
BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

26418 Mountain Highway E, Spanaway, WA 98387 

253.847.8801         bethany-l-c.org 

 

Holy Trinity Sunday 

June 4, 2023  10:00 AM 



2 

Holy Trinity Sunday 

June 4, 2023 
Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading includes 
the apostolic greeting that begins the liturgy: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. In the gospel Jesus 
sends his disciples forth to baptize in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. More than a doctrine, the Trinity expresses the heart of our faith: we have 
experienced the God of creation made known in Jesus Christ and with us always 
through the Holy Spirit. We celebrate the mystery of the Holy Trinity in word and 
sacrament, as we profess the creed, and as we are sent into the world to bear witness to 
our faith. 

Welcome to Worship at Bethany!  
Please fill out a blue communication card if you are: visiting; have prayer requests; 
have contact information changes or other information for the office.  (Cards are 
available on the bookcase inside the sanctuary door or ask an usher.) Please place 
it in the offering plate at the time of the offering. If you have no congregational 
home in this area, we invite you to consider Bethany! 

The “Kids’ Korner” is our current alternative to a nursery.  This section of the 
narthex is set up for kids to stay quietly occupied under their parent’s (or another 
adult’s) supervision. There is a speaker to hear the service. (Please ask an usher 
to check with sound booth if sound is not on.) 

The Order of Service – The bulletin is all-inclusive.  The readings and hymns are 
included in the order they occur in the service.  

Music Permissions -- Setting 8 from Evangelical Lutheran Worship is reprinted 
with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
# SAS103348. Hymns are reprinted with permission under One License #A-
711823 unless otherwise noted.. 

Cover Image – Icon depicting the first council of Nicaea 325 C.E.  
In public domain. 

Readings for 2nd Sunday after Pentecost, June 11, 2023 
Hosea 5:15--6:6 
Psalm 50:7-15 
Romans 4:13-25 
Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 
 

You are invited to stand as you are able. 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2023-6-11/2416
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2023-6-11/2416
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2023-6-11/2416
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2023-6-11/2416
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GATHERING HYMN Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty ELW 413  

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 
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KYRIE  ELW Setting 8 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
God of heaven and earth, before the foundation of the universe and the 
beginning of time you are the triune God: Author of creation, eternal Word of 
salvation, life-giving Spirit of wisdom. Guide us to all truth by your Spirit, that we 
may proclaim all that Christ has revealed and rejoice in the glory he shares with 
us. Glory and praise to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 

You may be seated. 

FIRST READING  Genesis 1:1--2:4a 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 
swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there 
was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light 
from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 6And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it 
separate the waters from the waters.” 7So God made the dome and separated 
the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. 
And it was so. 8God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the second day. 
 9And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one 
place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10God called the dry land 
Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw 
that it was good. 11Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants 
yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in 
it.” And it was so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of 
every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw 
that it was good. 13And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 
 14And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day 
from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and 
years, 15and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” 
And it was so. 16God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day 
and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17God set them in the dome 
of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18to rule over the day and over the night, 
and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19And 
there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 
 20And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let 
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birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21So God created the great 
sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the 
waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was 
good. 22God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in 
the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23And there was evening and there 
was morning, the fifth day. 
 24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle 
and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was 
so. 25God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of 
every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God 
saw that it was good. 
 26Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our 
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds 
of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over 
every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 
 27So God created humankind in his image, 
  in the image of God he created them; 
  male and female he created them. 
28God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29God 
said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all 
the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30And 
to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that 
creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every 
green plant for food.” And it was so. 31God saw everything that he had made, and 
indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
sixth day. 
 2:1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2And 
on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the 
seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh 
day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done 
in creation. 
 4aThese are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were 
created. 

  
Holy Wisdom. Holy Word.   Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 8 
 1O LORD our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth!— 
 2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of 
infants and children; you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to 
silence the foe and avenger. 
 3When consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
  the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 
 4what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, 
  human beings that you should care for them?  
 5Yet you have made them little less than divine; 
  with glory and honor you crown them. 
 6You have made them rule over the works of your hands; 
  you have put all things under their feet: 
 7all flocks and cattle, 
  even the wild beasts of the field, 
 8the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, 
  and whatever passes along the paths of the sea. 
 9O LORD our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth!  

 

SECOND READING  2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
[Paul writes:] 11Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to 
my appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace 
will be with you. 12Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 
 13The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with all of you. 

  
Holy Wisdom. Holy Word.   Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   Halle, Halle, Hallelujah! ELW 172 

 
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 28th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 28:16-20 
16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some 
doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And 
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

You may be seated. 

