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The Grand Old
Lady’s Sister
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What must it be like to be the sibling of a famous politician or movie star? Ev-
erywhere you go, people would recognize you, not as yourself but as so-and-so’s
brother or sister. If we could assign human feelings and emotions to a boat, that
would have been the predicament that Slo-mo-shun V found for itself. During
the early 1950s, it shared a boathouse with perhaps the most legendary hydro-
plane in Seattle racing history.
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Though its career was overshadowed by its more famous family member,
Slo-mo-shun V was also a highly successful boat. The story that follows is based
on excerpts from the book Slo-mo-shun, which tells the story of Stan Sayres,
Ted Jones, Anchor Jensen, and the boats that brought big-time hydroplane rac-
ing to the Pacific Northwest 75 years ago and created a civic infatuation for the
sport. The story was written by NewsJournal editor Andy Muntz. His book is
available for purchase through Amazon.

hree-quarters of a century
ago, a mahogany hydro-
plane named Slo-mo-shun
IV became an icon in the
Pacific Northwest. Affec-
tionately known as “The Grand Old
Lady;” the craft revolutionized the sport
with its three-point, prop-riding design.
It brought fame to Seattle when it be-
came the fastest boat in the world with
a record-shattering straightaway run on
Lake Washington in June 1950, then a
month later went to Detroit and won the
Gold Cup, thus giving Seattle the privi-
lege of hosting the sport’s most presti-
gious event the following year. For good
measure, it added a Harmsworth Trophy
victory later that summer, making it the
first to set a world speed record, and win
both the Gold Cup and a Harmsworth
since the legendary Gar Wood per-
formed that trifecta in 1921.
Because of Slo-mo IV, the sport of

Unlimited hydroplane racing became the
biggest sporting event in the Seattle area
during the 1950s and early ‘60s. Hun-
dreds of thousands of people would flock
to the shores of Lake Washington each
summer to watch it and other hydros
speed across the water. Children grow-
ing up in the Puget Sound area towed
little wooden hydroplanes behind their
bicycles and, in addition to sports heroes
such as Mickey Mantle or Willie Mays,
they were passionate about hydro driv-
ers named Lou Fageol, Joe Taggart, Bill
Muncey, and Mira Slovak. When Slo-mo
IV crashed in 1956, many thousands of
fans with tear-filled eyes solemnly filed
past the wreckage to pay their last re-
spects. The boat played such an import-
ant role in the region’s history that it is
now enshrined within Seattles Museum
of History and Industry.

The Grand Old Lady attracted so
much attention, it’s been easy for casual

observers to overlook the legendary craft
having a teammate. Conceived during
the winter that followed Slo-mo IVs his-
tory-making first season, Slo-mo-shun V
would never be as celebrated as the craft
it sat next to within the team’s boathouse,
yet is also was highly successful—the
winner of two Gold Cup races.

It was created by the same three boat
racers who had introduced the city to
Slo-mo IV. Its owner was Seattle Chrysler
dealer named Stan Sayres, its design was
conceived by an innovative visionary of
the sport named Ted Jones, and its con-
struction was done at Anchor Jensen’s
boatyard on the north shore of Portage
Bay at an address that was known at the
time as Northlake Way. In addition to its
success as a member of the Slo-mo team,
the craft would appear on hydroplane
racecourses for many years that followed,
but now, seven decades later, is likely best
remembered for the spectacular mishap
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The Slo-mo team's legendary family member, Slo-mo-shun 1V, floating on Lake Washington near Hunts Point in 1950.
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that ended the first phase of its career.

But we're getting ahead of ourselves.
First, the boat would have its contentious
creation.

While the building of Slo-mo IV in
1949 had been hampered by constant
bickering between Jones and Jensen (the
credit for its design remained a matter of
debate for many decades that followed),
constructing Slo-mo V had no such in-
trigue. Even Anchor Jensen himself will-
ingly gave full credit for the boat’s design
to Jones. Still, the project elicited its own
brand of dispute.

According to Mike Welsch, who
served as crew chief of the Slo-mo team,
after the great success of Slo-mo IV, Stan
Sayres decided in the fall of 1950 he
wanted a new boat that would be a lit-
tle faster and lighter and that would turn
better than that craft, which had been
designed with a straightaway speed re-
cord in mind. The basic idea, according
to Welsch, was to build a competition
boat and maybe just keep Slo-mo IV as a
specialist in straightaway runs.

Jones responded with a design that
changed the crown on the boat to pro-
vide more lift. He developed ideas for a
craft that would be the same length as
Slo-mo 1V, but a little wider. To make
the new boat accelerate faster, Jones in-
corporated different planing angles and
a larger non-trip to improve handling
through the turns and in rough water.
He increased the angle of attack from the
three degrees used on Slo-mo IV to about
five degrees and, to counteract the result-
ing greater lift, he increased the length of
the prop strut so the new boat’s propeller
would be over two inches farther below
the bottom of the boat.

The result, he predicted, would scare
everybody who drove it, because the
boat’s tail would rise as it gained speed,
and its nose would suddenly climb then
drop back down. “But that’s what you
have to do if you want an all-out boat,
and this was an all-out boat) he ex-
plained.

While Jones’s ideas became more re-
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From the left, Anchor Jensen, S

tan Sayres, and Ted Jones pose for a publicity photo

during the construction of Slo-mo-shun V.

fined late in 1950 and in January 1951,
nothing was said publicly about the proj-
ect until Sayres admitted to a reporter in
early February he already had the build-
ing material for a new boat, but that the
project hadn’t yet started. He said the de-
lay was caused by uncertainty related to
the Korean War.

But that explanation left out anoth-
er important provision: he wanted to
get funding for the project from Greater
Seattle, the civic organization that pro-
duced the city’s race. Toward that end,
Sayres proposed that Greater Seattle
contribute $15,000 [about $183,000 in
today’s dollars] toward the design and
construction of the new hydroplane and
to fit it with a Rolls-Royce Merlin engine.
The leaders at Greater Seattle agreed to
the plan with the condition that the boat
be completed in time for the 1951 Gold
Cup race in early August.

Facing a tight deadline and not
wanting progress to get mired by the
quarrels between Jones and Jensen that
had disrupted the building of Slo-mo IV,
Sayres then had a “very frank talk” with
his designer and builder to convince
them to get along with each other. So,

they worked out an agreement. Because
Jensen’s company was busy with oth-
er projects for the Coast Guard, Jones
would quit his job at Boeing and devote
his full attention to building the new
boat. Sayres would pay him with $5,000
[about $61,000 today] that he had solicit-
ed from Greater Seattle for that purpose.

Building Slo-moV

Construction finally started on March
25—secretly, at first. The project was
contained within the sail loft of the
Jensen boat shop, in an area above the
apartment where Jensen’s mother and fa-
ther still lived. To avoid disturbing them,
Jones promised to do the work during
the day. For privacy, they posted a guard
with a .45 pistol at the bottom of the nar-
row staircase that led to the loft so others
would not discover what was going on
up there. Even Jensen had to admit that
Jones did most of the work—at least at
first. And the two got along better—at
first, simply by ignoring each other.

By the end of June, the project had
progressed to where they felt comfortable
in bringing the boat out of hiding. They
hoisted it from the loft, dropped it to the
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shop floor, and announced its existence
to the local newspapers. “We can’t prom-
ise that the new Slo-mo will be ready for
the Gold Cup,” a cautious Sayres told re-
porters. “We expect to have her actually
in the water, ready for preliminary tests,
by July 15. It takes hours to work such a
boat in and we may not make it

But, again, much was not admitted.
As with the Slo-mo IV project and de-
spite their agreement, Jensen did much
of the work—including making deci-
sions that the designer of a boat usual-
ly would make. And, though they were
ignoring each other, Jensen couldn’t help
but notice that Jones was late or absent
parts of many days during the last month
of the boat’s construction. Finally, he felt
he had to say something to Sayres.

Four days before the boats sched-
uled unveiling, and as he saw the date
of the Gold Cup drawing near, Sayres’s
patience was used up. With things not
progressing fast enough, he sent a blis-
tering three-page letter to Jones, Jensen,
and the rest of the Slo-mo crew to outline
his grievances for why the project was
behind schedule.

“I am afraid that some of you—have
decided that I am an ‘easy mark—that
I am so wrapped up in race boats—re-
cords, etc.—that anything will get by,
he wrote. “Let me assure you, that you
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Slo-mo-shun V takes shape in the sail loft at Jensen Motor Boat in Seattle.

are wrong if you have this conclusion.
Let me assure you that if you contrib-
ute to my getting stuck for $15,000 or
$20,000—I WILL NOT ACCEPT IT EI-
THER AMIABLY OR GRACIOUSLY. I
WILL PIN THE ROSE OR ROSES EX-
ACTLY WHERE THEY BELONG.

“You should remember that the 1950
season cost me $39,000 out of my pocket.
So far for 1951 I am ‘IN’ for more than
$10,000 more (actual investment in TV’
and V). If I cannot secure some return
from Greater Seattle in other ways—then
I wonder if YOU think the diplomas, the

awards and the publicity are worth that
kind of money to me? If you do—you are
kidding yourselves.

“I have always been meticulous
about giving credit to you—I will be just
as thorough in pointing out the ones that
I depended on and the ones who failed
me.

“Take it or leave it—At this point I
do not particularly care”

Message strongly delivered, Sayres
authorized the project to continue and
had a meeting with Jensen to discuss
the situation. There, as expected, Jensen
complained about what Jones was (and
wasn't) doing and reminded Sayres that
his boatyard was busy with Coast Guard
work. Sayres wasn’t deterred. He told
Jensen he didn’t care about the other
work; he wanted his hydroplane done.

