VANDERGRIFT!
Musical
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CAST
1. George McMurtry, early fifties, steel tycoon,
director of Apollo Iron and Steel Company

2. Ida Tarbell, early forties, Nation's leading
journalist

3. Frederic Law Olmsted, Jr.,early twenties,
landscape architect

4, James Whitworth, mid-twenties, lawyer

5. Katherine Townsend, secretary, late teens

6. Archie Davis, mid-twenties, plant manager

7. John Dunmore, mid-twenties, union organizer

8. Elbert Gary, fifties, President of US Steel.

9. Violet, mid-forties, astrologer and fortune teller
10. Present Day Police Chief, mid forties

11. Fredericka Olmsted, early twenties, Allegheny
College

student

12. Jack F. McIntyre, early twenties, plant manager.
Becomes Vandergrift’s burgess.

Scene 1 1. Workers Song 2. George's Song: I Love
America 3. Confrontation Song 4. I Love My Workers
5. A New Day, A New Town. 6. Immigrations Scene 2
1. Rotten Rockefellers 2. My Daughter Ida: She
Fears No Man 3. We're Bitter Americans, But It Gets
Better. Scene 3 1. The Chicago World's Fair 2. My
Town 3. Not Our Town 4. What Town? 5. I Love
America With Its Faults 6. Polaks And Stray Dogs Are
Not Welcome 7. Catholics, Protestants And Jews, 8.
No Poles: 9. The Vandergrift Waltz 10. Find her
an Italian Scene 4 1. Ten Years, 1915 2. She
Kicked John D's Ass 3. My Casino. 4. I Won't Die.
5. Welcome Home, Ida.



Act 2 Scene 1 1. No Statue For George 2. Elm
Street Song 3. George The Ghost Scene 2 1. Take Me
Out To The Ball Game 2. Depression Song 3.
Pennies From Heaven Scene 3 1. The Star Spangled
Banner 2. No more War 3. No More Union 4. No
More Steel Mills 5. Abracadabra

Scene 4 6. Use Car Dealers Ain't A Bad Lot 7. My
name is Mayor Polenski 8. Better than the Best
OVERTURE;

Others: Music for Better than the Best 1. Star
Spangled Banner 2. God Bless America 3. Pennies
From Heaven 4. Happy Days Are here again 5. You
made me love you

Vandergrift musical listing of songs

The Musical Act 1 Overture Better Than The Best ok
Scene 1 1. Workers Song 2. George's Song: I Love
America 3. Confrontation Song 4. I Love My Workers
5. A New Day, A New Town. 6. Immigrations Scene 2
1. Rotten Rockefellers ok 2. My Daughter Ida: She
Fears No Man 3. We're Bitter Americans, But It Gets
Better. Scene 3 1. The Chicago World's Fair ok 2.
My Town 3. Not Our Town 4. What Town? 5. I Love
America With Its Faults 6. Polaks And Stray Dogs Are
Not Welcome 7. Catholics, Protestants And Jews, 8.
No Poles: 9. The Vandergrift Waltz 10. Find her
an Italian Scene 4 1. Ten Years, 1915 2. She
Kicked John D's Ass 3. My Casino. 4. I Won't Die.
5. Welcome Home, Ida. Act 2 Scene 1 1. No Statue
For George 2. Elm Street Song 3. George The Ghost
Scene 2 1. Take Me Out To The Ball Game 2.
Depression Song 3. Pennies From Heaven Scene 3 1.
The Star Spangled Banner 2. No more War 3. No
More Union 4. No More Steel Mills 5. Abracadabra

Scene 4 6. Use Car Dealers Ain't A Bad Lot 7. My
name is Mayor Polenski 8. Better than the Best
OVERTURE;

Others: Music for Better than the Best 1. Star



Spangled Banner 2. God Bless America 3. Pennies
From Heaven 4. Happy Days Are here again 5. You
made me love you
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THE VANDERGRIFT WALTZ k
ONE NATION, ONE PEOPLE, ONE TOWN OUR TOWN
THEY WANT TOO MUCH
TWELVE CENTS AN HOUR
HARVARD, HARVARD, HARVARD
POLAKS AND STRAY DOGS
CATHOLICS, PROTESTANTS, AND JEWS
WORKERS PARADISE
HOMES
YES. GEORGE TIDA:
THE MOST POWERFUL JOURNALIST IN AMERICA
MCMURTRY, I DO LIKE YOU
UNIONS
POLAKS AND STRAY DOGS
WORKERS PARADISE
HOMES
YES. GEORGE

IDA: THE MOST POWERFUL JOURNALIST IN AMERICA
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MCMURTRY, I DO LIKE YOU

THE BELLS

GEORGE IS IN HEAVEN

WHERE IS MR. WILSON

MY LIPS ARE SEALED

WHEN YOU WERE ALIVE

ONE NATION, ONE PEOPLE, ONE TOWN OUR TOWN
A STATUE PLEAS

LET'S PLAY BALL

THE WAR IS OVER: GOD BLESS AMERICAN SOLDIERS
ABRACADABRA

I'LL BE SEEING, YOU IDA

WHAT HAPPENED TO VANDERGRIFT

I THINK I'LL BECOME A PRESBYTERIAN

FINALE



ACT 1

PROGLOUE
Chorus sings and dances.
Chorus and entire cast sing

Better than the Best

BETTER THAN THE BEST

BETTER THAN THE BEST,

WE'RE BETTER THE BEST,

WE'RE BETTER THAN THE BEST PERFECT WE AIN'T,
WE'RE BETTER THAN THE BEST,

DAY AND NIGHT, NIGHT AND DAY.

WE'RE BETTER THAN THE BEST,

WE DO IT THE AMERICAN WAY, WE'RE BETTER THAN THE
BEST. AT HOME, AT WORK, AT PLAY

WE'RE BETTER THAN THE BEST,

AND WE WANT TO GET BETTER

WE'RE BETTER THAN THE BEST WE'LL KEEP ON FIGHTING TO
MAKE AMERICA BETTER THAN THE BEST.

SCENE 1 BOARDROOM, APOLLO IRON AND STEEL COMPANY,
PITTSBURGH, 1892

George McMurtry, mid fifties,
is examining documents at a
long board table. James
Swanson Whitworth, Jack F.
McIntyre, and Stewart
Archibald “Archie” Davis, all
in their mid-twenties enter
hurriedly, carrying
briefcases.



YES,

YES,

YES,

ARE
AND

YES

YES

YES

WHITWORTH
Hello, Mr. McMurtry

ARCHIE
Sorry we're late.

MCINTYRE
The train was slow in arriving.

MCMURTRY

Relax, Gentlemen. Have a seat.

The rest of the Board has already left.

I will have to call the President of the
Pennsylvania Railroad and complain about
these trains running on time. Coffee and
even dinner is awaiting you outside. But
first, do you have news?

MCINTYRE
SIR!

WHITWORTH
SIRE!

DAVID
SIR.

MCMURTRY

THEY PLANNING A STRIKE? DID YOU SPEAK TO THEM?
HAVE THE SPECULATORS BEEN AT IT?

WHITWORTH
TO 1!

ARCHIE
TO 2!

MCINTYRE

TO 3!



MCMURTRY
Don’t all begin at once. Leave your
briefcases unopened, and tell me
everything in everyday English. I expect
the worst, so I told J.J. Vandergrift to
go home. My gut feeling was right?.

MCINTYRE
The strikers were implacable.

MCMURTRY
Who were they?

MCINTYRE
The regular ones: Dunmore, Young,
Weaver, Stewart, Kunkle, McCutcheon...

MCMURTRY
Stop! I know the rest. And their
demands?

MCINTYRE
Twelve cents an hour, safe working
conditions....

Demands
WORKMAN'S COMPENSATION,EIGHT-HOUR DAY?
AND THEY WANT A GREATER SAY.
SIX PAID HOLIDAYS A YEAR,
THEY MADE THAT VERY CLEAR,
TIME-AND-A-HALF FOR OVERTIME,
HEALTH INSURANCE,
OTHERS TWELVE CENTS AN HOUR, TWELVE CENTS
AN HOUR THEY TAKE AWAY OUR POWER, THEY
TAKE AWAY OUR POWER.

ARCHIE

The Want Too Much
THEY WANT TOO MUCH NEWS TO REPORT,
OH WHAT A SNORT THEY STRIKE, THEY STRIKE
WHAT FOR, WHAT FOR.
THEY ARE NOT POOR THEY WANT SOME MORE,




THEY WANT SOME MORE

IF THEY ASK FOR ME YOU MUST THROW THEM OUT THE DOOR
DUET
THEY WANT TOO MUCH, THEY WANT TOO MUCH THEY CAUSE
PAIN, THEY ARE VAIN. I FEEL THE STEEL AROUDN THE
WHEELpa IN vain They must be goen before done.
They are so gray and I hope they go away. GRINNING
FROMTHE BEGINNING. THEY RAN LIKE A MAN.

go so

MCMURTRY
(interrupting) Workman’s
compensation,eight-hour day?

MCINTYRE
Yes. Six paid holidays a year, time-and-
a-half for overtime, health insurance...

MCMURTRY
Stop! When are they planning to strike?

MCINTYRE
Next Monday.

MCMURTRY
All strikers are to be fired. They may
re-apply after a year and then be
rehired...... with loss of seniority.

They want too much.
THEY WANT TOO MUCH NEWS TO REPORT,
OH WHAT A SNORT THEY STRIKE,
THEY STRIKE WHAT FOR, WHAT FOR.
THEY ARE NOT POOR THEY WANT SOME MORE,
THEY WANT SOME MORE IF THEY ASK FOR ME YOU MUST THROW
THEM OUT THE DOOR




MCINTYRE
May not work this time. Too many

strikers.

MCMURTRY
How many?

MCINTYRE
A hundred.

MCMURTRY

A third of the work force..

MCINTYRE
And some of the best, this time.

ARCHIE
And the worst also.
Why the increase? Only eighty last

time.

ARCHIE
The Slovak workers have nearly all joined
in.

MCMURTRY

No More Slavs
THAT SETTLES IT. NO MORE EASTERN EUROPEANS.
OFF TO THE COAL MINES THEY GO,
IF THE COAL OPERATORS WILL HIRE THEM.
THE GERMANS, IRISH, AND ITALIANS ARE GRATEFUL,
BUT NOT THESE FOLKS.

They want too much

T
ARCHIE
Some of them are beginning to join in,
too.
MCMURTRY

What about the adjacent land for the
plant expansion?
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WHITWORTH
The speculators bought all the nearby
land...this morning.

MCMURTRY
Same fellas?

WHITWORTH
Who else? They took out a large loan
yesterday, offered the farmers twice our
price, and went to settlement this
morning. Now they want five thousand
dollars an acre.

MCMURTRY
Forty-nine hundred dollars more than the
inflated price we offered the farmers.
And what happens to the speculators if
we don’t buy? (smiles)

WHITWORTH
Bankruptcy!

MCMURTRY
A few suicides might follow. J. J.
Vandergrift and I have our own plan. And
damned to the parasite strikers and
speculators. (beat) WE MOVE!

ALL
Move!

ARCHIE
How do you move a plant?

MCMURTRY
(beat) We keep this damned Apollo plant
open for a few years. But open up a
whole new plant. Only a few miles, a
whole county away. Damned be Apollo and
Armstrong county.

MCINTYRE
Where?



11.

MCMURTRY
The Townsend farm.

WHITWORTH
I am sure my future father-in-law would
accept a reasonable offer..

MCMURTRY
Already done. We offered 50 dollars an
acre, and he took it.

ARCHIE
It's worth at least fifty-five.

MCMURTRY
Right. We are both good Christians. We
then told him we would give him more for
a total of sixty dollars. We went to
closing in minutes. Within a week, we
begin work on the most modern, efficient
and largest steel plant in the world.

ALL
THE LARGEST!

MCMURTRY
You heard it! THE largest!

ARCHIE
And the Apollo plant?

MCMURTRY
Will be closed a few years after the new
one opens.
And of course no strikers will be hired
at the new plant. If necessary we will
follow the route of our friend, Henry
Clay Frick, and call the Pennsylvania
National Guard to close them down. The
Westmorland County government will be our
best friend. ©Not like these rogues in
Armstrong County.

ARCHIE
How many workers?
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MCMURTRY
Five thousand.

WHITWORTH
And where do we get the workers?

MCMURTRY

Immigrants
ELLIS ISLAND. AND ALABAMA IF WE NEED TO.
NEW IMMIGRANTS ARE MORE GRATEFUL, WORK HARDER,
AND ARE TOO AFRAID TO JOIN UNIONS.
HE NATIVE BORN WILL BEHAVE BETTER WHEN
THEY ARE REPLACED BY THESE IMMIGRANTS.

ARCHIE
DO YOU REALLY WANT ALL THESE IMMIGRANTS?

MCMURTRY
NOT IN MY HOME, BUT IN MY FACTORIES.
AND WHITWORTH, PLEASE DRAFT A NEW PIECE OF
LEGISLATION
TO IMPROVE OUR IMMIGRATION LAWS.

MCINTYRE
MOST PEOPLE DON'T WANT ANY MORE IMMIGRANTS.

MCMURTRY
I'M ONE MYSELF. PROUD TO SAY THAT WE SCOTCH-IRISH
ARE THE BEST!

MCINTYRE
THEY OBJECT TO THE ONES FROM SOUTHERN AND EASTERN
EUROPE.

MCMURTRY
Tough luck! We need their bodies. Our
Pennsylvania Senators and congressmen
will do as told. We pay them enough.

Everyone laughs.

