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President’s Report

This has been a very enjoyable and educational year for me as your President. I have been able to
meet and make new friends in our historical organization. I want to thank the past Presidents of
TVCSAR, and especially Hal Thornton, for assisting me and showing me the “ropes” in carrying out
my duties as your President. I hope I can be as helpful to future Presidents as our previous Presidents
have been to me.
We have a great number of men who have taken a role in the Youth Contests, Color Guard
events, Programs, and other activities of our organization. A special “thanks” to Mac Moon, our Vice
President, for putting together the programs we have had this year, in addition to honoring the Law
Enforcement departments. Not every SAR Chapter can say that they had a Police Chief and Sheriffs
from two counties at one of their programs.
A special “thanks” to Bob Doherty for his work on the history of our organization, and for his
work in honoring our Veterans. Another special “thanks” goes out to Kim Keller, our Recording
Secretary. He put together numerous reports that our chapter has to provide to the State. His very
thorough reports, when compared to other state chapters, shows that our chapter leads the way in
making the American Revolution “alive” for our community. Kim also published our Handbook that
we give out to our new members. A special thanks to Jim Alexander for the loaning of his Projector
for our meetings. This effort was a great savings to our chapter in the rental of the Library multimedia equipment. Jim also chaired our Oration Committee, and I feel we will have this year’s State
Winner in our entry representing our Chapter. I believe in the power of prayer, and Richard Tingle
has performed a great service to our chapter as Chaplin. I appreciate his words of encouragement in
his invocations. A special thanks to Joe Stegmaier, our Treasurer. He had to learn “Quick Books” to
keep our records up-to-date, and that is no small task.
Our Chapter continues to grow, and a lot of this credit is due to the work of Charles McMurry,
our Register. He had found data in places I never knew existed. He has been assisted by David and
Janie Byers, and David Billings. Every organization has a person who does the work that needs to be
done, but no one wants to take it on. Jim Maples is our “go to” guy. I personally want to thank him
(and Linda also), for helping our organization, and the State Association, with the outstanding work
that he does. When he is not part of the program, he is usually at an event taking pictures. He is also a
great resource for finding out how things were done in the past.
Now for a personal note, I want to thank my wife, Linda, for organizing the “Lite Lunch” that
we provide for our meetings. This is a major undertaking, and I want to thank her for making it
happen. Our Chapter, to my knowledge, is the only Chapter where the Ladies Auxiliary performs this
service. A couple of other chapters may meet at a
Restaurant, but that is not as special as what our Chapter
does. A thanks also to the ladies who assist her with the
set up and to all who bring food and drinks.
I hope all of you have enjoyed this year as much as I
have. I enjoy making our American Revolution come
alive for our community, and I know you do also.

Bob Baccus
Vice-President Mac Moon presents a
Certificate of Appreciation to our January
speaker, Compatriot Jim Griffith. Jim gave
a very interesting talk on his collection of
historical memorabilia.
Photo by Jim Maples
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Secretary’s Report - December Meeting
The December Chapter meeting was called to order by
President Bob Baccus at 11:00 a.m. in the auditorium of the
Huntsville-Madison County Library. The Pledge of Allegiance
was led by President Baccus, followed by the SAR Pledge. The
Prayer of Invocation was given by Ron Bledsoe.
Thirty members and approximately sixty guests were present.
There were several first time visitors of guests at the meeting
including Lee Jones, and Gilbert White.
Vice President Mac Moon led the recognition of Law
Enforcement and Public Safety officials as follows:
Certificate of Distinguished Service: Officer Charles Draper
Certificate of Distinguished Service: Officer Mercedes Rugart
Certificate of Distinguished Service: Officer Jason Toney
Law Enforcement Commendation Medal: Corporal Jackie K.
McNatt
Law Enforcement Commendation Medal: Corporal Andrew M.
Vickers
Law Enforcement Commendation Medal: Trooper Michael H.
Kesler
Law Enforcement Commendation Medal: Investigator Cathy W.
Davis
Law Enforcement Commendation Medal: Detention Officer
William L. Harmond
Law Enforcement Commendation Medal: Officer Russell C.
Owens
Law Enforcement Commendation Medal: Sergeant Eric A.
Fields
Medal for Heroism: Presented in the Honor/Memory of Calindo
Fletcher, Jr.
New Member Installation: President Baccus and Registrar
Charles McMurray conducted the installation of new compatriot
Keith Miles Clancy. Not present to be installed were Richard
Martin Lewis and John Dupree Mason, Jr.
A War Service Certificate was presented to Joe FitzGerald,
who was a member of the 20th Special Forces unit which had
extensive action in and around Mosul, in Iraq. A Military Service
Certificate was presented to compatriot Ray Livingston for his 20
years of service.
Treasurer Joe Stegmaier presented the Treasurer’s Report.
It was noted that as of December 1, the Checking Account
contained $12,582.58 and the Money Market Account was valued
at $10,096.10, for a total of $22,678.68.
Registrar Charles McMurray presented an update on the
status of member applications that are in work.
Bob Anderson noted the events that the Color Guard will be
participating in in the future.
Jim Maples discussed the Christmas Cards that our chapter
gives to the veterans at Tut Fann Nursing facility, and noted that
he will be visiting the facility following the chapter meeting.
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President Baccus thanked George and Sue Royer for their setting
up of the auditorium for our meeting.
The next meeting will be on Monday, January 9. Past State
President Bill Stone will be the speaker.
Special thanks were given to the persons who helped prepare
the light lunch foods for the meeting.
President Baccus recognized and thanked David Byers for
his efforts in leading the Greeters for each meeting. The greeters
for this meeting were David Byers and Charles Edgar.
President Baccus led the Recessional. Compatriot Ron
Bledsoe led the Benediction.