So, Jensen reluctantly called his con-
tact at the Coast Guard to ask permission
to delay those projects so his crew could
get Slo-mo V done. The commander not
only told him the delay would be okay,
but that hed also like him to get the hy-
dro done. His commanding officer was
coming for the Gold Cup and was ex-
pecting to see both Slo-mo boats in the
race.

With that path cleared, Jensen and
his team scrambled for the next three

Slo-mo-shun V on the shop floor with with its decking completed.

Jensen Family Collection



cal equipment, and by July 22 the boat was ready
for its first shake-down cruise—with Sayres in the
cockpit and the Gold Cup only a week away.

The finished product looked like its sister—
the same mahogany color but with a bright-yellow
cowling over the engine instead of red. Behind the
cockpit, instead of a triangular tail standing upon
the rear deck, Slo-mo V’s red tail was supported at
its front end by a quarter-circle of yellow cowling
behind its single seat. The crew painted the num-
ber U-37 in yellow on the top of each sponson.

After Sayres had his turn at the new boat,
Jones took over and drove it on a 25-minute run
that ended across Lake Washington at Sayres’s
boathouse next to his new home on Hunts Point.
“She’s the sweetest thing yet,” he said when he
arrived, a wide grin on his face. “She turned on
a dime and had a slightly different feel from the
Slo-mo IV that 'm sure means she’ll do what we
figured she would,”

As the Detroit fleet crept its way west across
the hot plains and through the steep mountains
toward Seattle, the Slo-mo team worked every
daylight hour to get their two boats ready for
the race. Although Slo-mo V needed fine-tuning
changes after every run, its performance was re-
markable right from the start. “It was fascinating,”
Mike Welsch said. “The Five was launched about
three weeks before the race and we had no prob-
lems. We didn’t change anything™

About the time the Detroit caravan was ap-
proaching Montana, the Slo-mo team pushed the
new boat faster. It hit 140 mph without hardly
opening the throttle. Then, it went even faster. The

er sister coming out of the turns, but that it also
lacked stability in the straightaways. While Slo-
mo IV could reach 185 mph, the bow of the new
boat showed an alarming tendency to rise when it
reached 165 mph. Its driver would have to watch

that with care.

Welsch experienced that phenomenon first-
hand. “I was always leery of the Five, he ex-
plained. “T felt that she was too flighty. Stan and
I always did the oft-season testing and one day I
had the Five up to 160 miles per hour and she got
airborne. I was never so scared in my life” In part
because of his feelings about the new boat, Welsch
remained the crew chief of Slo-mo IV and Elmer
Linenschmidt was assigned those duties for Slo-
mo V.

Finally, it was time for the action to start. As
the first boats from the east arrived in Seattle, the
Slo-mo team continued testing. Ted Jones was slat-
ed to drive the new boat in the race, while the de-
fending Gold Cup champion would be driven by
Lou Fageol of Kent, Ohio.

Standing only five feet five inches tall, Fa-
geol was a veteran limited-class competitor who
glowed with self-confidence. “He was two people,”
his son Ray says of his father. “He was a racer, but
he also was a very serious businessman.”

The business side of that equation came by
way of his father, Frank Fageol, one of four broth-
ers who founded the Fageol Motor Company in
1916, a firm that made tractors and transit buses.
In 1927, Frank and his brothers then formed the
Fageol Twin Coach Company in Kent, Ohio, and
produced buses that featured two engines and that
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The two members of the
Slo-mo team pose for a
family portrait.

“She’s the
sweetest thing
yet. She turned
onadime and
had a slightly
different feel
from the Slo-mo
IV that I'm sure
means she’ll do
what we figured
she would,”
-Ted Jones
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would be among the first to use propane
for fuel. Lou Fageol took over as presi-
dent of the company shortly after World
War II.

Fageol loved to go fast, and he was
a fearless competitor, both on the water
and on the auto racetrack. Anchor Jen-
sen once described him as somebody
who could make a log go fast.

He had entered race cars in the Indi-
anapolis 500, drove a 7-litre boat named
So Long in several Unlimited contests,
then saw experience aboard Such Crust
and Such Crust IT in 1949. His most re-
cent experience in an Unlimited came
during the 1950 Gold Cup that Slo-mo
IV had won. After Bill Cantrell with-
drew himself from the cockpit of My
Sweetie following the first heat, Fageol
was tabbed to drive the craft for the rest
of the day. He made a good run against
the faster Seattle boat until mechanical
problems took him out of the running.
Then, after the race, Sayres invited him
to turn a couple of laps aboard Slo-mo IV
and was impressed enough to ask him to
join the team.

The 1951 Gold Cup

Officials were scheduled to open the
Gold Cup course for qualifying trials at

nine oclock Monday morning. And, as
was becoming his habit, Sayres want-
ed his boat to make the first attempt.
Jones drove Slo-mo-shun V on a five-
mile journey south from Hunts Point,
checked in with those on the official’s
barge anchored off Mt. Baker Park, then
went around the course three times at an
average speed of 91.370 mph, the sec-
ond-fastest in Gold Cup history. There
was only one problem. “Jones had a nar-
row escape with the craft in the morning
run,” Cliff Harrison of the Seattle Post-In-
telligencer reported, “turning completely
around when he hit the south turn too
fast. Beyond drenching him, no damage
was done to the craft” No damage, that
is, except to Jones’s psyche.

Fageol arrived in Seattle via his pri-
vate plane later that afternoon and took
the new boat around the racecourse—
turning in an unofficial lap of 103 mph.
Then he turned his attention to the ride
he had been assigned. Fageol took Slo-
mo IV down from Hunts Point on Tues-
day and qualified it at 90.4522 mph.

During the next couple of days,
however, as the Slo-mo team continued
to test the two hydroplanes at the north
end of Lake Washington, Jones was hav-
ing second thoughts about his driving

Ted Jones (left), Stan Sayres, and Lou Fageol share a laugh
as they prepared for the first Gold Cup to be held in Seattle
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The 1951 Gold Cup attracted a quarter million
fans, including those watching from thousands
of boats tied to the loghoom.

assignment. Spooked that Slo-mo V had
spun out on him, and then after watch-
ing Fageol take the hydro around the
course smoother and faster a few hours
later, Jones asked Sayres if the two could
switch boats. Sayres agreed, but as the
race drew closer, Jones thought better of
the change. This time, Sayres said no.

The first Gold Cup race held west
of the Mississippi River was held before
a crowd of a quarter million people who
lined the shore of Lake Washington or
who watched from the decks of thou-
sands of yachts and pleasure boats tied
to a log boom that lined the backstretch.
It was a summer day typical for the Pa-
cific Northwest: cloudy and mild in the
morning then warm and sunny by early
afternoon.

The Slo-mo team had moved its
base of operations from Hunts Point to
a place closer to the racecourse. Because
the Gold Cup race committee was con-
cerned that Mt. Baker Park might be too
small to accommodate the boats, they
encouraged Sayres’s team to work from a
pier at Leschi, just north of the Floating
Bridge and close to where Miss Pepsi was
based. It would serve as their race-day

Hydroplane and Raceboat Museum



base for every Seattle race they would
enter for the next five years.

There at Leschi, the team collect-
ed the tools and equipment they would
need. They assembled two wooden cra-
dles for their boats to rest upon and hired
a crane to lift the boats to and from the
lake. As the hydros floated near the dock,
Jones climbed into the cockpit of Slo-mo
IV while Fageol settled into the seat of
Slo-mo V. They both set their magneto
switches and tickled their primer switch-
es. Metallic-sounding clunks, thumps,
and whirring noises rang from both en-
gines. Dark-gray smoke then shot from
the exhaust stacks, and they were away—
south to the racecourse where they would
join the other hydros that were circling
the racecourse to warm up their engines
and get into position for the start.

Fageol and Jones took a lap around
the buoys, then, as the time for the start
drew closer, they sneaked back through
the span of the Floating Bridge without
attracting attention and circled around
near the Leschi pier. While the final
seconds counted down and the Detroit
boats milled around in the north turn
preparing for the start, Fageol and Jones
were getting into position for a surprise.

As the fleet rounded the north turn
to make their run for the starting line,
the drivers of the two hometown favor-
ites slammed their feet to the throttles.
Side by side the two mahogany boats
screamed back under the bridge and
straight for the starting line—their white
roostertails soaring behind them, emit-
ting a roar loud enough that people miles
away in Renton and downtown Seattle
could hear it. The sudden appearance of
the speeding boats from under the bridge
was so thrilling to the partisan throng on
the beach that the “flying start” became a
beloved trademark of the Slo-mos.

Careening toward the starting line,
Jones veered left to pass the others to the
inside. Fageol veered to the right and
passed the others on the outside. Slo-mo
V hit the starting line at the instant the
starting gun fired. With a quick glance

Hydroplane and Raceboat Museum

TOP: The crew works on Slo-mo V as it rests on the dock at Leschi durin% the 1951 Gold Cup.

Driver Lou Fageol, owner Stan Sayres, and Ted Jones are standing to the right of the boat.
MIDDLE: S/o-mo V motors away from the Leschi dock toward the racecourse. ABOVE: As fans watch
from above, Fageol drives Slo-mo V through the west span of the Floating Bridge
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“Fageol proved
he was one of
the best hydro
drivers in the
country by his
split-second
timing of the
start,” Kent
Powell of the
Seattle Times
reported.

As a throng of reporters
watched from the official
barge, Slo-mo-shun V
leads the field as it
approaches the finish line
during the 1951 Gold Cup.

over his left shoulder, Fageol saw the dark-green
hull of Hornet behind him. He flew his boat to-
ward the south turn. It out accelerated all but
Chuck Thompson in the long and skinny step hull
Miss Pepsi, which followed close behind.

