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The only home that the
Hazleton Art League ever had
at 225 E. Broad St. is growing
cramped.

For three years, league
members have thought about
renovating and expanding
their headquarters or moving
to alarger building.

“What we want is a jump-
ing, exciting community arts
center that makes us happy
and proud and provides the
opportunities to learn, grow,
come together, experience and
enjoy ourselves that only the
arts can provide,” the league’s
co-presidents wrote a year ago
in the group’s newsletter.

City officials and members
of the new Downtown Alli-
ance for Progress liked the
league’s idea for an art center:

And they suggested a place:
the former Security Savings
bank building at 25-31 W
Broad St.

When considering new uses
for the building, Mayor Joseph
Yannuzzi thought of the art
league.

“We heard they wanted to
move, but they didn’t want to
leave downtown. We
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Downtown Alliance proposes
moving Hazleton Art League to
former Security Savings building

approached them,” Yannuzzi
said.

Luzerne County owns the
Security Savings building, but
currently has no use for it and
has considered transferring
the building to the city. Yan-
nuzzi had proposed moving
the police department into the
building, but those plans were
abandoned.

“T think it's fair to say every-
body on the board of the art
league is excited about the pos-
sibility,” Carl Frankel, a co-
president of the league, said.

Right now, an art center is
just a possibility.

The league doesn’t kKnow if
it could afford to remodel and
maintain the building. Per-
haps the league would need
another group or a business to
share the space and the
expense.

To answer some questions,
the league and the alliance
applied for a grant to study the
cost of converting the building
to an art center.

“We hope to have the infor-
mation we need when the
study is done or while it is in
progress and then take a vote
to commit or not commit,”

See ART CENTER, A13
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Art center
(Continued from A1) alliance plans to host a “Itwould beidealto getcul:  would bea great place for a
Frankel said. A RT YO UTH EXPO farmers’ market outside the  tural events downtown,” he high school for the arts that
The art center could Security Savings building said. *You have to have that, the Hazleton Area School
house art classes for chil- The fourth annual Art Youth Expo or AYE4 will start Friday at 6 this year. offices, retail, restaurants. We  Board has considered creat-
dren and adults, exhibits, p‘“;-eé}f;‘r’:fg::eeni?:éffﬁgi rff;'t*'wf'aﬁm‘s'yggg 2 :g—ggm e oo Yannuzzi called the arts havealittle of each. We're ing.
musml performances and sor, the Hazleton Art League, 225 E.Broad St,, to collect a map to the one ingredient for a vibrant hopingto bu],ld on that. 2
meetings of photography SR st downtown. He also said downtown kjackson@standardspeaker.com
md book clu_bs, and a bou- Lackawanna Junior College, Frankie's Pizza, Fellin’s Jewelers, Drag-
tique for selling original art- onfly Cafe, The Shop 2, Butler Enterprises, Hazleton Area Career Cen-
works. ter, Jimmy's Quick Lunch and Hazleton Active Adult Center will host
All those activities occur exhibits or performances.
now in the building that Artists younger than 30 have created paintings, photographs,
housed the league the past 66 sculpture and other works. More than 30 groups, soloists and street
years but now needs repairs performers agreed to entertain during the exhibit.
and expansion.
Just to make room while for Progress asked consul- more about the plan from
preparing for the fourth tants to consider how to con-  members of the league and
annual Art Youth Expo or vert Security Savings into the alliance.
AYE4 on Friday and Satur- an art center when submit- “It would definitely pull
day, club members have had  ting proposals for acompre-  traffic, and is a better loca-
to move items into other hensive plan for downtown. tion for what they do,” Bast
rooms temporarily This month, the alliance said.
“Ttreally isa spaceissue,”  expects to hire a firm to pre- Council members Jean
Frankel said. pare the plan, which will Mope and Jeft Cusat
Art league members joke include an inventory of busi-  approve of a downtown arts
that theirheadquartersina  nesses and buildings and center if the league can
converted home next to strategies for recruiting manage the expenses.
Zenier’s Towing goes unno- businesses, marketing down- “I don’t know if the art
ticed, even by people who town and plans for parks, league would be able to
drive past every day, Frankel — facades and the streetscape. afford moving there or what
said. City council members they would need to get into - G s
“Idon’t think we’d have consider the arts center a it,” Cusat said. = e R A b ]
that problem with Security  good fit with downtown. Mope mentioned that the WI N a Fa,m 1 Iy p“'d“:? EEENRSE T:;;:Lyf;: ,°;°'d?:' o i
Savings. We would just say “I think that is a great city also considered plans Four-Pack of Tickets! Hiinmsaiuln BT LR
‘That beautiful building idea,” council President for parking on part of the Fill out the form } PARENTS NAME
with the columns,” hesaid ~ Jack Mundie said. property next to Security for a chance to win 4 tickets to | ) ye e AGE
of the 104-year-old structure. Councilman Keith Bast Savings, where a parking Ringling Bros. and
The Downtown Alliance ~ saidhewowldliketolearn ~ garagealso is proposed. The | Barnum & Bailey Circus | ADDRES =
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