
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
All patients with >25% burns should be discussed with on call burns consultant at Burns Centre (Birmingham)    
 

NB. If consider Patient has a Non Survivable Burn Injury, follow Network guideline: The Assessment, Care and Transfer of Adult Patients with 
potentially non survivable burn injuries in an Emergency Department        
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Burn Service Thresholds 
Below are flow charts of which burn service patients should be treated at and contact numbers. This is to be used in addition to the full 

document. However if unsure contact your nearest burns service for advice 

Is the Total 
Body 
Surface Area 
(TBSA) 
Burnt > 10% 
 

Is the 
TBSA 
>50% 
 

Are any of the following present? 

 Any airway compromise or inhalation injury  

 Circumferential burns to chest or limbs that 
require escharotomy 

 Significant burns to face, hands, feet or 
perineum/genitalia   

 Any additional trauma, compromised immunity, 
pregnant 

 Full thickness area >5% 

 High voltage electrical / chemical burns 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Discuss with and arrange 
transfer to nearest 
Midlands’s burn service  
 

Birmingham QEHB 
0121 371 2730 

 

Nottingham City Hospital  
0115 969 1169 Ext 56403 

                 
Leicester Royal Infirmary 

0300 303 1573 
 

University Hospitals of 
Coventry and Warwickshire 

024 7696 4000 (switchboard) 
 

Royal Stoke University 
Hospital                                                                                                                  

01782 715444 (switchboard) 

 
 
Discuss with and Arrange 
transfer to the nearest 
Midlands’s burn unit or 
centre 
 

Birmingham QEHB 
0121 371 2730 

 
Nottingham City Campus 
0115 969 1169 Ext 56403 

 
 
 

YES 

NO NO 

Is there > 40% 
TBSA deep 
dermal or full 
thickness burn 
requiring 

grafting? 

Are any of the following 
present? 

 Major head and Neck burns 

 Polytrauma 

 Level of intensive care 
required that exceeds that 
available at burn unit 

 Complex reconstructive 
surgery required 

 Compromised immunity 

 Pregnant 

 Severe chemical and 
electrical burns 

 Significant comorbidities 

NO 

NO 

        Midlands Burn Network Flow Chart for Adult Burns over 16 years 

Discuss with the 
Midland’s burns 
centre and arrange 
transfer as agreed. 
  
Birmingham, QEHB 
    0121 371 2730 
  

Also Note NB           
below 

 

YES YES 

YES 

YES 

NO 



 
 
                           All children admitted with TBSA 20-30% into a burns unit – Burns centre to be informed. 

All neonates with facility level injury – to be referred to burns unit, Neonate with unit level injury – to be referred to burns centre 
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Is the Total Body 
Surface Area 
(TBSA) Burnt > 5% 
 

Is the TBSA burnt 
>10%  
 

Are any of the following present? 

 Age - <6months  

 Full thickness / non blanching – 
            6 months – 1yrs - >1% 
            1yr – 10 yr. - >2% 
            11yrs – 16 yrs. - >5% 

 Circumferential burns to chest or limbs that may require 
escharotomy 

 Significant burns to face, hands, feet or perineum/genitals  

 Any airway compromise or inhalation injury  

 Any additional trauma 

 High voltage electrical / severe chemical 
 

Discuss with and arrange transfer 
to nearest Midland’s burn service  
   

Birmingham Children’s Hospital 
0121 333 9999 (switchboard) 

 

Nottingham Queens Medical 
Centre   

0115 924 9924 (switchboard) 
 

Leicester Royal Infirmary 
0300 303 1573 

 
University Hospitals of Coventry 

and Warwickshire 
024 7696 4000 (switchboard) 

 
Royal Stoke University 

Hospital                                                                                                                  
01782 715444 (switchboard) 

 

Discuss with and arrange 
transfer to the nearest 
Midland’s burn unit or 
centre    
   
Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital 
     0121 333 9999 
 
Nottingham Queens 
Medical Centre 
      0115 924 9924 
 

Is the TBSA burnt 
>30% 

 Is the child 
between <12 
months? 

 

YES 

NO 

NO 

NO 

YES YES 

YES 

 
Discuss with the Midland’s 
burns centre and arrange 
transfer as agreed.   
 
Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital 
     0121 333 9999 
 

 

 

NO 

YES 

Is there > 20% 
TBSA full 
thickness burn 

 
 
 
Are any of the following present? 

 Child has significant smoke inhalation 
and/or will need respiratory support for 
their burn injury for >24 hrs. 

 Major trauma – to be discussed with local 
major trauma service (discussion 
between Nottingham and Birmingham) 

 A need for renal support 

 High voltage electrical / chemical 
 
 

YES 

 NO 
NO 

NO 

YES 

        Midlands Burn Network Flow Chart for Paediatric Burns <16 years 


