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High School Graduates
Theo Browning Shoe—Theo graduated from Eastern Alamance High
School this year. They will attend Catawba College, pursuing a
teaching degree. Theo is the child of Cathy Rose and Curtis Giraud.
Sandi Gerner—Sandi graduated from Western Alamance High School
and Alamance Community College with an Associate Degree in Arts
with High Honors. She will be attending UNC Wilmington in the fall. Sandi has been a part of the ECC UCC
group for the past few years who came to us when invited by Dillon Drummond. She has been a great
part of our group.
Gavin Nicholson—Gavin graduated from Southern Alamance High School. He is currently employed at BJ’s
in Burlington and will be attending Alamance Community College in the fall, working toward his Associate
of Applied Science in Heating, Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Technology. Gavin has been a “fixture” at
Elon Community Church UCC for years because he is the son and stepson of Josh and Monica Nicholson.
College and University Graduates
Kacey Long—Kacey graduated from High Point University with a BS in Exercise Science and a
concentration in Biomechanics. She will attend Winston Salem State University in January 2022 to pursue
her Doctorate in Physical Therapy. She is the daughter of John and Lee Long and the granddaughter of Bill
and Betty Blanchard.
Kayleigh Long—Kayleigh graduated from High Point University with a BA in Education Studies and a
minor in Psychology. She will attend UNC Wilmington this August to pursue a Master in School Social
Work. She is the daughter of John and Lee Long and the granddaughter is Bill and Betty Blanchard.
Jessica Johnson—Jess graduated from UNC Chapel Hill’s College of School of Public Health in December
2020 with a Master Degree in Public Health. She is the wife of Hunt Johnson and the mom of Violet.
Matt Jones—Matt graduated from UNC Chapel Hill’s School of Government with a Master’s Degree in Public
Administration. Matt is the husband of Grace Jones.

VISION AND GOALS 2026
TOWN HALL MEETING · SUNDAY, JUNE 13, 4 PM ON ZOOM
Please join us for the first
congregation wide meeting to brainstorm and
discuss ideas for the upcoming 5 year Plan.
The ZOOM invitation will be sent out on Joys
and Concerns one week before the event. The
following Meetings will be in person. So, make sure to come if you are at a distance or can’t be at in
person events. You can attend all three meetings of just one, so plan now!
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(“Chris” is short for Christian)
Discernment
The word discernment is a
significant way to express this time
in the church right now. It also is
doing double duty as we are both
discerning our future through the
development of vision and goals for the next five years in the church
as well as discern how re-opening in person gatherings and building
our ministry will best take place in the coming months.
All of our Boards have had their opportunity to brainstorm
over what the next five years might hold for them and the needs and
hopes we hope to set goals for. We also looked at what made our
church what it is and how do we build off that. The ideas and issues
drawn from those conversations have involved both practical and
hopeful ideas. We are now compiling those ideas and wish to add
them to ideas from the congregation now. Our hope is to be in a
state of discernment for the next four months. I am calling us into a
time of prayer and reflection as we gather to hash out ideas and
create ways to reach, grow, and be faithful as a gathered community
leading us to 2026.

MONDAY SCHOOL GOES BACK TO
THE NEW TESTAMENT

THE EPISTLE OF 2 PETER
The Sr.
Pastor’s Bible Study
will be visiting the
New Testament and
the early church as
we study the
non-Pauline letters
attributed to the
Apostle Peter. These
are shorter letters
and we plan to take the time needed to explore their authorship, the
situations that call for the letter, and the impact it has on our
overall teachings from the New Testament. We meet each Monday at
4:30 pm on ZOOM.

Therefore, we plan to have some Town Hall Style meetings
over these next 4 months. The first will be fully by ZOOM and will be
held on Sunday, June 13, at 4pm. Our subsequent meetings in August
and September (no meeting in July) will be held safely and in person
on dates to be announced. I hope You will take part in this first
meeting to come together to hear about trends and our callings as
well as sharing your discernment leading to ideas and possible goal
ideas to allow us to grow and be the Church in the next five years.
The Zoom invite will follow in Joys & Concerns emails.
The other discernment is the more difficult one. Every
decision we make toward re-opening actually involves the best
decisions we can make knowing that we can not make everyone
happy. Churches around us and throughout the nation are on a
continuum of very conservative courses to some being quite frankly
very reckless. We hear about them all and it makes it difficult for us
to always discern the best course of action. Already we have made
decisions where some are relieved while others are troubled. What is
the best path of re-opening?

