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EdPowerment Inc.
Fall 2010 Update

EdPowerment Inc. is happy to report some wonderful things that have been achieved from our return visit
this summer as well as some upcoming challenges we have'ter@ur EdPowerment Friends and community.
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Kilimahewa ChildrenOs Education Center

EAPowevrment
First, the roadside Kilimahewa school began a transformation. WeOre not ]
building anything new b yet B but we did begin a refurbishing project to give the EdPowerment 10, I8 &
school more Odignity.O Scraping and painting walls, leveling floors, rebuilding registered 501C-3 non-
blackboards and steps, replacing light bulbs with tube lighting, and purchasing profit organization
40 desks to replace the long benches: these simple actions have breathed dedicated to enabling
new life into this center for learning. Perhaps even better that the contractorOs | education in disadvantaged
work was the studentsO participation in improving their environment. As our communities. Our initial

BLOG and gallery of pictures shows, the renovation is about more than a

building D it is about building pride in these teenagers and their small but programs focus on

dynamic school. supporting young
people in the Kilimanjaro
Even before work began, the Kilimahewa school became a focal point in the region of Tanzania to
community by hosting two workshop/seminars B one for families struggling with access formal schooling
autism and one on HIV/AIDS and Wellness. Each event took place behind the and other educational

school, where we are now building a sheltered patio for future meetings. The

best part of these events was the enthusiasm of the participants D of every age opportunities. Donations

and gender! Our students learned about reproduction. Men asked questions are tax-deductible while we
and learned that they D not their wives D determine the sex of a child. And are awaiting approval of our
mothers searching for answers about their children with special needs found 501(c) 3 tax-exempt
new strength in each other! For a society in which a lack of information holds application.

back progress on so many fronts, these OfirstO seminars represented real

progress. Check out our website:
As you can see, our educational mission moved ahead in many ways. Kerri www.EdPowerment.or
and Jillian, high school educators from Chicago, and Moira, an educator from

New Jersey, all taught special classes: an art project on Odreams,O a sharing of Our New Email:

videos between the Chicago and Moshi students, and a multi-media geography edpowerment@gmail.com
lesson (once the electricity was restored). Albeit limited in scope, these

lessons introduced new ideas and motivation for the students at Kilimahewa.
And speaking of Onew ideas,O nearly 20 of our students experienced the
weekend of their lives D visiting the nearby wildlife reserves of Tarangire and EDPOWERMENT
Lake Manyara b places that tourists travel thousands of mile to see each year.
For these young people, such mundane things as a traffic light and a campfire
meal yere beyond anything they could have imagined. Their world grew PAGE 1
exponentially in two days B and we hope their pride in their country did as well.

Check us out on Facebook:
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SCHOOL SPONSORSHIPS

We also visited D and encouraged FESas
D our sponsored students. As of | g
today, we sponsor 8 young adults in
secondary and post-secondary
programs. Right now, Mama Grace,
our country director, is finding the
right secondary boarding school
place for two of KilimahewaOs most
talented young men so that they may g
have an opportunity to attend college
one day!

KILIMAHEWA WELL PROJECT

This summer EdPowerment was able
to form a connection with Maji Tech
Engineering, a U.S. led company that
focuses on water projects for
community development. Maji Tech
evaluated the Kilimahewa site and
suggested an electric pump in place of
solar panels due to the inconsistency of
sun in the area and the amount of
people we want serve. EdPowerment
was able to begin the drilling process
but we still need to raise $20,000 for
the electrical pump, pump house, and
installation fees. This month Maji Tech
Engineering hit water as they drilled a
bore hole behind the Kilimahewa
school. This water will soon begin to
transform the lives of this community,
one person and one family at a time b
just look at the words of Mama GraceQOs
email (some edits have been made for

clarity): ONobody was expecting to see
the drop of water at this time of the
year from the dry area like Kilimahewa .
It was a sudden incident! Thomas
came running to tell Fortunata (the
supervisor of Kilimahewa) that - my
God come and see - There is a river full
of water behind. The students in the
class were excited. Everybody was out.
People were crossing the

road running... The

neighborhood community members
came over. The water was flowing from
the site to the neighborhood beyond
control B like a river! Fortunata called
me (and) sounded very

excited, shouting to please come and
see the water. We have a big river now
from nowhere! E The news was all
over in a few minutes even when the
communication in Tanzania is a dream.
The place was full with kids and

adults admiring the watereO

In order to provide water to the school
and community, EdPowerment needs
to raise the remaining $20,000 for the
pump to be installed. Please read
below for more information about
supporting our cause and joining us in
the EdPowerment World Water Day
fundraising event!

