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CHRIST ILLUMINATING OUR WAY 
 

Samuel was one of the great leaders of ancient Israel.  
Called by God while he was still young, he was recognized 

as a prophet and a seer before becoming a 
military and political leader.  Yet he expected 
that God would select one of Jesse’s older 
sons as the new king.  If not even this emi-
nently wise and capable leader has the insight 
required to choose his successor, how much 
more must we depend on God for the deci-
sions we must make.  If nothing else, we must 

resist the urge to make a snap judgment based on appear-
ances alone. 
 
“Like night and day,” we say when speaking of two things 
that are completely different.  Paul would approve of that 
idiom, for he contrasts light and darkness in the reading we 
hear today:  “You were once darkness, but now you are 
light in the Lord” (Ephesians 5:8).  While in darkness 
(whose “fruitless works” can still tempt them) the Ephe-
sians were unable or  unwilling to realized goodness, right-
eousness, or truth.  With the light of Christ they gained in-
sight.  In the early Christian era, one of the traditional 
names for baptism was “illumination.”  As baptized Chris-
tians, let us shine forth the light of Christ to illuminate our 
world. 
 
The intellectual laziness of the Pharisees is exposed today.  
Rather than take the time to use good judgment, they imme-
diately dismiss Jesus as a sinner.  He did not keep the Sab-
bath!  It did not matter that He cured a blind man.  It would-
n’t matter if He had conquered death;  keeping the law 
made it easier for them.  Illuminated by Christ’s light, we 
are called to make the effort to shine a light on all aspects of 
a person, event, or issue, so we can make a good and true 
judgment. 
 
QUESTION OF THE WEEK: 
 
When have I judged someone unkindly without taking the 
time to look deeper?  What can I do to remember to allow 
Christ to illuminate the way? 
 
Blessings    Father Raphael 

Lenten Prayer 
O gracious Master, infuse in our 

hearts the spotless light of Your Di-
vine Wisdom and open the eyes of 

our mind that we may understand the 
teachings of Your Gospel. Instill in 

us also the fear of Your blessed com-
mandments, so that having curbed all 

carnal desires, we may lead a spiritual life, both thinking and do-
ing everything to please You. For You, O Christ, our God, are the 

enlightenment of our souls and bodies; and to You we render glo-
ry, together with Your eternal Father, and with Your all holy, life-

creating Spirit, now and ever, and forever. Amen   



 

The Blood Drive at St. Bart’s scheduled for April 5th 
has been cancelled.  The below is a note from the 
Tony Sciacca, Chairperson 

This morning NYBC made the decision to cancel ALL 
remaining scheduled blood drives through April 5th, 2020. 
  

Anyone wishing to donate may go to any 
of the donor centers (expanded hours) 
listed at the NYBC website: 
 
https://www.nybc.org/donate-blood/donor-
center-locations-march-2020 
 
Key phone numbers for NYBC are: 
 

Eligibility 800-688-0900 
General 800-933-2566 

 
If you wish to credit your donation to St. Bart’s, please use 
the group code 07747. 
 
It is obvious that this is a critical time for donors to continue 
to donate. Those in need of blood have no control over that 
need. Please do your best to see that donations continue to 
meet that need. 
 
Thank you for your patience and understanding. 
 
Anthony Sciacca, Chairperson, St Bart’s Blood Drive 

 

Father, 
 

Bless and heal the world, Father. Come, 
Lord Jesus. May Your love comfort 

every soul as only You can. Bring hope 
to the hopeless and unity where there is 

conflict. 
Motivate us by love to work together, 

gathering souls for Christ. Show us our 
place, Father, and embolden us to obey 

Your direction. While our world is crumbling, You 
remain the same loving, defending, and protecting 
Father. Amidst the rebellion and destruction, You 

reached down to restore us to the light of Your 
presence through Jesus. 

    Amen

TITHING - GOD'S PLAN FOR GIVING 
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT AT THIS DIFFICULT TIME,  
YOU CAN TITHE IN 3 WAYS: 

• Mail in your envelope. 

• Register for on line giving (see below note). 

• Drop off your envelope in the large container 
covered with a red cloth behind the organ.  It is 
marked with a sign. 

 
"Thank you to all those who are participating in our tithing 
program! May God bless and reward your sacrifices! For those 
who are not yet tithing, I encourage you to please give it a 
prayerful thought. Thank you! 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

SIGN UP FOR ONLINE GIVING 
EASY LINK FROM THE PARISH WEBSITE 

 
You can set up separate one time or recurring donations for the different 
collections (regular weekly, snow removal, Christmas, etc.) or you may 

wish to begin with the regular collections, try it 
out and when you are comfortable, you can 
sign up for the others.  Also, know if you  set 
up  for recurring donations, you are in full 
control and can always change or cancel  at 
any time.  And by donating in this manner you 

may get the added benefit of accumulating additional points or cash on 
your credit card while at the same time helping out the parish.   So, give 
it a try and sign up today!!!!  Go to: www.saintbartsparish.org and 
click on the We Share online giving link.  (WE SHARE HAS 
REPLACED PARISH PAY). 