“Fageol proved he was one of the best hydro
drivers in the country by his split-second timing
of the start,” Kent Powell of the Seattle Times re-
ported.

As Fageol steered to his left toward the buoy
line, Thompson crossed his wake and held a po-
sition to the rear and to the right of Slo-mo V as
they rounded the turn. The pair then headed up
the backstretch toward the north turn, circled
those buoys, and returned to the starting line to
complete the first lap. Slo-mo V was ahead of Miss
Pepsi by the length of its roostertail. Hornet fol-
lowed in third place, then Gale II. Jones and Slo-
mo IV were back in the pack in a tight battle with
Such Crust I and Hurricane IV.

Meanwhile, the contest between Fageol and
Thompson continued. During the next three turns
around the course, Slo-mo V would pull ahead
by 150 yards in the straightaways and then Miss
Pepsi, using its advantage in the turns, would cut
that gap in half. Holding its lead, Slo-mo V danced
across the wave tops while, behind it, Miss Pep-
si carved its way over the water—its narrow bow
pointed slightly upward, pulsating up and down
like a flapping wing as it kept pace.

The duel then ended during the fourth
One of the engines in Miss Pepsi sputtered,

coughed, and went silent. Its lubricating oil had
been pumped out through the front seal and into
the blower because of a damaged crankshaft. “The
supposedly sensational Miss Pepsi simply didn't
have the guts, to use that short but significant
word,” wrote Cliff Harrison of the Seattle Post-In-
telligencer.

“We were aware of the fact that the Pepsi was
throwing oil at the rate of about 40 gallons a heat,”
said Welsch. “We also knew the reason why it was
doing it. It was because their breather system was
hooked up wrong and it was just sucking the oil
right out of the tank. The way we discovered it was
that you could see an oil slick running behind the
Miss Pepsi. And for this reason, we knew he would
never last a heat”

From the perspective of the Miss Pepsi team,
Thompson had no choice but to protect his boat.
“Slo-mo was a terrific boat,” said Robert Dossin,
the son of owner Roy Dossin. “If Chuck felt there
was a problem with our boat, rather than take a
chance, he would pull out. The smooth water
conditions out in Seattle were better suited to a
three-pointer. Our boat was built for rough water”

With Miss Pepsi out, the heat victory belonged
to Slo-mo V while Slo-mo IV finished third behind
Bill Cantrell in Hornet. Cantrell’s second-place fin-
ish came with a cost, though. When he returned to
the pits, he stood up and discovered that with all
the battering he had taken, his pants had ripped
down the back. He snatched the torn sections of
his pants together with one hand, vaulted out of

lap.
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Lou Fageol and Slo-mo-shun V complete a lap during the Gold Cup as Lee Schoenith drives Gale Il down the backstretch.

the cockpit, and threw on some mechan-
ic’s overalls.

Fageol began the second heat like he
had the first, with the same flying start
from under the west approach span of
the Floating Bridge. Thompson also did
like he had done during the first heat and
grabbed a spot at the heels of Slo-mo V.
But this time the battle lasted only a few
seconds. A crankshaft broke on Miss Pep-
si before the boat had even reached the
first turn—causing it to drift silently to
a stop.

“The public address announcer and

others on the judges’ barge had been de-
claring what an exciting race the Gold
Cup hydroplane race had been. In all
truth, it had been only mildly exciting;”
wrote one cynical reporter the next day,
who for evidence pointed to the drop-
ping out of Miss Pepsi in the second heat.
“In the absence of this one strong com-
petitor, virtually the sole contest resolved
itself into the question of how many
boats Slo-mo-shun V could lap”

With Miss Pepsi drifting near the
south turn, the hopes of the Detroit fleet
rested with Hornet—a craft that owner

A B A

Lou Fageol drove Slo-mo-shun V to the official’s barge when the race was over.

Horace Dodge called his “green-eyed
monster;” now driven by Danny Foster,
instead of Cantrell. In the early laps, Fos-
ter tried to keep his boat within striking
distance of Slo-mo V, but by the fourth
lap, the eventual order of finish was well
established, with Fageol in the lead and
winning with ease.

“With a wide grin for the clicking
cameras and a wink for the happy blonde
in the red coat who is his wife, Lou Fa-
geol taxied up to the finish barge after
the second heat, when it was evident that
the Seattle boat was best,” wrote Royal
Brougham of the Seattle Post-Intelligenc-
er. “This was the way he responded to the
cheers which reverberated up and down
and across the water—Fageol leaned over
in the cockpit and caressed with two
hands the dripping hull of Slo-mo-shun
V. It was a great driver’s tribute to a great
boat.”

After the brief celebration, Fageol
started the boat’s engine and cruised
back under the Floating Bridge to the
dock at Leschi where the team waited to
prepare their two boats for the final heat.
While the Slo-mo crew members in their
white coveralls scrambled over their boat
doing their work, the disabled Miss Pepsi
dangled from the boom of a crane only a
shouting distance away—the water tap-
ping at the tip of its tail. Roy and Walter
Dossin stood on the dock next to their
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boat with grim expressions on their fac-
es.

On the strength of its two heat victo-
ries, Slo-mo V had 800 points, 200 more
than Hornet’s total. Slo-mo IV had 450
points with two third-place finishes.

Among the boats far behind in the
standings was a silver-colored step hull
of the old flavor named Quicksilver, a
craft owned and driven by a Portland
tugboat captain named Orth Mathoit.
He had built the boat from a set of plans
drawn by famed designer John Hack-
er in about 1930 but, according to Ted
Jones, it was not well constructed. And
it was vastly overpowered. Instead of
the 275-horsepower engine specified
in the plans, Quicksilver had a power-
plant that was capable of over 10 times
that amount. Yet, despite his boat’s great
power, Mathoit had barely qualified.
So far on race day he had a sixth-place
finish in the first heat and did not start
the second. Then came the final. As the
cannon roared to signal the coming start,
Mathoit shouted to Such Crust owner
Jack Schafer, “We're going to shoot the
works this time, whatever happens,” and
he drove his boat onto the course.

For this start, Morlan Visel in the
massive dark-green and white Hurricane
IV joined the two Slo-mo boats in their
run from under the bridge to the start-
ing line, but Foster had seen enough of
that act and tried his best to put Hornet
in position to disrupt the maneuver. As
he emerged from the north turn, he let
Hornet skid to his right—into Slo-mo
V’s path. But Fageol also swerved to his
right, got around the green boat, and led
the field across the line and into the first
turn—with Hornet right behind—but
only for a moment. As they roared up
the backstretch, Hornet slowed, picked
up speed again, then fell to a crawl and
dropped out of the race. That left Fageol
alone and well ahead once again—victo-
ry seemed assured.

Then, tragedy struck. While ending
its second lap, far behind the leaders,
Quicksilver took a wide arc coming out
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Lou Fageol and Stan Sayres celebrate their victory with other members of the Slo-mo team.

of the north turn and passed so close to
the official barge that, according to the
report in Time magazine, “newsmen
aboard could count the stitches on his
[Mathoits] lifebelt” About 300 yards
past the barge, the boat launched itself
into the air going about 120 miles per
hour and disintegrated into a geyser of
spray as it returned to the surface of Lake
Washington. When rescuers arrived,
they found only a few splinters of silver
plywood floating on the water, two life
jackets, a seat cushion, and one shoe with
a sock still inside.

Race officials stopped the race—
or, at least tried. The drivers, however,
weren't getting the message and contin-
ued, unaware of what happened. In the
confusion, Hurricane IV hit some of
the wreckage and suffered hull damage,
Gale II caught fire, and Fageol continued
until he was in his ninth lap. “Unable
to spot the frantic flag waving of start-
er Fred Hallett, the boats on the course
continued for lap after lap,” wrote Yacht-
ing magazine’s Mel Crook, who also was
serving as the referee for the race. “Final-
ly repeated shots from the cannon caught
their attention and the 44th Gold Cup
contest settled into shocked silence”

Race officials ruled they would con-
sider the first and second heats to be
the full contest and declared Fageol the
winner—but there was little celebrating.
Divers found Mathoit’s body two hours
later and didn’t recover the remains of
his riding mechanic, Thompson Whit-
taker, until the next day.

Among the congratulatory mes-
sages that Sayres received with his sec-
ond-straight Gold Cup victory was a tele-
gram from Walter Dossin, co-owner of
Miss Pepsi. “Congratulations to you and
Lou Fageol in retaining the Gold Cup
and running such a fine race;” he wrote.
“Your boats were wonderful. Hope to see
you in Detroit”

1951 Seafair Trophy Race

The Seafair Trophy Race was scheduled
for the following weekend, but the De-
troit contingent had little taste for more.
All six Motor City boats formed anoth-
er caravan and, by early Tuesday morn-
ing, were already headed east on U.S.
Route 10 across Snoqualmie Pass. The
race instead became an exhibition where
the two Slo-mo boats competed against
three limited-class hydros on a five-mile
course that would have been used if a
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Seattle Museum of History and Industr

Harmsworth race had been scheduled.

Jones won the first heat in Slo-mo V
then Fageol won the second in Slo-mo
IV. Before the final, Fageol told Jones,
“Let’s make it look like a race. Let’s stay
fairly close” So, the two boats started
side by side. Slo-mo V would go faster in
the straightaways while Slo-mo IV per-
formed better in the turns—until the fi-
nal turn where, according to their agree-
ment, they were on their own. “Well, he
[Fageol] went on his own ahead of me,
Jones said. “Instantly, when he saw that
buoy, he stood on it and got through the
buoy, and I had to go around him on the
outside” When they reached the finish
line, Jones and Slo-mo V crossed two or
three boat lengths ahead. “Seattle de-
served a good show that day;” Jones later
admitted.