AUTISM CON

i

NECTS TANZANIA

On August 10th, our outreach program, Autism Connects Tanzania, touched a
population that is virtually ignored in this region. Parents, teachers and

- professionals from Arusha, Rau, Majengo, Mabogini, Korogoni, Kibosho, Siha
and BomagOombe joined together for the first Autism Informational Workshop
hosted at the Kilimahewa school. The EdPowerment team of (Mama) Grace
Lyimo, Kerri Elliott and Jillian Swinford, its local supporters, and the Kilimahewa
staff worked tirelessly to get the word out about this first meeting for those

1 impacted by autism. A tent, projector, flip chart, white board and other portable
facilities were assembled behind our little school. Transportation costs and
lunch, as well as notebooks, pens, autism informational handouts in Swabhili
and flip cards for picture communication were distributed to attendees.

The result B another milestone for the community! Nearly 70 parents and
professionals were able to share their experiences, learn more about the
condition and begin to build strategies for working with autism. All participants
took away valuable information from the instruction led by Kerri, a special
education teacher. For example, the few special needs classes that do exist in
Tanzania today simply bundle all students in one classroom. The workshop
introduced the concept of OdifferentiationO (a fundamental practice in the U.S.)
to attending teachers, who can now consider some specific strategies to use

‘ ' among students with varied disabilities in their classes.
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WAYS TO GET INVOLVED:

Informational Presentations:

In the upcoming months Jillian Swinford and Kerri Elliott will be making a
variety of informational presentations to groups throughout the Chicago land
area. Keep us posted if you know of a group that may be interested in hearing
about EdPowerment programs. Calendar of dates below:

¥ October 19- State of lllinois Field Hockey Association

¥ October 21- Des Plaines Optimist Club

¥ November 5- lllinois Arts Education Association Conference
¥ December 4- First Lutheran Church, Princeton, IL

Merchandise Fundraisin mpaian:

Throughout November and December EdPowerment will be selling various merchandise from Tanzania as
well as greeting cards & holiday cards made by students of Kilimahewa. If you are interested in hosting a
Merchandise Event please contact us. We will be visiting different craft fairs and homes to raise money and
promote EdPowermentOs mission.

¥ November 20- Wine Tasting Event, Hawthorne Woods, IL
¥ November- Cook County & Lake County Craft Fairs (More details to come)

Love Notes for Tanzanian Children

Throughout the month of February we are selling OLove NotesO for Tanzanian Children. OLove NotesO are a
$5 donation for an individual Tanzanian child lunch fee. The donors will receive a beautiful postcard picture of
their child and the child will receive a OLove NoteO that people can write out individually to their child or send in
an email form. The money raised from OLove NotesO will go to help pay for the Kilimahewa Lunch Program.

It costs EdPowerment $5 to feed one child lunch for 2 weeks. Your donation will help us feed all children one
healthy meal a day for two weeks. If interested in helping with this campaign or organizing OLove NotesO at
your school or workplace please contact us.

WorldWide Water Fundraising Challenge
EdPowerment is celebrating the United Nations World Water Day by launching a
large fundraising campaign to raise money for the Kilimahewa Well Project. We are
asking people all around the world to hold a fundraiser in support of EdPowerment in
the Month of March. People who sign up to help with this campaign will be provided
different materials and ideas to help with their fundraisers. We have set a goal of
$500 for each participant who signs up to participate in this fundraising challenge.
The money raised will assist the Kilimahewa families and community in taping into
their new water source and will tremendously impact their lives. The individual/
group who raises the most money will be spotlighted on the EdPowerment website
and Facebook page. Please check out the EdPowerment Website or contact us in
the upcoming months if you are interested in taking on this challenge.




B2
Q%}i’\‘ EMPOWERING THROUGH EDUCATION ! OCTOBER 11, 2010

—

EdPowe

Student Highligh !

Each newsletter we are going to highlight one of the Kilimahewa students. This !
month it is Alex. Alex is a 17 years old who has been attending Kilimahewa for

at Kilimahewa and often helps younger students to understand English. His
family lives in extreme poverty and often do not have enough food to eat. In ‘
order to attend Kilimaehwa Alex spends the weekdays living in a storage shed at &5
local shop so that he is closer to the school. This year AlexOs hard work is payinsg
0" as he will be attending a private English medium boarding school next Januar¥ " *
to work his way toward a high school diploma and advanced degree.

R oy |
AlexOs current home during the weekdays. AlexOs home during the weekends with his family.

Who We Are:
A highlight of a few members of the EdPowerment team whom you may not know.

¥i

GRACE LYIMO

Grace Lyimo, our incountry director, helped found Kilimahewa to improve

| the lives of this impoverished community. She also started Autism
Connects Tanzania to Pnd ways to support families such as her own whose
children struggle with autism. Prior to working for EdPowerment she
worked as a Program Director for Cross Cultural Solutions and as a Medical
Advisor and Homestay Director for the Peace Corps.

MAXIMILLIAN LUGIRA

Max, joined our organization this summer as an administrative assistant and
has proven to be an important asset to our EdPowerment team. He is
currently attending Moshi Unversity College of Cooperative Business
Studies, majoring in Community Development. We are so excited that he
has joined us.
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