Kim Keller, Secretary
Secretary’s Report - January Meeting
The January Chapter meeting was called to order by
President Bob Baccus at 11:00 a.m. in the auditorium of the
Huntsville-Madison County Library. The Pledge of Allegiance
was led by President Baccus, followed by the SAR Pledge. The
Prayer of Invocation was given by Chaplain Richard Tingle.
Thirty-one members and nine guests were present. There
were several first-time visitors and guests at the meeting.
New Member Installation: President Bob and Registrar
Charles McMurray conducted the installation of new compatriots
Redus Tittle, and Richard Martin Lewis. Mark Dixon, Charles
Gattis, and John Dupree Mason, Jr., were not present for their
installation. The each were given time to talk about their Patriots.
A Certificate of Patriotism was presented to David Byers for
his service in the military.
It was noted that the School Contests are underway, with
judges needed.
Vice President and Program Chairman Compatriot Mac
Moon introduced member Jim Griffith, who presented the
program for the meeting. Jim is a history buff, and a collector of
items related to the history of the U.S., and includes newspapers,
autographs, and other items.
A Certificate of Appreciation was given to Jim for his
program, which was well received by the members and guests
present at the meeting.
Treasurer Joe Stegmaier was not present to present the
Treasurer’s Report. It was noted that as of January 1, the
Checking Account contained $12,945.58 and the Money Market
Account was valued at $10,097.81, for a total of $23,043.39.
Registrar Charles McMurray presented an update on the
status of member applications that are in work. It was noted that it
is taking a long time for the approval process to take place at the
National Headquarters.
Nominating Committee Report: Bob Anderson, Chairman
President: Mac Moon
Vice President: Randall Jennings
Recording Secretary: Kim Keller
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Corresponding Secretary: Jim Maples
Treasurer: Owen “Chip” Pharr
Registrar: Charles McMurry
Chaplain: Richard Tingle
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Upcoming Events
13 February 2017 - Regular Meeting, 11:00am, Huntsville
Public Library.

Secretary Kim Keller noted that he needs inputs for the
Americanism Award submittal.
Greeters for the meeting were Charles Edgar and Randal
Jennings.
President Baccus thanked George and Sue Royer for their
setting up of the auditorium for our meeting. Recognition was
given to those who prepared the light lunch items.
The next meeting will be on February 13. The History
Teacher winner will be recognized at this meeting.
Instead of a regular meeting in March, the Installation
Banquet will be held Friday March 24 at Huntsville Country
Club.
President Baccus led the Recessional. Chaplain Richard
Tingle led the Benediction.

Kim Keller, Secretary
Chapter Banquet
Our Annual Chapter Awards and Officer Installation Banquet will
be held on Friday, March 24th, 6:00pm at the Huntsville Country
Club. A registration form will be available at the February meeting
and is available at our website at www.tvcsar.org. Our speaker will
be our own Hal Thornton current State Vice-President who will
be installed as State President at the upcoming State Convention.
This serves as our March meeting.

