
Where are these prolonged military occupations? 

These	  prolonged	  (over	  40	  years)	  occupa6ons	  include	  Israel’s	  
occupa6on	  of	  Pales6ne	  since	  1967,	  Turkey’s	  occupa6on	  of	  	  
Northern	   Cyprus	   since	   1974	   and	   Morocco’s	   occupa6on	   of	  
Western	   Sahara	   since	   1976.	   While	   temporary	   military	  
occupa6on	   is	   not	   illegal	   provided	   civilians	   held	   under	  
occupa6on	   are	   properly	   cared	   for	   by	   the	   occupier,	   these	   3	  
prolonged	  military	  occupa6ons	  all	  have	  mul6ple	  UN	  Security	  
Council	   resolu6ons	   and/or	   Interna6onal	   Court	   of	   Jus6ce	  
rulings	  calling	  for	  the	  end	  of	  these	  occupa6ons	  and	  an	  end	  to	  
viola6ons	   of	   interna6onal	   law	   and	   human	   rights	   standards	  
that	   result	   from	   the	  military	   occupa6on.	   (See	  below)	  While	  
there	   are	   other	   military	   occupa6ons	   in	   the	   world,	   we	   are	  
focusing	   on	   the	   ones	   that	   the	   UN	   has	   concentrated	   on.	  	  
Ar6cle	  42	  of	   the	  Hague	  Conven6on	  of	  1907	  defines	  military	  

occupa6on	  as	  “under	  the	  authority	  of	  a	  hos6le	  army.”2	  	  

How might sovereign debt be financially risky?  

In	   addi6on	   to	   being	   subject	   to	   interest	   rate	   risk,	   foreign	  
government	  bonds	  may	  be	  subject	  to	  credit	  risk	  and	  poli6cal	  
risk.	  A	  government	  may	  not	  have	  the	  resources	  to	  meet	  their	  
obliga6ons.	   Finances	  might	   be	  mismanaged.	   Instability	  may	  
result	   in	   a	   regime	   change	   which	   could	   affect	   how	   well	   an	  
interim	  or	  new	  government	  may	  pay	  its	  bills.	  The	  strength	  of	  
the	  government’s	  currency	  can	  affect	   the	  yield	  of	   sovereign	  
debt	  bonds.3	  

How are these investments morally risky?  

When	   the	   church	   purchases	   a	   foreign	   government’s	  
sovereign	   debt	   by	   buying	   that	   government’s	   bonds,	   we	  
cannot	   know	   how	   that	   money	   will	   be	   spent.	   There	   is	   no	  
advocacy	   mechanism	   to	   express	   objec6ons	   to	   what	   that	  
government	   does	   with	   church	   money	   as	   there	   is	   when	  
purchasing	   stocks.	   If	   that	   government	   is	   guilty	   of	   harming	  
people,	  then	  we,	  as	  owners	  of	  their	  bonds,	  are	  complicit.	  	  

What is Wespath’s policy on sovereign debt?  

While	  our	  United	  Methodist	  pension	   fund,	  Wespath	  Benefits	  
and	   Investments,	  has	  a	  policy	  not	   to	  buy	   the	   sovereign	  debt	  
(government	   bonds)	   of	   any	   country	   demonstra6ng	   a	  
prolonged	   and	   systema6c	   pa[ern	   of	   human	   rights	   abuses	  
(based	   on	   Freedom	   House’s	   Freedom	   in	   the	   World	   report),	  
Wespath	   does	   not	   currently	   exclude	   investment	   in	   the	  
sovereign	   debt	   of	   these	   three	   governments	   responsible	   for	  
long-‐term	  military	   occupa6ons	   that	   violate	   interna6onal	   law	  
and	  human	  rights	  standards.	  4	  	  
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BACKGROUND	  ON	  THE	  OCCUPATIONS	  OF	  
PALESTINE,	  NORTHERN	  CYPRUS	  AND	  
WESTERN	  SAHARA	  