MCMURTRY
And the best is yet to come.
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MCINTYRE
You have us in suspense.

MCMURTRY
We will build a whole new town with it.

ARCHIE
A company town?

MCMURTRY
I NEVER WANT TO HEAR THAT WORD AGAIN. NO. A
WORKERS’ TOWN. A TOWN BETTER THAN THE BEST. THE
MOST BEAUTIFUL WORKER’S TOWN IN THE WORLD. WITH
PARKS, SCHOOLS, FINE HOUSES, SHOPPING, MANY CHURCHES,
AND PAVED STREETS. AND CHEAP PRICES.

Better than the Best

BETTER THAN THE BEST BETTER THAN THE BEST,

WE'RE BETTER THE BEST, WE'RE BETTER THAN THE BEST
PERFECT WE AIN'T, WE'RE BETTER THAN THE BEST, DAY AND
NIGHT, NIGHT AND DAY. WE'RE BETTER THAN THE BEST, WE
DO IT THE AMERICAN WAY, WE'RE BETTER THAN THE BEST.
AT HOME, AT WORK, AT PLAY WE'RE BETTER THAN THE BEST,
AND WE WANT TO GET BETTER WE'RE BETTER THAN THE BEST
WE'LL KEEP ON FIGHTING TO MAKE AMERICA BETTER THAN
THE BEST.

ARCHIE
How do we pay for this?

WHITWORTH
Better yet. How do the workers pay for
this?

MCMURTRY

Lots will be sold cheaply. One part of
town for the workers, another for
management. Part of the town for
immigrants, (except Poles and Slavs, of
course), and we are all one happy town.
We are now looking for an architect.
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WHITWORTH
May I make a suggestion, Sir? Have you
ever heard of Frederick Law Olmsted?

MCMURTRY
I can’t say that I have.

WHITWORTH
He is the Nation’s preeminent architect.
He designed Central Park, buildings at
Harvard, Yale...

MCMURTRY
Enough! He’s our man!

Harvard
HARVARD, HARVARD, HARVARD HARVARD, HARVARD, HARVARD.
ONWARD, ONWARD, ONWARD, INDEED! GOOD SEED! TOWN
DESIGNED BY HARVARD'S PRESIDENT! HOW PROUD MUST BE
EVERY RESIDENT! PROUD, PROUD, PROUD WILL BE EVERY
SINGLE RESIDENT. HARVARD, HARVARD, HARVARD, ONWARD,
ONWARD, ONWARD.

WHITWORTH
And I am sure he would love to have
something to show off the World’s Fair in
Chicago. A worker'’s paradise built by
company for its workers!

ARCHIE
MCMURTRY, PENNSYLVANIA SOUNDS VERY NICE.

MCMURTRY

Vanderqgrift!

I WANT TO NAME THE TOWN FOR THE ONE MAN WHO TOOK
A PENNILESS SCOTCH-IRISH IMMIGRANT BOY,
AND TAUGHT HIM EVERYTHING HE KNOW ABOUT

THE IRON AND STEEL BUSINESS. CAPTAIN JACOB J.
VANDERGRIFT. HOW DOES VANDERGRIFT,

PENNSYLVANIA SOUND. AND HOPEFULLY WE AND THE NEW
TOWN WILL LIVE UP TO HIS IDEALS.
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VANDERGRIFT, THE PENNILESS IMMIGRANT THERE WAS A
GREAT MAN, A GREAT, GREAT MAN WHO MADE THIS LAN' HE
DESERVES A CROWN I WANT TO NAME THE TOWN FOR THE
PENNILESS SCOTCH-IRISH RENOWN, AN IMMIGRANT BOY, HE
TAUGHT ME ALL ALL ABOUT THE IRON AND STEEL I RECALL,
J J VANDERGRIFT, HOW DOES VANDERGRIFT
PENNSYLVANIA SOUND. AND HOPEFULLY WE AND THE NEW TOWN
WILL LIVE UP TO HIS IDEALS. ALL ALL

To Vandergrift! Hip-hip-hooray!

MCMURTRY
GOODBYE TO APOLLO!

ALL
BYE-BYE APOLLO!

MCMURTRY
HELLO, VANDERGRIFT!

ALL
LONG LIVE VANDERGRIFT!

SCENE 2 VANDERGRIFT, PENNSYLVANIA OFFICE OF GEORGE
MCMURTRY, AT THE APOLLO IRON AND STEEL COMPANY, 1897

George McMurtry, stands
before a huge hanging map of
the newly incorporated borough
of Vandergrift. George
carefully examines different
parts of the map. Four large
photographs adorn the wall:
Andrew Carnegie, John D.
Rockefeller, Jacob J.
Vandergrift, and Henry Clay
Frick. A large Bible is on
his desk. A sign hangs from
the wall saying “VANDERGRIFT:
BETTER THAN THE BEST"” He
puffs on his cigar and takes
another drink from his large
whiskey glass and then raises
it to a toast.
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MCMURTRY
To my town. VANDERGRIFT: BETTER THAN
THE BEST.

My Town
BETTER THAN THE BEST WE'RE BETTER THAN THE BEST,

BETTER THAN THE BEST. EAST OR SOUTH OR WEST, HELP US
IN OUR QUEST.

WE'RE BETTER THAN THE BEST, FORGET ABOUT THE REST.
WE'RE BETTER THAN THE BEST, HERE WE'LL HAVE A FEST,
WE'RE BETTER THAN THE BEST, WE'RE BETTER THAN THE
BEST. WE HOPE YOU LOVE OUR NEST, COME JOIN US, HAVE
SOME REST

Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr.,
early twenties, enters.

OLMSTED
You deserve that drink. May I join you?
MCMURTRY
Are you Mr. Tarbell?
OLMSTED
No? But that name seems familiar.
MCMURTRY
Some newspaper man for some Titusville
newspaper.
OLMSTED

Mmm. I recall the name from something I
read at Harvard.

MCMURTRY
A Harvard man?
Harvard
HARVARD, HARVARD, HARVARD
HARVARD,
HARVARD, HARVARD.
ONWARD,

ONWARD, ONWARD, INDEED! GOOD SEED!



TOWN DESIGNED BY HARVARD'S PRESIDENT!
HOW PROUD MUST BE EVERY RESIDENT!
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PROUD, PROUD, PROUD WILL BE EVERY SINGLE RESIDENT.
HARVARD, HARVARD, HARVARD, ONWARD, ONWARD, ONWARD

OLMSTED
Yes. And you?

MCMURTRY
No college. Not even grade school.

OLMSTED
The American dream?

MCMURTRY
And an orphan at six to boot.

OLMSTED

Up by your bootstraps. I admire that.

I'm Fred Olmsted.

MCMURTRY

Vandergrift's architect! You are not he.
OLMSTED

But I am.
MCMURTRY

I met with the great designer myself,

three times. And you are not he.

OLMSTED
That’s right.

MCMURTRY
But the signature said Frederick Law
Olmsted. Look at the letter.

OLMSTED
You missed the Jr. It’s all in the
family. I am Frederick Law Olmsted ,
. My father is too ill to be here.

McMurtry examines him

closely
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MCMURTRY
A chip off the old block, then.

OLMSTED
Actually, I'm his stepson. He adopted
both my brother and me. In no way does
this diminish our love for him. I did
most of the Vandergrift design.

MCMURTRY
What! A college student?
OLMSTED
Under the supervision of Charles Eliot.
MCMURTRY
That other partner?
OLMSTED
He’'s more than “that other partner” He
is equal to my father. And surely you

are aware that his father has been
president of Harvard since 1869.

MCMURTRY
INDEED!
MY TOWN WAS DESIGNED
BY THE SON OF HARVARD'S PRESIDENT!
WAIT TILL THE VANDERGRIFT LAND AND IMPROVEMENT
COMPANY'S BOARD GET'S A LOAD OF THIS.

OLMSTED
BUT NOT TOO HASTILY, MR. MCMURTRY. I HAVE SOME NEWS
THAT MAY CHANGE YOUR OPINION.

MCMURTRY
AND WHAT MIGHT THAT BE?

OLMSTED

Not our Town! Duet Olmsted and McMurtry
MR. ELIOT AND MY FATHER MAY WANT OUR NAME REMOVED
FROM THIS PROJECT.
MR. ELIOT FEELS THE TOWN BEARS LITTLE RESEMBLANCE TO
THE ORIGINAL PLAN.
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MCMURTRY
WHY !

OLMSTED
THE STREETS ARE CUT IN HALF, WHAT A LAUGHT!
YOU CUT THE LOTS IN HALF SO THAT ONLY LONG NARROW
HOUSES CAN BE BUILT ON THEM. EACH HOUSE WAS SUPPOSED
TO BE SURROUNDED BY A LOT OF LAND.

MCMURTRY
WE HAD TO BREAK EVEN!

OLMSTED
IN FACT YOU DOUBLED YOUR ALREADY HIGH PROFITS.

Cut in Half
CUT THE LOTS IN HALF CUT THE LOTS IN HALF YOU CUT THE
LOTS IN HALF IT WAS NOT A GAFFE, WE COULD ALMOST
LAUGH.
SO THAT ONLY LONG NARROW HOUSES CAN BE BUILT ON THEM.
EACH HOUSE WAS SUPPOSED TO BE SURROUNDED BY A LOT OF
LAND

MCMURTRY
IT'S FREE ENTERPRISE.

OLMSTED
WHAT HAPPENED TO THE WORKERS PARADISE?

MCMURTRY
WELL AT WORST, IT'S HALF A WORKERS PARADISE. STILL
THERE'S NO OTHER PLACE LIKE IT.

OLMSTED
CUTTING THE LOTS IN HALF AND CHARGING THE SAME PRICE!

MCMURTRY
WORKERS DON'T NEED THAT MUCH YARD SPACE. IF THEY
WORK ALL DAY, HOW MUCH TIME CAN THEY SPEND ON THEIR
YARDS?

Yards
TOO MUCH YARD SPACE TOO MUCH YARD SPACE
TOO MUCH YARD SPACE LESS SPACE,
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MORE GRACE NO RACE FOR SPACE LESS IS MORE,
LESS IS MORE WORKERS DON'T NEED BIG YARDS,
THEY WILL HAVE MORE TIME TO PLAY CARDS.

OLMSTED
HE ALSO FEELS THE DESIGN BEARS NO SIMILARITY TO WHAT
THE TOWN NOW LOOKS LIKE.

MCMURTRY
THE REMOVAL OF A FEW PARKS, A COUPLE OF BUSHES!

OLMSTED
THE LOCATION OF THE CASINO THEATRE HAS CHANGED. IT
NOW FACES THE STEEL MILL. THE VILLAGE GREEN IS NOT
WHERE IT IS SUPPOSED TO BE. THE TREES DO NOT...

MCMURTRY

A couple of bushes.
BLAH, BLAH, BLAH. SO WHAT. A COUPLE OF BUSHES AND A
DAMNED PARK! NO! TELL HIM TO FORGET IT. MY
LAWYERS WILL BEAT THE LIVING DAYLIGHTS OUT OF HIS
LAWYERS. AND NOW THERE IS SOMETHING ELSE I WOULD
LTKE FOR YOU TO DO.

OLMSTED
Under these conditions...

MCMURTRY

The Sherman Inn (Duet)
I WANT YOU TO DESIGN THE SHERMAN INN.

OLMSTED
What?

MCMURTRY
LOOK OUT THE WINDOW AND YOU CAN SEE THE VACANT LOT ON
SHERMAN AVENUE.

OLMSTED
BUT, SIR. I'M A LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT, NOT A BUILDING
ARCHITECT.

MCMURTRY
SO WHAT! MAKE UP A DRAWING?
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OLMSTED
I WOULD NOT BE DOING YOU JUSTICE.

MCMURTRY
JUST DO IT!
OLMSTED
I should get the approval of the main
office.
MCMURTRY

There is no time.

OLMSTED
I CAN'T EVEN FIT THIS INTO MY SCHEDULE. I WOULD NEED

A YEAR BEFORE I COULD GET STARTED.

MCMURTRY
WON'T DO. THE FEE IS 250 DOLLARS, FOR A SIMPLE

WORKABLE DRAWING?

OLMSTED
IF YOU INSIST, SIR, I'LL DO IT!!!!
MCMURTRY
When can you complete the drawing?
OLMSTED
If I begin next week, I can finish it in
a week.
MCMURTRY

Absolutely not!

OLMSTED
When do you need it?

MCMURTRY
Within the next half-hour.

OLMSTED
NO ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS IN THE HISTORY OF MANKIND

HAVE EVER...
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MCMURTRY
I don't care. Just go in the other room.
Return it in half an hour.

OLMSTED
You are cheating yourself. I 1 miss my
train to Pittsburgh and will then miss my
train to Boston, and will have ...

MCMURTRY
No you won’t. I’'ll be calling the
President of the Pennsylvania Railroad.
Now get started.

The Sherman Inn
THE SHERMAN INN, MY SHERMAN INN,
THERE'S NEVER BEEN A PLACE LIKE THE SHERMAN INN,
\SURELY IT WILL WIN THE HEARS OF AllL,
NOW PEOPLE SAY I HAVE GUAL, DANINC FOR ALL, COME
AND DANCE, JUMP AND PRANCE. ENLOYU THE GIN, IT MAKES
YOU WIN. MAKES YOU WANT TO DANCE, TAKE A LOOK AT
YOUR LOVE,
GIVE HER A GLANCE. DANCE DANCE DANCE AT HE SERMAN
IN. .WHEREDWE DO NOT HAVE ROOM FOR SIN

HARVARD, HARVARD, HARVARD HARVARD, HARVARD, HARVARD.
ONWARD, ONWARD, ONWARD, INDEED! GOOD SEED! TOWN
DESIGNED BY HARVARD'S PRESIDENT! HOW PROUD MUST BE
EVERY RESIDENT! PROUD, PROUD, PROUD WILL BE EVERY
SINGLE RESIDENT. HARVARD, HARVARD, HARVARD, ONWARD,
ONWARD, ONWARD.

