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President’s Report
As I write this, Thanksgiving is not yet here, but Christmas and other Holiday Celebrations are just
around the corner. This year has moved quickly as your Chapter is as functional as ever. That is a
testament to the involved a d committed officers, committee chairs, and members who make this
volunteer organization operate at such a high level. We continue to function at a high level and make an
impact in all the events and other activities in which we participate.
I hate to sound like the proverbial broken record – some of you remember vinyl records, right?
But, we (the nation and most of the world) are in the midst of a COVID-19 surge. We had agreement
to use the Life Center at First Baptist Church for our December Chapter meeting. However, in the past
week, we have cancelled that in-person meeting because of the virus risk. Our health should be a primary
concern during these conditions. Each month we will continue to look for in-person meeting
opportunities.
We did have an in-person meeting on October 17th at the Early Works Museum. There, we
formally installed the Chapter Officers who have been diligently working since April, and we presented
inductee member certificates and supplemental certificates to the applicable attendees. David Jones,
ALSSAR President, conducted the installation ceremony and also presented Dudley Burwell with a
President’s Volunteer Service Award. We will work to conduct more of these type meetings with safety
and health concerns in mind.
We participated in the Athens Veterans Day Parade on November 7th. We had marchers and the
float provided again by Bob Anderson. It was a great event and it felt good to get outdoors in a glorious
fall day. Your Chapter continues its PSA announcements with WLRH with the latest honoring Veterans
Day on November 11th. Thanks to Jim Griffith and Jess Brown.
Your Chapter was also actively involved in planning and execution for three Revolutionary War
Soldier Grave Markings and Dedications. All three are in Madison County. The first ceremony was
led by the Twickenham Town Chapter DAR with TVCSAR playing a major role in planning and
execution. Dudley Burwell led the planning for the two ceremonies conducted by our Chapter on
November 14th. Each of these required a commitment of time and labor by Chapter members and I
thank you for your efforts. In attendance were your President, Vice President, Chaplain, Color Guard
members, Bugler, and Chapter members. These are significant and meaningful events for our Chapter
and I encourage all Chapter members to attend these events. After all, if it had not been for our Patriots’
sacrifices, we would not be where we are today. We owe much to our Patriots and to their continuing
legacy.
• Patriot Henry Harless, Bellview Cemetery, October 24th
• Patriot Richard Johnson, Chambless-Byrne Cemetery, November 14th.
• Patriot Jacob Caulk, Mt. Paran Cemetery, November 14th
We have future activities and events planned.
• In December several of us will go to the Tut Fann State Veterans Home to hand out
Christmas and Thank You Cards for our Veterans. Unfortunately this year we will not be
able to spend time with the Veterans.
• Wreath Laying for Seaman Luther J. Isom, Pearl Harbor Commemoration, Maple Hill
Chapter DAR on Dec 6 at 2:00 at Maple Hill Cemetery.
• CAR Wreath laying for Patriots at Harris Hill Cemetery on December 19th.
• Wreaths Across America on December 19th.
We are a blessed Chapter and Nation. I am grateful to be a part of this volunteer organization and
to have such a dedicated membership. The Tennessee Valley Chapter is a wonderful and dedicated
organization which reaches many in North Alabama. May you and your families have a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year full of sound health and happiness.

Ray Livingston
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Minutes of previous meetings can now be found at: https://www.tvcsar.org/monthly-meeting-minutes.html
On Saturday, October 17th the Chapter held an in person meeting to distribute awards from
our March banquet which could not be held, induct new members, and formally install the
2020-2021 officers. State President David Jones was on hand to install the currently serving
officers. Also, our newest George Washington Fellow, Chip Pharr was given his certificate
and pinned by National GWEF Fundraising Chairman Jim Maples. New members are
shown on page 4.

Jamie Stanley

Lewellen Jones

Jim Griffith
Richard Tingle
Benny Hannah

Bob Anderson

In the photo at the immediate right, State President
David Jones presents the President’s Volunteer Service
Award to Dudley Burwell for his volunteer work.

State President
David Jones

Dudley Burwell
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James Henderson

Jim Maples
Chip Pharr

Jim Griffith and Bob Anderson unveil our new Chapter
banner to be used in parades

Ray Livingston

Jim Alexander

Photo by Jim Maples
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Welcome new members!

