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INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  
C: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION 
P: Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners 
confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and unclean and 
that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed.  
Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking 
and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
C: O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten 
Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and for His sake 
grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit 
increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and 
true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace 
we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.  Amen. 
P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us 
and has given His only Son to die for us and for His sake 
forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe on His name He 
gives power to become the children of God and has promised 
them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be 
saved.  Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C: Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING     Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear 
Jesus.  And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, 



“This man receives sinners and eats with them.”  So He told 
them this parable: “There was a man who had two sons.  And 
the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the 
share of property that is coming to me.’  And he divided his 
property between them.  Not many days later, the younger son 
gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and 
there he squandered his property in reckless living.  And when 
he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, 
and he began to be in need.  So he went and hired himself out 
to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields 
to feed pigs.  And he was longing to be fed with the pods that 
the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.  But when he came 
to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants 
have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger!  I 
will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and before you.  I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son.  Treat me as one of your hired 
servants.”’  And he arose and came to his father.  But while he 
was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, 
and ran and embraced him and kissed him.  And the son said to 
him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you.  I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son.’  But the father said 
to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, 
and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet.  And bring the 
fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate.  For this my 
son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’  
And they began to celebrate.  Now his older son was in the field, 
and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music 
and dancing.  And he called one of the servants and asked what 
these things meant.  And he said to him, ‘Your brother has 



come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he 
has received him back safe and sound.’  But he was angry and 
refused to go in.  His father came out and entreated him, but he 
answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served 
you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave 
me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends.  But 
when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property 
with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’  And he said 
to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is 
yours.  It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your 
brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’”  
 
HYMN      Today Your Mercy Calls Us 
1 Today Your mercy calls us 
    To wash away our sin. 
However great our trespass, 
    Whatever we have been, 
However long from mercy 
    Our hearts have turned away, 
Your precious blood can wash us 
    And make us clean today. 
 

2 Today Your gate is open, 
    And all who enter in 
Shall find a Father’s welcome 
    And pardon for their sin. 
The past shall be forgotten, 
    A present joy be giv’n, 
A future grace be promised, 
    A glorious crown in heav’n. 
 



3 Today our Father calls us; 
    His Holy Spirit waits; 
His blessèd angels gather 
    Around the heav’nly gates. 
No question will be asked us 
    How often we have come; 
Although we oft have wandered, 
    It is our Father’s home. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
SERMON 
 
PRAYERS 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the 
Father, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you now 
and always. 
C: Amen. 
 
HYMN     Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer 
1 Guide me, O Thou great Redeemer, 
    Pilgrim through this barren land. 



I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
    Hold me with Thy pow’rful hand. 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
    Feed me till I want no more; 
    Feed me till I want no more. 
 

2 Open now the crystal fountain 
    Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fiery, cloudy pillar 
    Lead me all my journey through. 
Strong deliv’rer, strong deliv’rer, 
    Be Thou still my strength and shield; 
    Be Thou still my strength and shield. 
 

3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
    Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death and hell’s destruction, 
    Land me safe on Canaan’s side. 
Songs of praises, songs of praises 
    I will ever give to Thee; 
    I will ever give to Thee. 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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