And you dneed not sin.

A knock is heard at the door.

MCMURTRY (cont'd)
At last. Come in, Mr. Tarbell.
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Ida Minerva “Ida Mae”
Tarbell, early forties,
enters.

MCMURTRY (cont'd)
I'm so sorry. I was expecting MR. I. M.
Tarbell.

TARBELL
My name is Ida Minerva Tarbell. Ida
Mae, to my friends and colleagues.

MCMURTRY
Please accept my apologies. “I.M.
Tarbell”? I was expecting a man, Mrs.
Tarbell.

TARBELL
I'm a woman. Intend to stay that way.
And T am Miss Tarbell.

MCMURTRY
Ah, Miss Tarbell. Let me present you
with...

TARBELL
(interrupting) Mr. Frederick Law
Olmsted,Jr.

OLMSTED
An honor indeed, Miss Tarbell. How do you
know my name?

TARBELL
I met you at your father’s office in
Boston, when you were a freshman at
Harvard. That’s what piqued my interest
in this place.

OLMSTED
How's that?

TARBELL
A mill town designed by the Nation’s
preeminent architectural firm.



MCMURTRY
A MILL TOWN indeed! This is not a MILL
TOWN.

TARBELL
What is it then?

MCMURTRY
It is a town that will be a unique
experience with schools, parks, churches,
ball fields, shopping...

TARBELL
(Interrupting) Built around a mill by a
steel company. No mill, no town.
Sounds like a fancy company town.

MCMURTRY
I BEG YOUR PARDON! Let me clarify, Miss
Tarbell. This new concept of a town is
near and dear executives in the steel
industry.

TARBELL
Some say the only thing near and dear to
these folks is the almighty dollar.

MCMURTRY
Did you receive the notice from our
public relations department.?

TARBELL
Releases from the steel and oil
companies go into the trash can.

Trash

INTO THE TRASH, INTO THE TRASH, THEY GO
CRASH, CRASH, CRASH, WHAT A BASH, WHAT A BASH,
EXECS IN OIL AND STEEL, HAVE NO SENSE OF FEEL,
BECAUSE THEY LIE, LIE, LIE WHILE WORKERS DIE.
MAKES ME CRY, CRY, CRY.

MCMURTRY
Are you a spy from the labor unions?

24.



TARBELL
You're one of the captains in the steel
industry and have never seen my writings
in McClure’s or Iron Age magazines?

MCMURTRY
I'm too busy making steel to do much
reading.

OLMSTED
I loved your pieces on Napoleon
Bonaparte.

MCMURTRY
Napoleon. The savage! That’s what you
write about? Let’s change the subject.
What REALLY brings you HERE? Miss
Tarbell?

TARBELL
Vandergrift!

MCMURTRY
Now we'’re speaking.

TARBELL
Your idea fascinates me. A workers
paradise as an incentive to workers? Do
you think it will work?

MCMURTRY
Let me show you around.
TARBELL
Accepted.
MCMURTRY
The Brits

AND I'LL LET YOU KNOW THAT A BRITISH DELEGATION
VISITED THIS TOWN. THEY WANT TO ADOPT THE IDEA IN
ENGLAND. HAVE TO GET THEIR IDEAS FROM A SCOT. AND
NOW THIS YOUNG MAN WANTS TO HAVE HIS NAME REMOVED
FROM THE CREDITS.

25.
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OLMSTED
Mr. McMurtry!

TARBELL
Now why would your company want to remove
its name?

OLMSTED
Mr. Eliot thinks the plans have been too
compromised in the name of economy.

TARBELL

Mr. Olmsted, Mr. Olmsted!
MR. OLMSTED. YOU WANT TO REMOVE THE OLMSTED NAME
FROM THIS BEAUTIFUL TOWN OF WINDING STREETS, GREEN
SPACES, AND THE FIRST STEEL TOWN EVER KNOWN TO BE
AESTHETICALLY DESIGNED? YOU WOULD REMOVE YOUR NAME
FROM A LASTING MONUMENT DESIGNED TO HELP THE WORKING
MAN. SOME OF YOUR FATHER’'S MONUMENTS TO THE WEALTHY
HAVE BEEN MUCH LESS GRACEFUL. OF COURSE, YOU CAN DO
WHAT YOU WANT. THIS IS MY UNSOLICITED OPINION.

OLMSTED
I shall speak to Mr. Elliot and my father
and ..

MCMURTRY

Sherman Inn
OFF TO COMPLETE THE PLANS FOR THE SHERMAN INN. NO
MORE THAN ONE HALF AN HOUR, YOUNG MAN.

OLMSTED
Yes, sir. (exits)

TARBELL
Plans in half an hour? Impossible!

MCMURTRY
There will be a dance at the Sherman inn
on February 28 and yu are invited.

TARBELL
I am busy that night.
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MCMURTRY
Don’t you want to meet and someday marry
a nice man?

TARBELL
No.

MCMURTRY
Wouldn’t you like to marry some nice man?

TARBELL
I am married to my work.

MCMURTRY
Have you ever fallen in love?

TARBELL
I fell in love with Paris.

MCMURTRY
Why didn’t you marry this guy Paris?

TARBELL
I mean THE CITY Paris.

MCMURTRY
Well you can’t marry a city and have
kids. You like Paris?

TARBELL

My heart belongs there. And you?
MCMURTRY

Don’t like the French
WAS THERE ONCE. NEVER AGAIN.
THE PEOPLE SMELL,
THE EIFFEL TOWER IS USELESS,
AND THEY STILL LIKE THAT
POT-BELLIED NAPOLEON.
\HOW DID A NICE WOMAN LIKE YOU BECOME A JOURNALIST?
THE STENCH OF THE FRENCH THE FRENCH,

THE FRENCH, THE STENCH, THE STENCH, THE WOMEN ALL
LOOK LIKE A WENCH.
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TARBELL

I am aw woman!
ONCE I THOUGHT I COULD NOT RECONSTRUCT THE WORLD
BECAUSE I AM A WOMAN.
AND THEN I DECIDED THAT I COULD RECONSTRUCT THE
WORLD BECAUSE I AM A WOMAN. .

MCMURTRY
AH, A FEMINIST AND MAYBE A SUFFRAGETTE.

TARBELL
YOU'RE HALF RIGHT.
(POINTING TO THE THREE PORTRAITS ON THE WALL)
I SEE YOU HAVE A PORTRAIT OF PRESIDENT LINCOLN.
I AM CURRENTLY WRITING HIS BIOGRAPHY.

MCMURTRY
INDEED! YOU WRITE BIOGRAPHIES OF BOTH BONAPARTE AND
LINCOLN. THE WORST AND THE BEST. LINCOLN SAVED OUR
COUNTRY. I WAS AN AMERICAN BUT THREE YEARS WHEN AS A
YOUNG MAN OF TWENTY THREE, ENLISTED IN THE AMERICAN
ARMY TO SAVE THE UNION AND FREE THE SLAVES. A GOOD
MAN.

TARBELL
And the other four felons on your wall?

MCMURTRY
FELONS! YOU CALL JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER, ANDREW
CARNEGIE, HENRY CLAY FRICK , AND JACOB J. VANDERGRIFT
FELONS!

TARBELL
ROCKEFELLER HAS COMMITTED THE MOST MASSIVE GRAND
LARCENY IN U.S. HISTORY.

MCMURTRY
YOU LIKE THAT NO GOOD NAPOLEON BONAPARTE, AND YOU
CALL JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER A THIEF!
TARBELL

Rotten Rockefellers
A SNAKE OIL DEALER’S SON AND A PREDATOR TO BOOT.
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HE DESTROYED HIS COMPETITORS, INCLUDING MY FATHER,
AND GOUGED THE AMERICAN PUBLIC.

MCMURTRY
You’'re wrong, but what does that have to
do with this town.

TARBELL

That Henchman, Vandergrift (duet)
YOU NAMED THIS TOWN AFTER THAT HENCHMAN. (POINTING TO
VANDERGRIFT'S PORTRAIT)

MCMURTRY
HENCHMAN'! CAPTAIN JACOB J. VANDERGRIFT MERELY
WORKED WITH JOHN D, AND ONLY AFTER HE WAS FORCED
INTO IT.

TARBELL
CAPTAIN VANDERGRIFT WAS THE CHIEF PREDATOR IN FORCING
HONEST SMALL INDEPENDENT OIL DRILLERS LIKE MY FATHER
AND OTHER FRIENDS FROM TITUSVILLE TO SELL OUT. 1IN
FACT YOUR SWEET JJ HELPED JD DEFRAUD HIS OWN
BROTHERS.

MCMURTRY
ALL I SAY IS THAT JJ VANDERGRIFT IS IN THE STEEL
BUSINESS, AND NOW ONE OF THIS COUNTRY'S LEADING
PHILANTHROPISTS. NO MORE ON THE SUBJECT! AND NOW,
WHY DO YOU DISLIKE CARNEGIE AND FRICK, TWO OTHER
GREAT PHILANTHROPISTS.

TARBELL
Have you forgotten the Homestead strike?

MCMURTRY
The strikers got what they deserved.

TARBELL
I beg to differ.

MCMURTRY
And Rockefeller! The richest man in the
world! And its leading philanthropist
too! He is a fine Baptist.



TARBELL
He i1s a Baptist. But he is not fine.

MCMURTRY
He has given millions to churches, the
University of Chicago, and other
charitable causes.

TARBELL
Shame on the Baptists for accepting.

MCMURTRY
Fine people they are. I say this as a
Presbyterian. And you? A Methodist?

TARBELL
I'm a (beat) biol-o-gist.

MCMURTRY
So you're a non-believer?

TARBELL
Giving up heaven wasn't easy. Came to me
during my sophomore year at Allegheny
College where I majored in biology.

MCMURTRY
You're a smart gal but we gotta
straighten your head out.

TARBELL
And you “gotta” stop cavorting with
skunks.

MCMURTRY
Skunks! The Pittsburgh newspapers say of
Captain Vandergrift that his entire life
is marked by strict integrity and honesty
of both principle and practice.

TARBELL
They know where their bread is buttered!

30.
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MCMURTRY
They also say he has been generous to his
church and philanthropic causes.

TARBELL
Has Philanthropist Vandergrift ever
VISITED Vandergrift?

MCMURTRY

He is a busy man. Even today.
TARBELL

Busy philanthropizing?
MCMURTRY

Perhaps.
TARBELL

I'm sure he is currently either in bed
or playing golf.

Olmsted enters the room.

OLMSTED
Here are the initial drawings.

MCMURTRY
Let me see. Perfect. You can do the
specs on your train ride to Pittsburgh.
And here is your check.

OLMSTED
You made a mistake. The check is for
$500!

MCMURTRY
A bonus for doing it in half the time.
Now hurry, or you’ll miss your train.

OLMSTED
Miss Tarbell, I hear you are writing a
history of the Standard 0il Company.
When will it be finished?



TARBELL
Years. I am doing very careful
research.

OLMSTED
Good luck.

Telephone rings.

MCMURTRY
So you’'re now investigating Rockefeller?
Perhaps you can accompany our Boston
visitor to the door.

Tarbell and Olmsted exit.

MCMURTRY
Hello....JJd, It’'s George. ...... Ever hear
of Ida Tarbell?..... Are you still there?

....What does she want? She’s doing a
story on the town....I know...I agree.

She’s hell on wheels...... What can I
do?..... MURDER Her?....I can’'t....Why
NOT? ....Because, I'm a good

Presbyterian....Then , STOP being a good
Presbyterian? ... Short of murder, what
do I do with this Miss TARHELL?

Sweeten her up?....Sounds good. Here she
comes. I’'ll talk later.

TARBELL
I am ready for the tour. Shall we begin?

MCMURTRY
(taking her arm) Perhaps I spoke too
soon. I think we should have an
examination of Rockefeller's domination
of the oil market.

TARBELL
Let’s get back to Vandergrift. A town
built for workers. It seems too good to
be true. Some say the town was created to
destroy labor unions.

MCMURTRY
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Unions
THAT'S RIGHT. UNIONS WILL DESTROY THE STEEL INDUSTRY
AND THIS COUNTRY. HAPPY WORKERS WHO OWN THEIR OWN
HOMES IN A NICE SETTING AND EARN GOOD MONEY WILL NOT
BE SWALLOWED UP BY LABOR UNIONS.

TARBELL
So then the reports are true?

MCMURTRYB
Absolutely!

TARBELL
I received two letters that were
disconcerting.

MCMURTRY
Like what?

TARBELL
One said that there is a sign separating
Vandergrift from East Vandergrift saying,
“Polaks and stray dogs not welcome.”

MCMURTRY
I would never put up one of those signs.

TARBELL
The second said “if you don’t buy our
lots, vyou don’t need to work in our
mill”

MCMURTRY
I can’'t control what every single
resident of this town says and does.

TARBELL
Do any Poles work here?

MCMURTRY
As few as possible. Unlike other
foreigners they want to be unionized.
There's no ethnic discrimination,
however.
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TARBELL
And Jews?

MCMURTRY

All Welcome!
THE MORE THE MERRIER. WE NEED MERCHANTS. MY FRIEND
IZZY RUBIN WILL BE OPENING A CLOTHING STORE, AND MORE
ARE COMING. I'LL EVEN BUILD THEM A SYNAGOGUE IF
ENOUGH COME.