Allie Swann

Anders Kinney

Jamie Stanley

Lewellen Jones

David Cassell
Edward Cassell

Steve Brouse
James Watson
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Revolutionary Questions
1. Who is widely regarded as the first American killed
during the American Revolution?
2. Who fired the shot that killed the first American
(Crispus Attucks) during the American Revolution?
3. How many Americans were killed during the Boston
Massacre

4. After the Boston Massacre, British Soldiers were tried
for Murder. Do you know who defended those British
Soldiers
5. Although there was no formal census in the United
States prior to 1790, do you know what the largest Cities
were within the Colonies in 1776?
6. Did you know that the most famous spy-ring in
American History was formed during the American
Revolution? Do you know the name of this Spy-Ring?
7. George Washington had numerous nicknames
including “Father of the Country”, “American Fabius”, and
the “American Cincinnatus”. However, he had a code name
as part of the Culper Spy-Ring. Do you know that name?

Answers from the October/November Newsletter
1. In what battle was there the most combatants during the
Revolutionary War? The Battle of Long Island is considered
the be the largest battle in the Revolutionary War. There
were approximately 40,000 combatants. The Americans lost
approximately 2,200 while the British and Hessians lost only
350.
2. We all know that “Benedict Arnold” has become synonymous
with traitor, but do you know what Benedict Arnold did to become
a traitor? He offered the British seizure of the military
fortress at West Point, NY, in exchange for 10,000 pounds
and a British military commission.
3. Did Benedict Arnold ever fight against the Colonials as a
British Officer? Yes, Benedict Arnold did ultimately receive
his commission as a British Officer. He was commissioned
as a Brigadier General and led the British in two battles
against the Colonials. One battle was on Virginia early in
1781 and the other in New London, Connecticut in
Photo by Jim Maples
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September of 1781. Strangely enough, Connecticut was
Arnold’s home state. Soon after these battles, Benedict
Arnold and his wife Peggy sailed for England, thereby pretty
much ending his military career.
4. The name “Turtle” was given to an innovative weapon that
was first used during the Revolutionary War. Can you name the
type of weapon and how it was used? The first military
submarine was Turtle in 1776. During the American
Revolutionary War, Turtle (operated by Sgt. Ezra Lee,
Continental Army) tried and failed to sink a British warship,
HMS Eagle (flagship of the blockaders) in New York
harbor on September 7, 1776. There were submarines
developed before the Turtle, however those were never used
for military purposes.
5. It could be argued that Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin
Franklin took actions to both start the Revolutionary War and also
helped bring it to an end. Can you name the actions they took for
both? Both Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin were
signers of the Declaration of Independence. This was the
official document which formally terminated the relationship
with the British. Although the Revolutionary War started
prior to the release of Declaration of Independence, this
certainly hastened the execution of the war.
In assisting with the completion of the Revolutionary War,
Jefferson and Franklin established alliances with France,
Spain, and the Dutch Republic all of which entered into the
war in 1776, 1779, and 1780
6. We all know that the Treaty of Paris officially ended the
Revolutionary War in 1783, but do you know who signed the
Treaty of Paris for the Americans? John Adams, Benjamin
Franklin, and John Jay. Thomas Jefferson and Henry
Laurens were also tapped by the Continental Congress to
negotiate the peace with the British. However, Thomas
Jefferson was not available to leave the United States at that
time and Henry Laurens was captured by and British
Warship and was help captive at the Tower of London until
the end of the war.
7. What action did King George III threaten, but never take
after their defeat in the Revolutionary War? King George III,
during a particularly difficult political time in March of 1783
penned a letter of abdication. Ultimately, this letter was
never “executed” as King George III reigned until 1820.
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Richard Johnson
Edwin Dudley Burwell III
When Congress passed a law in 1828, for the benefit of soldiers of the American Revolution, Richard Johnson, of southeast
Madison County, Alabama, began planning to prove his service. According to his own testimony, he enlisted in the Virginia
Continental Army in 1778, and served continuously until the end of hostilities. H joined Lee's Legion in 1778 which was
attached to the 1st Continental Light Dragoons. They fought at the Battle of Paulus Hook, NJ, and the Battle of Edgar's
Lane. In the Southern Campaign, he fought at the Battle of Guilford Courthouse, Battle of Eutaw Springs, Siege of NinetySix and other locations in South Carolina. He reported to Lt. Peter Johnson. A fellow soldier was Clement Carrington.
Johnson was born in Virginia about 1758, but there is no record of his early life there. During his six years in the army, he
served under Lt. Col. Henry Lee, the leader of an elite troop of Partisan and Legion soldiers consisting of cavalry and
infantry. When his service ended, Johnson was a corporal in Lee’s Third Troop of Cavalry. On 28 July 1784, his name
appeared on the “Non-commissioned Officers and Privates List,” reporting the quota of men serving with Lee’s Legion of
Dragoons from Virginia.
Very soon after his discharge, Johnson went to Halifax County, Virginia. where he found his future wife. He married
Frances (Fanny) Phelps on15 September 1784. From 1784 to th mid-1820's Richard and Fanny lived in Halifax County,
Virginia.
Johnson and most of his family were in Madison County, by the mid-1820s. John Johnson, Richard’s son, John, made it
possible for two of his sisters and their families to move to Alabama.
In 1827, Johnson’s daughter Martha (Patsy) Johnson, married John Byrne, a veteran of the War of 1812 and also of
Virginia. The Byrne family settled in the Maysville community where there is census record evidence that Richard and
Frances also lived.
In 1829, he left Madison County and traveled to Abingdon, Washington County, Virgina. He arrived at the courthouse
22nd of April ready to make his declaration concerning his service. One of his former officers, Lt. Peter Johnston, was
present to confirm his former acquaintance with Johnson and give him a sterling commendation. Johnston was a renowned
jurist ready to vouch for his comrade’s honorable service. Johnston added that Richard Johnson was “distinguished and
orderly, faithful and gallant soldier who performed his duty to the entire satisfaction of this officers.”
Richard Johnson needed one more corroborating witness to his application. He then went to Charlotte County courthouse.
On May 19th he arrived with his declaration and was met by another fellow soldier, Clement Carrington, who had been a
cornet in Lee’s Light Dragoons until the end of the war. He too, gave Johnson a generous testimonial. He said he knew
Johnson “when serving together and since when living in Halifax County, and recognized him now to be the same man
although nearly fifty years ago.
Johnson filed his application from Charlotte Courthouse, but instructed any response to his claim be made to him at Halifax
CH, Va. With his mission accomplished, He was awarded a pension based on his application and corroborating testimony.
Richard and Frances Johnson were interred in the Chambless-Byrne Cemetery near Maysville in Madison County,
Alabama. There are no stones marking their graves, but the place of burial was stated in their son’s will. John P. Johnson
instructed that he was to be “buried in the burial ground near the Baptist Brick Church (Chambless-Byrne Cemetery) on
Flint River by the side of my Father and Mother on the North side nearest the fence according to the rites and ceremonies of
the Masonic order.”
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Lewellen
Color Guard
at theJones
gravesite
Jamie Stanley

