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2014 Anita Dorr Graduate
Scholarship Recipient Helps
Others Achieve Their Dreams
“He recognized something in me,” Aluotto
said. “Several years ago he really pushed
me into a leadership role. I love to help
other people grow professionally.”

M

elanie Aluotto, MSN, RN, CEN, SANE, is a big proponent
of education. But when the mother of three was
struggling to pay for the last few classes to obtain
her master’s in nursing administration, she turned to the ENA
Foundation scholarship program. Aluotto received the 2014
Anita Dorr Graduate Scholarship and finished her degree.
“As a leader, I recognized you need to continue to grow,”
Aluotto says, “You must be an example to your staff.
Healthcare is so complex — you need to continue your
education to navigate it.”
As the ER clinical manager for
Memorial Hermann Healthcare
System in Texas, Aluotto sets that
example, urging her colleagues to
pursue learning as well.

Melanie Aluotto, MSN,
RN, CEN, SANE

“I have a lot of coworkers and
colleagues who have sought higher
education because I pushed them
and advocated for them,” she said.

Doing that puts her in the footsteps of her mentor and former
director, Robb White.
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It is fitting for Aluotto to have received
the Anita Dorr scholarship. ENA
co-founder Anita Dorr, RN, FAEN,
continues to serve as a role model
to Aluotto. Dorr promoted education,
promised advancement and practiced
what she preached. Even before
co-founding the National Emergency
Department Nurses Association, which
was renamed the Emergency Nurses
Association in 1986, Dorr recognized continuing education
as a necessity. She established affiliations with universities,
pharmaceutical companies and professional organizations
to increase the education for emergency workers.
Like Dorr, Aluotto cares deeply for ENA and for her community.
She is an active ENA member and was involved with the Texas
ENA State Council’s pediatric and membership committees.

She also served as the 2015 president of the Houston
ENA Chapter. In 2014, Aluotto chaired her hospital’s United
Way campaign.
“I believe nursing leaders have a responsibility to motivate
and mentor,” she said.
Aluotto is the personification of giving back. And after years
of service, ENA was there for her.

Thank you to the following organizations
for their generous support.
STRATEGIC PARTNERS

“I was so honored to receive the Anita Dorr scholarship. It’s
a gift that will keep on giving. I will happily shoulder my
responsibility to encourage other individuals to pursue their
dreams as well.”
Aluotto is considering pursuing her doctorate.
“It’s one of the most important decisions you can make,”
she said about furthering one’s education. “The ENA
Foundation scholarships are competitive, but there are many
scholarships available, you’re more than likely to get one.”
“I’m a big fan of ENA and all it stands for.” n

The ENA Sponsorship Program was developed to collaborate
with leading organizations whose goals align with
ENA’s mission of supporting patient safety and
excellence in emergency nursing practice.

By Tom Pfeifer
ENA Connection Contributor

ONE CONTRIBUTION CAN CHANGE
COUNTLESS LIVES
The ENA Foundation works to provide more
opportunity and advancement for
emergency nurses through scholarships and grants.
We believe helping nurses pursue education and research
brings a higher level of care to patients
and their families.

Please make a donation to benefit the future of emergency nursing. GIVE TODAY.
Visit www.enafoundation.org or call 847.460.4100
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