, 3 71 Baptists, 322 Presbyterians, 202
Episcopalians, 161 Disciples, 191 Jews, 78 Catholics, and 381 with
no affiliation. It was also proud that it gave free service in the amount

First building used by the Memphis Methodist Hospital in 1914
was this historic residence.
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Chaplain George E. Stewart (right) member of the North Arkansas Conference,
has been one of the chief links between
the conference and the hospital since
1960.

The present structures of the Methodist
Hospital make it one of the largest of all
Methodist hospitals.

of $42,400. A sizable number of the patients were from North Arkansas, a few more from North Mississippi, several more, naturally, from
the Memphis Conference and from the city of Memphis.35
North Arkansas was receiving more than it was contributing. In 1927
the conference report showed free service for 113 North Arkansans
amounting to $7,380. Three hundred and nineteen patients from the
conference area were treated, including twenty preachers or members
of preachers' families. Altogether 5,000 patients were treated in the
year and 1,934 of them were given free services amounting to over
$92,000.
The depression years cut hospital income, and staff members' salaries
were reduced. By 1933 hospital income was only half its former size.
Mortgage payments were in default. North Arkansas was able to contribute only $1,200. By 1936 the mortgage payments were back on
schedule and the free services were still being provided--over $15,000
going to North Arkansas patients.36 Two women from North Arkansas
Conference were named to the hospital Board of Trustees in 193 7Mrs. E. F. Ellis and Mrs. Alice Tucker.
By 1939 the old building debt was lifted- a remarkable achievement
for the depression years. Plans were in the making for a one-hundred
bed addition and an office building for doctors, c-ompleted a year later.
Sam B. Wiggins and Connor Morehead were named hospital trustees.
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Free service for North Arkansas Conference reached almost $20,000. 37
In the 1940s the hospital continued to function well and to increase its
services. North Arkansas was by now contributing about $2,500 annually
to its budget. Mr. ]. M. Crews, an active Methodist in Memphis, became
superintendent in 1945. In 1948 a full-time chaplain was added to the
staff and a "quiet campaign" started to raise money for a chapel. By
1949 the conference was giving about $8,300 on the hospital budget
but was still receiving much more in free service-almost $52,000
worth.38
In 1949 a new policy was inaugurated when the conference authorized
accepting and operating a private hospital at Paragould as an affiliated
Methodist hospital, called Community Methodist Hospitai.3 9 The Memphis hospital also made another large addition to its facilities about this
time.
A Campaign for Funds

In 1954 the conference voted to enter a campaign for funds to increase the Memphis Hospital facilities. The total goal was $2,500,000,
of which North Arkansas agreed to try to raise $400,000. Half of this
amount was to come from the churches and half from large gifts. 40
The $200,000 was almost all pledged and $23,000 paid the first year;
$26,000 was pledged in special gifts and about $16,000 paid in that
time. 41 By 195 7 the $200,000 goal was oversubscribed and $116,000
paid; $33,000 in special gifts were pledged, and $26,000 paid. 42 It was
voted, however, by the conference that all pledges would be considered
valid until paid (even though pledges were taken on a three-year payment basis). The hospital reports that the conference paid $203,000
in the 1954-5 7 drive, and this presumably includes the special gifts. 43
Additional expansion of hospital facilities was planned in 1968,
consisting of an out-patient clinic and emergency department. This
emergency department was dedicated in the name of North Arkansas
Conference. 44 The total construction program in 1972 was reported
at $21,000,000. The value of the buildings already there was $34,000,000, on which $3,500,000 indebtedness was owed. In 1971-72,
the hospital reported, it rendered services valued at $4,03 3,616 which
was uncollectable. 45
Across the years many fine trustees of the hospital have come from
North Arkansas. They include William Sherman, ]. R. Nelson, W.
Henry Goodloe, R. E. L. Bearden, ]. Ralph Clayton, and James Chandler, who, after serving twenty years, has been named a "life trustee."
The Rev. George E. Stewart, member of the North Arkansas Conference serving as chaplain at the hospital since 1960, has symbolized
the concern of North Arkansas Methodists that a Christian influence
shall be present when sick bodies and minds are being ministered to.
Recognizing that North Arkansas Methodists have not contributed
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heavily to financing the hospital, he said the conference was in the
position of "having been a part of the hospital but never fully realizing
what it is and what its outreach and impaa are." 46
Chaplain Stewart's statement was made at a called session of the conference in Conway on January 11, 1975, at which plans were made
for launching a drive to secure large funds to help pay for the expanding facilities. At the same session Bishop Eugene M. Frank made clear
the church's concern for the sick:
The first attempts to care for the sick were initiated by Christian compassion. And we have no assurance that secular agencies will minister to the
poor, the hungry, and the indigent with a spirit of compassion. ... The four
million dollars of free care in 1972 and the seven million dollars in 197 4
are a demonstration of the healing ministry of Jesus Christ in action.