Ray Livingston and Berns Miller at the
gravesite

Descendant Karen Gilliam Andress and her
granddaughters place flowers

Descendant Karen Gilliam Andress
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Jacob Caulk
Edwin Dudley Burwell III
Jacob Caulk was born at New Castle, Delaware. He joined the Delaware Regiment, 1 April 1777. His first recorded
battle was at Monmouth, 28 June 1778. In his deposition for a Revolutionary War Pension, he stated he participated
in five different engagements at Monmouth. He was involved in the Southern Campaign. He was taken prisoner
when Gates was defeated. He fought at Cowpens, 17 January 1778, and 15 March 1781 at Guilford Courthouse,
where he was wounded. He was wounded again at Eutaw Springs, 28 September 1781. He was discharged from the
military at Christian Bridge, Delaware, near New Castle, 10 June 1783. He was not paid for his two years and nine
months of service. He had not received any land or pay for his service.
After the Revolutionary War, he lived at Rutherford County,
Tennessee. He applied on several occasions for a pension. His
pension application indicates that he was a carpenter by trade and
that he was lame and poor. He received a pension of eight dollars
per month in 1819.
There are other files related to Jacob Caulk’s moving to Madison
County, Alabama, in 1839. He applied to have his pension paid at
his new residence at Alabama.
Jacob Caulk was listed as a Revolutionary War pensioner Madison
County, Alabama, in the 1840 U.S. Census. He lived in the
household of John H. Pettypool (Pool) and Nancy M. Several
Pettypools are buried at the Mount Paran Campground Cemetery.
Bob Baccus sounds Taps at the Jacob
Caulk grave marking

