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THE KEEPER OF TIME
For everything there is a season,
a time for every activity under heaven.
A time to be born and a time to die.
A time to plant and a time to harvest.
A time to kill and a time to heal.
A time to tear down and a time to build up.
A time to cry and a time to laugh.
A time to grieve and a time to dance.
A time to scatter stones and a time to gather stones.
A time to embrace and a time to turn away.
A time to search and a time to quit searching.
A time to keep and a time to throw away.
A time to tear and a time to mend.
A time to be quiet and a time to speak.
A time to love and a time to hate.
A time for war and a time for peace.
~Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 (New Living Translation)
I am writing this article on the eve of my departure to Hawaii. As I struggle to write a meaningful
message to you, I thought about the season, the time, the pandemic, the deaths, and the joy of new
life … of having a grandbaby. I also thought about Marge and Jerry … the loss of Brian, and how sad
they must be at the moment. I thought about how time can pass by so quickly, and the preciousness of
life. It is hard not to become emotional with all these thoughts running through my head and still …
remembering that I have not yet finished packing.
Traveling has always conjured up memories of the past. It forces me to remember the many times I
wasted doing things that didn’t come to fruition. I also remember the few times when I almost drowned,
the car accident I had on my last trip to Hawaii, and the silly arguments that Nhia Wahn and I had
when we traveled to unknown places. As I thought about life and remembered how time keeps moving
and I am not getting any younger, this passage from Ecclesiastes comes to mind… there is a time for
everything!
This passage reminds me of the preciousness of life, and of time, but more, it reminds me of the grace
and mercy that God has bestowed upon me. As a child of refugees, I could have died from starvation
and diseases like many others. I could also have died from the many poor choices in life… I should not
have lived to see today. I could have perished a long time ago, but through God’s grace and mercy, I
have been given the opportunity to be where I am today. I treasure the privilege of being your pastor
and friend … of being in the same family of God. I thank you for allowing me into your life in a special
and unique way, and I thank God for the privilege of traveling.
God has made everything beautiful in his own time. But it is our responsibility to use them wisely and
in ways that will honor him. Time is an opportunity for us to grow up as grownups and to mature in our
faith. God is not stingy with time, but we must not forget that unlike God, we are not the keeper of time.

We lose time with every breath we take. For us, every second counts and every breath counts. Every
second and breath reminds us that we are moving closer to spending eternity with God. Time after
time and year after year, we are reminded that life is short, but in God there is life eternal.
As I prepare to travel, I am grateful for the privilege of time and of traveling … of family and friends …
and of grace and mercy from our gracious Lord and Savior. God has given us plenty of time to wise up
in him and has given us much time to accomplish whatever it is that we need to in life. God truly has
made everything beautiful in his own time and he alone is the keeper of time.
Please know that you will be in my thoughts and prayers as I travel and until I see you again, may the
God of Peace be with you. May he make everything beautiful in his time and yours!
Together in Christ,
Pastor Mao Her

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR OCTOBER

3rd

Pastor Mao will be on vacation September 21st
through October 20th.

Job 1:1; 2:1-10
Psalm 26 or Psalm 25 (UMH 756)
Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12
Mark 10:2-16
World Communion Sunday

While on vacation, Pastor Wendee Nitz @ Oak
Creek Community and Pastor Sam Royappa @
First West Allis will provide pastoral coverage
for her.

10th Job 23:1-9, 16-17

Wendee (Sept. 21st - Oct. 3rd; Oct. 11th - 20th)
Sam (Oct. 4th - 10th)

Psalm 22:1-15 (UMH 752)
Hebrews 4:12-16
Mark 10:17-31

17th Job 38:1-7 (34-41)
Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c (UMH 826)
Hebrews 5:1-10
Mark 10:35-45
Laity Sunday

11th Jerome Trewyn
13th Beverly Bennett
25th Ron Stinson

24th Job 42:1-6, 10-17
Psalm 34:1-8 (19-22) (UMH 769)
Hebrews 7:23-28
Mark 10: 46-52

31st Ruth 1:1-18
Psalm 146 (UMH 858)
Hebrews 9:11-14
Mark 23:28-34

Please wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY
when you see them!