Israel’s Occupation of Palestine 
• 	  	  Israel	  has	  occupied	  the	  Pales6nian	  West	  Bank	  and	  the	  city	  	  
of	   East	   Jerusalem	   since	   The	   Six-‐Day	   War	   in	   1967.	   In	   their	  
Zionist	   goal	   to	   control	   all	   of	   the	   Holy	   Land	   in	   spite	   of	   the	  
centuries	   of	   presence	   of	   the	   Pales6nian	   people,	   Israel	  
restricts	   the	   movement	   of	   Pales6nians	   using	   walls,	   fences,	  
and	   checkpoints	   that	   impede	   trade,	   travel,	   educa6on	   and	  
medical	   care;	   enforces	   inhumane	   policies	   including	   the	  
separa6on	  of	  Pales6nian	  families;	  seizes	  Pales6nian	  land	  for	  
illegal	   Israeli	   se[lements	   and	   Israeli-‐only	   roads;	   divides	  
indigenous	   Pales6nian	   villages	   from	   each	   other;	   controls	  
underground	  water	  sources	  in	  the	  Pales6nian	  territories	  and	  
then	  sells	   the	  water	  back	   to	  Pales6nians	  on	  a	   limited	  basis;	  
extracts	   resources	   from	  Pales6nian	   land;	   arrests	   Pales6nian	  
children	   and	   adults	   in	   nighcme	   raids	  meant	   to	   in6midate;	  
imprisons	   and	   tortures	  Pales6nians	  without	   charge;	   forcibly	  
evicts	   Pales6nian	   civilians;	   demolishes	   Pales6nian	   homes,	  
gardens,	   and	   orchards;	   protects	   illegal	   Israeli	   se[lers	   who	  
commit	   hate	   crimes	   and	   acts	   of	   vandalism	   such	   as	   the	  
pollu6on	   of	   groundwater	  with	   sewage	   and	   industrial	  waste	  
and	  dumping	  their	  garbage	  on	  Pales6nian	  land.	  	  

• 	   Israel’s	   involvement	  in	  Gaza,	  which	  it	  controls	  by	  land,	  sky	  
and	   sea,	   is	   now	   considered	   a	   blockade	   or	   siege	   which	  
con6nues	   to	   strip	  Gazans	  of	   their	   freedom	  and	  dignity.	  The	  
blockade	   has	   turned	   that	   6ny	   territory	   with	   2.2	   million	  
people	   into	   an	   open-‐air	   prison.	   Gaza	   is	   expected	   to	   be	  
uninhabitable	   by	   2020	   aeer	   years	   of	   Israeli	   bombings	   that	  
have	   killed	   thousands	   and	   destroyed	   water	   and	   power	  
infrastructure,	   schools,	   hospitals,	   businesses,	   and	   homes.5	  
During	   the	  Great	  March	  of	  Return	   in	  2018-‐2019	   the	  United	  
Na6ons	  reported	  that	  189	  Pales6nians,	  including	  an	  unarmed	  
female	  paramedic,	  were	  killed	  by	  Israeli	  sniper	  fire	  in	  Gaza.6	  

• 	  In	  repeated	  UN	  Security	  Council	  resolu6ons,	  and	  in	  endless	  
UN	   reports,	   Israel	   has	   been	   condemned	   for	   	   human	   rights	  
viola6ons	  and	  for	  viola6ng	  interna6onal	  law	  such	  as	  the	  4th	  
Geneva	  Conven6on	  and	  the	  Hague	  Conven6on	  of	  1907.	  The	  
Separa6on	   Wall	   was	   declared	   illegal	   in	   2004	   by	   the	  
Interna6onal	  Court	  of	  Jus6ce.	   

Turkey’s Occupation of Northern Cyprus 
•  Northern	   Cyprus,	   part	   of	   a	   culturally	   Greek	   island	   in	   the	  
Mediterranean,	  has	  been	  occupied	  since	  the	  Turkish	  invasion	  
in	  1974.	  Most	  of	  the	  northern	  region’s	  Greek	  popula6on	  was	  
evicted,	   and	  many	  who	   remained	   are	   s6ll	   listed	   as	  missing	  
following	  mass	  execu6ons.	   Ethnic	   and	   religious	   cleansing	  of	  
Chris6ans	   and	   Jews	   resulted	   in	   destruc6on	   of	   religious	  
an6qui6es.	  Turkish	  se[lers	  were	  brought	  in	  to	  occupy	  former	  
Greek	   villages.	   The	   island	   was	   par66oned	   and	   the	   capital,	  
Nicosia,	   was	   divided.	   The	   island	   was	   par66oned	   and	   the	  
capital	  

capital,	  Nicosia,	  was	   divided.	   The	   	   interna6onal	   community	  
does	   not	   recognize	   the	   legi6macy	   of	   the	   Turkish	   Cypriot	  
state.	  The	  Turkish	  Army	  maintains	  a	   strong	  presence	  as	   the	  
occupying	   force.	   This	   occupa6on	   has	   been	   denounced	   in	  
mul6ple	  UN	  Security	  Council	  resolu6ons.	  