The current drive to raise funds for the hospital emergency room now
under construction is headed by two co-chairmen, Lon Mann of Marianna and J. C. Portis of Lepanto. Mr. Portis is a trustee of the hospital.
Other trustees from Arkansas are Warren Blalock, Alma; H. Ezra Coe,
Tuckerman; Mrs. Howard Johnson, Clinton; the Rev. Harold Spence,
Paragould; and the Rev. J. William Watson, Jonesboro.

.

Senator Dale Bumpers (center) con fen with J. C. Portis (left)
and Lon .Mann about the financial campaign in Arkansas to
raise funds for the Memphis Methodist Hospital.

The Methodist Nursing Home and the more recent Methodist
(Retirement) Village are both located in the same twenty-nine
acre site at Fort Smith.

Housing the Church Constituency

Housing the Methodist congregations in the state has been a matter
of constant attention across these 160 years. The earliest meetings, we
noted, were held either outdoors or in the homes of members or interested
friends. The first special meeting places were log cabins and other boxlike structures. Pictures of some of these are found in this book.
Gradually the church buildings improved in looks and in comfort.
In the latter part of the Nineteenth Century, many frame buildings
were erected that are called in some areas "Carpenter Gothic." The
name is applied to the type of church that was built of wood by carpenters and included a spire or tower. Some had one spire or tower. and
some had two or more. They were built in an effort to emulate the great
Gothic cathedrals of Europe whose spires pierced the sky-but on a
smaller scale and with smaller skills. 47 The Elm Springs Church (see
page 412) is an example, though it has certain other architectural eccentricities. Quite early a church bell became a fairly general feature.
Early in the Twentieth Century, brick and stone began to replace
wood for building in some instances. Taller towers and greater spires
began to appear. Pews and pulpit furniture became more and more
elaborate, carpeting appeared in aisles and then over the whole church
floor in many cases. Stained-glass windows were installed in many
county-seat churches.
Progress was slow, however, in improving church buildings. When
Bishop and Mrs. Paul E. Martin came to the area in 1944, they made
a quick tour across the state, visiting most of the churches. They were
appalled at the condition in which they found many of the buildings.
Of course, gentle souls that they were, they didn't breathe a word of
this to anyone. But they quietly set out to encourage repairing, repainting, or rebuilding many of the churches. 48

