DWC

April 2021
NEWSLETTER

DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY FLORIDA

WWW.DWCManatee.com

Cindy Sellitto created Kim’s Krew in 2014 after the brutal domestic
violence murder of her daughter Kim in November 2013. In order to
cope with all that comes with this devastation, they started making
Helping Hand Bags for the homeless to help get through the brutal
Connecticut winters. That process evolved once we moved south.
Throughout much work and support we have become a 501(3)(C).
Parents of deceased children never hear anyone say their child’s
name. Kim’s Krew will be her legacy.
Our mission is to provide domestic triage for families and individuals
who are homeless, newly housed, or working poor while they wait for
assistance from government and/or private programs and/or are guid- April’s Guest Speaker
ed to access their own resources.

is Cindy Sellitto

We respond to requests of those seeking help within 24 hours or less
and domestic triage begins. Contact is made by email, text, or phone leading up to an in person
visit to assess the situation and start the client directed assistance.
We provide all or part of a Starter Survival Kit which may include: 2 weeks of nonperishable food,
personal, hygiene, and cleaning products, beds/air mattresses, sheets, pillow, towels, and items
needed to prepare a meal. We collect information to begin developing an often long and changing
plan to sustainability. This usually includes matching them with other organizations that have the
best chance of meeting their needs and then guiding them through the process. We identify the client’s own skills and resources and encourage them to become proactive in the process.
We provide follow up on a regular basis for as long as it is beneficial to the client. The ability for our
clients to stay out of homelessness involves a long commitment to our families.

DWC April Meeting
April 15th, 2021 11:30 am
Due to the pandemic our meeting will be conducted by Zoom. You can register right now by
clicking the link below.
Once registered a link to join the meeting will be emailed to you. Click on the link to join the
meeting, and you will be taken to the meeting.
Please remember our President, Joanie LeBaron, will have to connect you once you have
clicked the link to join meeting.

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR THE ZOOM MEETING
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April’s President’s Letter
When will we be able to meet in person again?
While I really enjoy our Zoom meetings, I am growing weary of not being
able to interact with everyone in person! But the big question is “When
will it be safe??” The good news is that everyone who registered with
Manatee County has been contacted to receive their first and second
vaccination shots. Governor Ron DeSantis has announced that all adults
will have the vaccine available to them in April. Hang in there, folks the
end (or should I say new beginning) is in sight.
On another note, thanks to Zoom, I was privileged to see and hear Nikki
Fried, State Agricultural Commissioner and the highest-ranking elected
Democrat in Florida. As many of you may remember, she ran on a platform of water, weapons and
weed. As a result, she has worked tirelessly and has been responsible for legislation to preserve
our precious water. Gun control had been backlogged for a year because the former Ag Commissioner was unable to “log into the website.” That issue is now resolved so that background checks
are timely and accurate. As for weed, Florida is a natural source for cultivated hemp, the product
used in the creation of CBD, an over-the-counter-product with healing capabilities. This is the first
new industry in Florida in 20 years and has the potential for developing into a 20-to-30-billion-dollar
industry. Wow. Thanks, Nikki.
Joanie LeBaron, President

Biden EPA Chief Pledges To Clean House
After Trump Admin’s War On Science
Michael Regan, President Joe Biden’s freshly sworn in Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) administrator, is seeking to clean up the mess left behind by the previous administration’s politically motivated attacks on science.
“When politics drives science rather than science informing
policy, we are more likely to make policy choices that sacrifice the health of the most vulnerable among us,” Regan
wrote in a letter to his staff obtained by NBC News.
“Manipulating, suppressing or otherwise impeding science” has “real world consequences for human health and the environment,” the administrator said.
He also promised that “retaliation, retribution, intimidation, bullying, or other reprisals” against staffers who raise any concerns to the EPA’s scientific integrity officials or the agency’s watchdog “will
not be tolerated.”
Regan’s memo marks a full pivot from President Donald Trump’s rejection of climate science in favor of corporate-friendly policies that gutted the EPA’s crucial role in protecting the environment
and combating climate change.
The previous administration made it their mission to slash EPA regulations, particularly those concerning pollution and gas emissions. Scientific researchers were routinely sidelined, and the Washington Post found that nearly 700 scientists at the EPA had left the agency by January 2020 after
Trump took office. The administration even ordered the EPA to take down its page on climate
change from its website. BY: Christina Cabrera, TMP
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THANK YOU MANATEE COUNTY
DEMOCRATS!
It is time to thank the thousands of people
across this great country who helped elect
President Biden, Vice President Kamala
Harris and the many Congressmen and Senators in the Democratic Party. It took thousands of
phone calls, knocking on doors,
and Corona Virus safe rallies, but
we did it. We want to thank all of
those not only in Florida, but here
in Manatee County too.