• 	  In	  January	  2011,	  The	  Report	  of	  the	  Office	  of	  the	  United	  
Na4ons	  High	  Commissioner	  for	  Human	  Rights	  on	  the	  
ques4on	  of	  Human	  Rights	  in	  Cyprus	  noted	  that	  the	  ongoing	  
division	  of	  Cyprus	  con6nues	  to	  affect	  human	  rights	  
throughout	  the	  island	  "...	  including	  freedom	  of	  movement,	  
human	  rights	  pertaining	  to	  the	  ques6on	  of	  missing	  persons,	  
discrimina6on,	  the	  right	  to	  life,	  freedom	  of	  religion,	  and	  
economic,	  social	  and	  cultural	  rights.”7	  

Morocco’s Occupation of Western Sahara	  
• 	  Western	  Sahara,	  on	  the	  west	  coast	  of	  Africa,	  con6nues	  its	  
struggle	   for	   self-‐determina6on	  aeer	  being	   a	   Spanish	   colony	  
un6l	   1975	   and	   then	   was	   turned	   over	   to	   Morocco.	   Now	  
par6ally	  occupied	  by	  neighboring	  Morocco,	  Western	  Sahara	  
is	   the	   last	   remaining	  colonial	  outpost	   in	  Africa.	  The	  Sahrawi	  
people	  suffer	  economically	  due	  to	  Morocco’s	  thee	  of	  natural	  
resources	  such	  as	  phosphates	  and	  fish.	  Human-‐rights	  abuses	  
against	   the	   Sahrawi	   people	   include	   collec6ve	   punishment,	  
forced	   disappearances	   and	   displacement	   of	   civilians.	   Aerial	  
bombardments	   with	   napalm	   and	   white	   phosphorus	   of	   the	  
Sahrawi	  refugee	  camps	  have	  been	  documented.8	  

An	  ac6vist	  for	  economic	  jus6ce	  was	  tortured	  to	  death	  while	  
in	  Moroccan	  deten6on	  in	  April	  2016.9	  

• 	  In	  1975	  the	  Interna6onal	  Court	  of	  Jus6ce	  issued	  an	  Advisory	  
Opinion	  denying	  the	  claims	  of	  Morocco	  and	  Mauritania	  and	  
affirming	   the	   right	   of	   the	   Sahrawis	   to	   self-‐determina6on	  
under	  interna6onal	  law.	  Morocco	  refuses	  to	  comply	  with	  the	  
demands	   of	   the	   United	   Na6ons,	   which	   has	   issued	   Security	  
Council	  resolu6ons	  calling	  for	  self-‐determina6on	  for	  Western	  
Sahara.	  The	  UN	  has	  also	   said	  Morocco’s	   thee	  of	  phosphate	  
and	  fish	  stock	  are	  viola6ons	  of	  interna6onal	  law.	  10	  

UN	  SECURITY	  COUNCIL	  RESOLUTIONS	  

Israel/PalesGne:	  
h[ps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
List_of_United_Na6ons_resolu6ons_concerning_Israel	  	  

Turkey/Northern	  Cyprus:	  	  
h[ps://www.securitycouncilreport.org/un-‐documents/
cyprus/	  

Morocco/Western	  Sahara:	  
h[ps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
List_of_United_Na6ons_resolu6ons_concerning_Western_S
ahara	  	  	  
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•	   	   Inserts	  United	  Methodist	   ins4tu4ons	   should	   similarly	  not	  
hold	   sovereign	   or	   government	   debt	   in	   states	   conduc4ng	  
prolonged	  military	   occupa4ons	   as	   they	   violate	   interna4onal	  
law	  and	  human	  rights	  standards.	  