HEALING, HousiNG, CAR ING

219

By the time Bishop Martin left the area in 1960, remarkable changes
had occurred. In 1944 the value of Methodist church buildings and
parsonages in Arkansas was reported as a little less than nine million
dollars; by 1960 this figure had increased almost five times, to about
forty-three and a half million.
And progress didn't stop in 1960. Over the next fourteen years
(to 197 4) these building values almost doubled, increasing to ninetytwo and a half million dollars. These improvements are not truly seen
in dollar marks but in the improved usefulness, comfort, and beauty
of the churches across the state. The pictures in this book of some of
these churches speak for themselves. The bishops and other leaders
encouraged this building, but the lay people undertook the tasks and
paid the costs.
Homes for the Older Generation
North Arkansas Conference has pioneered in operating a nursing
home. In 1960 the conference voted to take under its ownership and
supervision a home then being built in Fort Smith. The home is on
a wooded tract of twenty-seven acres on Wildcat Mountain, overlooking
the Arkansas River. The home cares for nearly one hundred residents
and carries on a varied program of activities. These activities include
games, arts and crafts, Bible classes, church services, and special semiannual parties (one the Hill-Billy Party and one the Gay Nineties
party). There are excellent facilities for health care--exercises and
therapy. Youth and adult groups in local United Methodist churches
provide volunteer personnel for many special and regular events. 49 Mr.
E. L. Smith is the superintendent.
In 1971 a study committee of the two conferences reported widespread ministerial interest in a retirement home or village. The conferences have owned and maintained several houses at various locations
that have been available for the use of retired preachers. These obviously
could serve only a small fraction of the retired ministers. A North
Arkansas committee reported an offer of $ 15 0,000 as a gift if a retirement home was authorized at Fort Smith within three years. 50 By
March, 1974, plans were all made, and construction began on ten
buildings providing ninety-six housing units in Methodist Village on
thirty-seven acres adjacent to the nursing home at Fort Smith. E. L.
Smith, administrator of the nursing home, serves the same role for the
retirement village. T. L. Hunt, chairman of the Board of Trustees, and
Jack Ragon, Sr., chairman of the building committee, gave leadership
to the new project. 51
The Episcopal Residence in Little Rock
When Bishop H. A. Boaz moved to Little Rock in 1926, he was the
first bishop to make his home in the state. Mr. Caughey Hayes and
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other leaders helped to locate a site on Armisted Road, where a nice
home was built "in the midst of those tall and graceful pine trees." 52
Bishop Hoyt M. Dobbs was assigned in 1930, and he made his home in
Shreveport. Bishop John M. Moore served from 1936 to 1937, but
he continued to live in Dallas. When Bishop Charles C. Selecman
was assigned in 1938, he also served Oklahoma; and he made his home
in Oklahoma City. During this interval after 1934, the episcopal residence was disposed of.
Thus when Bishop and Mrs. Paul E. Martin moved to Little Rock
in 1944, a home was needed for them. At the conferences in the fall
of the year, the purchase of a residence was authorized "not to exceed
$25,000." 53 The next year it was reported that a suitable house at 205
Colonial Court had been purchased. 54 The house served admirably for
ten years, but at that time it seemed wise to secure one more adapted
to their needs. Consequently, a lot was purchased at 3909 South Lookout on a ridge overlooking the Arkansas River, at a cost of $6,500.
The Martins were requested to help plan the house; and the result was
that the Martins were made "comfortable and happy," according to the
report of committee chairman Joe T. Thompson in 195 3. The first
residence was sold and provided $20,000 on the new home. The new
house and lot cost $43,000. About $10,000 was raised in new funds;
and the balance was handled with a loan from the Board of Church
Extension, paid off with the bishop's allowance for rent. 55 When Bishop
Paul V. Galloway was leaving the residence in 1972, he suggested that