TARBELL
Interesting indeed.

MCMURTRY
OF COURSE, 1IN BELFAST BEING A JEW IS NOT WHAT
COUNTS. WHAT'S IMPORTANT IS WHETHER YOU'RE A
PROTESTANT JEW OR A CATHOLIC JEW. PROTESTANT JEWS
ARE MUCH BETTER THAN CATHOLIC JEWS.

TARBELL
And Negroes?

MCMURTRY
Very welcome. They make excellent strike
breakers. Remember, I fought to free

them from slavery.

TARBELL
So all are welcome except Poles.

MCMURTRY
This plant will employ five thousand
workers. I will do whatever it takes to
destroy labor unions.

TARBELL
Meaning?

MCMURTRY
We need workers.

TARBELL
So Ellis Island is your way to break the
unions!
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MCMURTRY
Opening our doors to the hungry and the
needy is American. Let’s change the
subject. Take a look at this map. Any
questions?

TARBELL
So charming to name streets after
Presidents, poets, and statesmen.

MCMURTRY
The credit goes to Mrs. McMurtry.

TARBELL
But you named the main street after
Ulysses Grant.

MCMURTRY
Our finest President.

TARBELL
A drunk at best.

MCMURTRY
The man saved the Nation! I fought under
him to save this country.

TARBELL
You name the town after a thief and the
main street after a drunk? Nice
beginnings.

MCMURTRY
What should I have named this town.
Napoleon-ville!

TARBELL
Of course not but..

MCMURTRY
After that French pervert, 1like
Voltaire!

TARBELL

You have a myopic view of things.



MCMURTRY
What does myopic mean?
TARBELL
Little.
MCMURTRY
Because I won’'t name my streets after
French dictators and perverts. Do you

object to Washington, Jefferson, and
Madison Avenues?

TARBELL
Our founding fathers. Of course not!

MCMURTRY
So you like slaveholders?

TARBELL
McMurtry, you’re irascible. Of course
not.

MCMURTRY
Ha! TIda M. Tarbell loves slavery. Great
headline.

TARBELL
Nonsense. Onto a more pleasant topic. I
noticed many churches have already been
built.

MCMURTRY
I want more. That’s why we only have two
policeman.

TARBELL
What’s one got to do with the other?

MCMURTRY
Everything. The more churches you have,
the fewer policeman you need.

TARBELL
Does this mean that if you build two more

churches you won’t need any police at
all?
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MCMURTRY
Smart-aleck

TARBELL
Well if what you say holds, Rome with all
of its churches should be the safest
city in the world . I had two handbags
stolen there.

MCMURTRY
That’s Rome! Not Vandergrift!

TARBELL
Is it also true that Churches here are
not permitted to have bells?

MCMURTRY
That’s right. We have thousands of men
working three shifts. I don’t want my
workers losing any sleep.

TARBELL
Well, if your workers don’t have to go to
church won’t they become criminals?

MCMURTRY
God wants workers to get their sleep.

TARBELL
So that means only women and children, as
potential criminals need to go to church.
This is a strange town indeed.

MCMURTRY
Maybe you should begin going to church
again.

TARBELL
I'm not a criminal.

37.

John Dunmore, mid-twenties,

appears at the door.

DUNMORE
Ah, my fellow Scot, George McMurtry
himself is here.
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MCMURTRY
What are you doing in my office, you
useless union rabble-rouser?

DUNMORE
I came for a social visit. Some bourbon?

MCMURTRY
Dunmore, you’'re drunk! There’s one thing
worse than an Irish drunk, and that’s a
Scottish drunk.

DUNMORE
Who'’s the fine lady? Or is she one of
your own ladies?

MCMURTRY
MISS Tarbell. Show some respect.

DUNMORE
Management’s flower girl?

MCMURTRY
I'l]l break every bone in your body!

DUNMORE

Ellis Island
YOU AND WHO ELSE, OLD MAN! (PULLS OUT SIGN) LOOK
WHAT THE AMATLGAMATED UNION FOUND AT ELLIS ISLAND.
READ IT IN SIX LANGUAGES. TRANSLATED: “COME TO
VANDERGRIFT. MANY JOBS.” YOU'RE TRYING TO RUIN
UNIONS.

MCMURTRY
We're trying to help the Statue of
Liberty, that’s all. Lend me your
poor. ..

DUNMORE
Even one in Yiddish. Are you now trying
to hire Jewish steelworkers!

MCMURTRY
You can be replaced by an Italian.
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DUNMORE
You bastard! So you think you’re better
than me?

MCMURTRY
I do.

DUNMORE
You think I have no worth!

MCMURTRY
That i1s correct. You have no worth.

Archie Davis,McIntyre, and
Whitworth rush into the room

DUNMORE
You worthless son-of-a-bitch.
MCMURTRY
You're fired!
DUNMORE
Kiss my...
MCMURTRY

I said “You're fired.”

The three men grab Dunmore and
drag him from the room.

DUNMORE
And remember this King George!
Vandergrift will someday be an all-union
town.

MCMURTRY
Not in my day.

Whitworth and McIntyre drag
Dunmore off.

ARCHIE
Shall I make out one week’ s severance

pay.



MCMURTRY
No. DOCK one week’s pay. He’s been
drinking on the job.

ARCHIE
We've had reports to that effect.

MCMURTRY
Off to the coal mines he goes, if they’ll
have him.

ARCHIE
As you say, sir. (exits)

TARBELL
Maybe you should close down a few
churches and hire a few more policemen.

MCMURTRY
Perhaps we need even more churches.

TARBELL
I think Mr. Dunmore needs some human
compassion!! I think he feels inadequate.

MCMURTRY
That's because HE is inadequate. Let’s
get back to Vandergrift.

TARBELL
It's a delightful +town. But I would like
to see one change.

MCMURTRY
What'’s that?

TARBELL
Some say the town needs a new founder.

MCMURTRY
Isn’'t that like asking Columbus to find
someone else to discover America.

TARBELL
Ya’ got me. I'm surprised. You mean you
actually landed on Ellis Island?

40.
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MCMURTRY
I didn’t swim across the Atlantic.
(beat) Good luck on your Vandergrift
story for Iron Age Magazine. The
publishers are my friends and colleagues.

TARBELL
But this is for McClures, and they are
not your friends and colleagues.

MCMURTRY

After I am gone
WRITE WHAT YOU WISH. AND REMEMBER ONE THING, MISS
TARBELL. ONE DAY, LONG AFTER I'M GONE, THE DUNMORES
WILL HAVE THEIR WAY AND THAT WILL BE THE BEGINNING
OF THE END OF THE STEEL INDUSTRY. AND MAYBE THE
TOWN.

TARBELL
Time will tell.

MCMURTRY
But I'll be looking down from heaven.

TARBELL
Back to the issue. I want to see the
rest of this beautiful city and its
winding streets.

winding Streets

WINDING STREETS NOTHING AS BEAUTIFUL AS STREETS THAT
WIND, THEY ARE ONE OF A KIND, THE STREETS THAT WIND,
WINDING STREETS, WINDING STREETS, WE HAVE WINDING
STREETS, SLOPING, SLOPING, SLOPING WE KEEP HOPING,
HOPING, THAT THEY PROMISE A BETTER WAY.

MCMURTRY
Please take my arm. Miss Tarbell.

TARBELL
Mr. McMurtry. I admit, I ain’t perfect.
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MCMURTRY
You know, Miss Tarbell, I admit I ain’t
perfect either.

Dark. VOICES OFF STAGE

ARCHIE (0.S.)
Hey McIntyre! Jamie! Look at what Ida
Tarbell says about Vandergrift.

TARBELL (0.S.)
Winter issue 1897

“MCCLURE’'S MAGAZINE. WINTER ISSUE, 1897.
VANDERGRIFT, PENNSYLVANIA. A TOWN OF HOMES AND
GARDENS MAY WELL BECOME THE WORLD’'S MOST BEAUTIFUL
INDUSTRIAL CITY IN THE WORLD. GEORGE MCMURTRY HAS
PROVED THAT GOOD HOMES MAKE GOOD WORKMEN.

ARCHIE (0.S.)
And the rest of the story gets even
better. You never know what to expect.

WHITWORTH (O.S.)
This note to the old man might explain
some things:

TARBELL (0.S.)
“MR. MCMURTRY: THE NAMESAKE IS FLAWED.
THE TOWN IS NOT. I LOVE VANDERGRIFT. PERHAPS YOU ARE
A GOOD PRESBYTERIAN. NOTHING VENTURED, NOTHING
GAINED. YOU HAVE VENTURED MUCH, YOU HAVE GAINED
MUCH. SOCIETY HAS WON. WHEN THE GOING GETS TOUGH,
THE TOUGH GET GOING. YOU'RE TOUGH. I HAVE LEARNED
NOT TO JUDGE A BOOK BY ITS COVER.. SINCERELY, MISS
IDA MAE TARBELL."

ARCHIE (0.S.)
Seems like a change of heart.

WHITWORTH (O.S.)
Or, maybe she just knows where her bread
is buttered, after all.
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SCENE 3 VANDERGRIFT, RAILROAD STATION, TEN YEARS
LATER

Elbert Gary( fifties),
McMurtry, Whitworth,
ARCHIE,McIntyre are waiting
at the Vandergrift Train
Depot. A short distance away,
Whitworth and  Katherine
Townsend (twenties), carrying a
floral bouquet, are holding
hands.

MCMURTRY
What, oh what, am I doing here! We have
work to do.

GARY

What is Good for US Steel
NOW, NOW. GEORGE.
WE AWAIT THE MOST POWERFUL JOURNALIST IN AMERICA.
WE SHOULD ADOPT THE ATTITUDE THAT WHAT IS GOOD FOR
UsS.
STEEL IS GOOD FOR ITS MANAGEMENT, AND WHAT IS GOOD
FOR ITS MANAGEMENT IS GOOD FOR US. STEEL. AS
PRESIDENT OF US. STEEL, I TOO, HAVE A BUSY SCHEDULE.

MCMURTRY
If you want to wait for TARHELL, you can.
But why drag me into it?

GARY

Kicking Rockefeller’s Ass
BECAUSE SHE LOVES YOUR CITY. AND NOW COMES BACK FOR
A RETURN VISIT. AND PLEASE DON'T CALL HER TARHELL.
HOPEFULLY SHE WILL BE AS KIND IN THIS WRITE-UP AS SHE
WAS IN THE LAST ONE. AFTER ALL MISS TARBELL DID...
IN THE VERNACULAR..KICK JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER WHERE IT
HURTS. IT'S ONLY A MATTER OF TIME BEFORE THE
STANDARD OIL COMPANY OF NEW JERSEY IS DISSOLVED. DO
YOU WANT HER TO DO LIKEWISE TO US?
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MCMURTRY
SHE DID KICK US. THE HISTORY OF THE STANDARD OIL
COMPANY HAS MANY UNKIND REFERENCES TO CAPTAIN JJ
VANDERGRIFT, MAY HIS SOUL REST IN PEACE. SURELY HE
IS IN HEAVEN.

GARY
PERHAPS. (BEAT) BUT ALL SHE SAID WAS THAT AS ONE OF
JD ROCKEFELLER'S PARTNERS, HE WAS INDICTED BY A
GRAND JURY FOR PRICE FIXING , HELPED DRIVE
INDEPENDENT OIL DRILLERS OUT OF THE OIL BUSINESS,
AND A FEW OTHER UNSAVORY PRACTICES.

MCMURTRY
He was found not guilty! JJ Vandergrift.
She speaks of a saint, a Protestant
saint.

GARY
WELL, A PROTESTANT CERTAINLY. MY MOTHER ALSO SAID
YOU CAN ATTRACT MORE BEES WITH SUGAR THAN YOU CAN
WITH VINEGAR. IT’'S ONLY A MATTER OF TIME BEFORE THE
STANDARD OIL COMPANY OF NEW JERSEY IS DISSOLVED. DO
YOU WANT HER TO DO LIKEWISE TO US?

MCMURTRY
You’'re doing an about face.

GARY
Mother also taught me that if you can’t
fight ‘em join ‘em. Also there's the
matter of my biography. She would make a
worthy biographer.

MCMURTRY
Biographer! They named the city of Gary,
Indiana after you, what more do you want?
Perhaps a state named after you? Like
Gary, USA.

GARY

Ring your kneck
YOU KNOW, MCMURTRY, THE BOARD OF US STEEL HAS MANY
MEMBERS WHO WOULD LIKE TO RING YOUR NECK. I AM NOT
ONE OF THOSE PEOPLE.
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OFTEN WE DISAGREE, AND SOMETIMES YOU ARE RIGHT,
SOMETIMES YOU ARE NOT. YOU HAVE AN INDEPENDENT
STREAK WHICH BRINGS OUT THE WORST IN PEOPLE. NOW, T
WILL ADMIT THAT I THOUGHT YOU HAD GONE BONKERS WHEN
YOU DECIDED TO BUILD A PARADISE FOR WORKERS, BUT NOW
I SEE YOU WERE RIGHT. BEING THE DARLING OF THE ST.
LOUIS WORLD FAIR AND ALL THE WORLDWIDE ACCLAIM HAS
DONE US STEEL NO HARM. SO LET US NOT UNDO WHAT YOU
WORKED SO HARD TO ACCOMPLISH.

The train arrives

MCMURTRY
At last.
The train stops, but no
passengers exit.
MCMURTRY
A no show! Time to get back to the
office.
ARCHIE

I wonder if she’s already here. There’s a
Minerva Bell and a Fred Holmes registered
at the Sherman Inn, separate rooms of
course. And they've been going through
town, and the townspeople say that this
Bell woman has been asking all types of
snoopy questions.