Vancouver Exhibition

Three weeks after winning their sec-
ond Gold Cup, the Slo-mo team took a
road trip north of the Canadian border
to compete in a more friendly contest.
There had been faint whispers that a
group from British Columbia might try
to challenge for the Harmsworth Trophy,
so Sayres agreed to take both of his boats

140 miles north to Vancouver to help
nudge that possibility along. They would
make an exhibition on Burrard Inlet, the
saltwater bay that sits on the north side
of the city. The event’s promoter, the Van-
couver Sun newspaper, billed it as “Van-
couver’s most sensational waterfront
event since Captain George Vancouver
discovered our talent in 17927

The two hydroplanes left on
Wednesday, August 29 under escort by
the Washington State Patrol. They were
then met at the border by the Royal Ca-
nadian Mounted Police and taken to the
fairgrounds of the annual Pacific Nation-
al Exhibition, where the two boats sat on
display outside the Hobby Show for three
days. On Sunday afternoon, September 2,
an estimated 100,000 spectators crowded
the shore of Burrard Inlet to watch Slo-
mo IV and Slo-mo V throw roostertails
into the air. The boats went three times
around a triangular-shaped course about
four statute miles in length.

Organizers promised they would
sweep the course with seine nets to clear
any debris, but the rough water from
an incoming tide made that impossible.
Many on the Slo-mo crew suggested it
was too dangerous to run, but Sayres put

The Slo-mo team was honored at the Seattle Yacht Club after the 1951 season. On the table
are, from the left, the Gold Cup, the Seafair Trophy, and the Martini & Rossi Trophy. Standing
behind the trophies are, in the front row from the left, Lou Fageol, Stan Sayres, Ted Jones, Anchor Jensen,
and Jerry Barker. In the middle row from the left, Ollie Meek, an unknown person not on the crew,
Doc Lounsberry, and Bob Swanson. In the back row from the left, Elmer Linenschmidt, Mike Welsch,
Ralph Shamic, Joe Schobert, and Hi Johnson.

the boats in the water, anyway.

Sayres took the controls of Slo-mo
V in the first heat while Jones drove the
sister with the red engine hood. Sayres
finished a few feet ahead with an average
speed of 90.864 mph, as compared with
Jones at 90.6 mph. The two then switched
boats the second time out. Driving Slo-
mo IV, Sayres turned one lap at 110.6
mph and won again by a close margin—
an average speed of 99.429 mph. In com-
parison, the boat with the yellow cowling
and with Jones at the wheel went 99.1
mph. They both said they hit a top speed
of about 140 mph. The schedule also
called for an attempt to set a saltwater
world speed record, but officials canceled
that because of the conditions.

Before he returned to Seattle, Jones
thanked the thousands of people who
watched. “If the driftwood problem can
be completely conquered, Burrard Inlet
is a far better course than the Detroit
River where they’ve had Gold Cup races
for the last 40 years,” he said.

It was one of the last times Jones
would sit in the cockpit of either boat. He
left the team a few months later. When
news of his departure reached the press in
February 1952, the announcement made
it sound as though he was leaving the
team on good terms to seek an exciting
new opportunity. But those who watched
the team closely knew the reason was
much deeper than that. Some even felt
his departure was not voluntary—a con-
sequence of the debacle surrounding the
construction of Slo-mo V. <

Next Month, Slo-mo V wins another Gold
Cup, performs an aerobatic maneuver
that is still remembered, and concludes its
racing career.
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The 2025 edition of the Hydro
Record Book is now available.

or the sixth year in a row, the
Unlimited NewsJournal has pro-
vided you with a document that 2 0 2 5 HYD Ro
can settle just about every debate R ECO R D B 00 K
you could ever have about the sport of

AND STATISTICS

Unlimited hydroplane racing. Don’t re-
member who won the 1968 Wisconsin Cup
in Madison, Wisconsin? The Record Book

has the answer. (Billy Schumacher in Miss

Bardahl.) Hasn't every true hydro fan had
a debate with friends about which boat

has finished the most heats? Now, you can
settle the matter by checking page 27 of the
Record Book. And, which driver has the

@

best percentage of winning the heats he has e S Q)
finished? You know where to look. PUBLISHED BY THE

UNLIMITED NEWSJOURNAL
The 2025 edition includes updated data

using the results from last season. And, like the previous five editions, this year’s Hydro
Record Book offers a new feature. This year, it's an index by hull that lists every boat that
has won a race since 1922.

But, that’s not all. The best thing about the Hydro Record Book is its price.

It's FREE!

To get your copy of this 52-page publication, simply go to our website. You can read it
there, bookmark it, download it to your computer, or print yourself a copy. You'll find the

Hydro Record Book at www.unlimitednewsjournal.net. Just click on the link at the top of
the home page.

Every hydro fan needs a copy.

On the following pages are a few samples of what you’ll find inside this year’s edition of
the Hydro Record Book.
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MOST RACE VICTORIES BY A DRIVER:

1. Dave VIllwock ......covvvereeeereriscricen, 67 12, RONMUSSON oo, 16 GEOTGE REIS ..o 9
2. Bill MUNCEY ..o, 62 TomM D'EAtN oo 16 JACK REGAS oo 9
3. ChipHanauer ..., 61 14, Chuck ThOmMPSON...cvevrrerrrieriies 15 25, DanAreNa...ooccenceeeeeeeeeeeseeeiseeeeeeeens 8
4. Dean Chenoweth.......c.cooovvnvviinrrinnnens 25 15. George Henley ..., 12 26. Lee Schoenith......c.cooocvnerveneriiscrieceen, 7

Jimmy Shane .......ovevereneecens 25 MarkTate e 12 SCOtt PIEICE .o 7
6. JimKropfeld.......coooeviinriiiiis 22 GarWood ..o, 12 Corey Peabody.......c.oovevemereenrriineris 7

Bill Cantrell.......ocooveveerrerseecens 22 18. Mickey Remund ....cocooovvvvernvrirnnrinns 1
8. Steve David ..., 18 ANATeW Tate .....coumrveerrrirereerriennne 11
9. Billy Schumacher ..., 17 20, Mark Evans ..., 10

Danny FOSEEN ....vvvnrverrierereieriiceenns 17 Mira SIoVakK.......cooorveeereeiiecierienns 10

J.Michael Kelly ..o, 17 Bill Stead ... 9
MOST RACES ENTERED BY A DRIVER:
1. Bill MUNCEY oo 194 15, Jerry Hopp e 90 30. Steve Reynolds........ccccooevvrmcverncriranens 59
2. Steve David .....coocooovvveveeeeeee, 183 16, Bob Gilliam ....ooovveeeeeecee, 86 31, Jack Schafer, Jr. oo 58
3. ChipHanauer ..., 158 17. Ron Snyder......cccovevvemvrrenerrinecrinereenne 85 32. BobSchroeder.......cccccouuvvmmererncrinacnns 57
4. Dave Villwock ......cccevveerrierircriinnn. 153 MMy King ..o, 85 George Woods, Jr. ..., 57
5. Mitch EVanS ...ccvvocveecerncieene 145 19, Tom D'Eath oo 78 34. Chuck Hickling ..coocoeeveecrvrncrirncriacs 56
6. KenMuscatel.......c.ovevvenerveneriirneriinnn. 126 20. Nate Brown........cccooeevvviioveiirncrnecinens 77 Warner Gardner...........cooccconererncrinenens 56
7. Mike Hanson ......ccccoveevenerverneriincnnens 124 21. Dean Chenoweth.......c.cccovvcveerrernerienne 76 Jeff Bernard......coooevveevevevecccrseennns 56
8. Bill Cantrell ..o 118 22. Billy Schumacher ......ccccoovvevrvecrernerienne 71 37. Mickey Remund ......cccoovvvvrnvvirncriannns 54
9. Mark Evans ..., 109 MIINET TVIN oo 71 38. NOrM EVans......ccccoevvvevinrvnerircrieciane. 52
10. J. Michael Kelly ......ccoovvvvemerrirnerirnnns 104 24, Jim McCormick c....veerverceereciecrienne 70 39. Brian Perkins......cc.coovevreerirnerirncriaenns 51
10, Fred ARET .o 101 Walt Kade ......coooevveereiecriecrineceinenees 70 40. Danny FOSter ......c.cooovevimrvererirerieciann. 50
11, Greg Hopp..ocvveveeeieeeesseseeeenee 97 26, JimKropfeld.....oo.coovrvveonrrrie. 69 41, Mark Weber........cc.ovvevemervernererncriiannns 49
12, MarkTate ..oocveeceeceeceeresereiecenene 94 27. Bob Miller ..o, 68 42. Lee Schoenith.......cooccvvevvrncrirncrirnenns 48
13, SCOtt PIierce .., 93 28. Jimmy Shane ..., 64
14. Chuck ThROMPSON.....vovrvecriicriircnene 91 29. Todd Yarling.....ooceeevereernerrenncrinecirnenees 63
BEST PERCENTAGE OF HEAT WINS vs. HEATS FINISHED BY A DRIVER:
1. JimmyShane.................. 163 ., 238....... 0.685  16. BillySchumacher................ R 166........ 0.464
2. ChipHanauer.................. 270...ccveenne. 412 .....0.655 17. BillStead....................... Py S 59......0.458
3. DaveVillwock .................. 346.......... 537.....0.644 18 TomD'Eath ..................... 81 s 179.......0.453
4. JackRegas...................... 35 e 59.....0.593  19. MiraSlovak..................... /1 96 ......0.448
5. DeanChenoweth............... LR — 193......0.585  20. MarkTate.................o.vs LV F— 325......0.394
6. RonMusson .................... (o) I 106....... 0.575  21. JeanTheoret.................... 4. M2... 0.393
7. AndrewTate..................... [T 14 .....0.553  22. DonWilson..................... P RO 75.....0.373
8. JimKropfeld.................... 92 168 ......0.548  23. BillCantrell ..................... [T To— 183.......0.361
9. MickeyRemund................. 63, 118...... 0.534  24. CoreyPeabody .................. 27 oo, 77 ....... 0.351
10. BillMuncey.................... 234............ 457 ....... 0.519  25. SteveReynolds.................. 1< — 113.......0.336
11. GeorgeHenley.................. 38 76 ....... 0.500  26. TommyFults.................... 17 s 52....... 0.327
12. BillSterett. ...t K IO 63....0492  27. BillBrow ....................... Py S 83......0.325
13. DannyFoster.................... 42 86....... 0.488  28. Leif Borgersen................... 23, 73..... 0.315
14. Guylombardo .................. 26, 54 .....0481  29. RexManchester................. 16 61.... 0.314
15. ChuckThompson ................ 79 i 168......0.470  30. WarnerGardner................. 3T, 102....... 0.304
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MOST RACE VICTORIES BY AN OWNER:

1. Bernie Little .o 134 Vanessa/Darrell Strong...........ccoccevnevees 1329, Bob Steil oo
2. Miss Madison, INCecc.coueveverrernereircriennn. 42 16, George Simon ........c.ccceveveveverecrenerinne. 12 30. Herb Mendelson ......c.ccoevvmerverncrirecnnen.
3. Bill MUNCEY oo 29 GarWoOd ..o, 12 Jim Harey ..o
Joe Schoenith........cooccveevvncrnnciinannns 29 18. William Waggoner...........cooccvrvevvernenees 1 J.Gordon Thompson ........coeceeecreercenen.
5. Erick ElStrom...oooovveiirecne, 28 Lori/Mike JONES ..., M Milo/Glen Stoen .........ccocevrvvnrieeeiennennn.
6. OleBardahl ..o 27 20. GuyLombardo......ccccomvevrnecrrnerirnannes 10 VicKliesrath. ..o,
7. Dave Heerensperger..........ccouceeveenene. 25 William Bennett ..........coocevecvneveernenees 10 35. Jane/Billy Schumacher.........c.coocvveceeen.
8. Fran Muncey.....cocooevvevnecinerincrrecnnn, 24 22. George Reis.......ccovevveveerieciecreres 9 JW WhIIOCK oo
9. Ted POrter ..o 18 Jack Schafer. ..., 9 Leslie RoSENDErg........ocvveuereercreercrinnan.
Willard Rhodes........oovveieiriins 18 24. BillHarrah .co.coooooviiine, 8 Rob Graham .......ccccoooerivniiniiecine,
11. Fred Leland......oovverieine, 17 Bill WUISEET. ..o, 8 Stan Dollar. ...
12. Horace Dodge ......ccccvevvvernereerncriircnnene 15 Edgar Kaiser ........coevvevervenneriiccincriennee, 8 Dan Arena......cccecveecveerinriierierieenenes
Steve WOOmeT.......coovveevnerineriecnine. 15 27, Stan Sayres......rvernnevneeineninne. 7
14. Dossin Brothers.........coocccvmeverncreeecnnen. 13 JOE LIt e 7
MOST GOLD CUP VICTORIES BY AN OWNER:
1. Bernie Little oo 14 GEOrge REIS ..o, 3 Jesse Vincent......oovvevenrecinecneinn,
2. Fran MUNCeY..ooovevcverreeeeeis 7 Jonathan Wainwright............coovvvrereenn. 3 Joe Schoenith........cooocenrvncininn,
3. Miss Madison, INC....ueveercrveecriirencenns 6 Vanessa/Darrell Strong............coeeeceeenneee. 3 Mike and Lori JONes ........cccvveerevrvernnnnnes
A Erick ENStrOM oo 5 13. CalebBragg....ocoomreermmrrermmeeerneriissriennee. 2 Steve WOOMET ...
GArWOOd ..o 5 Dave Heerensperger .......occ.coveeeeneeeennee. 2 VicKliesrath....ocvveceecnseeens
Ole Bardahl .........cooeevveeerveerrrirecrieenne 5 Edward Schroeder........cooocvvvecriernnnneens 2 Zalmon SIMMONS .......comureeercrrerrcrreenne
StaN SAYIeS ... 5 Fred Leland.......c.ooevvenrrinenae, 2
8. Willard Rhodes........ccovvvemereerrreariis 4 George TOwNnSeNnd..........oevveereerrreennnens 2
9. Bill MUNCEY .o 3 Horace DOdge ....ovvvvvrverrierierinaee, 2
MOST TOTAL RACE VICTORIES BY A HULL:
The boat name listed is the name the hull had when it first entered competition.
1. #0116 Miss E-LAaM PIUS .ooovvvveeeeveeeeee 27 14. #5960 Miss TRIFWAY ©.....oooveveevrcriieeieeeee 14
2. #0007 (T-6) MisS BUAWEISET ....veeeeeeeeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeseeesenes 26 #7025 Pride of Pay ‘N Pak .......ccovvveerrieriierieeseenn, 14
3. #0706 Oh Boy! ODertO ......cvvvevcvirccricriecreieciecrieeeinnen, 25 16. #6240 Miss Bardahl ..o 12
4. #7707 Atlas Van Lines ..........coovvveemrreeemnreecneereeseeseesseeneees 24 #8200 At1as Van LiNes ........cvvecrrveeorreeennereeenseseeseeseeee 12
#8707 (T-2) Miss BUAWEISET «......veovveeeeeeeeeeeee e 24 18. #6812 Miss BUAWEISET .........oveeveerrerereeeiesveeeses e, 1
6. #8700 Miss CIircus CIrCUS vvveeeuueeermecreererreeressessessseseeneees 23 19. #5608 Hawaii Kai 1] ..........cvveereiereeirecereceeceiieceieens 10
#9712 (T-5) Miss BUAWEISET .......vveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeae 23 #6740 Miss Bardahl .........ccccovvviveiieeiececee e, 10
8. #7325 Pay N PaK ..o 22 271, #2202 ELLAGANO c.voovvveercrieeeeeieieeeeeieee e 9
#8072 MisS BUAWRISET ..o 22 #1801 Miss HOMESEERL ......cvvuuericrcirecrecee e 9
10, #92702 COOTS DIY .o 19 23. #4803 My SWEELIE ......ouecec e 8
11. #9501 (T-3/rebuiltin 1995) Miss Budweiser..............c.......... 18 #5099 MiSS PEPSI .....oooverveeieieeeee e 8
12. #8407 Atlas Van Lines .........cooverveeeverienrineiesiesies e, 17 #5513TeMPO VIl oo 8
13. #8907 (T-3) MisS BUAWEISET «..e.eoeeeeeee e, 16 #7177 AHaSVan LINeS ........oveveveeeeeeeceeeeeeee e, 8
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Hydroplane and Raceboat Museum

HERITAGE

Historical Perspective by Craig Fjarlie

he recent news about the sale of |
the Miss Madison, Inc., racing

team means it is a good time to
review the history of the hydroplanes
from Madison, Indiana. The legacy runs
from 1961 through 2024. Numerous
people have sweated over one or more of
the boats in pit areas around the country,
and some of the greatest drivers in rac-
ing have occupied the cockpits. Whether
there will be another Miss Madison at
some time in the future is impossible to
predict. For now, the history of the team
is where we will focus our attention.
Sam DuPont entered Unlimited rac-
ing in 1958 with a boat named Nitrogen.
At the close of the 1960 season, he do-
nated the craft to the City of Madison,
which wanted to campaign it to promote
the Ohio River town. The first Miss Mad-
ison entered competition in 1961 at the
Detroit Memorial, with Marion Cooper
driving.
A few weeks later the boat made the
trek to Seattle for the Seafair regatta. That

S

year, Seafair ran a format of three races
in one. The top seven qualifiers would
compete for the World Championship,
the next group ran in a separate race for
the Seattle Trophy, and the third race for
the Queen’s Trophy was for the slowest
three qualifiers. Miss Madison was in the
second group and Cooper drove it to vic-
tory. The original boat’s final appearance

The revolutionary “Winged Wonder" hydroplane continued to race 11 seasons
for the Madison race team after finishing its career as Pay ‘N Pak.

The first Miss Madison used a hull that was donated to the community by Samuel DuPont in 1960.

was the 1963 Gold Cup, but new driver
Morlan Visel was unable to qualify when
the boat’s left sponson came apart.

Meanwhile, DuPont had been run-
ning a new Staudacher hull named Ni-
trogen Too. Ron Musson drove it to vic-
tory in the 1960 Silver Cup. DuPont had
stopped racing at the end of the 1960
season and Nitrogen Too became the
new Miss Madison at the 1963 Madison
Regatta. Buddy Byers drove through the
1965 season and won the Guntersville
Regatta in his final year. Jim McCormick
drove in 1966, then Ed O’Halloran drove
the next two seasons. McCormick re-
turned in 1969 and drove through 1971.
In his final season with the boat, Mc-
Cormick won the Gold Cup in front of
the hometown crowd, and also won the
Atomic Cup in Tri-Cities.