each district raise funds to put the house in first-class condition for the
new bishop, Eugene M. Frank. 56
Offices for Conference/ Area Staff
In 1956 the two conferences built a Headquarters Building in the
capital city at Eighteenth and Broadway. It housed the Arkansas Methodist, Methodist Information, the Area Council, Board of Education,
Town and Country Commission, conference treasurer, and the superintendent of the district. Rent from these various agencies paid for the
loan by which the building was erected. Cost of lot and building was
about $100,000. Leadership in making the plans and getting the building erected and financed was provided by Mr. H . F. Buhler, a successful
businessman in Little Rock and a long-time devoted Methodist. Roy
E. Fawcett served as secretary treasurer. 57
In 1962 it became clear the building was too small to meet the
demands on it. Plans were then perfected whereby First Church in
Little Rock would provide additional office space adjacent to its buildings for area headquarter's offices. 58 The new space was occupied in
1971. This solution has proved an excellent one, providing a central
location in the state for Methodist leaders and giving opportunity for
cooperation and unity in the work of the two conferences.
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Church Camps: Aldersgate
The first Methodist camp to be established in Arkansas as a site for
training and recreation was Camp Aldersgate, in the edge of Little
Rock. It was purchased with $25,000 from funds carried over from
the Woman's Missionary Council of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South. The money was given through the interracial Little Rock Methodist Council (earlier called the City Mission Board). The only stipulation was that the fac;ilities purchased must be open to persons of all
races. The camp was purchased in November, 1946, on recommendation
of a site-selection committee composed of Russell Henderson, Dr. M.
Lafayette Harris, president of Philander Smith College, and the Rev.
James E. Major. Deaconness Margaret Marshall played a leading role
in bringing the enterprise to reality. Numerous others also helped in
various ways to see the camp opened: Mrs. Joy Bates, Miss Faye McRae,
Mrs. Adelia C. Shanks, the Rev. L. T. Turner, Mrs. Edith Strawn, Mrs.
Herbert Smith, Russell and Ernestine Henderson, Theressa Hoover, Miss
B. C. Williams, Dr. E. Clifton Rule, Dr. Kenneth L. Spore, Mrs. Norma
Stephens Killingsworth, Mrs. E. D. (Sarah) Galloway, the Rev. and
Mrs. C. J. Grey, the Rev. Harry Bass, the Rev. John Oliver, the Rev.
Negail Riley, Mrs. W. A. Jenkins, and Mrs. C. K. (Mildred) Wilkerson.59
The campsite consists of 120 acres of land, mostly wooded, four miles
from the west city limits of Little Rock. Buildings already on the property were converted to church camp facilities, and in a short time the
camp was in operation. A ten-acre lakesite was impounded.
Aldersgate has been a pioneering enterprise. Its interracial character
is one of these pioneer aspects; it sought to build bridges between blacks
and whites in the 1950s-and since. For many years it was the only
place where whites and blacks could meet. In more recent years it has
carried on a medical camp, in which children with medical problems or
handicaps (asthma, diabetes, heart disease, and others) have special
activities and arrangements made to suit their needs. This particular camp
is a project of the Arkansas Chapter of the American Academy of
Pediatrics. 60
Another pioneering activity is a special project for the elderly,
whereby about 330 elderly persons living nearby come by bus one day
a week for an outing. Some of them are blind, some deaf, some in
wheelchairs. Some have not been out of their housing projects for years.
Director C. Ray Tribble reported that in the summer of 1973 the
camp served 3,368 persons. Plans were launched in January, 1974, for
raising $57,000 for capital improvements, of which $17,000 was given
by the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries. 61 Consideration is
also being given to developing at the site a retirement facility.
Sarah (Mrs. E. D.) Galloway has described Aldersgate as a mecca of
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loving concern day in and day out, year in and year out, where persons
of all types and conditions may be loved by the church. 62
Church Camps: Tanaka