MCMURTRY
TARHELL is here! I knew it!

Tarbell and Olmsted suddenly
appear.

GARY
Miss Tarbell, you come at last! And what
a pleasant surprise. You arrive a day
early.

TARBELL
Am I being welcomed by none less than the
President of the US Steel Corporation?
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GARY
The pleasure is totally mine...ours.
Right George?

TARBELL
We meet again.

MCMURTRY
We meet again.

TARBELL
And you remember, Mr. Olmsted.

GARY
Mr. Olmsted, thank you for designing our
town.

OLMSTED
I loved sleeping at the Inn I designed a
decade ago.

GARY
How delightful. The idea was totally
mine. You must have spent a long time in
drawing up the plans.

OLMSTED
Weeks and months!

GARY
You see the town a decade later. Are you
happy with the results, young man?

OLMSTED
Let me think about that.

GARY
I know that we cut the lots in half and
took a few other liberties.

OLMSTED
The deed is done.



MCMURTRY
And to think you almost removed the
Olmsted and Eliot names. How is this son
of Harvard'’s President?

OLMSTED
Oh, you don’t know about the tragedy! He
suddenly died of spinal meningitis in
1899. His father, in addition to
remaining Harvard’s president, does what
must be the most dreadful thing for a man
to do: write his dead son’s biography.

MCMURTRY
That is sad indeed. And you Miss
Tarhell..I mean Miss Tarbell.

TARBELL
I heard you right the first time.

GARY
And Miss Tarbell, I must commend you on
your outstanding work on the Standard Oil
Company of New Jersey. Price fixing is a
dreadful thing.

TARBELL
I agree.

GARY
That is why we at US. Steel are so upset
about the allegations that...

TARBELL
But now I am here to visit Vandergrift.

TOWNSEND
Miss Tarbell, these flowers are from the
people of Vandergrift.

TARBELL
Now who is this lovely young lady?

WHITWORTH
This i1s Katherine Townsend. About to be
Mrs. James Whitworth.
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TARBELL
How lovely. Like the Townsend farm?

TOWNSEND
My grandfather.

TARBELL
I always say that the family is at the
core of American life. And only the
dddddddddddddddddddddddAmerican woman can
keep the family together.

TOWNSEND
You shall have to visit our home often.

GARY
I must now be off. May we give you a
lift to Pittsburgh? You can stay at the
DUQUESNE Club as my guest.

TARBELL
No, I will stay at the Sherman Inn. Mr.
Olmsted may accept your invitation. I
will spend another day here.

GARY
As you wish. Mr. Olmsted will be my
guest. And can you drop by my office
sometime? Our company needs your
services to prepare some biographical
material.

TARBELL
Gladly. In the meantime I shall meet
with Mr. McMurtry and Burgess McIntyre.

Olmsted , Gary and all
exit.

MCMURTRY
Ten years is a long time. What has your
snooping uncovered?

TARBELL
Much.

48.
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MCMURTRY
Like the job on JJ.

TARBELL
The portrayal was fair and balanced. Even
Mr. Rockefeller agrees.

MCMURTRY
Fair and balanced!

TARBELL
I only reported court findings and facts.

MCMURTRY
Shall we change the subject? What will
your report on Vandergrift say this
time?

TARBELL
Surely, Mr. McMurtry...

MCMURTRY
Look up on the hill. Do you see the
Casino Theatre? The Municipal Center

TARBELL
Looks fine.

MCINTYRE
That's all you have to say?

TARBELL
I like it.

MCMURTRY
That’'s all?

TARBELL
I've seen pictures before.

MCINTYRE
And does it look like the Acropolis?

TARBELL
Like a Scotch-Irish Acropolis.



MCMURTRY
Even better. MY Scotch Acropolis?

Bells begin ringing

TARBELL
The bells are ringing. They will awaken
your workers. You’d better go and arrest
the offending priest

MCMURTRY
Catholics always do it their own way.
Now we’'re at the Municipal center. It’s
all there. The jail, the library, the
Police Chief’s office, the Casino
Theatre, Council Chambers, all in one
package.

TARBELL
With bells to remind their members, at
least the Catholics will have fewer
criminals.

MCMURTRY
Back to my Scotch-Irish Municipal center.

TARBELL
Unique indeed! So you mean someone can
get out of jail, then go to the library?
Then visit city council, and then do some
shopping.

MCMURTRY
A convenient town, as they say.

Dunmore appears.

MCINTYRE
Mr. Dunmore? What are you doing in this
fine town?

DUNMORE
I live here now.

MCMURTRY
Who let you in?

50.
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DUNMORE
My lovely bride and her father. Ellen
and John Painter.

MCMURTRY
My finest steam roller. How would he
allow his daughter to marry you!

DUNMORE

I had to get married.
HE WELCOMED ME WITH OPEN ARMS SHALL WE SAY.
HE INSISTED ON IT...
IF YOU KNOW WHAT I MEAN. MARY AND I DECIDED TO START
A FAMILY EARLIER THAN WE THOUGHT.
AND SHE DOESN’'T WANT TO LEAVE HER MOTHER. YOU KNOW
WHAT THESE VANDERGRIFT GIRLS ARE LIKE.

MCMURTRY
Remember that this is a non-union town.

DUNMORE
That might change. You see, I work for
the CIO that means the Congress of
Industrial Organization...out of New
Kensington.

MCMURTRY
We'’ve beat the unions twice.

DUNMORE

Muckracker

THESE POOR UNDERPAID FOLKS FROM VANDERGRIFT KNOW ALL
THAT.

IS THIS MISS IDA TARBELL AGAIN? THE MUCKRAKER.
AFTER TEN YEARS ABSENCE!
LET ME WELCOME YOU TO THIS FINE TOWN.

UNION GUYS ALL LOVE YOU. YOU EXPOSED ROCKEFELLER...
AND CAPTAIN VANDERGRIFT.

MCMURTRY
Be on your way!
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DUNMORE
Remember Miss Tarbell. Your work is not
done til you do the same to these steel

guys.

MCINTYRE
On your way!

DUNMORE
Just a joke, ole boy. What type of
Scotch fellas are you?

MCINTYRE
Honest and straight.

DUNMORE
Me too. I now reckon I’'ll become more
civic minded, now that I live in the
worker’s paradise.

MCMURTRY
A good sign, indeed.

DUNMORE

Thief
MAYBE I'LL., SOMEDAY RUN FOR CITY COUNCIL. BURGESS
MCINTYRE HERE NEEDS HELP. I LOVE THIS TOWN. EVEN IF
IT’S NAMED AFTER A THIEF, LIKE MISS TARBELL SAYS.
(LAUGHS )

TARBELL
NO THIEF. MR. ROCKEFELLER, WITH THE ABLE ASSISTANCE
OF WATER BOAT CAPTAIN VANDERGRIFT, DEVELOPED THE
AMERICAN OIL INDUSTRY. THEIR WAYS MAY HAVE BEEN
QUESTIONABLE, BUT THEY COMMITTED NO CRIME.

DUNMORE
You said they were indicted.

TARBELL
But not convicted!



DUNMORE
Where there’s smoke, there’s fire, like
my mother in Belfast says. Now I must be
on my way. My baby’s to be born
tomorrow.

MCMURTRY
Now be on your way. And behave yourself.

DUNMORE
Have a fine day, and long live the...
Union! (exits)

MCMURTRY
(with lips) Bastard!

TARBELL
Don’t say it.

MCMURTRY
And now, Miss Tarbell, you spoke of the
Scotch Acropolis. Here you have
something Greek.

TARBELL
A church?

MCMURTRY
The first Greek Orthodox church in the
Commonwealth.

TARBELL
And now I noticed two cemeteries when I
entered the town.

MCINTYRE
One Catholic. They want their own
cemetery. Don’'t want to be tainted by
other folks.

TARBELL
And the other?

MCINTYRE
Protestants, non-believers, throw-away
Catholics.



TARBELL
Throw-away Catholics?

MCMURTRY
Those that haven’t bellied up to the
priest when they were alive.

TARBELL
The townspeople say you, the burgess, and
the other ministers met with Father
Wirtner.

MCINTYRE
We did. A cordial meeting.

TARBELL
Any hypocrisy?

MCMURTRY
How could it be a cordial meeting if
there wasn’t any hypocrisy. They go hand
in hand. But I did offer them 15,000
dollars for the construction of their St.
Gertrude’s Church. And they promised not
to ring their bells.

TARBELL
This has got to be the only town in the
world where churches are not supposed to
ring their bells.

MCMURTRY
Why did you have to snoop around the
town?

TARBELL
That’s my job.

MCMURTRY
You think I would lie?

TARBELL
Of course not. But I have to get other
perspectives.
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MCMURTRY
Ask me whatever you want.

TARBELL
Why is the 14 foot fence still up?

MCINTYRE
We tore it down. But the townspeople put
it back up.

TARBELL
And look at this: (Pulls out sign from
her bag) *“Polacks and stray dogs not
welcome”

MCINTYRE
A shame that those signs are still up.

TARBELL
Can you hire more police to tear them
down?

MCMURTRY
We are not living in a police state.

TARBELL
This is the only town I have ever visited
with a fourteen foot fence and offensive
signs like this one.

MCMURTRY
Perhaps you’re not searching enough.

Church bells ringing three
times

TARBELL
Did Father Wirtner break the treaty.
Will you penalize the church by
deducting $15,000:

MCMURTRY
Down to $12000!

Bell rings three more times
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MCMURTRY (cont'd)
$9,000!

Bell rings three more times.

MCMURTRY
$6,000.

TARBELL

Ringing Bells

THEY STOPPED.

A NINE THOUSAND DOLLAR PENALTY FOR RINGING CHURCH
BELLS? NEWSPAPERS ACROSS THE COUNTRY WILL LOVE THIS.
I CAN SEE THE HEADLINES: “STEEL TYCOON PENALIZES
CHURCH FOR RINGING BELLS.

MCMURTRY
I speak with tongue- in- cheek. You do
not know Scottish people.

TARBELL
Maybe a little less hypocrisy next time.

MCMURTRY
That would mean less cordiality too.

MCINTYRE
M-m-m. I just remembered something. I
heard Dunmore just converted to
Catholicism with his marriage and all
that.

MCMURTRY
Good riddance? He'’'s going to hell
anyhow. Better that he go to hell as a
Catholic than a Presbyterian.

MCINTYRE
He’s in charge of the bells at St.
Gertrude'’s.

MCMURTRY
BASTARD!
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SCENE 4 VANDERGRIFT, 1IN FRONT OF THE CASINO
THEATRE, 1915

Tarbell, McMurtry,Whitworth,
Townsend, and McIntyre stand
before a Marque which reads
“VANDERGRIFT, HAPPY
TWENTIETH.” An object covered
with canvas stands nearby.

TOWNSEND
We are dying to see what is beneath the
canvas..

MCMURTRY

Curiosity killed the cat. We must wait
for Olmsted to arrive from Pittsburgh.

TOWNSEND
The train must be running late.
Vandergrift is twenty years old tomorrow.

ARCHIE
And people are grumbling because they can
not see their silent films at the Casino
Theatre for two days.

MCINTYRE
But they have the esteemed
internationally known journalist MISS IDA
TARBELL to help us celebrate!

TARBELL
I have come to love this town and its
people.

MCINTYRE
How many dinner invitations have you
received?

TARBELL

About a dozen. Could only accept two.
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WHITWORTH
Surely you will dine with Katherine and
me this evening. 1I’ll send my car for
you.

TARBELL
Why of course. I savor seeing the two
children.

TOWNSEND
Is it true that John D. Rockefeller not
only held a door open for you, but
actually ordered a cab for you in New
York City?

TARBELL
Mr. Rockefeller is a very kind man!!

TOWNSEND
And how often have President and Mrs.
Wilson invited you to the White House?

TARBELL
Not worth mentioning.

TOWNSEND
Six times for official state dinners, and
twice for interviews, is what the
Pittsburgh newspapers reported.

MCMURTRY
The suffragettes must be suffering when
they read that.

TARBELL
Is that Mr. Olmsted I see in the
distance?

MCINTYRE

With Elbert Gary?

TARBELL
What a surprise to see Dear Elbert and
Mr. Olmsted.
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MCMURTRY
Dear Elbert? Are you writing his
biography?

TARBELL
Just some preliminary work on the US
Steel Company and as it’s president.

ARCHIE
I had no idea Gary was coming. He was
invited but never responded.

MCMURTRY
Olmsted, welcome. Seems like you hired
an expensive chauffeur.

GARY
Ida, so pleasant to see you here.

MCMURTRY
What brings the President of US Steel to
our town? Twice in less than ten years.

GARY
Our joint venture-- Vandergrift. I
personally picked up Mr. Olmsted at the
Pittsburgh railroad station and we have
travelled here by automobile. My new
Ford.

MCMURTRY
Then you shall see the latest work by Mr.
Olmsted.

OLMSTED
Shall we lift the curtain?
MCMURTRY
No need to lose time. Please draw the

curtain, Katherine.

She draws the curtain
revealing a large drawing of a
mausoleum which resembles the
Casino Theatre.
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OLMSTED
It’s a mausoleum!

ARCHIE
Resembling the Casino Theatre.

OLMSTED
And not bad.

GARY
Whose is it?

MCMURTRY
Mine.

ALL
Yours?

TARBELL

Are you planning an imminent departure of
some kind?

MCMURTRY
We all have a departure of some kind. We
just never know when.