I pray our discernment will involve careful and thoughtful
decisions with the best for everyone involved. I pray that this is how
you believe we are making these decisions as well. Going mask
optional was a difficult decision and so far is allowing for good
results. However, there are members who are troubled by this and
some who will need to wear masks for many reasons. Another factor
that I cannot stress enough is our rate of vaccinations. So far, and
using direct asking, with the exception of young children, all the
people in our worship have been vaccinated. The importance of
getting the vaccine if you are able cannot be overstated. It is safe
and has created a way for people who have been isolated to see
each other and fellowship once again. Our discernment will be based
on conflicting needs and our pathway will be choppy. I can assure
you that as things change one way or the other, we will act
accordingly allowing for more or pulling back as necessary.
These two discernments will be the central part of the next
several months and I pray that we will do them with kindness, caring
and vision. Praying that we will be faithful in all we do! Hope to see
you on ZOOM this month!
Love,
Randy
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Confirmation Class
Confirmation Class will meet on Sunday,
June 6 at 4 pm in person or on Zoom for those who
cannot attend in person. We would love to see all those
who are in town to join us in person. This will be our
last class before we take a summer break.

July 19-21, 2021 · Time-6:15-8:00 pm
Our Vacation Bible School will be held for 3 nights in July
starting on Monday, July 19 and ending on Wednesday, July 21 starting at
6 pm and ending at 8 pm. There will be no meal served this year due to
COVID but a snack will be given to the children as they leave each
evening. This will be held for Pre-K through rising 6th graders. If any
youth want to participate, we would love to have them as helpers for our
leaders! Our themes are: Armor Up for Truth!, the story of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, Armor Up for Justice, the story of David and
Goliath, and Armor Up for Faith!,
the story of Jesus Walking on
Water. We will be sending a way
to register your child starting the
first week of June. We need
volunteers! If you are willing to
help out in any way, email
wheeler.sharon04@gmail.com or
call the church office at
336-584-0391.

Ramp Up For Camp
We are once
again attempting to raise
72 Gifts in 72 Hours
through our
RampUp4Camp Campaign.
We ask you to support
this ministry which allows its participants to connect with
Creation, the Creator and one another. Many of our children and
youth attend Johns River Valley Camp as a way to grow in faith
and life as this natural setting is unique in its way to touch our
lives. Adult opportunities exist as well. So, any size gift during
the June 4-6 weekend is appreciated. You can give online directly
to the camp on the Facebook site or simply give at the church
online choosing the Johns River Valley CAMP. Thank you for
supporting ministry with meaning!

Women’s Fellowship General Meeting
Women’s Fellowship will meet in person and on Zoom on Monday, June 7 at 5:30 pm in the Community Life Center and on Zoom
when the program begins at 6:00 pm. A boxed dinner will be served and money collected to cover the cost of dinner. Rev. Dr. Jackie McHenry
will present the program for the evening. Rev. Dr. McHenry is presently serving a Disciples of Christ Congregation in Reidsville and also still
serving True Community Christian Church here in Burlington. If you feel comfortable, please join us for a
time to be together in person, share a meal, and hear a wonderful speaker! The Zoom link is:
Time: Jun 7, 2021 06:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87272948189?pwd=M1lxRzlHakFXOFpmNkwxc1EwYjd2UT09
Meeting ID: 872 7294 8189
Passcode: 558300
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kb9pb4prxj
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CHURCH
WATCH PARTY
True Justice:
Bryan Stevenson’s
Fight For Equality
Sunday, August 29
at 7:00 pm
“Where some people
erect an artificial barrier
between Jesus and justice,
my faith tells me that
Jesus is all about justice.”
- Jemar Tisby

Re-OPENING PLAN UPDATE
Right now, we have a tentative plan for re-opening as we try to follow the Governor, CDC, and safety protocols. As changes are
constantly happening we feel a phased in approach will work best and give us the flexibility to speed up or slow down our process.
SUMMER – JUNE THRU LABOR DAY we have one worship service at 10:30 am with no requirement to sign-up. We are at mask optional, but
strongly request you have a mask with you if you are in a situation that you may need it. We are asking for patience and kindness knowing
many will still be wearing masks. Please get vaccinated if you are eligible. All other meetings will decide what to do about in person and zoom
gathering.
FALL – SEPT. 12 FORWARD is our targeted goal for re-opening with 9:30 am Sunday School in person and 10:30 am worship with no limits on
attendance. September 19 will be celebrated as our first ECC Homecoming Sunday. You will
receive much more information as we get closer to that time. This may change and we
are well aware that people will come back as they feel comfortable. We know we will
have to patiently allow a building back of all we do. Each step will be done in a way to
insure safety and allow us all to know.
SPECIAL NOTE: It is clear that we will continue virtual worship and hope to incorporate
virtual and “Hybrid” (both in person and virtual) meetings and activities. We are in a new
place now as we create a post-covid way to practice church and live into the future.
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Chancel Choir Planning for the Fall
Greetings everyone!
Just reaching out to current Chancel Choir members and potential new members. We are looking at
singing our first Chancel Choir anthem of the new year at Sunday morning service on September 12. Just to get
things kicked off and run through some music, we will hold a Chancel Choir rehearsal on Wednesday night,
September 8 at 7:00 pm. Please send Stephen an email if you are planning to return or if you wish to join the
choir at sfutrell@elon.edu. Looking forward to singing with y’all again! Blessings!

