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HOLY COMMUNION 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

April 26, 2026 8:00 am and 10:30 am 

 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of 
the sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He 
anoints our heads with oil and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism. 
Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid the world’s violence and war. We 
go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God’s tender care to all creation. 
 
SILENT PRAYER 
 
PRELUDE:   “Psalm-Preludes Set 1, Op 32, No. 3” Herbert Howells 
 

Psalm 23:4 
“Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; 

for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff comfort me.” 
   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

GATHERING (ENTRANCE RITE) 
Stand 
HYMN: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!  

Printed on the next page. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ABSOLUTION) 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.  

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Kneel/Stand 
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

 
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Stand 
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GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE (DIGNUS EST AGNUS) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. 
God of all power, you called from death our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the 
sheep. Send us as shepherds to rescue the lost, to heal the injured, and to feed one 
another with knowledge and understanding; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
C Amen. 
 
Sit 
Later service only: 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
FIRST READING Acts 2:42-47 
Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon 
on the day of Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on God’s people. The new 
community is sustained in worship and fellowship, shares what they have, and 
ensures that everyone has enough. 

A A reading from Acts. 
42 [The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and the prayers. 
  43 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done 
through the apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all things in 
common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds 
to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the 
temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 
47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord 
added to their number those who were being saved. 
Here ends the reading. 

A The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Later service only: 

PSALM 23 (Congregation sings the refrain as printed)  
The first time the choir sings the Refrain and the congregation repeats it. 
 

 
 1 The Lord | is my shepherd; 
  I shall not | be in want. 
 2 He makes me lie down | in green pastures 
  and leads me be- | side still waters. 
 3 He re- | vives my soul 
  and guides me along right pathways | for his name’s sake. 
 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.  

 
 5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who | trouble me; 
  you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
 6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the | Lord forever.  

 
 
SECOND READING 1 Peter 2:19-25 
Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, 
hardships, rejection, or even suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for 
our path of endurance and loyalty to God, particularly amid adversity. 

A A reading from First Peter. 
19 It is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while 
suffering unjustly. 20 If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what 
credit is that? But if you endure when you do good and suffer for it, this is a 
commendable thing before God. 21 For to this you have been called, because Christ 
also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his 
steps. 
 22 “He committed no sin, 
  and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
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23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not 
threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24 He himself bore 
our sins in his body on the cross, so that, having died to sins, we might live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were going astray 
like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
 
A The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The congregation sings the Acclamation. 

 
The choir sings the First Verse. 

 
Christ being raised from the dead will never | die again;  
death no longer has dominion | over him. 
The congregation repeats the Acclamation. 
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The choir sings the Second Verse. 

 
 
I am | the good shepherd,  
I know my own and my | own know me.  
 
The congregation repeats the Acclamation. 

 
 
GOSPEL John 10:1-10 
Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about 
spiritual leadership. Those who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life. 

P The holy gospel according to John. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] 1 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by 
the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters 
by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, 
and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 
4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow 
him because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will 
run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this 
figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to 
them. 
  7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 
8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to 
them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go 
out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came 
that they may have life and have it abundantly.” 
 
P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sit 
SERMON Pastor Weleck 
 
Stand 
Later service only: 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us 
Printed on the next page. 
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Stand 
The Nicene Creed is appropriate during Advent, Christmas, Easter, and on festival 
days; the Apostles’ Creed during Lent and at other times. 

NICENE CREED 
P With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge  
   the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, 

let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
 
A We pray for the church, for its pastors and other ministers, for the newly 

baptized, for all the faithful, for this congregation here gathered, and for our 
growth in grace.  
Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 
A We pray for all nations, for all rulers, legislators, and judges, for an increase 

of justice in our lands, and for all who work for peace among nations and 
among peoples.  
Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A We pray for all in any need, for the hungry and the homeless, for victims of 

war and injustice, for prisoners, for all who suffer in mind, body, or spirit, 
for the sick and infirm, for all with incurable illness, and for all who this day 
will die. We pray especially for those we name in the silence of our hearts... 
Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A We pray for the members of our armed forces wherever they serve, and 

especially when they serve in harm’s way, that they might speedily complete 
their mission and be safely reunited with their loved ones.  
Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 
P Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
C Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say 
Peace be with you or similar words. 
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LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR 
The Offering will be collected in the Narthex as you leave the church.  

OFFERTORY 

 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks: 
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The minister continues with the PROPER PREFACE, concluding:  

…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

The assembly sings the SANCTUS: 

 
 
The WORDS OF INSTITUTION are sung to the music Blessed Martin Luther 
himself composed specifically for this purpose. 

P IN THE NIGHT IN WHICH HE WAS BETRAYED, 
OUR LORD JESUS TOOK BREAD, AND GAVE THANKS; 
BROKE IT, AND GAVE IT TO HIS DISCIPLES, SAYING: 
TAKE AND EAT; THIS IS MY + BODY, GIVEN FOR YOU. 