Please take a
moment and
watch this video
produced for
the Manatee
County Democrat Party thanking all of the people who
worked so hard to elect our
Democrat candidates. This
includes both those out front
helping us lead, but also
those who spent hours and
hours stuffing
door hangers,
WATCH THE THANK YOU MANATEE making the
calls, and so
COUNTY DEMOCRATICS VIDEO
much more.

NEED HELP IN LEARNING
ZOOM MEETINGS?
Sometimes we can find ourselves totally lost when it comes
to computer programs. Attending a Zoom Meeting it actually very easy once you have done it a couple of times. We
encourage all of our members to attend our
DWC General Meeting with Zoom.
Need a little coaching? Call any of our Board Members and we will be glad to help you.
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Ex-Florida Sen. Frank Artiles
charged in fake
candidate scheme
Frank Ailes paid more than $44,000 to run against
Jose Javier Rodriquez

A former Florida state Republican senator was
charged Thursday with three criminal counts involving a sham candidate intended to siphon
votes away from a Democratic incumbent.
An arrest warrant says Frank Artiles, the former
senator from the Miami area, gave more than
$44,000 to the fake candidate in the 2020 election. That candidate, Alex Rodriguez, has the
same last name as the then-Democratic incumbent, Jose Javier Rodriguez.

Artiles's attorney did not immediately respond to
an email seeking comment. However, Artiles did
turn himself in to authorities Thursday morning,
prosecutors said.

He ran as an independent in a three-way race
state Senate race, which was won by Republican
Ileana Garcia by just 32 votes. She is not implicated in the scheme, State Attorney Katherine
Fernandez Rundle said at a news conference.
But Rundle did say the investigation is not over.
“It violates everything that should be honest and
straightforward about our elections,” she said.
“Where it goes from here, we don't know. We
have not completed this investigation.”

A Miami Police Department investigator's affidavit details multiple discussions about money between Artiles and Rodriguez, starting with a discussion about why Rodriguez should file to run in
the state Senate race. “Rodriguez would run as
an independent with the same last name as the
incumbent candidate (Jose Javier Rodriguez) in
an attempt to confuse voters and siphon votes
from the incumbent,” the affidavit says.

But Rodriguez had money troubles, so he came
up with various requests to obtain cash from ArThe current Senate president, Republican Wilton tiles, according to the affidavit. At one point, Rodriguez said he could get a used Range Rover
Simpson, said Thursday in Tallahassee that
for Artiles for $10,900, and Artiles agreed. “It
there are often third-party candidates in elecshould be noted that the Range Rover did not
tions.
actually exist. It was a fiction created by Rodri“You have to allow law enforcement to do what
guez to get more of the money that he felt he
they do. I think we don’t have all of the facts … a was owed,” the affidavit says.
week from now we’ll have a lot more information
to make a judgment on, but certainly I believe the Artiles is no stranger to controversy. In 2017, he
prosecutor earlier today said very clearly that Ile- resigned from the state Senate after using racial
ana Garcia had nothing to do with any of this,” he slurs in a conversation with two Black legislators
in a Tallahassee bar. Then it was revealed Artiles
said.
used money from his political committee to hire a
Alex Rodriguez was also charged Thursday with former Playboy model and Hooters girl as a conelection law violations. His lawyer, William Barsultant.
zee, said Rodriguez was led into the scam by ArBefore that, Artiles, a Cuban-American, served
tiles and is cooperating with investigators.
three terms in the state House from a Miami“Alex Rodriguez deeply regrets allowing himself Dade district and then was elected to the Senate
to be used in this way and hopes that by coming before his resignation. He also served in the Maforth with the truth he can help to right these
rine Corps.
wrongs,” Barzee said in an email.
BY: Brendan Farrington, Associated Press
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More Women are Serving in Congress
Than At Any Point In History
There are more than double the number of women serving
in the current session than at the end of the 20th century.
Jeannette Rankin of Montana was the first woman in Congress, serving during the 65th Congress between 1917
and 1919. Since then, 393 more women have served in
either the House of Representatives or the Senate, including as non-voting delegates. That is 3% of the 12,415
people who have served in Congress since 1789.
There are 123 women representatives and delegates in the House in the 117th Congress, which began
in January — making up 28% of the chamber. The current Congress also began with 26 female senators, though Kamala Harris of California stepped down to become the first female vice president and
Kelly Loeffler of Georgia lost a runoff election that took place during the current term.
While the total share of women in Congress does not match that of the US population (51%), it has increased in recent decades. Today’s Congress has more than double the number of women who served
in the 106th Congress of 1999 to 2001.
Since 1916, every state but one — Vermont — has sent a woman to Congress. Marcy Kaptur of Ohio,
who has been a member of the House since 1982, is the longest-serving woman in Congress.
Rebecca Latimer Felton of Georgia, the first female Senator, was appointed in 1922 after Senator
Thomas Watson died. She served for one day. The first woman elected to the Senate was Hattie Wyatt
Caraway of Arkansas, who served two full terms after initially being appointed to a seat in 1931.
Since then, 32 of 50 states have had a woman serve as senator for at least one congressional term. In
all, there have been 57 women senators in US history.
The longest-serving female senator is Barbara Mikulski of Maryland, who served five full terms between
1987 and 2017. Current California Senator Dianne Feinstein — now in her fifth full term after being appointed in 1992 — will overtake Mikulski if she is reelected in November 2022.
BY: USA Facts