- Stephen

COMPOSTING CONSIDERATIONS – Consider separating your food scraps from your trash and placing in a
small container that you store in your freezer. On Sunday (or another day appropriate for you)
emptying your frozen compostables into our blue bin with orange top found by our dumpster. Together
we can make a difference. No plastic bags please. Only the contents with no bags. This act adds to
taking composting materials out the landfill which actually creates dangerous gases in that environment.
When composted, it enriches soil and helps in so many ways.
SOLAR POWER ANYONE! – You may be seeing on advertisements that Solar Power is going residential. Have you considered Solar? Maybe think it
is our of your reach? Well, it is not! There is a rise in companies that are creating solar alternatives for the exact same cost as your average
electric bill. This will allow many of us to now consider this path and make a greater contribution to less coal and gas usage and more solar.
Case in point is one example from members Bob and Connie Martin.
They are working with Carolina Connections
www.freesolarsolution.com/jamaltaylor which seems reputable and is
one provider in the area. They found that they worked out a plan
to install the needed solar panels, got approval from their HOA,
walked through the whole process with them with no upfront costs
and they will pay no more than their usual electric bill and now use
Solar. Duke Power is actually their back-up and the government and
Duke are providing credits to make this possible! If you have even
thought about this, now it seems that we are in a time of possibility. There is an important caveat: Not all homes can qualify. In fact
only 1 in 4 do. Is your home one of them? Check it out! We can
create energy sustainable communities, one home at a time. You
may be a witness in your neighborhood or area!

THE FARMERS MARKET AT ELON COMMUNITY CHURCH
The Authentically Alamance Farmers Market has returned in full force with 21 vendors! Like last year, the
market is now run down College Ave. instead of on our grass. Therefore, you need to enter by coming into the Holt
Ave. entrance of our parking. Look forward to a year with lots of choices and healthy affordable food. They now take
credit cards for tokens, and accept food assistance (snap) by giving $2 for each $1 you buy! So, pass the word and
attend this market and celebrate local! Market each Thursday from 3-6 pm!
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May 16, 2021 Meeting

By Tanya Gold, Council Secretary
Treasurer’s Report still shows a surplus of income Year-to-Date. The short-term deficit for April was due to the one-time staff bonuses, which were
approved at our last meeting. The government has officially forgiven our 2020 PPP grant. Randy is encouraged to see donations to the building
fund continuing; these will be used for special projects.
Trustees approved recommended upgrades to staff computers and software this month. Jack shared that Lori
& Bill have noted many requests for CLC rentals. The Board reviewed CLC rental guidelines, and increased
rates by 10%, pending a more thorough evaluation of the rate schedule. Randy worked with trustees to
develop 5-year goals.
Deacons assessed ECC’s strengths and weaknesses and brainstormed future goals. Short term ideas include offering instruction about the history
and hierarchy of UCC churches. They would like to further develop a sense of community through Deacon Care Groups. Also discussed steps for
phasing back into the sanctuary (sooner, due to recent CDC recommendations). A task force may be needed to focus on the transition to a more
-permanent system for broadcasting/recording worship services, since this technology will continue to serve many members & guests.
Board of Christian Education enjoyed having a voice in setting 5-year goals for ECC. Heard updates on Spiritual
Autobiography series from Rebecca, and on VBS planning from Sharon. Looking forward to fellowship with snacks
and mortgage burning ceremony after worship on Pentecost.
Missions & Outreach Board is continuing their ongoing projects. One new initiative they are looking into is
partnering with other local churches for a Habitat for Humanity build in the spring of 2022.
Board of Evangelism is collecting estimates to modernize our church website.
Children/Youth Ministries – All ages have been meeting outdoors at the church for Scavenger Hunts, and activities related to Earth Day. Both
groups of older youth enjoyed end-of-year cookout(s) at the home of the Stimpsons. Sharon is preparing “porch packs” focused on Pentecost for
delivery to families with young children.
Associate Minister’s Report – Pastor Sharon supports UCC activities at our church and with Southern Conference ministries; networks with area
ministers’ groups; and lately has been helping organize this fall’s NC Homegrown Women’s Preaching Festival. She has volunteers lined up for
in-person Vacation Bible School.
Senior Minister’s Report – Re-opening Plan has been accelerated in a big way, but still giving people time to get used to the changes. Pastor
Randy thanked the Boards for setting aside time to brainstorm ideas for our new 5-year Vision. Town Hall Meetings will be held in June and
August. A strategic task force should be in place by mid-September to compile ideas and convert them into goal language – in time for the Goal
Retreat on October 23. Photography dates for a new Pictorial Directory are Aug. 31-Sept. 1. More convenient process than before. We will be
accepting the archives of the Elon Children’s Home into ECC’s History Room. Randy is representing
ECC in discussions with the Town of Elon who plan to convert the tented gathering place (between
our church and Pandora’s Pies) into a permanent site. Randy always looks forward to being a camp
leader at JRVC Camp. This year his dates there are July 11-16.
Next Council meeting is set for Sunday, June 13, 2021 at 7:30 PM, IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY!