DO THIS FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF ME. 
 

AGAIN, AFTER SUPPER, HE TOOK THE CUP, GAVE THANKS, 
AND GAVE IT FOR ALL TO DRINK, SAYING: 
THIS CUP IS THE NEW COVENANT IN MY + BLOOD, 
SHED FOR YOU AND FOR ALL PEOPLE FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SIN. 

DO THIS FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF ME. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

C Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed. 

 
Sit 
COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond R Amen. 

 
We Lutherans believe that the Body and Blood of Christ are “truly and 
substantially” present “in, with, and under” the forms of bread and wine. We 
invite to the communion all who are baptized and communing in this or another 
Christian denomination. We welcome children and others who are not communing 
to come forward for a blessing.  
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Music during Communion: 

LAMB OF GOD (AGNUS DEI) 

 
 
COMMUNION ANTHEM:   “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”  
   Arr. Carl Schalk 

Pamela Johnson, flute 
  

My Shepherd will supply my need, Jehovah is his Name. 
In pastures fresh he makes me feed Beside the living stream. 
He brings my wand'ring spirit back When I forsake his ways. 
He leads me for his mercy's sake In paths of truth and grace. 

 
When I walk through the shades of death, thy presence is my stay. 

One word of thy supporting breath Drives all my fears away, 
Thy hand, in sight of all my foes, Doth still my table spread. 
My cup with blessings overflows, Thine oil anoints my head. 

 
The sure provisions of my God Attend me all my days, 

O may thy house be my abode And all my work be praise. 
There would I find a settled rest, While others go and come, 

No more a stranger or a guest, But like a child at home. 
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Communion Voluntary:  “Allegro” Ludwig van Beethoven 
Ali Backlund and Pamela Johnson, flutes 

 
Stand 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
P The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this 
gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
 

SENDING 
BLESSING (BENEDICTION) 
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DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN: Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 

Printed on the next page. 
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OFFERING 
The offering will be collected as you leave the Church.  

 
POSTLUDE:   “Sun Dance” Bob Chilcott 
   
 

+ + + 
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From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License # SAS017622. 
 
Unless otherwise indicated, hymns are in public domain. 
 

+   +   + 

 
The Easter Cycle celebrates the events surrounding our Lord’s passion, death, and 
resurrection. Beginning with Ash Wednesday, the Easter Cycle includes the Lenten 
season, Holy Week, and the Easter Season. This cycle concludes with the Day of 
Pentecost, as the culmination of the resurrection through the coming of the Holy 
Spirit to Christ’s followers. 
 
The Paschal Candle, symbolic of our Lord’s resurrection, is positioned on the 
Gospel side of the altar and is lighted at all services during the Easter season (up to 
and including the Day of Pentecost). 
 
The liturgical color white, symbolic of purity, joy, and the light of Christ, is used 
on the festivals of Christ. 
 
 

+   +   + 

2026 Vestry 
Member Special Area E-mail Address 
Shane Elison President Scrabbie1@aol.com 
Dick Allebach Vice President Doot44@gmail.com 
Alison Fishell Secretary/Worship & Music alisonhfishell@gmail.com 
Jeannie Funk General Treasurer/Finance jeanniefunk@gmail.com 
Sherry Jessee Trust Fund Treasurer dsajessee@hotmail.com 
John Kochel Parish Life/Mutual Ministry John.kochel@thrivent.com 
Karl Stefan Mutual Ministry kssurf@verizon.net 
Joe Cooney Property JoeCooney302@gmail.com 
Brian O’Hara Outreach Brian.ohara24@gmail.com 
Janet Stokes Christian Education sjastokes@aol.com 
Jennifer Wentworth Old Church jawentw@aol.com 
Tim Anderson Cemetery T1anderson@hotmail.com 
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Worship Assistants 
Ushers: Scott Halteman, Dick Allebach, David Halteman, and Gary Halteman 
Elevator Attendant: Graham Anderson 
Altar Guild: Linda Romano and Carol Gerhart 
Lectors: Lessons:  Karl Stefan   Prayers: Liam DePaul 
Communion Assistant:  Sherry Jessee 
Acolyte and Crucifer: Russel Einsla and Grace Einsla 
Offering Tabulation: John Kochel, Alison Fishell, and Shane Elison 
Video Streaming: Gavin Elison, Shane Elison, and Chilly Lyaro 
The Flowers that Adorn the Altar are given to the glory of God by Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph Cooney and family in loving memory of Mother and Grandmother Mrs. 
Susan M Schubert. 

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the glory of God by Joe and Donna Cooney in 
memory of mother, Susan Schubert. 

The Worship Bulletins are given to the glory of God by Mr. and Mrs. Michael and 
Janet Stokes with prayers for world peace. 