The Gold Cup winner was retired at
the end of the 1971 season and was re-
placed by a new boat built by Gale En-
terprises. Bill Muncey had been winning
with a similar boat named Atlas Van
Lines, powered by a Rolls-Merlin en-
gine. The new Miss Madison used a tur-
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Madison Team Stats (1961-2024)

RACE RESULTS HEAT RESULTS
YEAR |BOAT HULL# | DRIVER RACES| 1st | 2nd | 3rd |START| DNS |FINISH| 1st | Pc.
1961 |Miss Madison 5879 |Marion Cooper 8 1 0 0 13 0 13 2 [0.154
1962 |Miss Madison 5879 |Marion Cooper 3 0 0 1 9 0 9 0 [ 0.000
1963 |Miss Madison 5879 [Morlan Visel 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 | 0.000
Miss Madison 6079 |Buddy Byers 3 0 0 0 6 0 5 0 | 0.000
1964 |Miss Madison 6079 |Buddy Byers 9 0 3 3 27 0 27 5 [0.185
1965 |Miss Madison 6079 |Buddy Byers 8 1 1 1 24 0 22 4 10182
1966 |Miss Madison 6079 |Jim McCormick 9 0 0 1 20 2 18 2 (011
1967 |Miss Madison 6079 |Ed 0'Halloran 3 0 1 0 6 1 4 1 ] 0.250
1968 |Miss Madison 6079 |Ed 0'Halloran 4 0 0 0 10 0 8 0 [ 0.000
1969 |Miss Madison 6079 |Jim McCormick 4 0 0 1 10 2 10 0 [ 0.000
1970 |Miss Madison 6079 |Jim McCormick 8 0 0 2 15 0 15 4 | 0267
1971 |Miss Madison 6079 |Jim McCormick 9 2 3 2 26 0 24 6 [ 0.250
1972 | Miss Madison 7206 |Charlie Dunn 3 0|0 |1 5 0 5 110200
1973 | Miss Madison 7206 |Charlie Dunn 2 of0]0 5 0 4 0 | 0.000
7206 |Tom Sheehy 7 0|0 |0 18 1 17 | 1 |0.059
1974 |Miss Madison 7206 (Milnerlrvin 9 0 0 3 19 8 16 5 (0313
1975 |Miss Madison 7206 |Jerry Bangs 6 0 0 0 17 0 14 1 10.071
Hamm's Bear 7206 |Jerry Bangs 4 0 0 0 n 1 9 2 | 0222
1976 |Miss Madison 7206 (Ron Snyder 6 0 0 2 16 1 14 2 |1 0.143
Miss Lynnwood 7206 (Ron Snyder 2 0 0 1 4 1 4 0 | 0.000
1977 | Miss Madison 7206 |Jon Peddie 6 [ I VI IV 1 17 | 0 | 0.000
Barney Armstrong's Machine [ 7206 [Jon Peddie 2 0 0 0 5 1 5 1 | 0.200
Starvin' Marvin's 7206 [Jon Peddie 1 0 0 1 2 1 2 0 | 0.000
1978 |Miss Madison 7206 [Jon Peddie 7 0 2 0 15 3 12 1] 0.083
1979 |Miss Madison 7325 |Milnerlwin 3 0 0 0 4 8 3 0 [ 0.000
1980 |Miss Madison 7325 |Milnerlvin 8 0 1 1 19 8 15 1 ] 0.067
Dr. Toyota 7325 |Milnerlvin 2 0 0 2 6 0 5} 0 [ 0.000
1981 |Miss Madison 7325 [MilnerIvin 8 0 1 3 14 0 14 4 10286
Frank Kenney Toyota/Volvo 7325 Milnerlvin 3 0 0 2 9 0 9 1 (011
1982 |Rich Plan Food Service 7325 [Tom Sheehy 2 0 1 0 2 3 2 1 ] 0.500
7325 (Ron Snyder 3 0 0 0 8 1 7 2 [ 0286
Miss Madison 7325 (Ron Snyder 1 0 1 0 2 1 2 0 | 0.000
Frank Kenny Toyota/Volvo 7325 |Ron Snyder 3 0|02 8 1 7 110143
1983 | MissRich Plan 7325 |Ron Snyder 4 1 1T]0) 15 0 [13] 20154
Frank Kenny Toyota/Volvo 7325 |Ron Snyder 3 0|02 6 2 3 2 | 0.667
1984 |American Speedy Printing 7325 |Ron Snyder 0|0 2 1 22 4 16 1 [0.063
7325 [Milnerlvin 1 0 0 0 3 9 2 0 [ 0.000
1985 |American Speedy Printing 7325 (Andy Coker 7 0 2 1 15 3 " 0 | 0.000
Miss Madison 7325 [Andy Coker 2 0 0 0 6 0 6 1 |0.167
1986 |Miss Madison 7325 (Ron Snyder 1 0 1 0 3 0 3 1 (0333
Holset/Miss Madison 7325 (Ron Snyder 9 0 0 1 25 1 20 4 | 0.200
1987 |Holset/Miss Madison 7325 (Ron Snyder 8 0 0 1 22 1 19 4 10211
1988 |Holset/Miss Madison 7325 |Ron Snyder 7 0 1 0 16 2 14 0 | 0.000
7325 [Mike Hanson 1 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 [ 0.000
1989 |Holset/Miss Madison 8806 |Mike Hanson 6 0 0 2 17 2 16 0 | 0.000
Holset/Miss Mazda 8806 [Mike Hanson 4 [ 1 %o 13 | 3 (0231
1990 |Holset/Miss Madison 8806 [Mike Hanson 8 0 0 1 25 2 18 1 [0.056
Holset/Miss Mazda 8806 [Mike Hanson 2 o1 ]o0 5 0 3 0 | 0.000
Holset/Miss U.S. Star 8806 [Mike Hanson 1 o1 ]o0 5 0 4 0 | 0.000
Gaylord's at Kilohana 8806 |Mike Hanson 1 0ojo0]o0 4 1 3 110333
1991 Valvoline/Miss Madison 8806 |Mike Hanson 3 0 1 1 14 0 13 3 (0231
Kellogg's Frosted Flakes 8806 |Mike Hanson 3] 0 0 0 12 1 10 2 | 0.200
1992 |Kellogg's Tony the Tiger 8806 |Mike Hanson 9 0 0 2 36 5 34 9 | 0.265
1993 |Kellogg's Frosted Flakes 8806 |Mike Hanson 0 |1 31 2] 40 2 40 | 8 |0.200
1994 |Powerball Miss Madison 8806 [Mike Hanson 1 0 0 0 4 0 3 0 | 0.000
1995 |JasperEngines &Transmissiond 8806 |Mike Hanson 4 [ I VA 1 14 | 3 [0214
DeWaltTools 8806 |Mike Hanson 3 0 0 0 " 1 8 0 | 0.000
1996 |DeWaltTools 8806 |Mike Hanson 10 0 1 3 37 0 36 5 | 0.139
1997 |DeWaltTools 8806 |Mike Hanson 9 0 0 3 37 0 37 3 [ 0.081
1998 |Miss Madison 8806 [Mike Hanson 10 0 0 1 4 0 3 0 | 0.000
1999 |Miss Madison 8806 |Todd Yarling 5 0 0 1 18 1 17 3 10176
2000 |Miss Madison 8806 |Charley Wiggins| 3 0 0 0 10 1 9 1 (011
Miss Madison 8806 |Jerry Hopp 1 0 0 0 2 0 2 0 [ 0.000
0h Boy! Oberto 8806 |Nate Brown 3 0 0 2 12 0 12 3 | 0.250
2001 |OhBoy! Oberto 8806 |Steve David 6 1 0 1 24 0 23 3 (0130
2002 |Oh Boy! Oberto 8806 | Steve David 6 0 0 1 24 0 22 1 | 0.045
2003 |Oh Boy! Oberto 8806 | Steve David 8 0 0 1 16 2 15 3 [0.200
2004 |Oh Boy! Oberto 8806 | Steve David 6 0 2 2 25 0 24 6 [ 0.250
2005 |OhBoy! Oberto 8806 (Steve David 7 1 20228 | 0 |[24]9 [0375
2006 |OhBoy! Oberto 8806 (Steve David 7 O 2|2 25| 2|25 ] 5 [0200
2007 |OhBoy! Oberto 0706 (Steve David 6 2 | 3 (0| 24| 0| 24|09 0375
2008 |Oh Boy! Oberto 0706 |Steve David 8 1 3 0 19 0 19 9 [ 0474
2009 |Oh Boy! Oberto 0706 |Steve David 6 1 2 2 22 0 20 | 11 | 0.550
2010 |OhBoy! Oberto 0706 |Steve David 6 3 2 1 26 0 26 | 14 ] 0.538
2011 |Oh Boy! Oberto 0706 |Steve David 3 2 1 1 20 0 19 | 12 | 0.632
Oh Boy! Oberto 92102|Jon Zimmerman| 1 0 0 0 4 0 4 0 | 0.000
2012 |Oh Boy! Oberto 0706 |Steve David 6 2 3 0 26 0 26 | 16 | 0.615
2013 |OhBoy! Oberto 0706 |Steve David 7 2 2 1 28 1 28 | 18 | 0.643
2014 |Oberto 0706 |Jimmy Shane 6 2 1 1 26 0 25 | 16 | 0.640
2015 |Oberto 0706 |Jimmy Shane 8 3 0 0 20 0 20 | 16 | 0.800
2016 |Miss HomeStreet Bank 0706 |Jimmy Shane 8 3 2 0 22 0 22 | 17 | 0773
2017 |Miss HomeStreet 0706 |Jimmy Shane 6 2 1 3 D5} 0 25 | 16 | 0.640
2018 |Miss HomeStreet 0706 |Jimmy Shane 3 1 1 0 13 0 9 7 (0778
Miss HomeStreet 1801 |Jimmy Shane 3 0 1 0 12 1 12 9 | 0.750
2019 | Miss HomeStreet 1801 [Jimmy Shane 5 2 1 1 23 0 23 [ 19 | 0.826
Oberto Super Salami 0706 |Jeff Bernard 3 0 0 1 13 0 12 2 | 0.167
2021 |Goodman/Miss HomeStreet | 0706 |Jeff Bernard 1 0 0 0 3 0 3 2 | 0.667
Goodman/Miss HomeStreet | 0706 |Jimmy Shane 2 1 0 0 5 0 5 4 | 0.800
Miss HomeStreet 1801 [Jimmy Shane 2 0 1 1 9 0 9 7 (0778
2022 |Miss Goodman Real Estate 0706 (Jeff Bernard 8 05 |1 27 1 27 | 2 | 0074
Miss HomeStreet 1807 [Jimmy Shane 8 5 0 1 25 0 23 [ 21| 0913
2023 |Miss Goodman Real Estate 0706 |Andrew Tate 3 0 2 0 12 0 12 4 10333
Miss HomeStreet 1801 (Dylan Runne 4 0 0 0 16 0 14 1 10.071
2024 |Miss Goodman Real Estate 1801 [Andrew Tate 5 2 1 [ Al 0 20 | 13 ] 0.650
445 | 42 | 67 | 77 | 1412| 82 | 1301 | 380 | 0.292
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bocharged Allison. Charlie Dunn was the driver in 1972. Part
way through 1973, he was replaced by Tom Sheehy. Milner Ir-
vin took over in 1974, then Jerry Bangs drove in 1975.