Volume 25, Issue 6

Thank You
I just want to share a very heartfelt
thanks for all the thoughts, prayers and
even cards I have received
during my surgery and recovery.
You are such a supportive community!
- Jeanette Lefever, (Bev Orwig’s
Mother from Temperance Michigan)

Stay Connected
with Elon Alive!
Have
you joined our
private
Facebook group
yet? It’s called Elon Alive! and is invite only for
church members and friends. If you have not
received an invite and would like to participate,
please e-mail the church office at
eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com. You must have
a Facebook account in order to be involved. This
is a great place, safe for the whole family to
post pictures and interact with other members
and friends.

Click or scan the QR Code on the top
right of our website, eloncommunitychurch.org, or
look for the QR Code in the bulletin and Torch.
You can also go to our website and click on the
FINANCE tab, to set up an account for regular
online giving. Please take into account that we
pay 3% in fees on each donation if paid with a
credit card. Debit cards and checking accounts
are encouraged! If you cannot make an online
payment, checks are welcome to be mailed to
PO Box 625, Elon, NC 27244.
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Sam Fowler
Andrea Leeds
George Oakley
Whitney Gregory
Racheal Stimpson
Paul Kaczor
Henry Wroblewski
Jamie Coble
Manda Stiegel
Susanne Doolittle
Denny McLane

6/1
6/4
6/5
6/5
6/5
6/6
6/6
6/10
6/11
6/12
6/12

Sue Kuhn
Abby Stimpson
Ted Wheeler
Wes Reynolds,
Andy Feld
Russ Martin
Mary Grace Cavey
Helmut Vogg
Owen Schumacher
Gene Lentz
Ella Powell
Hal Clifton
Hunt Johnson
Philip Osborne

Artie and Elizabeth Lewis
Bob and Margaret Smith
Roy and Virginia Leeds
Sam and Linda Fowler
Andre and Sally Johnson
Millard and Tanya Gold
Ron and Nancy Steele
Judy Foxworth and Debbie Thorpe
Ray and Gayle Pollard
Fred and Connie Canova
Scott and Christina Hrinko

6/1
6/4
6/6
6/9
6/10
6/11
6/13
6/13
6/15
6/17
6/19

Jacob and Judy Mauney
Howard and Patty Welborn
Chris and Whitney Gregory
William and Elizabeth Lanier
Jamie and April Coble
Hugh and Carol Comfort
Richard and Dody Denault
Gene and Mary Jane Ferrell
Randy and Bev Orwig
Mac and Loudelle King
Gene and Joanne Lentz

6/15
6/16
6/17
6/18
6/20
6/2
6/21
6/23
6/23
6/24
6/26
6/26
6/29
6/30
6/20
6/21
6/21
6/21
6/22
6/22
6/22
6/23
6/23
6/25
6/30

Mailed: 5/28/2021

Street: 271 N. Williamson Ave.
Mail: PO Box 625
Elon, NC 27244
Phone: 336-584-0391
Fax: 336-584-7963
E-mail: eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com

Torch Articles

Please note that all
submissions are due by the
19th for the upcoming month. Because
of limited space, articles may be edited,
saved for future issues, or omitted.
Thank you for your contributions!

If you would like to be removed from The Torch mailing list please e-mail
eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com

Elon Community Church UCC Staff

Rev. Randy Orwig
Senior Pastor

Rev. Sharon Wheeler
Associate Pastor

Joy Rust
Organist

Delinda Anderson
Custodian

Monica F. Nicholson
Office Manager

Dr. Stephen Futrell
Choir Director

Jennifer Clifton
Nursery Attendant

Lori Watson
Finance Director
CLC Coordinator

Eden Brown
Bell Choirs Director

Priscilla Cotton
Nursery Assistant