Your	  vote	  at	  annual	  conference	  is	  to	  endorse	  this	  request	  and	  
to	   have	   the	   conference	   secretary	   submit	   it	   to	   General	  
Conference	  2020	  by	  the	  deadline	  of	  September	  15,	  2019.	  The	  
bo[om	   of	   the	   form	   should	   be	   changed	   to	   the	   conference	  
informa6on.	   Submicng	   it	   will	   indicate	   your	   conference’s	  
stand	  that	  the	  Book	  of	  Discipline	  should	  be	  amended	  in	  this	  
way.	   Only	   General	   Conference	   can	   amend	   the	   Book	   of	  
Discipline.	  Annual	  conferences	  are	  not	  required	  to	  debate	  or	  
to	   vote	   on	   pe66ons	   to	   General	   Conference.	   	   The	   pe66on	  
should,	  however,	  be	  printed	  in	  your	  pre-‐conference	  materials	  
for	   considera6on	   if	   6me	   permits.	   Each	   annual	   conference	  
may	   have	   a	   different	   process	   for	   General	   Conference	  
peGGons,	  so	  for	  more	  informaGon,	  direct	  your	  quesGons	  to	  
your	  conference	  leadership.	  	  
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INTERNATIONAL	  COURT	  OF	  JUSTICE	  RULINGS	  
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PROCESS	  TO	  SUBMIT	  RESOLUTIONS	  AND	  
PETITIONS	  TO	  ANNUAL	  CONFERENCES	  

Which resolution should my conference use? 
Either	  resolu6on	  can	  be	  submi[ed	  to	  any	  annual	  conference.	  
Some	   may	   feel	   the	   words	   ‘government	   bonds’	   are	   more	  
accessible	  to	  their	  conference	  members;	  others	  might	  prefer	  
‘sovereign	   debt.’	   The	   two	   versions	   basically	   say	   the	   same	  
thing,	   although	   presented	   in	   a	   different	   order.	   	   Either	  
resolu6on	  asks	  your	  annual	  conference	  not	  to	  hold	  this	  form	  
of	   investment	   in	   the	   defined	   situa6ons	   of	   occupa6on,	   and	  
asks	   that	   your	   conference	   secretary	   submit	   it	   to	   General	  
Conference	  2020	  by	  the	  deadline	  of	  September	  15,	  2019.	  	  If	  it	  
passes	  at	  General	  Conference,	  it	  will	  be	  included	  in	  our	  Book	  
of	   Resolu6ons	   that	   helps	   us	   shape	   our	   work	   as	   United	  
Methodists.	  Resolu6ons	  are	  strongly	  sugges6ve,	  but	  are	  non-‐
binding.	  We	   encourage	   you	   to	   share	   the	   resoluGon	   with	  
your	   conference	   treasurer/finance	   commi_ee	   as	   perhaps	  
such	  acGon	  could	  be	  taken	  without	  the	  need	  to	  vote	  on	  it	  at	  
annual	   conference.	   	   If	   such	   a	   conversaGon	   results	   in	   a	  
change	  to	  their	  investment	  policy,	  do	  let	  us	  know.	  	  	  

How is the General Conference petition different? 
The	  pe66on	  to	  General	  Conference	  asks	  for	  a	  binding	  change	  
to	   our	   United	  Methodist	   Book	   of	   Discipline.	   The	   pe66on	   is	  
presented	   in	   the	   wri[en	   format	   required	   by	   General	  
Conference.	   You	   (or	   your	   group)	   as	   the	   pe66oner/s	   should	  
complete	   the	   bo[om	   sec6on.	   General	   Conference	   pe66on	  
instruc6ons	   require	   that	   we	   underline	   any	   addi6ons	  
requested	   to	   the	   Book	   of	   Discipline.	   This	   specific	   pe66on	  
inserts	   these	   addi6ons	   into	   the	   exis6ng	   paragraph	   about	  
sustainable	  and	  socially	  responsible	  investments:	  

•	  Adds	  “governments”	  to	  poten6al	  investment	  opportuni6es	  
whose	  policies	   and	  prac6ces	   should	  be	   socially	   responsible,	  
i.e.	  they	  should	  avoid	  human	  rights	  viola6ons.	  
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