‘THEY THINK YOU’RE A LIAR’
“Florida took an aggressive approach to unemployment fraud.
Was it worth it?” by Tampa Bay Times’ Lawrence Mower:
“During the height of the state’s unemployment crisis last
year, Florida’s jobless agency enforced anti-fraud efforts that
added months of delays and frustrations for those waiting for
benefits. Pregnant women, Floridians sick with COVID-19 and
those caring for children at home were denied benefits because they weren’t “able and available” for work under state law. Jobless Floridians with simple discrepancies on applications saw their claims locked, delaying payments by weeks or months.
Making it harder — "Former call center workers hired to help claimants say that stopping fraud was prioritized over providing benefits. “They never told us to actually help people,” said Meagan Gross, 30,
who fielded calls for the state through contractor Kforce from March to August last year. “It was how to
send it to adjudication, how to lock their account due to fraud.”
BY: Lawrence Mower, Tampa Bay Times
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tion represents the largest part 1 crime reduction in the state of Florida for law enforcement
agencies serving populations of 100,000 or
more.”Hoffman continued, “We made these
strides without infringing on our citizen’s constiThe Brady Center to Prevent Gun Violence bills tutional right to keep and bear arms, more succinctly stated, we went after criminals, not lawitself as “one of America’s oldest and boldest
ful gun owners.”
gun violence prevention groups,” whose 12point “plan” to make that happen primarily involves turning lawful gun owners into criminals. “’Gun safety’ is often cloaked in language that
essentially bans certain guns,
ammunition or magazine capaciMost gun owners see Brady inities while criticizing awardtiatives – such as universal
winning programs like Eddie Eabackground checks even for prigle. Calling certain firearms
vate sales, a ban on military‘weapons of war’ and ‘assault
style sport weapons, ending imweapons’ while limiting how
munity for gunmakers, and demany rounds a citizen can carry
mands for studying gun violence
for self-protection or creating
as a public health problem – as
gun registries is a non-starter for
a threat to their rights and counme.”
terproductive in actually reaching the goal the group claims it
“I represent many citizens in this
wants to reach.
county who have businesses related to the firearms industry
So recently Sarasota County,
Sarasota County Sherriff
and who protect their family and
Florida, Sheriff Kurt Hoffman,
Kurt
Hoffman
property with firearms your orknowing full well what Brady is
ganization seeks to ban. I canall about, declined a request
not support that. Thank you for reaching out but
from a local chapter for a meeting.
I will respectfully decline your offer.”
But it was the way Hoffman turned them down
In response, a Brady told local media, “We
that had gun rights’ activists cheering.
meet with most elected officials, candidates,
“Thank you for your recent request to meet. I
and others who are in a position to help the
am very familiar with the bradyunited.org 12people of Sarasota. Seldom have we been
point platform and I have fundamental differturned down. … Our goal is always to let them
ences regarding nearly every objective of
know Sarasota has a Brady chapter and to see
Brady,” Hoffman wrote.
if there are ways we can work together.”