Soon after Bishop Paul E. Martin came to Arkansas, interest arose
in establishing a little Rock Conference camp; and a study committee
was created in 1944. In 1945 the conference authorized the purchase
and development of a campsite, by adopting a proposal made by Kenneth l. Spore, Roy E. Fawcett, Aubrey G. Walton, and E. Clifton
Rule. 63 A proper site was hard tO find, and it was 1948 when a site
was purchased. It was fifteen miles west of Malvern, consisted of 300
acres on lake Catherine, and was bought for $9,000. Plans were announced for building needed facilities. The Rev. Ben F. Fitzhugh, pastor
of Princeton Circuit, was named superintendent of the camp building
project. 64 Financing came from various sources-from the sale of the
Hot Springs hospital, from some of the boards, from a loan, and from
a generous gift of $5,000 from Mr. B. T. Fooks. 65 The first use of the
camp came in the summer of 1950. In 1951 the conference gave the
camp the name Tanako.
This name is suggested by a legend current in Arkansas folklore to the
effect that in the early day the Tunica Indians who lived in the area of Hot
Springs, believed this to be a place of healing, and therefore would not fight
with any people who might come into this area. In Tanako, all Indians were
welcome as the natives believed it to be the will of the Great Spirit that all
men should go there in peace.••

In 1955 leaders borrowed $25,000 to speed up construction. A chapel
was built, plus a library building, named McRae in honor of Miss Fay
McRae, conference director of children's work. One of the cottages was
named "Milroy" in honor of Mildred and Roy E. Fawcett. Some buildings were winterized. Youth groups raised funds to finance numerous
building projects, including a craft house, drinking fountains, and a
portable organ.
By 1963 the camp served 3,000 campers, but since then attendance
has undergone some decline. The large bonded debt created in the
early years has been paid off, and now the need is to replace some old
or worn-out equipment. A variety of groups are being served: elementary
choirs; junior, middle, and senior highs; junior choirs; and youth choirs.
Much credit for setting up the camp and establishing its character in
the early years is due to Dr. Kenneth I. Spore. The current chairman of
the camp committee is the Rev. Ralph Hale.
Church Camps: Nawake (formerly Myers Ranch)

North Arkansas Conference first developed its campsites on a district
basis and by the 1960s had camps named Kaetzel, Wayland Springs,
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The new name of "Nawake" for the North Arkansas
Conference Center is evaluated by the Rev. Allan Hilliard
(left), the Rev. Arville B1·annon (center), and the Re'v.
Myers Curtis.

Shoal Creek, and Bear Creek. For larger facilities, those of Mt. Sequoyah
Assembly at Fayetteville, while not a North Arkansas project, could
be used.
In 1968 the Rev. William M. Wilder, chairman of the conference
committee on camping, appointed a study committee to examine the
possible need for an additional camp in North Arkansas. The Rev. Jim
Beal was named chairman of the smdy group which eventually recommended purchase of a 996-acre tract of land called Myers Ranch, located
in southwest Stone County with about a one-mile front on the Little
Red River. The district superintendents decided that acquiring the
property was not possible or desirable at that time, and they voted not
to recommend it to the Conference Commission on World Service and
Finance. However, some of those most interested personally put up
$1,000 to take an option on the land. At the conference session proponents of the purchase persuaded the Commission to recommend that
the Conference authorize the camp committee to seek funds for purchasing the land. After much discussion, the camp proponents further persuaded the Conference to approve going ahead. Purchase price was
$65,000, which now has been fully paid. The camp has been renamed
Nawake United Methodist Conference Center. Nawake combines the
first syllables of three Indian words which mean "a spiritual beautiful
place among the rolling hills." Mr. Wilder calls the purchase of this
campsite "one of the most important acquisitions pf land in our lifetime for The United Methodist Church." 67
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Pensions for Ministers

For many years pastors who retired were given a small stipend annually. In 1912 these amounts were as follows for some of the retirees:
North Arkansas Conference

Little Rock Conference

S. S. Key . . . .. . .. . ..... $ 150.00
J. H. Torbett
20.00
S. F. D ykes
100.00
I. L. Burrow
150.00
Z. W . Lindsey
75.00
G. W. Evans . . . . . . . . . . 125.00""

J. M. Cline . . .......... $175.00
J. E. Caldwell
250.00
Horace Jewell
300.00
H . D . McKinnon
240.00
J. H. Riggin
........
500.00
E. N . Watson
275.00
C. C. Godden
175.00''"

Across the years these pensions increased, but discouragingly slowly.
Most Southern conferences, such as those in Arkansas, paid these pensions from the monies received the preceding twelve months. With
union in 1939 the Southern conferences discovered that in the North
many conferences had endowments from which pensions were paid. Increasingly, conferences began to raise large sums to make up such endowment funds.
North Arkansas Pensions
North Arkansas Conference has had a policy for many years of requiring each preacher to pay a small percentage of his salary into a special pension fund. As early as 1945 a special study committee on a better pension plan was authorized. Somehow the job never was done. Then
in 1961 Randolph Woodruff,]. William Watson, and George G. Meyer
revived a Pension Study Committee. They came to conference in 1962
with a plan, but it was voted to study it another year. Finally in 1963
a new plan was adopted which called for each pastor and each church
to pay in a specified percentage of the pastor's salary, these funds to go
into an unrestricted Endowment Fund. At the end of twenty years on
this basis, the conference would then decide whether to put all its funds
into the churchwide Ministers Reserve Pension Fund, or to use it otherwise. The Committee on Resolutions commented thus on the adoption
of the plan:
Two gifted Christian laymen, Ralph Woodruff and James Woodward, had
worked hard to have everything in readiness . .. . The issue was a bit drawn
out, shot through with substitute motions, and somewhat heated at times, but
after it was over, everyone settled down to being Christian brothers just like
their laymen, who pay most of the bills, expected them to.70