17-18 February 2017 - ALSSAR Annual Business Meeting and Convention - Embassy Suites, Hoover, AL - If you
plan to attend, there is a registration form on the Alabama
Society Homepage (alssar.org). There is also a link to the
Embassy Suites to reserve a room online at the discounted
rate. Go to www.alssar.org and scroll down until you see the
message about the convention.
3-4 March 2017 - Leadership Meeting - Brown Hotel,
Louisville, KY
24 March 2017 - Annual Tennessee Valley Chapter Banquet and Officer Installation - Huntsville Country Club 6:00pm
10 April 2017 - Regular Meeting, 11:00am, Huntsville
Public Library.

State Vice-President Hal Thornton presents a
War Service medal and certificate to Joe
FitzGerald and a Military Service medal and
certificate to Ray Livingston.

Joe FitzGerald

Ray Livingston

Photo by Jim Maples
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William Harmond
Andrew Vickers

Jackie McNatt
Cathy Davis

Russell Owens

Charles Draper
Jimmy Hopkins
Tony Bryant

Mercedes Rugart

Jason Toney
Michael Kesler
Eric Fields

Photo by Jim Maples

Photo by Jim Maples
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Public Service/Heroism Awards
Vice-President Mac Moon
On December 12, 2016 the Tennessee Valley Chapter, Alabama
Society of the Sons of the American Revolution, held their regular
monthly meeting. The focus of the meeting was to present awards
to first responders in Limestone, Madison, and Morgan Counties.
The event was well attended. The regular chapter members, 12 of
the 13 honorees, their families, guests, and co-workers brought the
total attendance at this meeting to well over one hundred people.
The Ladies Auxiliary provided food and drink for attendees as
many would have to return to work responsibilities after the
meeting.
The awards were presented in three basic categories. Three
Distinguished Service Certificates were presented to officers whose
actions on duty had a lasting impact on police and community
relations. Officer Charles Draper received a certificate for his
actions in aiding a stranded motorist with two young children who
suffered an automobile breakdown in rush hour traffic. He not only
saw the obstruction was cleared but calmed the mother and her
children and went out of his way to take the children to school and
the mother to work. The other two certificates went to Huntsville
Police Officers Mercedes Rugart and Jason Toney. A young man
in Huntsville bought a stolen bike, spending all his money. He
found the bike was stolen and reported it to police himself. Officers
Rugart and Toney were so impressed with the devastated young
man's honesty the two police officers went and bought him a new
bike and safety lock. At the presentation the Huntsville Chief of
Police mentioned he had offered to reimburse the officers and they
simply told him not to worry about it.
The second category of awards was composed of seven Law
Enforcement Commendation Medals present to officers from all
three counties. State Trooper Michael H. Kesler was awarded a
medal for his actions in delivering a baby. This was the third
occasion for him to fill this role. He stopped a vehicle traveling at a
high rate of speed when a husband was rushing his pregnant wife to
a hospital some distance away. She went into labor and after
delivering the baby, Trooper Kesler took cupcakes, flowers, and a
baby starter kit to the family at the hospital. Limestone County
Sheriff's Department Corporal Jackie K. McNatt and then
Detention Officer (now Corporal) Andrew M. Vickers were on
duty in the Limestone County Jail when inmates hit an emergency
call button and alerted them that a prisoner was in severe distress
and not breathing. The two officers found a woman who had
ingested a dangerous amount of drugs. They applied their
professional training and saved her life. Without their actions she
would have died on the floor of the jail. Madison Police Officer
Russell C. Owens was nominated by his department for his
exceptional service, but one incident stood out. Officer Owens
responded to a call at a residence in the City of Madison where he
found a man who had consumed a large quantity of alcohol as well
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as controlled substances. Officer Owens secured the scene and
used his professional training to keep the man breathing.
Paramedics later said the man would have died before they arrived
without Officer Owens' intervention. The Morgan County
Sheriff's Office nominated Sergeant Eric A. Fields as their
outstanding officer of 2016. He has filled a number of roles at the
department and performed in an outstanding professional in each
capacity. He is now a senior shift supervisor in the patrol division.
The Madison County Sheriff's Department nominated
Investigator Cathy Davis for her outstanding work in the area of
child pornography. She has worked closely with Homeland
Security in tracking cases across several states. In addition,
Investigator Davis has successfully operated several undercover
computer sites in order to bring these offenders to justice. The last
Law Enforcement Commendation Medal was awarded to
Madison County Detention Officer William L. Harmond who has
used his expertise as a correctional officer to develop certifications
in various areas of training as well as intelligence gathering and
gang intelligence. He is currently filling a position for the Madison
County Sheriff's Department as the supervisor of the Correctional
Emergency Response Team (CERT).
The last awards presented were three Medals for
Heroism. Trooper Jimmy C. Hopkins and Huntsville Police
Officer Tony W. Bryant were involved in a confrontation with an
armed suspect who had been reported for driving under the
influence. Trooper Hopkins went forward to engage the man when
the offender pulled a weapon from his car in a strip mall. Officer
Bryant arrived on the scene while they struggled and went to help
his fellow officer. Both officers pleaded with the man to drop the
weapon and when he refused deadly force was employed. The
offender died at the scene but there was no serious injury to either
law enforcement officer or any innocent bystanders. The last
Medal for Heroism was presented posthumously. This
presentation recognized the actions of Calindo Fletcher, Jr. While
on an outing at a lake, Fletcher, who had just graduated from high
school, saw a man in distress in a kayak. He dove in the lake to try
to save the man, but suffered a serious injury himself. The man in
the kayak drowned and was dead at the scene. Fletcher's injuries
were so serious he was transferred to the Vanderbilt Medical
Center in Nashville, Tennessee. He died at the Center five days
later.
In all, thirteen awards were presented and the ceremony was
attended by officers from six different departments. In addition to
the Huntsville Police Chief Mark McMurray, Madison County
Sheriff Blake Dorning and Morgan County Sheriff Ana Franklin
were among the distinguished guests. There were also Public
Affairs Officers from several departments. This was the largest
awards ceremony in memory for the Tennessee Valley Chapter and
the warm response from the Law Enforcement Officers and guests
made the event very special.
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Our Color Guard had the honor of
presenting the Colors at the annual Wreaths
for Veterans ceremony in Maple Hill
Cemetery on December 10th. Special thanks
to Bill Massey and Colin Wakefield of the
Tennessee Society for participating with us.