SERMON 

You are invited to stand as you are able. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY     Come Join the Dance of Trinity ELW 412 
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NICENE CREED 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 

You may be seated for the prayers. 
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INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need. 

PRAYER SONG Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying ELW 752 

 

Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

BLESSING HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE / PRESENTATION OF QUILT 

We pray God’s continuing blessing upon Makenzie Beltz who has completed her 
high school work and is graduating from Bethel High School. Congratulations, 
Makenzie! 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ, be with you always.  
And also with you.        

We share a sign of peace with those around us. 

 

OFFERING / ANNOUNCEMENTS   

You are invited to stand as you are able. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN   We Come Now to Your Table, Lord ACS 970 

 
 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
God of field and forest, sea and sky, 
you are the giver of all good things. 
Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, 
and multiply your graciousness in us, 
that the world may be fed with your love, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We praise your name, most holy God, 
for it is good and you are good. 
You reveal yourself to us in countless ways, 
even inviting us into the mystery of your inmost being 
where you are one in three and three in one. 
 
In your creation, you show us the marks of your hand, 
and in creating us in your image, 
you call us to bear your presence into all the world. 
For your wondrous being and your glorious creation, 
we join our praise with the sound of all creation 
to proclaim joyfully in praise of your wondrous glory: 
“Holy, holy, holy Lord!” 

We your church sing your praise, eternal God, 
for in your threefold glory we know Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 
Fully human, fully God, 
he was born of low estate and lived among us, 
an ordinary man in an ordinary time 
who yet showed your extraordinary grace. 

 
He proclaimed your coming kingdom in word and deed, 
challenging the powerful, 
healing the sick and distressed, 
and calling all people to live in light and life. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Even though he was executed by the powers of the day, 
you raised him to new life 
to show that your power was stronger than death. 
Still now he reigns in glory, 
united in your holy oneness 
to show your presence to all people. 

Remembering his life, death, and resurrection, 
we gather at this table as he did to share this feast of heaven and earth, 
that by your power we might be united with you in this bread and cup. 

Just as we have known your presence and love in the gift of Father and Son, 
so, O God, reveal yourself to us in the wonder and power of your Holy Spirit. 

 
Pour out this Spirit of love and hope, 
that we might rise from this holy meal to love and serve in your world. 
Keep us faithful in our service to you, 
that we might give you glory and honor and praise forevermore.  

Amen 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All people are called to Christ’s table. 
Come, eat what is good. 
 

COMMUNION  

Be seated until ushers direct you to the altar. All are welcome at Holy 
Communion. The Lord invites us to come. If you would like a gluten-free option, 
hold up your index finger when the pastor serves the bread. Red wine is 
available from the outer part of the communion tray. White grape juice is 
available in the center of the communion tray. Come and be filled with God’s 
grace! 
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COMMUNION HYMN Lamb of God ELW 336 

 

 
Text and music: Twila Paris 
© 1985 Straightway Music/Mountain Spring Music 
Used by permission CCLI license #1907637 
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COMMUNION HYMN   Let Us Break Bread Together ELW 471 
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You are invited to stand as you are able 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We thank you, generous God, 
for the refreshment we have received 
at your banquet table. 
Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, 
through the one who is our dearest treasure, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The God who calls across the cosmos 
and speaks in the smallest seed 

☩ bless, keep, and sustain you 

now and to the end of the age. 
Amen. 
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 SENDING HYMN       Go to the World ACS 991 
 

 
 

 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
Thanks be to God. 
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June 4, 2023 

Holy Trinity Sunday 

Bethany Pastor: Janeen Smith 

Pastor’s Email: neenigal@gmail.com 

Pastor’s Mobile Phone: 253.209.5774 (text or call) 

Administrative Assistants:  Kristi Fandrich, Wendy Smitherman, Andrew Vert  

Administrative Email:   BethanyLCOffice@gmail.com 

Office Hours This Week: Mon. – Thurs. 9:30 AM –1:30 PM 

Office Phone: 253.847.8801 

Financial Secretary Email: bethanyfinancesecretary@gmail.com 

On the web:  www.bethany-l-c.org  

On Facebook: Bethany Lutheran Church Group 

Pianist: Claudia Simpson-Jones 

Custodian: Kirk Goddard 

 

Assisting at Worship Today 

Altar Guild: Marge Fife   

Greeters & Ushers:  Jay & Nori Cash 

Scripture Reader: Karen Andrascik 

Intercessory Prayers: Lynda Duncan 

Sound Technician: Cody Estby 

Video Recorder: Kristi Fandrich  
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