In 1975, when the need for sponsorship money became
apparent, the boat’s name was changed to Hamm’s Bear at
Western races.

Ron Snyder was in the cockpit of Miss Madison the fol-
lowing season. He finished third three times, but that was the
best the boat could do. At Tri-Cities and Seattle, the name was
changed to Miss Lynnwood. Jon Peddie drove in 1977 in what
would be the boat’s final season. The name was changed to Bar-
ney Armstrong’s Machine at Tri-Cities and Seattle, and Starvin’
Marvin in San Diego.

The former winged wonder Pay ‘N Pak became Miss Mad-
ison in 1978. That year, the Gold Cup was held in Owensboro,
Kentucky, and Peddie picked up second place. He stepped
aside after the Madison Regatta and Milner Irvin was in the
cockpit when the circuit headed west. He continued as driver
through 1981. The boat’s name was changed to Dr. Toyota at
the two Northwest races in 1980, and Frank Kenney Toyota/
Volvo at three western races in ‘81.

Tom Sheehy drove the fourth Miss Madison at the first two
races of 1982, then Ron Snyder took over the cockpit duties
and continued as driver through 1984. He won the 1983 Mis-
souri Governor’s Cup; the boat was named Miss Rich Plan at
that event. The boat carried the name American Speedy Print-
ing in1984 and again in 1985, when rookie Andy Coker was
the driver. Snyder drove again in 1986 and continued through
1988. Most of those years, the boat carried the name Holset
Miss Madison.

At Tri-Cities in1988, the Madison team had a new Ron
Jones cabover hull with the name Holset Miss Madison. The
new boat replaced the former Pay ‘N Pak hull at Tri-Cities. Sny-
der drove the first weekend, but Mike Hanson was in the cock-
pit at Seattle. Snyder drove again at San Diego, then Hanson
held the cockpit through 1998. During those years, the boat
carried names such as Holset Miss Madison, Holset Miss Maz-
da, Gaylords at Kilohana, Valvoline Miss Madison, Kellogg’s
Tony The Tiger, Kellogg's Frosted Flakes, Jasper Engines and
Transmissions, and Dewalt Tools. Hanson won the San Diego
race in 1993 after starting in the trailer position. The boat was
converted from Allison to turbine power in 1991.

In 1998 the team was without a sponsor and the boat only
ran at the Madison Regatta, with the name Miss Madison. Todd
Yarling was the driver at that race and in 1999. Charley Wig-
gins drove at three races in 2000, and Jerry Hopp filled in for
one heat. Nate Brown drove the West Coast races in 2000. Steve
David began driving for the team from Madison in 2001 when
the boat was named Oh Boy! Oberto. David won the hometown
race and immediately endeared himself to the city.

A new boat was built by Mike Hanson and Rick Bowles



is Denslow

The Madison race team ended its involvement in the sport by winning the

2024 national title with Andrew Tate driving Miss Goodman Real Estate.

for 2007. Oberto remained on board as
sponsor and David continued as driver.
He won two races with the new boat in
its first season, one race in 2008 and in
2009, three races in 2010, and won the
national championship in each of those
three years.

David had a frightening incident at
Madison in 2011. In the final heat, Oh
Boy! Oberto was chasing Dave Villwock
in Spirit of Qatar. Going into the second
turn on lap four, Qatar turned directly
into the path of Oberto and spun out.
Oberto ran over Qatar, barrel-rolled, and
landed right-side up. Neither driver was
seriously injured. Qatar was disqualified
for causing the accident and because
three laps had been completed, the win
went to Oh Boy! Oberto.

In spite of the victory, the boat was
too badly damaged to compete in the
Gold Cup the next weekend. The Mad-
ison team leased the U-9 from Mike
and Lori Jones. Their boat ran in the
Gold Cup as Oh Boy! Oberto with Jon
Zimmerman in the cockpit. The regular
Oberto was ready to run at West Coast
races and won at Seattle. Steve David
drove for two more seasons, winning two
races and the national title in 2012 and
two races in 2013.

Jimmy Shane took over the driv-
ing duties in 2014. The boat’s name was
shortened to Oberto. Shane won two rac-

es and the national title in 2014 as well
as three races and another title in 2015.
HomeStreet Bank became the sponsor
in 2016, and remained with the Madison
team through 2023.

Shane won three races and the na-
tional championship in 2016, two more
races and another title in 2017, and had
one race victory in 2018.

The Madison team unveiled a new
boat at Tri-Cities in 2018. Built by Han-
son and Bowles, it was lighter and fast-
er than the boat it would replace. The
2007 boat ran at Tri-Cities, but the new
boat entered competition at Seattle.
There were still some bugs to sort out,
but Shane took second at the Gold Cup
in Detroit. In 2019, Shane won the first
two races of the season and was second
at San Diego. The 2007 hull also ran at
West Coast events in 2019 with the name
Oberto Super Salami and was driven by
Jeff Bernard.

In 2021, the 2007 boat ran at the first
two races with the name Goodman/Miss
HomeStreet. Bernard drove at Gunters-
ville, Shane drove at Madison and won
the Gold Cup. The 2018 hull was used
at West Coast races with the name Miss
HomeStreet. In 2022 and 2023, the Mad-
ison team fielded two boats. The 2018
hull, driven by Shane in 2022, was named
Miss HomeStreet. The 2007 boat was
driven by Jeff Bernard and was named

Miss Goodman Real Estate.

Shane retired at the end of the 2022
season and was replaced in the Miss
HomeStreet cockpit by rookie Dylan
Runne. The 2007 hull again ran as Miss
Goodman Real Estate, this time with An-
drew Tate as driver. Runne appeared to
be too cautious in his driving, but word
has slowly leaked out that the team knew
the HomeStreet sponsorship was going
away, and if the 2018 boat were to have
an accident, there may not be funds
available to repair it. Tate, however, was
free to drive hard in the 2007 boat and
picked up second place in the Gold Cup
at Seattle.

In 2024, the 2007 boat stayed in the
shop. Andrew Tate drove the 2018 boat,
now carrying the name Miss Goodman
Real Estate. He won two races and the
national championship. Following the
season, the announcement was made
that the entire Madison team had been
sold to Bruce Ratchford, who had spon-
sored Charley Wiggins’s boat as Apollo.
The sale marked the end of the City of
Madison’s involvement in Unlimited hy-
droplane racing.

From 1961 through 2024, the seal of
the City of Madison has appeared on a
boat. The increasing cost of campaign-
ing an Unlimited hydroplane meant the
Madison boat carried corporate names,
but the seal was still evident. Whether
there will be another hydroplane with a
civic connection to Madison is unknown
at this time. If it never happens, the citi-
zens of Madison still can be proud of the
legacy their boats established. Miss Mad-
ison, in all its variations, went from an al-
so-ran to the best boat on the circuit. It’s
a great achievement for that small town
on the Ohio River. <
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AROUND THE

CIRCUIT ~

Race Team and Race Site News by ChrisTracy

he off-season in Unlimited hydroplane racing is often

I referred to as the Silly Season, the time when gossip

and rumors circulate. But this off-season has resulted in
considerable news and plenty of drama.

Sale of the Madison Team: The Saga Continues

We reported last month that the Miss Madison Race Team had
been sold to Bruce Ratchford, the founder and CEO of Apollo
Mechanical, a contracting company based in the Tri-Cities.

When boats are sold, the deal generally comes without
(much) controversy or drama. The Little family sold two boats
to Ted Porter. And Rob Graham bought his boat from Por-
ter. When Darrell Strong moved from being a sponsor to an
owner, he purchased a boat from Mike Jones and one from Er-
ick Ellstrom. Scott and Shannon Raney have acquired boats
over the years from other owners. Charley Wiggins purchased
his boat from Nate Brown to get into Unlimited racing. The
O’Farrell team acquired a boat from a California owner, Kevin
Aylesworth, raced it and eventually it was passed on to Kelly
Stocklin and the Bucket List Racing team. Boats and some-
times teams sell without much fanfare and without notice to
fans. But there has been plenty of drama surrounding the sale
of the two Madison boats and assets.