Photo by Donald Christian

Photo by Donald Christian

Our judges look over the posters submitted in
our Americanism Elementary School Poster
Contest. We had many outstanding entries
this year. All of our Youth Contest winners
and runners-up will be featured in the next
edition of our newsletter (April/May 2017)

Photo by Jim Maples

Photo by Jim Maples
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Welcome New Members! - December/January Meetings

Keith Clancy

Richard Lewis

Redus Tittle

Pictured above at our December meeting are seven of the reasons that we have such a successful Chapter!
There are several other ladies who make us successful, but I was only able to round up these seven for the
picture. Many thanks to the other ladies not in the picture!
From left to right; Kay Anderson, Linda Maples, Beverly Thornton, Wilma Stone, Abby Alexander,
Susan Crabtree, and Linda Baccus.
Photo by Jim Maples

Photo by Jim Maples
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After the December meeting we distributed Christmas Cards to
the Veterans at “Tut Fann” Veterans Home.

Photo by Linda Maples

Photo Courtesy of Aaron Davies

Jim Maples
1501 Elmwood Dr.
Huntsville, AL 35801

Photos by Jim Maples

TO:

Tennessee Valley Chapter
Alabama Society, Sons of the American Revolution
Invites you to its

Annual Awards and Officer Installation Banquet
Friday, March 24th
Social – 6:00 pm Dinner – 7:00 pm
Cocktails available in formal lounge
Huntsville Country Club, Huntsville, Alabama
located at 2601 Oakwood Ave NW, Huntsville, AL

Cost of the meal is $35.00 per person with spouses and guests welcome.
Beef Kabob Skewer and Herb Roasted Boneless Petite Chicken Breast
or Maple Glazed Salmon with Wild Rice with Cranberries and Roasted Asparagus
Garden Salad w/Raspberry Vinaigrette and Ranch Dressing
Alternating Desserts - Cheesecake with Strawberry Accent and Turtle Cheesecake
Dress is coat and tie for the men and appropriate dress for the ladies.
State President 2017-2018 Hal Thornton will be our
Guest Speaker and Install our 2017-2018 Officers.

RSVP

By Monday, March 20th
to Joe Stegmaier (address below)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Meals are $35.00 per person. Make checks payable to Tennessee Valley Chapter, SAR.

Meal Selection

Number

Beef Kabob & Petite Chicken Breast _________
Maple Glazed Salmon
_________
Total Number of Meals

x $35.00 = $

NAME:___________________________________________
NAME of Guest(s):__________________________________

+$

Sorry, I cannot attend but would like to contribute $

Clip and mail to:

contribution for Youth Programs.
to the Chapter’s Youth Programs.

Joe Stegmaier
10018 Westleigh Dr SE
Huntsville, AL 35803-1645