Little Rock Pensions
The Little Rock Conference has continued until recently simply to
allocate pension funds each year out of funds that have come in. But
in 1973 the conference voted to proceed into the full transition program
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of the Ministers Reserve Pension Fund, as of January 1, 1974. This
means the conference will deposit $285,000 annually in the Fund for
eight years, this money to be a special assessment on the churches. An
additional million dollars in special gifts will be sought during a fouryear period. Sidney L. Good of Pine Bluff is chairman of the Board of
Pensions. General chairmen of the conferencewide campaign were named
as Mr. Richard C. Butler, Sr., of Little Rock and Dr. Imon Bruce of
Magnolia. 71
For 1975 the North Arkansas Conference set its rate at $70 per service year, and Little Rock set its rate at $63. This means, for example,
that a minister who had served appointments for forty years would receive $2,800 annually from North Arkansas Conference and $2,520
from Little Rock Conference. Many ministers are also covered by Social Security.

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Cabe
of Gurdon are presenting
a check for the Little
Rock Conference Pension
Fund through their pastor, the Rev. Therral Wilson (right). Mr. Cabe
was one of the five members of his family who
made an outstanding gift
in late 1975 to Hendrix
College,
mentioned
in
chapter 10.

New Roles for Chaplains

We have described in other chapters the role of chaplains with the
armed services and at the Memphis Hospital. In earlier years chaplains
to the armed services were assigned only in time of war, but for several
years some conference members have made the chaplaincy a long-time
career. Among the latter have been Gerald C. Dean, Jeff E. Davis,
Withers M. Moore, Winslow Brown, Howard Cox, Gerald K. Hilton,
J. Rudolph Woodruff, Willie L. Walker, Marvest Lawson, Leroy Henry,
Lyman T. Barger, and Paul Dean Davis.
Ira Abraham Pointer and Charles F. Golden (now bishop) served as
chaplains while members of the Southwest Conference in World War

•
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II. Horlon London of the same conference served as a correctional chaplain.
During World War II when some 25,000 soldiers were in and
around Little Rock (chiefly at Camp Robinson), the churches of Little
Rock arranged special ways to minister to them. This was especially
true at First Church, Winfield, Pulaski Heights, Hunter Memorial,
Capitol View, First Church in North Little Rock and others. There were
special events and special activities in the churches and frequent invitations to servicemen to visit in homes. On one Sunday a spot check
showed berween 300 and 325 servicemen in services at First Church
and from 250 to 300 at Winfield.72 Similar ministries were rendered
at the churches in Fort Smith to soldiers in training at Camp Chaffee.
Two ministers in particular have had long and unusual careers as
chaplains. One is Dr. James W. Workman, who has served as pastor,
presiding elder, college president, Wesley Foundation director, and general board staff member (Lay Activities, 1940-46 ) . But much of his
career since 1951 has been either as an industrial chaplain ( Lone Star
Steel Co. in Texas) or as chaplain at the Veterans Administration Hospitals in North Little Rock and on Roosevelt Road, where he still serves.
Dr. Workman is widely known for his incisive thinking and his genial
spirit.
The other chaplain was the Rev. Bates Sturdy, who served as chaplain at the State Tuberculosis Sanitorium at Booneville from 1951 until
his death in 1969. He wrote of his work :
I have indeed had 'mountain-top experiences' through my mm1stry in this
great institution. I count it a gracious honor to have the privilege of working
day after day here.7 ,

And a friend wrote:
He was without peer as a Chaplain at the Sanitorium; the patients loved
him dearly; they still miss him and mourn his passing. It is not uncommon
to hear patients tell how much his presence strengthened and encouraged them."