Now, additional news adds a new wrinkle to the matter of
the Madison sale. It all stems from confusion over who exactly
was the owner of the Miss Madison Race Team. The team was
viewed by some, rightly or wrongly, as city-owned and some
believe the boats and equipment were community assets. The
mayor of the City of Madison is among those who believe the
boats and equipment belonged to the citizens of Madison.
Charlie Grooms, the chair of the committee that operated the
team and the team manager, says he had been funding the
team with his own money the last few years.

The sale of the boats and assets were forced due to a siz-
able debt the team had accumulated in recent years, and the
sale was pretty much done quietly. The mayor claims he should
have been informed of the sale before it was finalized. And this
has brought public scrutiny within the Madison city govern-
ment. The mayor says the management of the race team should
have been done by a committee that he appointed, not by the
group that was making the decisions, and he has replaced the
Miss Madison board. And there has been a fair amount of
press. Lots of blame going on—from both sides.

The Madison Courier newspaper has done a pretty good
job of describing the two sides, with two different reporters
providing two different prospectives. David Campbell has ar-
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ticulated the position of Charlie Grooms and reporter Bob De-
maree has reported the city’s perspective, especially from the
mayor of Madison. (On Facebook, Hydro News has the full
text of the articles.)

The NewsJournal is here just to report on the issue, not to
take sides. That said, I've read the reporting and I can say that
both sides tend to leave out pieces that don’t support their posi-
tions. But the bottom line is that the Madison team was under
an unsurmountable amount of debt—close to being under wa-
ter—and likely the selling of the team was the only way to pay
off their bills. With the accumulated debt, it would have been
highly unlikely that Madison could have fielded a boat in 2025.
It has been reported that Bruce Ratchford paid $1.5 million for
the Miss Madison, Inc., assets and likely nearly all of it will be
used to pay off debt.

Stay tuned ... more news to come. Now, the attorneys are
getting involved.

The New Owner:

Bruce Ratchford entered the sport in 2024, big time! His com-
pany, Apollo Mechanical, sponsored Charley Wiggins's U-27.
Ratchford did not stop with sponsoring a boat in 2024; in addi-
tion, Apollo Mechanical inked a three-year deal to be the title
sponsor for the Tri-Cities race and sponsored the Unlimited
race in Seattle—the two races with the largest attendance on
the circuit.

But, during the off-season, Ratchford stepped it up even
more! The NewsJournal has been told that Ratchford has
recently purchased the Wiggins hull, which campaigned last
year as Miss Apollo. In late December, Ratchford acquired the
assets of the Miss Madison organization, including both of
their contemporary hulls, and the Tukwila shop contents and
shop lease.

News outlets have reported that the Goodman Real Estate
sponsorship will continue with the formerly Madison-owned
boat (Hull #1801), with Mike Hanson as the crew chief and
Andrew Tate as the driver. It is believed that Dave Villwock
will drive the boat formerly owned by Charley Wiggins. Some
sources have indicated that Villwock might also be the team
manager for the boat he drives. The 2007 hull (Hull #0706),
acquired in the Madison asset purchase, will be a back-up boat
for the Ratchford team, which will compete as BWR Racing.

News From H1 Unlimited

Just before this month’s NewsJournal was put to bed, H1 Un-
limited issued a press release about the organization’s plans for



2025. Before getting into that, a little background is necessary:
As we detailed in an article that we published a year ago (look
for it in the January 2024 issue of UNJ) when the governance
of the sport changed, there were two entities running the
sport of Unlimited hydroplane racing in the United States. A
non-profit corporation called the American Boat Racing As-
sociation (commonly known as H1 Unlimited) is responsible
for establishing the rules and governing all race activities. And,
beginning last year, another group was involved in running
the sport. Called Hydrotown Group, LLC, it was organized as
a for-profit company to improve the marketing of the sport.
When it was organized, Hydrotown was managed by a board
that had four governors: Darrell Strong, Charlie Grooms, Mike
Denslow and Tim Story.

As of last December, the State of Washington’s Secretary
of State website now says that Hydrotown Group has been
administratively dissolved and a new group has been created
called Hydrotown Racing, Inc. This new organization has only
one governor: Darrell Strong. NewsJournal sources report that
Bruce Ratchford may join forces with Strong and Hydrotown
Racing, Inc.

The press release issued by H1 Unlimited announces that
Hydrotown has secured multi-year contracts with all of the ex-
isting race sites and it outlines the goals for 2025, which are
centered on promoting the sport and strengthening the pro-
duction of the livestreaming broadcasts. Hydrotown has fund-
ed the restructuring and upgrading of equipment for livestream
coverage, according to the press release. It has contracted with
Two-Plank Productions to bring in a producer with an exten-
sive background with extreme motorsports and direct connec-
tions with major streaming and broadcast networks.

As part of the effort, Hydrotown has made a substantial
six-figure investment in livestream. It has acquired a broadcast
production trailer that will be outfitted with state-of-the-art
equipment and satellite internet. Coverage will be wall-to-wall
five to six hours each race day. Viewers can look forward to
more drone coverage and more live interviews.

News About Other Race Teams:

Graham Trucking:

The team will have a new driver in 2025: Jeff Bernard. We have
been told by UNJ contacts that Bernard will likely be active
in helping recruit additional crew members and may have
some crew responsibilities, as well. Bobby King leaves on good
terms. With King living out of state from the Graham shop,
Bernard is likely a more ideal fit to support the team and crew
with responsibilities besides driving.

Go Fast Turn Left:

Greg O’Farrell’s racing team has announced that it will return
to their former U number: U-21 for 2025. The UNJ has been
told that in addition to the U-21, that both the 1996 Leland
hull (below) and the 2001 Ellstrom boat are at their shop. It
appears that work is being done on the former Leland hull and
looks like it has a new cockpit. Earlier the team obtained the
former Miss Freei Unlimited hydroplane and did a cosmetic
restoration, with lettering and graphics that promoted a pre-
school.

A UNJ Secret Agent

Bucket List Racing:
As mentioned last month, Dustin Echols has decided not to

drive next year for the Bucket List team. A UNJ contact asked
owner, Kelly Stocklin, if a new driver would be announced

»

soon and was told, “No.” «*
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MY $0.02 WORTH

Editorial Comment by Andy Muntz

he disputed sale of the Miss Mad-

I ison Racing Team brings to a sad

close the last remaining remnant

of a peculiar aspect of this sport’s history

that today’s fans might find unfamiliar,
or at least surprising.

Shortly after the turn of the 20th
Century, when long and narrow motor
boats powered by internal-combustion
engines were starting to become popular,
there came a need to do something about
all the impromptu races between the
speedboat owners of different yacht clubs
that were continually popping up on the
Hudson River and other bodies of water
near New York City. The sport of hydro-
plane racing was founded on the idea of
organizing the chaos. In early 1903, the
representatives of several yacht clubs got
together at New York’s Columbia Yacht
Club to develop some rules, and from
that meeting came a new organization:
the American Power Boat Association.

During the first half century of the
sport, the boat races were organized by
yacht clubs with contestants that were the
members of other yacht clubs. The sport

ASSOCIATE EDITORS: Craig Fjarlie, Chris Tracy

was a pastime for millionaires. In fact,
until 1948, advertising on the boats was
strongly discouraged. So, the boats had
pet names. For example, Warren Avis,
the founder of the well-known car-rent-
al company, might have been tempted to
give his boat the name of his new com-
pany, but instead it raced in 1948 as Miss
Frostie.

The races had an amateur ring to
them, as well. Prize money wasn’t offered
to the contestants of an Unlimited race,
even into the 1960s. The winner might
instead get a gold-plated loving cup or
silver platter for the trophy case, but no
money. That didn’t come about until rul-
ings from the tax court made it possible
to operate a hydroplane and the races
like a business.

As the transition to professionalism
was taking place within the sport, Samuel
DuPont, the owner of a couple of hydros
named Nitrogen and Nitrogen Too was
persuaded in December 1960 to donate
one of his boats to the City of Madison as
a tax write-off. The craft, renamed Miss
Madison, was operated by the people of

EDITOR/WEBMASTER: Andy Muntz
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that community. Then, in 1963, when a
member of the Madison group offered
DuPont $5,000 to purchase a spare en-
gine, he instead came away with Du-
Pont’s other boat and the team’s entire
stock of equipment.

Operating an Unlimited hydroplane
is an expensive undertaking, especially
for a non-profit community-based orga-
nization. As the years went on, the team
dabbled more and more into the high-
cost world of getting progressively better
equipment and needing the involvement
of sponsors who were demanding great-
er results for their sizable investment.
And, as this went on, the debt grew, until
finally reaching the point where the en-
terprise was no longer sustainable.

So, in many ways the sale of the Miss
Madison Racing Team concludes the last
reminder of those bygone days when
profit wasn’t the sport’s driving force,
and when a small community could get
involved in the sport and call one of the
hydroplanes their own. %

The Unlimited NewsJournal, established in 1973, is published by Unlimiteds Unanimous,
an enthusiast club interested in promoting and documenting the sport of unlimited hydroplane racing.
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Letters are welcome, but may be edited for clarity and space.
Send comments to: ajmuntz@icloud.com

PLEASE JOIN US AT THE NEXT MEETING OF UNLIMITEDS UNANIMOUS

2 p.m.on Sunday, March 9, 2025

Bellevue Public Library, Room 5, 1111 110th, Bellevue, WA 98004
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