VOLUNTEERS FOR OCTOBER
LAY LITURGIST
3rd
10th
17th
24th

Please see the sign-up sheets on the credenza
outside of the church office… thanks!

31st

Pam Seri (Marge Preaching)
Beth Schramm (Denise Preaching)
Denise Edlund (Marcus Preaching)
Carrie Montgomery
(Welcome Back Pastor Mao)
Ron Stinson
Thank You!

In September, we had the following sponsor(s):
19th

Marge & Jerry Freitag’s 61st Wedding
Anniversary

26th

Pat Nefstead’s Birthday

If you would like to sponsor the bulletin, please
contact the church office. The cost is $20.00.
Thank you!

Altar Decorations
If anyone has flowers from
their garden they would like to
share with the church to
decorate the altar for the
Worship service, please
contact Nancy Wolski or call
the church office.
Thank You!

Opal Huettner’s new
address is:

Holiday Giving Program 2021
Even amid a pandemic, last year’s Holiday
Giving Program was a huge success! With so
many generous donations from partners
throughout Milwaukee County and Waukesha
County, we were able to provide 890 lowincome seniors with self-sufficiency care
packages valued at $60 each. These packages
included gift cards to local grocery stores and
pharmacies, a book of stamps, and a handdecorated holiday card.
We hope to continue bringing a bit of holiday
cheer to clients in need this year with the help
of the community and our local partners. Due to
the uncertainty of COVID-19, we will be mailing
our gifts again this year and focusing on the
most basic needs. Below is our wish list:





Books of Forever Stamps
$10 Walgreens Gift Cards
$10 Pick 'n Save Gift Cards
$10 Wal-Mart Gift Cards

Unwrapped items and money collected to
purchase gifts are due by December 13th, 2021.

GOODWILL BINGO…

Care-Age of Brookfield
1755 N Barker Rd, Room 317
Brookfield, WI 53045

UMW CORNER
Martha Fellowship

We met on September 15th to discuss the future
of our nightly meetings. Those in attendance
decided that we would join the morning UMW
Caring Circle that meets the 2nd Thursday of
the month at 10:00 AM. Hope to see you there.
~ Carol Olson

The UMW Caring Circle
The Caring UMW will have their next monthly
meeting on Thursday, October 14th, @ 10:00
AM.

We will be having our monthly bingo/lunch
with the folks from Goodwill on Thursday,
October 21st, at 11:00 AM.
There is a sign-up sheet on the credenza
outside of the church office, where you can
sign up to help with the food for the lunch.
You can also call the church office to find
out where help is needed.
This event is a lot of fun, and the clients
really get excited about seeing us and what
they will be having for lunch!

OCTOBER 2021
Sunday

Monday

4

3
9:45 AM – Coffee Hour
10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE led by Marge
Freitag

Pastor Mao vacation
10
9:30 AM – 10:00 AM – Adult
Sunday School
10:00 AM – Coffee Hour
10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE led by Denise
Edlund
Pastor Mao vacation
17
9:30 AM – 10:00 AM – Adult
Sunday School
10:00 AM – Coffee Hour
10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE led by Marcus

Pastor Mao vacation
11

Tuesday

5
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

Pastor Mao vacation
12
6:00 PM - Jazzercise

Wednesday

6

Pastor Mao vacation
13

Thursday

7
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

Pastor Mao vacation
14
10:00 AM – Caring
UMW @ CUMC

Friday

Saturday

1

2

Pastor Mao vacation

Pastor Mao vacation

8

9

Pastor Mao vacation
15

Pastor Mao vacation
16

6:00 PM – Jazzercise

Pastor Mao vacation
18

Pastor Mao vacation
19
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

Pastor Mao vacation
20

Pastor Mao vacation
21
11:00 AM – BINGO
with Goodwill COC
South

Pastor Mao vacation

Pastor Mao vacation

22

23

29

30

6:00 PM – Jazzercise

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Pastor Mao vacation
24
9:30 AM – 10:00 AM – Adult
Sunday School
10:00 AM – Coffee Hour
10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE
31
9:30 AM – 10:00 AM – Adult
Sunday School
10:00 AM – Coffee Hour
10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE

Pastor Mao vacation
25

Pastor Mao vacation
26
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

Pastor Mao vacation
27

28
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

The NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE FOR
November is:
October 24th
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