 

PARENTS:  Kids aged 3 and up are invited to Vacation 
Bible School at Augustus!  Don't miss Vacation Bible 

School at Augustus June 22-25, 2026!  Sessions are daily 
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon and our theme is "Road Trip:  On 
the Go with God!"  Scan this code to register. 

 

Adult Bible Study: Our Adult Bible Class welcomes all adults to join us each 
Sunday in May as we study the themes: Christians Expectations of Grace, Duties 
of Christians, What is Real Justice, and how does that affect the Rhythms of Life 
and our own Christian Community? 

Our Adult Study Class invites all adults to meet each Sunday at 9:00 AM during 
the School year. Our study room is in our lower level library and our study 
material is taken from the International Bible Lesson Commentary series and seeks 
to address daily Christian living. 
Respectfully,  
Pr. Howard 
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The Spring Turkey/Craft & Vendor Fair Committee would like to extend with 
much gratitude and appreciation to all those who helped make the Dinner/Craft & 
Vendor Fair an enormous success.  For every volunteer that was seen in person at 
this event, there were many others working behind the scenes, resulting 
in countless volunteer hours.  From acquiring funds, equipment, supplies, 
donations, and community support to thoroughly cleaning the kitchen, food 
preparation, and providing service to our patrons, no effort went unnoticed.  The 
committee would like to thank our community sponsors Word FM, Great Songs of 
the Faith Radio, Trappe Tavern, Thrivent Financial, Phoenixville Federal Savings 
Bank, Harleysville Bank,  Risher Van Horn, Good Harvest Farms, Sunnyside 
Pastries, Giant Food Stores, Redner’s Warehouse Market, and KMA Design Studio 
for providing us with the vehicles needed to have the event.  Additionally, the 
committee would like to thank the many local businesses that donated and 
supported the raffle.  We would also like to extend a heart-felt “Thank You” to all 
of the members of Augustus Women of the ELCA for their continuous support of 
the Turkey Dinner/Craft & Vendor Fair and global mission work.  Lastly, we 
would like to thank all those who patronized this event.  It takes the entire 
Augustus Family to make an event like this feasible, and in return the entire church 
receives credit and acknowledgement for the support of pediatrician Dr. Stephen 
and Jodi Lynn Swanson, Missionaries in Tanzania. 

Outreach Social Activity – Square Dancing – Grab your partner or come 
alone!  The Outreach Committee is hosting a Square Dancing event on Friday, 
May 08th.  The event is open to people of all ages, and no prior experience is 
necessary.  Our instructor, Anna, will teach you everything.  The Outreach 
Committee will provide light refreshments.  Mark your calendars and plan to 
attend.  It is a fantastic opportunity to socialize with fellow congregants!!! 
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Augustus Wishlist 

We invite you to prayerfully consider supporting the items on our church wish list—
needed resources that are not included in the current budget but will greatly enhance the 
ministries of the various committees and the property. Your generosity helps ensure these 
needs are met in a timely and thoughtful way. If you feel led to contribute either a partial 
amount or the price in full, please label your check or church envelope with the specific 
item and the amount you wish to donate, noting that these gifts are given in addition to 
regular offerings to support our ministry.  Thank you for your continued faithfulness, 
kindness, and partnership in supporting the work of our church community. 

Items Large Project Funds 

Weekly Choir Section Leaders: $400 for all 4 or 
$100 per leader 

Stone Walls: 7th Avenue- Current price $18,500 
& Main Street- Current price $39,500 

3’ x 6’ Brown light-weight tables for Fellowship 
Hall, quantity of 10 at $350.00 each 

Future painting of the steeple: Current price 
$46,857.00 

Industrial steel shelving for the property room, 
quantity 3: $230.00 each 

Repaving of the parking lot: Current price 
$110,000.00 

Painting of windowsills on the campus: $80.00-
$125.00 each 

Air conditioning units for the Brick Church and 
the Parsonage: Up to $12,000.00 each 

Painting of doors on the campus: $490.00 per 
double door 

 

 

Geranium Sunday 

You are invited to order Red Geranium Plants as a memorial to or in honor of 
Loved Ones/Friends to decorate the Church in celebration of Pentecost, May 24 
2026. The Women of ELCA will plant them on church grounds. Please include 
payment with your order. Make Checks payable to: AUGUSTUS FLOWER 
FUND. Last day to order is May 10, 2026 

Mail to:  Karen Lachenmayer, 412 Dartmoor Rd., Schwenksville, PA 19473, or 
drop orders off in the church office. 

Phone:  610-715-4850 E-Mail:  karenlachenmayer@gmail.com 

Name:      Phone/E-mail:      

Quantity:   X  $6.00 each  Total:      

I would like the bulletin acknowledgement to read: 
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