“No Point” Florida Sheriff
Declines to Meet With
Gun-Control Activists

“I am a member of the Citizens Committee for
the Right to Keep and Bear Arms, the 2nd
Amendment Foundation, in addition to being a
Life Member of the NRA. I have been a law enforcement officer in this state for over 32 years,
eight years of which were as an Assistant State
Attorney, and I am satisfied that the laws on the
books in Florida sufficiently protect this community from gun violence.”

“In Sarasota County, we have worked diligently
over the past decade prosecuting part one
crimes, including gun crimes. We have reduced
part 1 crimes by 52% since 2009. This reduc-
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When the local media inquired with the sheriff’s
office about Hoffman rejecting the request, his
spokeswoman noted, “With an anti-Second
Amendment platform that focuses on federal
gun regulation, the Sheriff respectfully declined
as he did not see anything productive coming
from a meeting.”
Because nothing productive ever comes from
such meetings. Brady and other gun-grabbers
aren’t interested in compromise, only unilateral
disarmament – by lawful gun owners.
BY: By Liam Edgar, The Free Press

Is Donald Trump still president?
On some Republican
websites across Florida,
the answer is yes

Mayor Carlos Gimenez as a member of Congress from District 26, which he won in November.
The Hillsborough County GOP website lists
Trump as the president, but also updated it to
show Traci Koster its new state representative
in District 64. The website is "under redesign"
and is to be updated over "the new few weeks,"
Chair Jim Waurishuk said in an email.

Some sites show Trump as president
and appear to have not been updated
since November election.

Nassau County GOP's site is outdated, said former Chair Justin Taylor. After speaking with the
USA TODAY Network, Taylor, who designed the
site, said the party plans to update it.

At least 10 local Republican Party websites
across Florida continue to show Donald Trump
as the current president of the United States,
more than four months after he lost the election to Joe Biden.

The Manatee County
GOP home page congratulates
all of the winners of the 2020
election, including Trump. However, the elected-officials section of the website is accurate
and does not show Trump,
Chair Kathleen King pointed
out. The homepage, she said,
is intended to show winners in
Manatee County.

GOP sites in counties as large
as Miami-Dade and Hillsborough tout Trump as the
president, based on a review
of the sites in all 67 Florida
counties. Most websites list no
elected officials at all, but
nearly half of those that
do continue to include Trump.
Some local party officials
claim that continuing to show
Trump as president is an oversight, despite some
of the sites have updated their list with newly
elected down-ballot officials. Others, like Jay Kramer, chair of the Indian River County Republican
Party, are unabashed in defending the action as
very intentional.

In St. Lucie County, the elected
-officials section of the website shows newly
elected state representatives such as Dana
Trabulsy and Kaylee Tuck, and it also shows
Trump as the president. Chair Kenny Nail said
that was unintentional, and more a website issue
in showing what they wanted to communicate.
"We want to show that (Trump) won in St. Lucie
County," Nail explained.

"Trump hasn't conceded, and it's our opinion the
election was stolen," Kramer, the former mayor of
Vero Beach, told the USA TODAY NetworkFlorida. "It's important to make a statement and
to make sure the statement stays relevant for the
next 3½ years."

After being contacted by the USA TODAY Network, Nail said party officials would address the
error.
Some websites show Trump as president, but
appear to have not been updated since the November election.

Indian River County's GOP website boldly displays Trump serving a second term, 2020-2024.
Former Vice President Mike Pence is not shown
serving a second term, an oversight, Kramer
said.

In Palm Beach County, the GOP website lists
Trump as the president, but is not updated with
newly elected Republican state representatives.