GARY
I thought surely you would have wanted a
simple headstone.

MCMURTRY
I want my mausoleum to reflect me, and
the design which Olmsted here made.

GARY
(Smiling devilishly) How about a steel
mill?

MCMURTRY

That’s not my lasting legacy. It’s the
municipal center that faces the plant.

GARY
Well, you are to be commended.



MCMURTRY
Mr. Olmsted. What do you think of the
town you designed twenty years ago?

OLMSTED
It’s lovely.

MCMURTRY
What do you really think?

OLMSTED
Well the town is filled with smoke and
fog.

MCMURTRY
It’s actually good for you.

OLMSTED
I believe it can be harmful to the
environment.

MCMURTRY
What'’s that?

OLMSTED
The air we breath,the destruction of the
atmosphere.

MCMURTRY
So, how are we to become the most
powerful nation on earth?

OLMSTED
That’s a separate issue. You asked
about the town.

MCMURTRY
Well you don’t like the air and the
smoke. Anything else?

OLMSTED
The municipal center faces the mill.
This still bothers me.
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MCMURTRY
That's the town’s bread and butter. WE
are now the world’s largest steel
producing plant

OLMSTED
True. But I had to point out what I
thought was negative. On the overall,
your town has been a success. Grant
Avenue is a delight.

MCMURTRY
Miss Tarbell once called the Municipal
Center the Scotch-Irish Acropolis. Do
you agree?

OLMSTED
Not quite. I think that the Casino
Theatre with all of its soot actually
looks more like the Kiski Acropolis. This
way you combine the Greek architecture
with the historic origins of the town.

MCMURTRY
Mmm. I never thought of that.

Suddenly a chorus of
demonstrators is heard.

DEMONSTRATORS (0.S.)
We want unions. We want unions.

MCMURTRY
Dunmore'’s people.

COUNTER- DEMONSTRATORS (0O.S.)
We love Vandergrift.

TARBELL
McMurtry’s people.

DEMONSTRATORS (0.S.)
Kiss our butt.

COUNTER-DEMONSTRATORS
Leave Vandergrift.
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DEMONSTRATORS
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Higher wages! Better working conditions.

COUNTER- DEMONSTRATORS
Communists!

MCMURTRY
Arrest the Union demonstrators for
disturbing the peace.

MCINTYRE
Immediately.

MCMURTRY
One thing you were right about, Miss
Tarbell.

TARBELL
Yes.

MCMURTRY
More churches don’t necessarily mean
fewer police.

Dunmore enters.
DUNMORE

Peaceful

NOW. NOW. YOU'RE NOT GOING TO ARREST THESE PEACEFUL
DEMONSTRATORS ON THE TOWN’'S TWENTIETH BIRTHDAY.

MCMURTRY

THEY ARE WORTHLESS TROUBLEMAKERS WHO WILL DESTROY

THIS TOWN, THIS COMPANY AND THIS COUNTRY.

DUNMORE
And US Steel profits.

MCMURTRY
Get out of my town!

DUNMORE
Your town! This is the United States
Americal

of
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MCMURTRY
Arrest this man.

MCINTYRE
I can't.

DUNMORE

The wunion’s lawyers will be here in no
time.

MCINTYRE
He’'s right.
Suddenly McMurtry collapses.
Dunmore exits.
TOWNSEND
Get Dr. Boale. Here, drink this water.
WHITWORTH
Immediately
MCMURTRY
I'll be fine
GARY
He’s had these attacks before. He’ll
recover.
MCMURTRY

This glass of water will make me be as
good as new.

TARBELL
George, your health is the most important
thing.

MCMURTRY

You gotta get ‘em. Ida Mae.
TARBELL

Get who.
MCMURTRY

The Unions. (Getting Up) I'm fine now.
Just a little shortness of breath.
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TARBELL
Off to the doctor first.

MCMURTRY
I'm as good as new. And I plan to live
at least another twenty years. Let’s
celebrate.

The bells begin ringing again.
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ACT 2
SCENE 1 VANDERGRIFT, CUSTER AVENUE, 1925

Whitworth lawn. Store Signs
reading Manganello’s Fruits,
Rubin’s, Peggy Ann Shop ,
Sweetlane, Ross Drug Store,
Altmire’s, can be seen. Ida,
Katherine, and James are
seated on swings. Flapper
music is heard in the
background

TARBELL
Are both children now in college?

KATHERINE
Henry at Allegheny, Ann at Washington
and Jefferson. .

TARBELL
Can it really be thirty years since the
founding of the town?

KATHERINE

A great town
YES. AND SURELY GEORGE MCMURTRY IS LOOKING DOWN
FROM SOMEWHERE IN THAT GREAT BEYOND AND MUST BE
PLEASED BY WHAT HE SEES. A HIGH SCHOOL, A TOWN OF
TWENTY THOUSAND, AND 5000 EMPLOYEES AT THE US STEEL
PLANT. OF COURSE THE SMOKE, THE RISE OF THE LABOR
UNIONS SHOULD NOT PLEASE HIM.

TARBELL
I regretfully missed Mr. McMurtry'’s
funeral. President Wilson insisted that
I chair one of his committees that day.

KATHERINE
We went to New York for the funeral.
Over a thousand people attended.
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TARBELL
I paid my respects at Valhalla Cemetery,
and the Mausoleum of the Casino Theatre
is truly impressive.

KATHERINE
Archie, James, and the Burgess
accompanied the body from Atlantic City
to New York. His last words were that
his living legacy would be the town he
created. And what you have done for the
town is remarkable.

TARBELL

The Town Gets Older.
THE TOWN I ONCE VISITED AS SUBJECT MATERIAL FOR AN
ARTICLE IS NOW A PLACE NEAR AND DEAR TO ME. ATLL THE
FAMILIES I HAVE COME TO KNOW ON A PERSONAL BASIS. I
HAVE ALWAYS SAID THAT FAMILIES TAKE FIRST PRIORITY,
AND THAT IS WHAT OUR AMERICAN LIFESTYLE IS ALL ABOUT.

KATHERINE
Well it’s so nice of you to testify at
tonight’s Council hearing.

WHITWORTH
It's outrageous that ten years after his
death we still do not have a monument of
any kind to the memory of George

McMurtry.
TARBELL
Hopefully tonight will change that.
WHITWORTH
You know that Dunmore is now city council
chair?
TARBELL

Surely he will respect the dead.

WHITWORTH
He does. But with one exception.
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KATHERINE
Let us think more pleasant thoughts.
Shall we take a walk up Grant Avenue to
see the newest stores?

WHITWORTH
And I must go back to the office.

TARBELL
I would love to swing for a while and
just watch the traffic go by.

Katherine and Whitworth exit.
The music gets louder and cars
go by the street. Horns are
honking. Tarbell begins
fanning herself. Suddenly
George McMurtry appears.

MCMURTRY
Hello, Ida Mae.

TARBELL
A ghost! I must be dreaming.
MCMURTRY
Don’t use that word. It sounds too
ghoulish.
TARBELL

But you died ten years ago.

MCMURTRY
T am well aware of that.

TARBELL
Then who are you?

MCMURTRY

Are you real(George and Ida Duet)
GEORGE MCMURTRY. EITHER REAL OR IN YOUR MIND. NOW
QUIET DOWN. YOU ARE THE ONLY PERSON WHO CAN SEE ME.
AND IF YOUR LIPS MOVE TOO MUCH, PEOPLE MIGHT THINK
YOU'RE CRAZY, TALKING TO YOURSELF.



TARBELL
WHY HAVE YOU COME BACK!

MCMURTRY

I CAME TO SEE YOU. DOES THE TOWN WORK?

TARBELL
OF COURSE IT DOES.

MCMURTRY

BUT IS IT DIFFERENT FROM ANY OTHER MILL TOWN?

TARBELL

YOU ONCE TOLD ME NEVER TO USE THAT TERM.

MCMURTRY
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I WAS HOPING YOU WOULD SAY IT IS DIFFERENT FROM ANY

OTHER MILL TOWN.

TARBELL
IT IS BUT WHERE ARE YOU?

MCMURTRY
I'M HERE.

TARBELL

I KNOW THAT, BUT TELL ME WHAT IT'S LIKE.

MCMURTRY
MY LIPS ARE SEALED.

TARBELL
Please?

MCMURTRY
I CAN DISCUSS YOUR WORLD.
MY WORLD.

TARBELL
Please?

MCMURTRY
MY LIPS ARE SEALED.

TARBELL
ARE YOU IN HEAVEN?

I AM FORBIDDEN TO

DISCUSS



MCMURTRY
You now believe in heaven? Interesting.

TARBELL
Please tell me.

MCMURTRY
My lips are sealed. But I’'ll give you a
hint.

TARBELL
Please.

MCMURTRY

BECOME A GOOD PRESBYTERIAN.

TARBELL
That means...

MCMURTRY
DON'T TRY TO SECOND GUESS.

TARBELL
And President Wilson?

MCMURTRY
SNOOPY IDA! MY LIPS ARE SEALED!

TARBELL
Please?...
MCMURTRY
Ask once more and you will never see me
again!
TARBELL
ANSWER ME. Are you there or in my mind!
MCMURTRY
You don’t know? Ha. You're a

disappointment to me, Ida Mae.

TARBELL
What! Why!
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MCMURTRY
Why haven't you exposed those corrupt
unions.

TARBELL

They are no more corrupt than some of
your executives.

MCMURTRY
You sold yourself.

TARBELL
Me! Never!

MCMURTRY
YOU SLEW JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER AND YOU SET UP ELBERT
GARY FOR ADORATION BY WRITING THAT DUMB BIOGRAPHY.

TARBELL
Stop it!

MCMURTRY
You ravaged Captain Vandergrift and
idolized that worthless Episcopalian.

TARBELL
I'm plugging my ears.

MCMURTRY
And the newspapers had a field day on
you! “St. Elbert of the Clouds” they
said. And so you are letting the unions
free too.

TARBELL
You are attacking my professionalism.

MCMURTRY
A woman who opposed women'’s right to
vote, now helps labor and useless steel
executives at the same time.

TARBELL
Drop dead!
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MCMURTRY
I am dead!

TARBELL
Then drop dead again!

MCMURTRY
Have you visited my mausoleum?

TARBELL
I have and that’s why I am here tonight.
To put up a lasting memorial to you.

MCMURTRY
No need. The town is my memorial. Just
use all your power to destroy the union.
Forget about my statue.

TARBELL
Never.

MCMURTRY
Don’t bet on succeeding.

Vandergrift Council Chambers.
Dark.

DEMONSTRATORS (0O.S.)
Yes. Yes. Yes.

COUNTER DEMONSTRATORS (0O.S.)
No! No! No!

MCINTYRE

A Fitting Memorial
NOW COMES THE QUESTION OF A MEMORIAL TO GEORGE W.
MCMURTRY, WHICH SOME OF YOU ON THIS COUNCIL HAVE LONG
AWATTED. MR. DUNMORE WILL GIVE HIS REPORT.

DUNMORE
MR. POLICE CHIEF AND MEMBERS OF COUNCIL. THE
COMMITTEE HAS WORKED HARD ON THIS PROJECT AND WE HAVE
VOTED 4 TO 3 TO POSTPONE ANY ACTION AT THIS TIME.
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ARCHIE
THIS IS THE FOURTH TIME ACTION HAS BEEN POSTPONED.

DUNMORE
We can act too precipitously.

ARCHIE
IS A STATUE TO THE TOWN’'S FOUNDER OUT OF OUR REACH?

DUNMORE
WE HAVE NO FUNDS.

ARCHIE
OUR TREASURY IS FILLED.

DUNMORE
WE HAVE SCHOOLS TO BUILD, FIRE DEPARTMENTS TO ASSIST,
AND SO ON.

WHITWORTH
PRIVATE FUNDS CAN BE RAISED.

DUNMORE
THAT IS OUT OF THE QUESTION. WE HAVE NO SPACE TO PUT
SUCH A STATUE. ALSO, UNION MEMBERS ARE OPPOSED TO A
STATUE.

WHITWORTH
HOW ABOUT NAMING A STREET AFTER HIM.
DUNMORE
WHAT STREET?
WHITWORTH
WHY NOT HOLLAND STREET?
DUNMORE
Holland street. Holland is my favorite
country.
ARCHIE

MOST OF THE RESIDENTS ARE ITALIAN.
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DUNMORE
ALL THE MORE REASON NOT TO CHANGE THE NAME OF THE
STREET. THE DUTCH LOVE THE ITALIANS AND THE ITALIANS
LOVE THE DUTCH.

ARCHIE
I WASN'T AWARE OF THAT. IN FACT, I'VE SPOKEN TO SOME
OF THE RESIDENTS AND NONE OBJECTED TO A NAME CHANGE.

DUNMORE
HOLLAND STREET HAS SOME LIARS LIVING THERE. YOU MUST
HAVE SPOKEN TO SOME OF THE LIARS.

WHITWORTH
MR. CHAIRMAN, I MUST POINT OUT THAT HOLLAND STREET
WAS NOT NAMED AFTER THE COUNTRY BUT THE WRITER. ARE
YOU FAMILIAR WITH HIS WORK/

DUNMORE
I KNEW THAT. HE’'S ONE OF MY FAVORITE NOVELISTS. ALL
THE MORE REASON NOT TO RENAME THE STREET.

WHITWORTH
OH, YOU'VE READ HIS WORKS.

DUNMORE
OF COURSE!

WHITWORTH
WHICH ONES?

DUNMORE

I CAN'T RECALL. WHAT IS THIS? A TRIAL.