Color Guard at the Jacob Caulk grave marking
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Henry Harless
John Fred Olive III
In 1738 Henry’s parents, Johan Philip Harless/Horlis/Herlass and Anna Margaretha Preiss/Preisch/Preyschin, had left
Offenbach Pfalz Bavaria to sailed from Rotterdam at the mouth of the Rhine River in Holland to Philadelphia on a galley
called Winter. On 5th September 1738 in Philadelphia, Philip made his oath of allegiance.
Johan Philip and Anna Margaretha Harless lived for several years in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania before migrating to Virginia. They settled in the area now known as
the German River Settlement of Virginia. Also settling in the same area were
Augustine, Daniel, and Henry Price, brothers of Anna Margaretha (Preiss)
Harless. Johan Philip Harless was one of the founders of St. Peters Evangelical
Lutheran Church in 1750. Many of the Harless and Preiss family members
remained in this area.
At the beginning of the Revolutionary War Henry was about 24 years old. He
and his wife Charity’s first child Mary was 5 years old.
In 1776 when Montgomery County, Virginia was created, one of the first
Captains of the Militia was John Taylor. Henry served in Captain John Taylor's
company of militia with his brothers and cousins: David Harless, Phillip
Harless, Edmund Harless, Michael Price, and Michael Price, Jr. In 1779
Captain James Byrn replaced Captain Taylor. In 1782 Henry served in Captain
James Byrn's Company, Montgomery County, Virginia Militia as a private. He
joined his cousins: Mickel [sic] Price, Phillip Harless, and David Harless as
well as members of the Wall family who married into the Harless families.
After the Revolution he served as a surveyor on the road from Michael Price's to
Pepper's Ferry in 1790 and was appointed as an overseer of Wagon Road from
Brown Ferry into Perry Ferry Road leading to Botetourt in 1793.
He was a member of Lutheran Church as was his parents and
grandparents who were from Lutheran Church of Billigheim
[Pfalz Bavaria]
In 1801 Henry and his family was in Knox County, Tennessee
with a large group of settlers which included the Ridenours,
Silers, Wilsons, Frosts, and Walls. He owned land in the county
and also recorded his marks for his hogs, cattle and horses in
1806. Most of the family stayed together and migrated into
Mississippi Territory. Some of the family went to Ohio.
Henry and his family arrived in the Mississippi Territory by
1809 when records were filed at the Madison County
Courthouse. Henry’s will was recorded on 16 May 1815 which
means that he died sometime prior to that date. David Harless,
his son, also died about the same time and both were buried on
land owned by David.

From left to right, TVC President Ray Livingston,
Twickenham Town Regent Sue Shaver, and Past
Alabama Society State President Fred Olive
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Athens Veterans Day Parade
Saturday, November 7, 2020

Ray Livingston and Bob Anderson interviewed by
WHNT TV

Dues for 2021
If you haven’t paid your 2021 dues, please send
a check for $90 made out to TVCSAR to:
Tennessee Valley Chapter, SAR
P.O. Box 18832
Huntsville, AL 35804

The Maple Hill Chapter, DAR held a memorial
service for Seaman Luther James Isom on Sunday,
December 6, 2020 in remembrance of Seaman
Isom and all the men who died in the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941.
The article on the facing page was written by ViceRegent Penny Chilton, wife of Compatriot Jess
Brown.
Our Color Guard is shown at the right at the grave
of Seaman Isom along with Isom family members.
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Pearl Harbor Day - December 7, 2020
Luther James Isom
February 24, 1921 – December 7, 1941
Twenty-year-old Luther James Isom was one of 1,177 sailors and marines who died aboard the USS Arizona at Pearl
Harbor. “Luke,” as he was known by his family, was born in West Huntsville and attended West Huntsville School.
He enlisted in the U.S. Navy on Oct. 5, 1940. After completing his training at the Naval Training Station at Norfolk,
Luke was assigned as an Apprentice Seaman to the Arizona. With a group of other graduates, he travelled to the naval
shipyard at Bremerton, WA, where the Arizona was undergoing maintenance. Weeks later the ship sailed to California
and then to the Headquarters of the Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. During his year aboard the Arizona, Luke
was promoted first to Seaman Second Class and then to Seaman First Class. In his letters home, he wrote about
hoping he would make Petty Officer and, perhaps, staying in the Navy for 20 years.
After the attack on Pearl Harbor, the family clung to the hope that Luke had survived. However, on Christmas Eve
1941 they were notified that he had been killed, making him Madison County’s first World War II casualty. Seaman
Isom’s body was one of only 107 men whose bodies were recovered from the Arizona. He was buried at a cemetery in
Honolulu, where his remains rested throughout the war. In 1943, he was posthumously awarded the Purple Heart.
After the war ended, the U.S. Government gave families of servicemen who died overseas the option of having their
bodies returned to the United States. Seaman Isom’s body was the first of the Madison County war dead to be
returned to the county. A funeral service was held at his old school, West Huntsville School, on Nov. 2, 1947, which
was attended by more than 300. He was buried at Maple Hill Cemetery. A few weeks later, the City of Huntsville
established the military section of Maple Hill, and Seaman Isom was reinterred there on Nov. 26, 1947. He was the
first to be buried in this section.
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The American Village

Above is an aerial view of The American Village located just outside Montevallo
Our abbreviated Annual State Convention will be held in Independence Hall (lower left in the picture) on
Saturday, February 20th, 2021. This meeting will be both live and will be streamed by Zoom for members
who prefer not to attend the live meeting. Details will be forthcoming later.
For more information on The American Village and for a very inspiring video, go to the following link on our
Alabama Society website: https://www.alssar.org/the-american-village-.html
Photo Courtesy of Aaron Davies

Jim Maples
1501 Elmwood Dr.
Huntsville, AL 35801
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