Kramer was among at least 100 people from the
area who traveled to Washington, D.C., on Jan. 6 Other county GOP websites that continue listing
Trump as president include Flagler, Okaloosa,
for the rally to support Trump, which turned into
Walton and Osceola. In Okaloosa County, the
an attack on the Capitol.
Republicans' elected-officials page has not been
Republican Party officials in Miami-Dade Counupdated since 2019.
ty did not return requests for comment on their
The state Republican Party website does not list
website, which also continues to display Trump
elected officials. BY: Joshua Solomon, Treasure Coast
as president. The same site shows former Miami Newspapers
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Donate Today To Our Scholarship Fund
We are writing to you to ask for your help. Our club has been committed
to offering scholarships to young people planning to attend an institution
of higher learning after high school graduation.
That commitment is something we cherish.
Unfortunately, we have not received our usual scholarship donations that
come in the form of Carol Graves 50/50 raffle and the extra dollars
members often give us when they pay for their meals.
Please consider donating to our scholarship fund. We are not asking for
a specific amount because everyone’s financial situation. Right now our scholarship fund is $3,688. It
would be wonderful to increase that amount so we could offer four $1,000 scholarships.
If you would like to help, please mail a check made out to DWC Manatee County clearly noting it is for
the scholarship fund. Every dime you give will go directly to the scholarship fund.
Mail your donation to our new treasurer
Nancy Hadley, 5613 Key Largo Court, Bradenton, FL 34203.

Ted Cruz on Gun Control
Every time there’s a shooting, we play this ridiculous theater where this
committee gets together and proposes a bunch of ridiculous laws that
would do nothing to stop these murders. The Senator from Connecticut
and just said that the folks on the other side of the aisle have no solutions.
Well, the Senator from Connecticut knows that’s false, and he knows
that’s false because the Senator from Iowa and I introduced legislation Grassley-Cruz targeted at felons, targeted at fugitives, targeted at violent criminals, targeted at those with serious mental disease
to stop them from getting firearms, to put them in prison to stop them from buying guns.
What happens in this committee after every mass shooting is that Democrats propose taking away
guns from law-abiding citizens because that’s their political objective, but what they propose not only
does it not reduce crime. It makes it worse.— Ted Cruz
Note: The legislation that Cruz proposed would do nothing to stop the vast majority of mass shootings. Recent mass shooters had nothing in the current background check system that would have
prevented them from legally obtaining guns, but instead of supporting the enhanced background
checks bills, Cruz is blaming Democrats for proposing legislation that could cut down on mass shootings.
2020 is a year none of us will ever forget. We now are on the homestretch of combating Covid 19. In
celebration please enjoy these two videos. The Covid Blues by Deborah Silver and Dennis Lambert
and I JUST CAN’T WAIT FOR VACCINES by Noah Lindquist.
I’VE GOT THE
COVID BLUES

I JUST CAN’T WAIT
FOR VACCINES
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2018-2019

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President
Joannie LeBaron

Pat Benson
pattybeenutty@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Open

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental

Open

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs)
Ellie Billops

elbill2000@gmail.com

2nd VP (Membership)
Mary Young

marevegan@gmail.com

Recording Secretary
Patti Boynton

pboynton5@gmail.com

Treasurer
Nancy Hadley

hadleyn1@iclloud.com

Regional Representative
Mary Bass

Fund-Raising

Legislative Liaison Mary Duda
mcmduda@aol.com

marygbass@gmail.com

Website Links

Corresponding
Secretary

Vicki Wayman
VickiWaman@tampabay.rr.com

Bylaws Chair

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

DWC of Manatee County Website
Manatee County Democratic Website
Democratic Women’s Club of Florida

9

Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

FOR IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Most Democrat Clubs and Caucuses have canceled their
meetings or are having zoom meetings. To check status,
times, and dates of events and club meetings, please visit our
Manatee County Democratic website at
www.ManateeDemocrats.com.

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Joseph Bidden
www.whitehouse.gov

Jim Boyd (R-Distr. 21)
switchboard) 202-456-1111

U.S. SENATORS
Rick Scott (R)
help@rickscott.senate.gov

850.487.5026

Boyd.Jim.web@flsenate.gov

OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES
Michele Rayner (D-Distr.70)

(202) 224-5274

727.892.2468

Rayner.Michele@myfloridahouse.gov
Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

Will Robinson (R-Distr. 71)
Will.robinson@myfloridahouse.gov

U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)
www.Buchanan.house.gov

202-225-5015
941-747-9081

Tommy Gregory (R-Distr. 73)
Tommy.gregory@myfloridahouse.gov

GOVERNOR
Ron DeSantis (R)

941.708.4968

850-717-9337

www.flgov.com/email-the-governor/
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941.708.5660