WHITWORTH
ARE YOU WILLING TO ABANDON ANY LASTING MEMORIAL TO
THE MAN WHO BUILT THIS TOWN?

DUNMORE
NO. I DO HAVE A SOLUTION. HOW ABOUT NAMING THE
ALLEY BEHIND HOLLAND AVENUE AFTER HIM?

MCINTYRE
AN ALLEY! THAT RUNS BY THE TOWN DUMP!
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DUNMORE
WE CAN CALL IT MCMURTRY’'S COURT. TIF I CAN GET MY
COMMITTEE TO GO ALONG WITH IT.

MCINTYRE
ABSOLUTELY NOT.

DUNMORE
THEN I HAVE ANOTHER IDEA. PERHAPS WE CAN NAME THE
CITY DUMP AFTER HIM.

MCINTYRE
THE DUMP!

DUNMORE
A DUMP IS VERY IMPORTANT TO VANDERGRIFT. HOW WOULD
YOU LIKE TO HAVE A TOWN WITHOUT A PLACE TO PUT ITS
GARBAGE?

MCINTYRE
I SEE THE MOTION IS GOING NOWHERE. PERHAPS WE CAN
HEAR A FEW WORDS FROM OUR DISTINGUISHED VISITOR WHOM
SOME CALL THE NATION'S MOST PREEMINENT JOURNALIST.
IDA TARBELL HAS TAKEN AN INTEREST IN THIS TOWN SINCE
ITS INCEPTION.

DUNMORE
Let us hear from Miss Tarbell herself.

MCMURTRY (0.S.)
Ida Mae, don’t say anything.

TARBELL
Hush.

Everyone begins laughing.

DUNMORE
Are you telling me to shut up!

TARBELL
No, I was just clearing my throat.
Please accept my apology
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DUNMORE
You better watch that, dear Ida Mae.
Some folks saw you talking to yourself
today.

TARBELL
People are always saying that about me.

ARCHIE
Let us hear Miss Tarbell.

TARBELL

A Unigue Town
VANDERGRIFT IS A UNIQUE TOWN INDEED.
THERE IS NO OTHER CITY IN THE COUNTRY QUITE LIKE IT.
THIRTY YEARS AFTER ITS CREATION,
IT IS A THRIVING CITY BUILT AROUND ONE MAN’S IDEAL
OF A WORKERS PARADISE.

A TOWN OF HOMES AND GARDENS, THE RESULT OF ONE MAN'S
DELIBERATE ATTEMPT TO MAKE A BETTER TOWN THAN THERE S
IN THE WORLD FOR PHYSICAL HEALTH AND COMFORT.

HOW MANY OTHER SUCH CITIES HAVE BEEN DESIGNED BY
FREDERICK LAW OLMSTED? EACH TIME I RETURN,

I SEE THE LOVELY STREETS, GARDENS, PARKS, PLAY AREAS,
TREES, STREETS NAMED FOR POETS AND STATESMAN, AND
TREES.

THE CITY IS A LIVING IDEAL TO A MAN OF DREAMS. THAT
MAN IS GEORGE MCMURTRY. ONE SMALIL MEMORIAL LIKE A
STREET OR STATUE WOULD BE AN APPROPRIATE WAY TO HONOR
HIS CONTRIBUTION.

DUNMORE
DEAR MISS TARBELL. YOU FORGET ONE THING. HE MADE A
BUNDLE OF MONEY WHEN HE SOLD THE LOTS.

TARBELL
MR. DUNMORE, THAT TOO IS AN AMERICAN IDEATL.

DUNMORE
AND HE CUT THE LOTS IN HALF. SO MUCH FOR OLMSTED'S
IDEAL.
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TARBELL
NO ONE IS PERFECT.

DUNMORE
AND HE TRIED TO DESTROY LABOR UNIONS.

TARBELL
HE COULD HAVE CHOSEN MANY OTHER ROUTES TO DO THIS.
PLEASE HAVE YOUR COMMITTEE RECONSIDER, MR. DUNMORE.

DUNMORE
WHO CAN TURN DOWN THE ONE AND ONLY IDA TARBELL? I AM
NOW A COLLEGE GRADUATE. I JUST READ YOUR

ROCKEFELLER BOOK. JJ VANDERGRIFT SEEMS LIKE AN
UNSAVORY PERSON.

TARBELL
I AM NOT ASKING YOU TO HONOR CAPTAIN VANDERGRIFT.
ONLY GEORGE MCMURTRY.

DUNMORE
OK. MY COMMITTEE WILL RECONSIDER AND COME UP WITH A
REPORT IN A COUPLE OF YEARS.

MCINTYRE
GEORGE MCMURTRY. REST IN PEACE.

DUNMORE
AND REMEMBER, HE ALREADY HAS A FIRE COMPANY NAMED
AFTER HIM. THEY COULD HAVE CALLED IT SOMETHING ELSE,
LIKE THE WILLIAM PENN FIRE COMPANY BUT THEY CHOSE TO
NAME IT AFTER GEORGE.

MCINTYRE
LET THE DEAD REST IN PEACE.

DUNMORE
I WILL BE GLAD TO. JUST DON'T BRING HIS NAME UP
AGAIN.

MCMURTRY (0.S.)
BASTARD!
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SCENE 2 VANDERGRIFT, DAVIS FIELD, 1935

Archie and Ida are standing on
Davis Field. Ida’s eyes are
closed.

Chorus

Take Me out To The Ball Game
TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME,
TAKE ME OUT WITH THE CROWD;
BUY ME SOME PEANUTS AND CRACKER JACK,
I DON'T CARE IF I NEVER GET BACK.
LET ME ROOT, ROOT, ROOT FOR THE HOME TEAM,
IF THEY DON'T WIN, IT'S A SHAME.
FOR IT'S ONE, TWO, THREE STRIKES, YOU'RE OUT,
AT THE OLD BALL GAME.

ARCHIE
Turn on the lights.

The lights come on.

ARCHIE (cont'd)
You can open your eyes now.

TARBELL
Wow! Your dream come true. DAVIS FIELD.

ARCHIE
My next dream is to have a professional
baseball team here.

TARBELL
The Vandergrift Steelers?

ARCHIE
Might cause a problem with the Pittsburgh
football team.

TARBELL
How about the Vandergrift Pioneers?



79.

ARCHIE
A thought. And you have to come back for
one of the Vandergrift High School Lancer
football games.

TARBELL
My schedule has quieted as I approach 80.

ARCHIE
You’ve never looked so good Miss Tarbell.
Shall we play ball?

Pulls out softball and bat.

TARBELL

McMurtry appears.

MCMURTRY
Thought I had forgotten you. Do it, 1Ida
Mae.

ARCHIE
I can always say Ida Tarbell played ball
on Davis Field.

DUNMORE (0.S.)
Miss Tarbell is always playing ball. But
with the wrong people.

Dunmore appears on stage.

ARCHIE
What brings you here at this time of
night?

DUNMORE
The lights from Davis Field came straight
through my window. I was wondering what
type of creature would be here at night.

ARCHIE
Come and play ball with us.



DUNMORE
You're using city electricity.

ARCHIE
With the Burgess’ approval. And my own
ball field?

DUNMORE
There’s a depression?

ARCHIE
If you play ball,will that make the
Depression worse?

DUNMORE
Not much to celebrate about. One out of
every four residents of the Worker'’s
Utopia is being foreclosed upon.

TARBELL
Sad indeed. But that rate is much lower
than for the rest of the country.

DUNMORE
That doesn’t help. People are starving.
Where is McMurtry'’s dream now.

TARBELL
Very much alive. The town is now 40
years old.

DUNMORE
And unionized.

ARCHIE
George McMurtry is turning over in his
grave.

MCMURTRY
He is not.
DUNMORE
Wherever in hell he’s burning. Five

thousand men are now out of work. Some
people are starving.

80.
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TARBELL
(To McMurtry)Well are you?

ARCHIE
(To Tarbell)Am I what?

MCMURTRY
(To Tarbell) My lips are sealed.

ARCHIE
Well join us in a little practice.
Dunmore.

DUNMORE
What the heck!

ARCHIE
Take this bat, Ida. I’'ll pitch. You
catch, Dunmore.

TARBELL
I have never hit a ball in my life
before. And here I go at age 78. ..

They get in position. Ida
raises the bat, and McMurtry
puts his arms around her and
holds the bat with her.

ARCHIE
First pitch.

She hits the ball into left
field.

MCMURTRY
That a girl, Ida Mae. Now destroy those
dam unions!

ARCHIE
What's your secret.

DUNMORE
That’s at least a single.
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ARCHIE
Here'’'s the second pitch.

She and McMurtry hit the ball
into right field.

DUNMORE
That’s at least a double.

ARCHIE
Here'’'s the third pitch.

She and McMurtry hits the
ball into center field.

TARBELL
Now it’s your turn Mr. Dunmore.

ARCHIE
Come on Dunmore.
DUNMORE
What the heck.
ARCHIE
Here’s the first pitch. ....Strike One.
DUNMORE
Try again.
ARCHIE
Strike two.
DUNMORE
Try again.
The ball goes over the fence
for a home run.
ARCHIE

A home run, old man.

DUNMORE
That proves that it’s not over till it'’s
over.



83.

ARCHIE
There are many more innings to this
game.
A fire siren is heard and a
fire truck whizzes by with the
name GEORGE MCMURTRY FIRE
ENGINE COMPANY emblazed on the
side.
TARBELL

Oh, dear, a fire.

ARCHIE
Na. That means the fire is over. But
the name is a reminder of the George
McMurtry’s contribution to this town.

DUNMORE
Don’t say that too loudly, Archie ole
boy. You might be tarred and feathered.

ARCHIE
I don’t think so.
DUNMORE
Gotta go. (exits)
ARCHIE
What'’'s your verdict on our fortieth
anniversary?
TARBELL

The town is delightful even though the
smoke, smog, noise, and the stream of
workers is like that of any other town in
Pennsylvania. But Olmsted’s design will

not change. And he hopes to be here for
the town’s fiftieth. But I have one
problem.

ARCHIE

What is that?

TARBELL
Davis Field.
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ARCHIE
You don’t like it!

TARBELL

A Dividing Line
I DO. BUT IT IS A SEGREGATING LINE. DAVIS FIELD IS
A NATURAL BARRIER BETWEEN THE DESIRABLE PART OF
VANDERGRIFT AND VANDERGRIFT HEIGHTS AND THE PARK
PILLAN. AND THEN EAST VANDERGRIFT IS DIVIDED FROM
VANDERGRIFT.

ARCHIE
SURE IT IS. BUT WHAT'S WRONG WITH SEGREGATION?

TARBELL
WE ARE ONE COUNTRY. THIS TOWN IS DIVIDED BY CLASS
AND ETHNICITY,

ARCHIE
What’s wrong with that?

TARBELL
WE ARE ONE COUNTRY.

ARCHIE
WITH MANY PARTS. THAT'S WHAT GIVES THE TOWN ITS
CHARM. GOOD SOLID SEGREGATION. I HAVEN'T SEEN
ANYBODY CRY ABOUT IT.

TARBELL
It seems unjust.

ARCHIE
Our schools are not segregated. And
spaghetti, mashed potatoes, and holopki
don’'t mix well.

TARBELL
If that’s the way you look at it.

ARCHIE
Don’t you spend most of your year in your
Central Park Apartment in New York City?



TARBELL
I do.
ARCHIE
And that isn’t segregated?
TARBELL
But..
ARCHIE

Now let’s head back home.

TARBELL
I would like to walk back to the
Whitworth house alone. Just a relaxing
walk.

ARCHIE
Do you feel safe?

TARBELL
If you are not safe in Vandergrift, where
are you safe?

ARCHIE
Good night. And I will drive you to
Pittsburgh in the morning.. Adieu.
(exits)

MCMURTRY

Miss Tarbell. Duet
YOU STAYED BACK FOR ME, DIDN'T YOU?

TARBELL
The truth be known. Yes. I have a
question I’'ve been dying to know?

MCMURTRY
Yeah?

TARBELL
Is President Wilson in Heaven?

MCMURTRY
My lips...

85.
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TARBELL
Are sealed.

MCMURTRY
Some people feel that Democrats should
never go to heaven. How about Hoover,
Coolidge and Harding? Seems as if they
all rolled out the red carpet for you.

TARBELL
If your darned LIPS ARE SEALED, what good
would it do me? Are you happy with your
town?

MCMURTRY
Nope! It’s a union town.

TARBELL
Things could be worse.

MCMURTRY
Nope. Now Vandergrift is in the Union’s
palm. A fate worse than ---, and T

won’'t say the word. Maybe the union will
just go away.

TARBELL
Perhaps the Depression too.

MCMURTRY
Maybe. Come back for the fiftieth and
find out.

TARBELL
I doubt that I will make it.

MCMURTRY
I think you will. Good night, Ida Mae.
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SCENE 3 VANDERGRIFT, GRANT AVENUE, 1945

Banners reading RETURN HOME
BOYS, BUY WAR BONDS,

OLMSTED’'S DREAM COME TRUE,

and VANDERGRIFT AT 50 are
flying from telephone poles.
Grant Avenue is flooded with
people as Ida Tarbell,
Frederic Law Olmsted, Jr.,
Katherine and James Whitworth,
Archie Davis and Burgess
McIntyre are on a platform
listening to the Star Spangled
Banner. Suddenly George
McMurtry appears.

MCINTYRE
Happy Fiftieth!

CROWD
Happy Fiftieth!

MCINTYRE

Our Serive men
WE CELEBRATE OUR FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY TODAY. IN A
TIME OF WAR. WE PRAY FIRST THAT ALL OR OUR
SERVICEMEN COME HOME SAFELY.