Please pray for all the sick & the homebound members of our 
Parish, especially Ann Lackner, Gail Chappory, Anna Bonacci, 
Deacon Bob Clemens, Mary DeSantis, Gina Obalde, Ron and 
Sally Petro, Angela Lutomski, Richard (Dick) Novak, Larry 
Vandak, Harold Sullivan, Manuel Obalde, Jr., Anthony Spinner, 
Edison Blanco, Steven Sarich, Larry Mesler, John McKenna, 
Antony Gorge Ferreira, Jerry Esposito, Jeri Michele Sugrue, 
Eileen Fitzpatrick, Ann Pezzola, Edith Kelly, Carole 
Romanowski, Theresa Chappory, Susan Rivera, Kenneth 
Chappory, Rosemarie Bartolomeo, Ann McShane, Frank Marra, 
Ellen Chimenti, Doreen Madonia, Gianna Whitehead, Gloria 
DeLuccy, Sister Joan Mary Gleason, Dan Panik and  
Mary Drohan Barrett 

 
 

Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to add a loved 
one to the sick list. 

 

 
 

https://www.nybc.org/donate-blood/donor-center-locations-march-2020
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EVEN THOUGH MASSES HAVE BEEN 
CANCELLED, PLEASE PRAY FOR THE  LOVED 

ONES BELOW AND FOR OUR PARISH 
 

Saturday, March 21 (Anticipated Mass) 
5:00 PM  Julieann Campisi Moroch + 
**************************************************** 

Sunday, March 22, 2020 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 

 
  8:30 AM  Oscar Starkenberg + 
10:00 AM  Rosa & Antonio Troia+ 
11:30 AM  For All the People of Our Parish 
  5:00 PM Juan Rosa Vazquez & Magdaleno Vazquez+ 
***************************************************** 
Monday, March 23 
Lenten Weekday 
7:00 AM No Intention 
9:00 AM David Marinelli, Jr. + 
 

Tuesday, March 24 
Lenten Weekday 
7:00 AM Gloria Brusco Flanagan + 

9:00 AM Ann Gaynor + 
 
Wednesday, March 25 
The Annunciation of the Lord 
7:00 AM  Frank, Carmela & Dina Legio + 
9:00 AM Betty De Meo + 
 

Thursday, March 26 
Lenten Weekday 
7:00 AM Nicholas Marcello + 

9:00 AM Arnaldo De Sanctis + 
 

Friday, March 27 
Lenten Weekday 
7:00 AM No Intention 
9:00 AM Carmen Arzola + 
 

Saturday, March 28 
Lenten Weekday 
9:00 AM Gloria Brusco Flanagan + 
**************************************************** 

Saturday, March 28 (Anticipated Mass) 
5:00 PM  Fiorante & Teresa Venturino + 
**************************************************** 

Sunday, March 29, 2020 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 
  8:30 AM  Carl & Elizabeth Laredo + 
10:00 AM  For All the People of Our Parish 
11:30 AM  Patrick V. Fox + 
  5:00 PM Susie & Vncent Strava & All Deceased  
  Members of Strava Family 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our warmest welcome to our visitors! We are glad you 
came to celebrate the Eucharist with us today. We thank 
God for you!  Do not hesitate to let us know how we 
may serve you. 
 
Every family and single adult to be considered an active 
parishioner of St. Bartholomew’s Parish must be 
properly 
registered in the Parish, receiving and regularly using 
the Parish Weekly Collection Envelopes. Only in this 
way can the Pastor issue documents attesting to 
Catholic practice of the faith and Parish membership, 
e.g. a letter to be a Godparent or Sponsor.  For further 
information call the Parish Office at (914) 965-0566. 
 
If you have not registered or need to correct some of the 
information in our file, please complete the Registration 
Form found on the table at the rear of the Church; and 
drop the completed form into the collection basket or 
drop off/mail it to the Rectory. Thank you! 

 

Prayer to the Virgin Mary for Protection 
 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a 
sign of salvation and hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you, 
Health of the Sick. 

At the foot of the Cross you 
participated in Jesus’ pain, 

with steadfast faith. 
You, Our Lady of New York, 

know what we need. 
We are certain that you will 

provide, so that, 
as you did at Cana of Galilee, 

joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to conform ourselves to the Father’s will 
and to do what Jesus tells us: 

He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our 
sorrows to bring us, 

through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen. 
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother 

of God. 
Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test – 

and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and 
blessed Virgin. 

 

 