. . . And Other Ways

Arkansas Methodists also participate in numerous other enterprises
through which they show their sense of caring for their fellow creatures.
One example is the various youth service missions. In the summer of
1973 nineteen youth and their adult sponsors spent two weeks in
Jamaica where they conducted an ecumenical Bible school in which
they taught 313 children and young teens. 75 The Wiggins Memorial
Church in Fayetteville, during the pastorate of the Rev. W. Maurice
Lanier, established a "caring" relationship with the Indian United Methodist Church in Stillwell, Oklahoma. The rwo groups exchanged visits
and carried out service activities on several occasions.

The motive of the church in operating a hospital or home is rooted
in the spirit of the Good Samaritan, depicted here in a painting by
Elizabeth (Mrs. Paul C.) Stephenson of Sheridan. The painting hangs
in the Methodist Hospital in Dallas.
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Another example is the Day Care Program carried on at St. Paul's
Church near Lake Maumelle in Fort Smith District. The church has a
long history of ministry to Negroes and is now trying to meet contemporary problems in its ministry. Its Day Care Program reached sixtyeight elementary and forty junior high pupils in 1973; in addition, the
church was carrying on programs for adults and senior citizens. 76
Another enterprise that reveals the "caring" spirit is participation by
Arkansas Methodists in the Heifer Project International, now headquartered in Little Rock. This international, ecumenical organization
"helps to feed hungry people in 90 foreign countries and 17 states in
the U.S. by distributing high grade farm animals to needy families and
teaching them how to care for them. . . . In Arkansas Methodist
churches, Sunday school classes, vacation Bible schools, Men's Clubs,
youth groups, and individuals support its program with gifts of money
and animals." 77 The manager of the Livestock Center, now located forty
miles northwest of Little Rock near Perryville, is Dr. Clarence Mannasmith, a dedicated Methodist lay leader who gave up a private veterinary
practice to go into this church-related project. In a dramatic example
of the value of such enterprises the Project flew 140 dairy cows to Tanzania in September-October, 1975, with Arkansas Methodist editor John
S. Workman accompanying the flight to see at first hand how it worked.
He reported on the grateful reception of the gift by the officials and
people of Tanzania. 78
A dramatic example of this spirit of caring for those in need is that
of Mr. Jay Lawhon of McCrory, Arkansas, who made a trip in January,
1975, on his own to Bangladesh to learn how he could help the ill, the
hungry, and the poor in that far-away country. He spent two weeks in
the small country, visiting refugee camps and an agricultural mission,
and saw what various relief agencies were doing. He made the trip, he
says, because of his concern as a Christian for helpless, hungry people.
"I know I can't feed all the people or solve all the problems, but I can
do some things and every bit helps," he says.
Lawhon and a group of dedicated men to whom his spirit fire has spread ,
are in the process of setting up the World Christian Relief Fund, Inc., that
will get money for food and supplies to that stricken country in a hurry .. . .
Lawhon and his Board of Directors are sending money direct to six of the
many agencies working in that area. . . . Already $5,000 for food has been
sent . .. . All along his trip he met Christians who were not only dedicated
to their jobs but also committed to Jesus and had the joy and power that could
be recognized. 79

"Fasting won't feed people, but it will make more foods available . ...
You should try it. I did. To know the gnawing in your own stomach
opens a man's heart," he told members of his own Methodist church in
McCrory. 80 And those members responded, he reports: "My local church
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members gave me a lot of encouragement and voted to send $1,000 with
me to help as I saw the need." 81
Arkansas Methodists have always responded to need as they have become aware of it. The large number of those who have served as overseas missionaries, reported in another part of this book, is another example of this trait. Sometimes their response is quicker than at other times
-and quicker for some causes than for others. But basically they have
acted on the understanding that "As you did it [feed, clothe, minister}
to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me." (Matthew
25 :40b RSV.)
In 1870 a third conference was organized in the northeast part of
the state, named White River. In 1914 it was reunited with the
Arkansas Conference and named North Arkansas.