CROWD
Amen. (applause)

MCINTYRE
We are one nation, undivided, under God.

CROWD
Amen. (applause)

MCINTYRE
YOUNG MEN OF EVERY ETHNICITY, POLISH, ITALIAN, GREEK,
SLAVIC, IRISH, GERMAN AND LEBANESE AMERICANS HAVE
GIVEN UP THEIR LIVES UP IN THIS WAR. MANY WERE SONS
OF VERY RECENTLY ARRIVED IMMIGRANTS.
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THEIR PARENTS HAD BARELY UNPACKED. BUT THEY
REFLECTED A LOVE WE ALL HAVE FOR THIS GREAT COUNTRY.

CROWD
Yes. (Applause)

MCINTYRE
AND NOW THE ST. GERTRUDE’'S BELLS WILL RING 21 TIMES
IN MEMORY OF ALL THOSE RESIDENTS OF VANDERGRIFT WHO
LOST THEIR LIVES FIGHTING OUR ENEMIES. .

The bells ring 21 times

MCINTYRE (cont'd)
AND NOW WE WILL HEAR FROM TWO SPEAKERS OF NATIONAL
SIGNIFICANCE WHO HAVE KNOWN A LOT ABOUT VANDERGRIFT.
FIRST IS IDA TARBELL, WHO WROTE ABOUT OUR TOWN, AND
THE SECOND IS FRED OLMSTED WHO DESIGNED THE TOWN.
MISS TARBELL, FIRST.

Ida Tarbell rises. Her hands
are shaking.

TARBELL

Fifty years
LADIES AND GENTLEMAN. I FIRST VISITED VANDERGRIFT
NEARLY FIFTY YEARS AGO. THEN I WROTE ABUT THE
BEAUTIFUL STREETS, SLOPING HILLS, DISTINGUISHED
HOMES, DELIGHTFUL SHOPS, AND THE HISTORICAL
SIGNIFICANCE OF A TOWN BUILT AS A WORKERS’ UTOPIA.
BUT THE MOST IMPORTANT THING ABOUT THIS TOWN ARE THE
PEOPLE, A PEOPLE I HAVE COME TO LOVE. LET ME SUM IT
UP AS DID GEORGE MCMURTRY: WE HAVE SOMETHING HERE
THAT IS BETTER THAN THE BEST. THANK YOU SO MUCH.
NOwW, MR. OLMSTED.

OLMSTED

ABOUT FIFTY YEARS AGO, GEORGE MCMURTRY,

MISS TARBELL, AND I MET NOT FAR FROM THIS SPOT

AS THIS NEW TOWN OF VANDERGRIFT BECAME A REALITY.

A MODEL AND PICTURESQUE WORKINGMAN'S TOWN CREATED
ATONG ADVANCED IDEAS. BEAUTIFUL RESIDENCES AND
STREETS. A WORKING FORCE OF 5000 MEN AND WOMEN.

THE TOWN HAS LIVED UP TO THE IDEALS AND GOALS OF
GEORGE W. MCMURTRY. GOD BLESS YOU.
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Crowd applauds wildly.

TARBELL
(Whispering) Aren’t you proud.

MCMURTRY
Yes.

MCINTYRE
(Whispering) Poor Ida Tarbell is talking
to herself.

ARCHIE
She’s been doing it for years.

WHITWORTH
But only in Vandergrift, they say.

KATHERINE
Men don’t gossip, do they?

WHITWORTH
Maybe it’s just her unknown disease.

OLMSTED
We drove in. I would now like to see the
Sherman Inn.

WHITWORTH
I regret to inform you that it has been
torn down.

OLMSTED
Torn down!

WHITWORTH
To make way for some needed wartime
housing.

OLMSTED

Shucks. I spent months and years
designing that inn.

Everyone laughs.



MCINTYRE
Now let us mingle with the crowd.

TARBELL
And where is Mr. Dunmore today? Surely

MCINTYRE
It’'s very sad. His favorite Grandson was
killed in France. He is a changed,
perhaps destroyed man.

TARBELL
Oh Dear. Shall I pay my respects?

ARCHIE
Perhaps not. His health is not good.

WHITWORTH
He is a broken and humbled man. He just
contributed several inspiring books to
the Vandergrift Library in his grandson’s
memory.

MCINTYRE
And an anonymous donation was made to the
Vandergrift Library in honor of George
McMurtry. And there are rumors....

TARBELL
Yes?

MCINTYRE
Its the best kept secret in town. The
books were donated by Jack Dunmore. A

now shall we mix in with the crowd?

TARBELL
I think I shall take a small walk alone.

WHITWORTH
Alone. Ida! Your health...
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TARBELL
I want to walk alone. I am fine. These
old age shakes are really nothing to
worry about. Even though they’re trying
to give them a name, Parkinson's or
something. I will be fine. I will return
shortly. (She walks up the street)

KATHERINE
Jamie, follow her from a distance. Her
niece will be very upset.

TARBELL
(turning to McMurtry) Are you pleased
with these last ten years.

MCMURTRY
Very proud. But not so proud of you.

TARBELL
There you go upsetting me again! What is
it this time?

MCMURTRY
You have a fetish for fat Italians.
Kissing Benito’s butt.

TARBELL
I interviewed him six years ago, we were
not even at war.

MCMURTRY
He kissed your hand?

TARBELL
He did.

MCMURTRY
You’ll never change, Ida Mae. First
Napoleon , now Mussolini. And you
sandwiched Abe Lincoln in between. Ha.

TARBELL
I'd like to kill you.
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MCMURTRY
You can’t. I died thirty years ago.

TARBELL
Are you real or in my mind?
MCMURTRY
My lips are sealed.
TARBELL
That again!
MCMURTRY

A Great Woman
YOU HAVE TRAVELLED THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, YOU HAVE
SHAKEN THE HANDS OF KINGS AND QUEENS, EVERY ‘AMERICAN
PRESIDENT SINCE TEDDY ROOSEVELT HAS SHAKEN YOUR HAND,
YOU KICKED ROCKEFELLER YOU KNOW WHERE, YOU HAVE
WRITTEN THREE BIOGRAPHIES, AND THE LIST IS ENDLESS.

TARBELL
That’s right. So what?

MCMURTRY
So why did you take such an interest in
Vandergrift?

TARBELL
AT FIRST IT WAS WORK. REMEMBER, I ONCE SAID THAT
VANDERGRIFT WAS THE MOST IMPORTANT INDUSTRIAL TOWN IN
AMERICA. AND THEN THE PEOPLE..

MCMURTRY
But you never lived here.

TARBELL
You didn’t either! I recall that you and
Clare moved to New York City shortly
before the turn of the century.

MCMURTRY
My work was in New York. And there was
no way I could live above the store so to
speak. But it’s still my town. Visit
my mausoleum.
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TARBELL
And what happens when the industrial age
is over?

MCMURTRY
The Industrial Age will never end.

TARBELL
God won’t curse this country like that.
The industrial age will end.

MCMURTRY
Unions may send the industrial age to
China. But can I believe that THE Ida
Tarbell wants to destroy American jobs!

TARBELL
Of course not.

MCMURTRY
Then why?

TARBELL

Women's Rights.
THE SAME REASON I ONCE, PERHAPS MISTAKENLY OPPOSED
WOMEN'S RIGHT TO VOTE. I BELIEVE IN THE FAMILY. AND
THE WOMAN’'S ROLE IS PIVOTAL IN THE FAMILY. AND
HOPEFULLY WE CAN GO BACK TO AN AGRARIAN SOCIETY. I'M
LTKE THAT SLAVEHOLDER NAMED THOMAS JEFFERSON.

MCMURTRY
Go back to the Townsend farm? That would
mean destroying the town.

TARBELL
Not quite. But what happens if the mill
closes?

MCMURTRY

That will never happen!

TARBELL
Ah, vyou have insights into the future.



94.

MCMURTRY
I do not. But there is a woman who does.
TARBELL
Violet, the Columbia Avenue fortune
teller?
MCMURTRY

How did you know?

TARBELL
There are no secrets in Vandergrift. How
did you know?

MCMURTRY
My lips are sealed. And you believe in
fortune tellers?

TARBELL
That’'s always been one of my weaknesses.
Could you give me some directions.

MCMURTRY
You're standing in front of her house.
And now I must go.
You're better than the best, Ida Mae.
Goodbye. I’'ll be seeing you. (exits)

Ida knocks on the door.
VIOLET, forties, answers from
behind the door.

VIOLET
Yes?

TARBELL
Is this Violet’s home?

VIOLET
Yes. Who are you? Another one of them
Holy Rollers?

TARBELL
Far from it. .



VIOLET
I see you through the peep hole. You
look like an old Holy Roller.

TARBELL
I am old but I am not a Holy Roller. I
am neither holy nor a roller.

VIOLET
That’s funny. Come in, sweetie pie.

TARBELL
Are you a fortune teller?

VIOLET
Are you working for the police?

TARBELL
No, indeed.

VIOLET
Wait a minute. I sense something fishy.
(Walks around Ida) Have you been around
a Presbyterian?

TARBELL
Not that I know of.

VIOLET
I sense something. Tell me the truth.

TARBELL
I always tell the truth.

VIOLET
I believe you. You look like a nice old
lady.

TARBELL
I understand you are a very good fortune
teller.

VIOLET
I'm the best, honey.
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TARBELL

Can you do a reading for me?
VIOLET

Yes, honey, I charge ten dollars.
TARBELL

I pay only $5 in Titusville.
VIOLET

That’s Titusville. This is Vandergrift.
TARBELL

All right.
VIOLET

What’s your name, sweetie?

TARBELL
Ida Tarbell

VIOLET
(Laughing) It sounds like a cow.

TARBELL
I am not a cow. Do I smell cats?

VIOLET
You bet, sixteen of them.

TARBELL
Your husband must also like cats.

VIOLET
No husbands. All three said it was
choosing them or the cats. The cats are
still here. What do you want to know?
Honey.

TARBELL
What is going to happen to the steel
business.

VIOLET
Strange question. (Pulls out crystal
ball) Abracadabra. Abracadabra.
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TARBELL
This seems suspicious.
VIOLET
Want your money back?
TARBELL
No thank you, proceed.
VIOLET
Abracadabra abracadabra. I look into
the future . And I see men and women

making steel.

TARBELL
Women?

VIOLET
Yes. And I see steel being made by
foreigners. They look like Germans and
Japanese.

TARBELL
I think you may be confusing our war
enemies with future steel producers.

VIOLET
I don’t make too many mistakes.

TARBELL
And the Vandergrift steel plant.

VIOLET
Tt’s closed.

TARBELL
Closed?

VIOLET
And there's a white sheet over it.

TARBELL
Surprising indeed.

VIOLET
Is there anything else you want to know?



TARBELL
No thank you.

VIOLET
Wanna know how much longer you’ve got?

TARBELL
No. Thank you. Now I must go.

VIOLET
You’'re so nice, sweetie. Here'’s two
dollars back for you. That’s a
Vandergrift thing.

TARBELL
No, keep the two dollars, sweetie pie. I
appreciate your service. One question

for you. Have you ever heard of George
McMurtry?

VIOLET
No. Who is he?

TARBELL
He once lived in this town.

VIOLET
Did he work in the mill.

TARBELL
You might say that.

VIOLET
No...Wait a minute. There’s a fire truck
named McMurtry. Was he a fireman?

TARBELL
No.

VIOLET
And the next time you come I’ll have some
coffee for you. And you know, I’'d like
to name my next cat after you. Cat
Tarbell. Sounds nice.
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TARBELL
I'm honored.

VIOLET
You’'re such a sweetie pie.

TARBELL
You are a sweetie pie too. Now I must
go...Honey.

Ida exits and Jim Whitworth is
waiting for her.

WHITWORTH
We'’ve been looking all over town for you.
Where have you been?

TARBELL
I visited an old friend.

WHITWORTH
Someone said you visited that fortune
teller. Did you?

TARBELL
Of course not.

WHITWORTH
Your niece called. She is picking you
up tomorrow after lunch.

TARBELL

Good. I want to go to church tomorrow.
WHITWORTH

You?
TARBELL

Yes indeed. And I think I will go to the
Methodist Church.

WHITWORTH
Just a short distance away.



100.

TARBELL
No on second thought, I think I will go
to the Presbyterian Church.

WHITWORTH
Even better. That is the church we
belong to.
TARBELL
I shall like seeing the Tiffany windows.
WHITWORTH
Presbyterian? Must be George McMurtry’s
ghost?
TARBELL

My lips are sealed.

Dark. ©St. Gertrude Church’s
bells begin ringing.

POLICE CHIEF (0.S.)

What Happened to the town.
THE INDUSTRIAL AGE CAME TO AN END LIKE IDA TARBELL
WISHED.
AND VIOLET WAS RIGHT. US STEEL, OR USX, PERMANENTLY
CLOSED ITS DOORS IN 1986. THE TOWN THAT WAS BUILT AS
A WORKERS UTOPIA AND HAD THE WORLD'S LARGEST STEEL
MILL, NO LONGER HAD NEED FOR STEEL WORKERS. THE
HEAD OF THE LOCAL UNION ARRIVED AT THE PLANT TO FIND
THE DOORS BARRED. GEORGE MCMURTRY WAS WINKING. THE
MILL WAS CLOSED. NOW WHAT HAPPENS TO GEORGE
MCMURTRY'S DREAM, IDA TARBELL'S IDEALS, AND
FREDERICK OLMSTED'’'S DESIGN?

All

Our Town
OUR TOWN, OUR TGOWN



